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PREFACE. 


The long and bloody feud between the houses of Oilcans 
and Burgundy — ^^vhich for many years devastated France, 
caused a prodigious destruction of life and pioperty, and 
was not even lelaxed in the presence of a common enemy — 
IS very fully recorded in the pages of Monstrellet and other 
contemporary histoiians I have here only attempted to 
relate the events of the early portion of the stiuggle — ^from 
its commencement up to the astonishing victory of Agin- 
couit, won by a handful of Engbshmen over the chivalry of 
Fiance Here the two factions, ivith the exception of the 
Duke of Burgundy himself, laid aside their difFeiences for 
the moment, only to- renew them while France still lay 
piostiate at the feet of the English conqueior 
At this distance of tune, even with all the recoids at 
one’s disposal, it is difficult to say which party was most 
to blame in this disastrous cml war, a war which did more 
to cripple the power of France than was ever accomplished 
^ by English aims Unquestionably Burgundy was the first 
to entei upon the struggle, but the terrible vengeance taken 
by the Aimagnacs, — as the Orleanists came to be called, — 
foi the murdeis committed by the mob of Pans in alliance 
vnth him, ivas of almost unexampled atrocity in cml war, 
and was mainty lesponsible for the tenible acts of cruelty 
aftei wards perpetiated upon each other by both parties I 
hope some day to devote anothei volume to the storj’’ of this 
desperate and minatuial struggle 
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AT AGIECOURT. 


CHAPTER I 

A FEUDiUi CASTLE 

ND IS it tiue tliat onr loid and lad}'^ sad next 
iveek for their estate in Fiance?” 

“Ay, it IS true enough, and more is the pity. 
It ivas a sad day for us ad irhen the Jcing gave 
the hand of his ward, oui lady, to this haion of Aitois ” 

“ They say she was ivdling enough, Peter ” 

“ Ay, ay, all say she loved him, and, being a favourite 
With the queen, she got her to ask the king to accede to 
the Icnight’s suit, and no wonder, ho is as proper a man as 
eyes can want to look on — tall and stately, and they say 
bmve His father and grandfather both were Edwaid’s 
men, and held their castle for us, his fathei was a great 
fnend of the Black Prince, and he, too, took a wife from 
England. Since then things have not gone well with us in 
Prance, and they say that our lord has had difficulty in 
keeping clear of the quaxrels that aie always going on out 
there between the great French loids, and, seeing that we 
have but little power in Aitois, he has to hold himself dis- 
ci eetly, and to keep aloof as fai as he can from the stnfe 
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*'He is gentle too/’ tlte Troxnnn snid. “Since his 
mother’s dentin he often comes do\m Trith vrine and other 
goodies if anyone is ill, and he speahs as softly as a girl 
There is not one on the estate hnt has a good tvord for 
him, nor dotthls that he trill potr np as arorthy a Icnight as 
his father, though gentler perhaps in his manner, and less 
grave in face, for he rras ever a meriy lad. Since the 
death of his lady mother two years ago he has gone ahont 
sadly, stdl of late he has gotten over his loss somewhat, 
and he can laugh heartily again I wonder his father can 
hear to part with him,'’ 

“ Sir Eustace knows well enough that he cannot always 
keep the hoy hy his side, dame: and that if a falcon is to 
soar well, he must try his wings early. He goes as page, 
does he not 'Z'’ 

“Ay, hut more, methink^ as companion to young Hemy, 
who has. they say, been sickly from a child, and, though 
better now, has scarce the making of a stalwart knight in 
him. His young brother Charles is a sturdy little chap, 
and bids fair to take after his father: and little Lady Agne% 
who comes between them, is mQ of fire and spirit, 

‘ Yes; metkinlvs Guy will have a ple.asant time of it out 
there; that is, if there are no fresh troubles. I doubt not 
that in two or three years he will be one of our lord's 
esquires, aud if he has a chance of displaying his courage 
and ^kill, may be back; among us a dubbed knight before 
' ^any years have passed over our heads. France is a rare 
place for gaining honours, aud so it may well be, for I see 
not that we gain much else by our king’s possessions there,' 

“There was plenty of spoil brought over, dame, after 
Cressy and Poitiers " 

“Ay, but it soon goes: easy come, easy go, yon know; 
and tbongb they say that each man that fought there 
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sleeves of a colour according to Ins fancy The hand was 
ni all 1 aspects a well-appointed one As Sir Eustace wished 
to avoid exciting comment among his iieighhonrs, he had 
abstained fiom_^ talcing a laigei body of men; and it was 
partly for tins reason that he had decided not to dress 
the archeis in gieen But every man had been carefully 
picked, the men-at-arms weie all powerful fellows who had 
seen semnce, the archers were little inferior in physique, 
for strength as well as skill ivas requu’cd in aichery, and 
in choosing the men Sir Eustace had, when there was no 
great diffeience in point of skill, selected the most poweiful 
among those who were ivilhng to take senuce unth him 
Guy eiqoyed the two daj'^s’ nde to Southampton greatly 
It was the first time that he had keen away from home, and 
his spirits weie high at thus starting on a career that would, 
he hoped, bimg him fame and honour Henry and his 
brother and sister were also in good glee, although the 
journey was no novelty to them, for they had made it twice 
prenously Bejmnd liking change, as was natural at their 
age, they cared not whether they were at tkeir English or 
at their Fiench home, as they spoke both languages ■with 
equal fluency, and their life at one castle difiered but bttle 
from that at the other 

Embarlang at Poitsmouth in a ship that was cariying 
mihtaiy stoies to Calais, they coasted along the shores of 
Sussex and of Kent as far as Dungeness, and then-Tade 
across to Calais It was early in April, the weathei w ^ 
exceptionally favourable, and thej' encountered no longh 
seas whatevei On the way Sir Eustace related to Guy 
and his sons the events that had taken place in France, and 
had led up to the cml war that vas rayinsc so furiously 
there 

“In 1392, the King of France being seized inth madness 
(jrsso) j, 
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the Dukes of Biugundy and Oilcans in a yeiy short time 
■wrested the powei of the state fi om the hands of his faithful 
councillors, the Constable de Clisson, La Endere, and others 
De Clisson retiied to his estate and castle at j\Iontelherj, 
the t^TO otheis "were seized and thiown into piison De 
Clisson -was piosecuted befoie pailiament as a false and 
wicked tiaitoi , but the Iring, acting on the admce of Oilcans, 
yho had not then bioken Anth the Dukes of Bui gundy and 
Belli, had, aftei La Bniere and anothei had been in pri'^on 
for a year, stopped the piosecution, and lestored their estates 
to them Until 1402 the Dukes of Biugundy and Bern 
weie all-powerful, and in 1396 a great number of knights 
and nobles, led by John, Count of Nevers, the eldest son of 
the Duke of Biugundy, yent to the assistance of the King 
of Hungary, which couutiy was being invaded by the Turks 
They ■weie, however, on the 28th September, utterly de- 
feated The greater portion of them were killed, Never s 
and the rest "were ransomed and brought home 

‘Tn 1402 the lung, influenced by his mfe, Isobel, and his 
brother, the Dulie of Orleans, who were on terms of the 
closest alliance, placed the entiie government m the hands 
of the latter, who at once began to abuse it to such an 
extent, by imposing enoimous taxes upon the clergy and 
the people, that he pai'ed the waj* for the return of his 
uncle of Burgundy to power On the 27th of Apnl, 1404, 
Philip the Bold of Biugundy died He was undoubtedly 
ambitious, but he was also A'abant and able, and he had the 
good of Fiance at heart He was succeeded by his son John, 
called the Fearless, from the bravery that he had displayed 
in the unfortunate Hungarian campaign The change was 
disastrous for France John was nolent and utterly un- 
scrupulous, and capable of any deed to gratify eithei lus 
passions, jaalousies, or hatreds At fiist he cloaked his 
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designs against Orleans by an appearance of friendslup, 
paid him a Ansit at his castle near Vincennes, irhei e he was 
at the time lying ill VTien he lecovered, the two x^imces 
went to mass togethei, dined at their uncle’s, the Duke of 
Bern, and together entered Pans, and the Pansians fondlj’- 
hoped that there was an end of the rivalry that had done so 
much harm It was, howevei, but a veiy shoit time after- 
wards that, on the 23rd of hTovembei, 1407, as the Duke of 
Orleans was retmnmg fiom having dined with the queen, 
and was ridmg ivith only two esqimes and four oi five men 
on foot carrying toiches, twenty armed men spiang out from 
behind a house and rushed upon him 

“ 'I am the Duke of Orleans,’ the pnnce cned, but they 
hurled him from his mule, and as he tiied to rise to his 
feet one blow struck off the hand he laised to protect his 
head, other blows rained down upon him fiom axe and 
sword, and in less than a minute the duke lay dead The 
Duke of Biu gundy at fiist affected giief and indignation, 
but at the coimcil the next day he boldly avowed that 
Orleans had been killed by his orders He at once took 
horse and rode to the fi on tier of Flanders, which he leached 
safely, though hotly chased by a paity of the Duke of 
Oileans’ knights The duke’s widow, who was in the 
countiy at the time, hastened up to Paris with her childien, 
and appealed for justice to the Idng, who declared that he 
regarded the deed done to his brother as done to himself 
The Dukes of Bern and Bom bon, the Constable and Chan- 
cellor, all assured hei that she should have justice, but there 
was no force that coidd hope to cope inth that which 
Burgundy could bring into the field, and when, two months 
later, Bmgundy entered Pans at the head of a thousand 
men-at-arms, no attempt was made at lesistance, and the mur- 
derer iwis received with acclamation'; by the fickle populace. 
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“The king at the time was suffeimg from one of his ter- 
rible fits of insanity, but a great assembly was held, at which 
princes, councillors, lords, doctors of law, and prominent 
citizens were present. A monk of the Cordehers, named John 
Petit, then spoke for five hoius in ]ustification of theduke, and 
the result was that the poor insane king was induced to sign 
letters cancelling the penalty of the cnme For foiu months 
the duke remained absolute master of Pans, disposing of all 
posts and honours, and ejiaring no efforts to render himself 
popular nuth the burghers A sei lous rebelhon breaking out 
at Liege, and the troops sent against the town bemg i epulsed, 
he was obhged to leave Pans to put down the revolt As 
soon as he had left, the queen and the partisans of Orleans 
piepared to take advantage of his absence, and two months 
later Queen Isobel marched with the dauphin, now some 
thirteen years old, from Melun with three thousand men 
“ The Pansians received her with applause, and as soon 
as she had taken up her quarters at the Louvre, the Dukes 
of Berri, Bourbon, and Brittany, the Constable, and all the 
great officers of the court ralhed round her Two days 
later the Duchess of Orleans arrived with a long tram of 
mourmng coaches A great assembly was held, and the 
long’s advocate announced to them the intention of the 
long to confer the government upon the queen during his 
illness, and produced a document signed by the king to that 
effect The Duchess of Orleans then came forward, and 
kneehng before the dauphin, begged for justice for the 
death of her husband, and that she might be granted an 
opportunity of refuting the calumnies that John Petit had 
heaped on the memory of her husband A week later 
another great assembly was held, and the justification of 
the duke was read, refuting all these imputations, and the 
duchess’s advocate demanded that the duke should be forced 
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to make public repaiation, and then to be exiled for twenty 
jmars The daupbin leplied that ho and all the princes of 
blood royal present held that the chaiges against the Duke 
of Orleans had been amplj^ refuted, and that the demands 
rvith reference to the Duke of Burgundy should be prorided 
for in course of justice. 

“Scaicely had the assembly broken up when it became 
known that Burgundy and his army was on the way back 
to Pans Eesistance was out of the question j therefore, 
taking the jmung dauphin with hei, and accompanied by all 
the membeis of the royal family, the queen retired to Toms. 
Biu'gundy, unsciupulous as he was, finding that although 
he might remain master of Pans, he could not hope to 
lule France, except when acting under the pretence of the 
king’s authontjq soon sent an embassj^ to Toms to endea- 
vour to anatige matters He was able to effect this uuth 
the less difficulty, that the Duchess of Orleans had just died 
from gnef at her husband’s death, and at the hopelessness 
of obtaining vengeance on his muideiei The queen was 
won to the cause of Burgundy by secret pioposals submitted 
to her for a close league between them, and m March a 
treaty was concluded, and a meeting took place at Charties, 
at which the duke, the king, the queen, the royal pnnces, and 
the young Duke of Orleans and his adherents were present 
“ The king declared that he pardoned the duke, and the 
princes of Oileans consented to obey his ordeis and to lay 
aside all hatied and thoughts of vengeance, and shortly 
afterwards Pans welcomed inth shouts of joy the leturn of 
the king and queen and the apparent reconciliation of all 
p.aities But the tiuce was a biief one, foi the piinces and 
adherents of Orleans might bend befoie ciicumstances at the 
moment, but their feelings were imcbanged 

“A head of the paity was needed, and the young duke 
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maiiied tlic dauglitei of Count Bernard d’Ai'magnac, one of 
the most po-^'erM and ambitious nobles of the south of 
France, lA-ho at once, — ^in concert ^th the Dukes of Beni 
and Brittany and othei lords, — put himself at the head of 
the Oilcans paity. On the 10th of July, 1411, the three 
princes of Orleans sent a long letter to the long, complaining 
that no leparation whateiei had been made for the mui'der 
of their father, and begging him that, ns what was done at 
Chartres was contiwry to every principle of law, equity, 
leasoii, and justice, the case should be reopened again. 
They also made complaints against the Didce of Buigiuidy 
for his conduct and abuse of power. 

“ As the Icing was sun oiuided by Burgundy’s creatures no 
faroinable reply was letuincd, and a foim.al challenge or 
dedal ation of ivar was, on the ISth of July, sent by the 
piinces to the Duke of Burgundy, and both paities began 
at once to make preparation for ivar 

'‘ISTow for my own ^^ew of this quanel. King Hemy 
sent foi me a rear since, and asked for whom I should hold 
my castle if Oilcans and Burgundy came to blows, adding 
that Burgundy would be viewed by him with most favour. 

“ * !My father and grandfather ever fought faithfully in 
the sendee of England,' I said, ‘but for years past now, the 
line betwixt your majesty’s possessions and those of Prance 
has been drawn in, and my estates and Castle of Yilleroy 
now he beyond the hne and I am theiefore a vassal of 
Prance as well as of your majesty It hemg known to all 
men that even before I became Lord of Summerley, on 
my mariiage ivitb your majesty’s waid, Jlistress Uargaret, 

I, like my father, held myself to he the liege man of 
the Kimr of EiiErhuid I am therefore riewed with much 
hostility by my neighbom’s, and right gladly would they 
seize upon any excuse to lay complaint against me before 
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the kmg, hi older that I might he deprived of my fief and 
castle. 

‘“This I would fam hold always for your majesty, and, 
seeing how it is situated hut a few miles across the fiontier, 
it IS, I would humhly submit to you, of importance to your 
majesty that it should he held by one faithful to you — since 
its possession in the hands of an enemy would greatly hinder 
any Enghsh army marching out from Calais to the invasion 
of Fiance It is a place of some strength now, hut were it 
in French hands it might he made very much stiongei, and 
would cost much time and loss of men to besiege At 
present youi majesty is in alhance with Burgundy, hut 
none can saj’’ how the war wdl go, or what changes will 
take place,* and should the Oileanists gam the upper hand, 
they will he quick to take advantage of my having fought 
for Burgundy, and would confiscate my estates and hand 
them over to one who might he hostile to England, and 
pledged to make the castle a stionghold that would gieatly 
hinder and bar the advance of an Enghsh army upon Pans 
Therefoie, Sue, I would, not foi my own sake hut for the 
sake of your majesty’s self and your successors, pray you to 
let me foi a while leinain quietly at Summerley until the 
course of events in France is determined ’ 

“ The lang was pleased to see the force of what I luged 
As far as I had inclinations in the case, they were towards 
the cause, not of Burgundy himself, whose murder of Orleans 
was alike treacherous and indefensible, hut of his cause, 
seeing that Flandeis is wholly under his authonty, and 
that in Artois he is well-nigh paiamount at present On 
the other hand, Amiens and Ponthieu, which he but a short 
distance to the south of me, aie strongly Orleanist, and 
I have theiefoie every motive for staning aloof So far 
the foi tune of war has been so changeable that one cannot 
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say tliat the chances incline towaids one faction moie than 
the othei’. Eaco the Chinch has failed to hrmg ahont the 
end of the tioubles The Oileanists hare been foimally 
placed under iuteidicts^ and cui'sed by booli, bell, and candle 
The king's commands have been laid upon all to put aside 
theii quaiTels, but both the ban of the Church and the king’s 
commands have been ineffectual I am as anxious as ever 
to abstain fiom taking any pait in the tiouble, the moie so 
as the aUiauce betneen om king and Burgundy has cooled 
somerrhat. But I have i eceived such urgent 2irayers from 
my vassals at YiUeioy to come among them, since they 
aie no\r being plundered by both parties, that I feel it is 
time for me to take up my abode there YTien the king 
stayed at TTinchester, a month since, I laid the matter 
befoie hun He tvas pleased to say that ivhat I had 
urged a yeai ago had turned out to be as I foretold, and 
that he tvould give me leave to go over and establish myself 
at Villeroy, and to hold myself aloof fiom both parties until 
the matter should fiuther iipeu What vnU come of it I 
cannot say. The Enghsh lung seemed to me to be aihng, 
and I fear that it may not be long before young Henry 
comes to the throne He is a mid yoimg piince, but has 
aheady shovm hunself in the Northern vrar to be full of 
spnit and com*age, and methihks that vrhen he comes to the 
thioue he will not long observe the peaceful poKcy of his 
father, but that we shall see the royal standard once again 
spread to the winds of France ” 

“ But, Sir Eustace,” Guy said, v hen he had concluded, 
“how do these matters afiect you? I thought that by the 
treaty the west part of Aitois was Enghsh ” 

“Ay, lad, it was so settled, but at that time the strength 
of Fiance had beenbioken at Poitieis, and the Black Pnnce 
and his ai-my were so feared that his terms were mllingly 



A FEUDAL CASTLE 


25 


accepted in older to secure peace. Mucli lias happened 
since then, war has been constantly going on, sometimes 
hotly, sometimes sluggishly , France has had her own 
troubles, and as the English langs have been moie pacific, 
and England has become weary of bearing the heavy ex- 
penses of the war, the treaty has become a dead letter 
Gascony, in which province Aimagnac is the gieatest lord, 
IS altogether lost to England, as is the greater part of 
Guienne A great proportion of the people there were 
always bitterly opposed to the change, and, as you know, 
even in the time of the Black Prince himself there were 
great rebellions and troubles, since then town after town 
and castle after castle has declared for Friince, and no real 
efforts have ever been made by the Engbsh to win them 
back again I, who in England am an English baron, and 
— so long as things go on as at present — a French noble 
while in France, am in a perilous position between my two 
Suzerains Weie an English army to land, I should 30m 
them, for I stiU hold myself to be a vassal of the king of Eng- 
land, as we have been for three generations As to the 
French disputes, I fear that sooner or later I shall have to 
declare m favour of one paity 01 the other, for it wiU be difii- 
cult to stand altogether aloof from these conflicts, because 
all men, at least all men of condition, are well-mgh forced 
to take one side or the other The plea that I am a baion of 
England will be of no avail, for both sides would turn against 
mo and be glad of an excuse for pillaging and confiscating 
my estate At present, then, I must regard myself solely 
as a French noble, for Villcioy has passed into the hands 
of France, just as for a while it passed mto the hands of 
England, and if this wai goes on we shall have to take a side ” 
“ And to which side do your thoughts incline, Sir Eustace, 
if I may ask yoiiF 
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“I love not either side, Guy, and would fain, if it could 
be so, that my sword should remain in ifcs sheath I fear 
that I shall have to go with Burgundy, for he is all-power- 
ful in Artois, hut had I been altogether free to choose, I 
should have sided vnth Orleans In the first place, it is 
certam that the last duke was foully murdered by Bur- 
gundy, who thereby laid the foundation for the present 
troubles There were jealousies before, as there have alwaj's 
been between the gieat nobles, but that act forced almost 
aU to take sides The Dukes of Bern and Bnttany, who 
had been of the party of the late Duke of Burgundy, were 
driven by this foul act of his son to range themselves with 
Orleans Armagnac is ver}’’ powerful m the south, Bern’s 
dukedom is in the north, that of Orleans to the north-east. 
Burgundy’s strength hes in his oivn dukedom, — ^which has 
ever been all but independent of France, — ^in Flanders, m 
Artois, and in Pans, thus, generally, it is the north and 
east of France agamst the south and west This is broadly 
the case, but in a civil war provinces and countships, neigh- 
bours, ay, and famihes, become split up into factions, as in- 
terest, or family ties, or the desue to increase an estate by 
annexing another next to it, may influence the minds of 
men 

“ So long as it is but a war between the great dukes and 
princes of France we smaller men may hope to hold aloof, 
but, as it goes on, and evil deeds are done on both sides, 
men’s passions become heated, the spirit spreads until every 
man’s hand is against his neighbour, and he who joins not 
against one or the other finds both ready to oppress and rob 
bim. I should not have cared to hung out an Enghsh fol- 
lowing vath me had we been forced to march any distance 
through France, but as Yilleroy is but a few miles from the 
frontier, and of that distance well-nigh half is through my 
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o^m estates, we can icacli tlio castle almost unnoticed. Once 
there, the fact that I have stiengthened my garrison will 
keep me fiom attack, for either party would be chary in 
attacking one who can defend himself stoutly. I was 
mmded to leave yom* lady and the two 3mungei children 
in England, but in timth she begged so hai d to accompany 
me that I could not say hei nay ” 

The Castle of Villcioy was somewhat larger than the one 
in which Guy had been born and brought up The plan, 
however, was very similai . there was the cential keep, but, 
whereas at home this was the dwelling-house of the family, 
it was here used as a storehouse, and the apartments of the 
count and countess were in the range of buildmgs that 
foimed an inner court round the keep In point of luxury 
the Eiench weie in advance of the English, and they had 
already begun to combine comfort with strength in their 
buildings The apartments struck Guy as being wonder- 
fully spacious in comparison to those ivith which he was 
accustomed. On the ground floor of one side of the square 
was the banqueting -hall, its iralls were decorated noth 
arms and armour, the joists that supported the floor above 
weie caived, the ■windows laige and spacious, foi, loolang 
as thej^ did into the inner court, there was no occasion for 
their being mere loopholes Above the banqueting-ball 
was a room whei e Lady Mai garet sat with her maids engaged 
m woiking at tapestiy, here the priest gave such slight in- 
struction as was then considered necessary to Agnes and 
Charles; Henrj'^ had already passed out of his hands 
Next to this loom was the knight’s sleepmg apartment, or 
closet as it was then called, a room which Mould now be 
considered of ridiculousty straitened dimensions, and close 
to it ivere the still smaller closets of the childi en Beyond 
More a seiies of guest-chambers. Another side of the 
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colirt-yard coiitMiied tlie apartments of tlie Castellan^ Jeon 
Bouv.ird, a sturdy soldier of long exj^erience and tliose of 
tlie other ofneers of the household; the oiher ttro sides Tvere 
oecnpicd hy the chapel, the Idtchens, and the oSices of the 
servants and retainers. All these rooms ^vere loopholed on 
the side looldng into the outer court. This tos consider- 
ahly vrider and more extensive than the one snrronnding 
the hecp Here vrere the stables, Si.orehoi:ses for grain and 
forage, and a hnilding, pisi, erected, for the lodging of the 
English giorrisDn. All these buildings stood against the 
OTitoT TvaU, so that rhey vronld adord no shelter to an enemy 
mho had obtained possession of the drst defences aa:id vras 
maldng an attach against the second line. The outer avail 
avas tmelve feet in thiclniess, and thirty feet above the oomrt; 
outside the height mas considerably greater, ,as there tvas a 
moat faced vrith stone fifteen feet deep entirely snrronnding 
it, and containing seven or eight feet of arater, 

Walls ran half ,acros5 the outer court, ,and, from the end 
of these, light avooden bridges formed a communication mith 
the avail of the inner court, so that in the event of the outer 
av.all being stormed or the gates heing carried hy assault, 
the defenders could retire to the inner defences The ends 
of these hradges rested upon irons projecting from the avail, 
and so arranged that ther coitid he inst-ontly ovithdraovn 
ovhen the last of the defenders had crossed over, ovhen the 
hridtics ovonld at once fall into the court-yard hcloov. The 
inner avail ovas tovelvc feet higher than the ont.er one, 
and, lihe it, ovas provided ovith a crenellated battlement four 
feet high; there avere projecting turrets at each comer, and 
one in the middle of each side. 

The beep rose tarenlv feet higher than the avail of the 
inner court. The loover portions of the cross oralis of the 
outer court avere carried on as for as the inner onall, thereby 
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dividing tlie space into fonr^ strong gates gave communi- 
cation fiom one to tlie otlier. Into these could he driven 
the cattle of the tenantiy, and one of them contained a 
number of huts in Avhich the tenants themselves would he 
lodged. The couit-yard facing the entrance was the largest 
of the aieas into ivhich the space between the outer and 
inner walls was divided, extending the whole width between 
the outer walls Here the military exercises weie carried 
on. Along the wall, at each side of the gate, weie a range 
of stables for the use of the horses of guests, with rooms 
over them for the use of their letaineis There was a 
strong exteiior work defending the approach to the draw- 
bridge on tlie other side of the moat, and in all respects the 
castle was well appointed, and to Guy it seemed almost 
impossible that it could be carried by assault, however 
numerous the foe 


CHAPTER n 

TROUBLES IN FRANCE 

A S soon as it was heard that the lord and lady had 
Aa. returned, the vassals of Villeioy came in to pay their 
respects, and presents of fowls, game, and provisions of all 
kinds poured in The table in the banqueting-hall was 
bountifully spiead, casks of wine bi cached, and all who 
came received entertainment As Fiench was still spoken 
a good deal at the English court and among the nobles and 
baions, and was considered part of the necessaiy education 
of all persons of gentle blood, Guy, who had always used 
it in Ins conversation with his father, had no difficulty 
in performing his duty of seeing that the vants of all who 
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came -vrere well attended to In a few days guests of higher 
degree came in, the knights and haions of that part of the 
promnce, a few of these expressed sm-piise at the height 
of the stnrdy men-at-arms and archers loitering about 
the court-yard Sir Eustace always answered any remarks 
made on the subject by saying. “Yes, Dame Margaret 
and I thought that instead of keeping all our retainers 
doing nothing in our castle in England, where there is at 
present no use whatever for their sendees, we might as well 
bring a couple of scoie of them over here I have no wish 
to take part in any of the troubles that seem hkely to 
disturb Prance, but theie is never any saying what may 
happen, and at any late it costs no more to feed these men 
heie than in England ’ 

The English archers and men-at-arms weie well satisfied 
with their quarters and food, and were soon on good terms 
with their Fiench associates The garrison, before their 
ainval, had consisted of fifty men-at-aims, and although 
these had no means of commumcatmg verbally with the new 
arrivals, they were not long in striking up such acquaintance 
as could be gained by fnendly gestures and the clinking 
of wine-cups Their quarters were beside those of the 
English, and the whole of the men-at-arms daily pei formed 
their exei rises in the court-yard together, under the command 
of the CasteUau, while the archers marched out across the 
drawbridge and piactised shooting at some butts pitched 
there To the Fiench men-at-arms their performances 
appealed astounding The French had never taken to 
archery, but the cross-bow was m use among them, and 
haK of the French men-at-arms had been trained in the use 
of this weapon, which was considered more valuable in the 
case of sieges than of warfare in the field While they were 
able to send their bolts as far as the bowmen could shoot 
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their anows, there was no comparison whatever in point of 
accuiacy, and the archeis could discharge a scoie of arrows 
while the crosshow-men were winding up their weapons 
“Faidicu, master page,” Jean Bouvard said one day as 
he stood AVith Guy watching the shooting of the archers, 
“I no longer wonder at the way in which you Enghsh 
defeated us at Cressy and Poitiers I have heard from my 
father, who fought at Poitieis, how terrible was the ram of 
arrows that was poiued upon our loughts when they charged 
up the hill against the Enghsh, but I had never thought 
that men could shoot with such skill and strength It was 
but yesteiday that I set my men-at-aims to try and bend 
one of these English bows, and not one of them could draw 
an arrow anywheie near the head with all their efforts; 
while these men seem to do so with the greatest ease, 
and the speed with which they can shoot off arrow after 
arrow well-nigh passes belief That tall fellow, who is their 
chief, but now sent twenty airows into a space no greater 
than a hand’s-breadth, at a bundled and twenty yards, and 
that so qiuckly that he scaice seemed to take time to aim 
at all, and the others are well-nigh as skilful Yesterday I 
put up a breastplate such as is worn by our men-at-arms 
and asked them to shoot at it at eighty yards They 
filed a volley together at it It was riddled like a col- 
lander, not one of the five-and-twenty arrovs had failed to 
pierce it ” 

“ Ay, at that distance, Captam, an Enghsh archer of fair 
slall could not miss it, and it needs Milan aianour, and that 
of the best, to keep out then arrows.” 

“ By oui Lady,” the captain remarked, “ I should be sorry 
to attack a castle defended by them, and oiu loid has done 
well indeed to hi mg them ovei vuth him Your men-at- 
aims aie stalwart fellous My own men feel well-nigh 



32 


AT AGINCOURT, 


abashed ■svhen they see how these men take up a stone that 
they themselves can vnth difficulty hft from the giound, 
and hurl it twenty j^aids away; and they whirl their heavy 
axes 1 ound their heads as if thej*^ wei e i eeds ” 

" They aie all picked men/' Gu}^ said vuth a laugh “You 
must not take it that all Englishmen are of equal strength, 
though no doubt Sir Eustace could have gathered five hun- 
dred as stiong had he vnshed it " 

“ If that be so,” the captain said, “ I can well beheve that 
if France and England meet again on a field of battle France 
shall be beaten as she was befoie. Howevei, theie is one 
comfoit, we shall not be among the defeated, foi our lord, 
and his father and his giandfather before him, have evei been 
with England, and Sir Eustace, hanng an English wife and 
mother, and being a vassal of the Enghsh crown for his 
estates in England, will assuredly take their part in case 
of a quarrel Of course, at present we hold ourselves to be 
neutrals, and though our lord’s leanings towards England 
giv§ some umbrage to his neighbours, their enmity finds no 
expression, since for years now theie has been no fighting 
to speak of between the two nations How it will be if 
Orleans and Burgundy come to blows I loiow not, but if 
they do so, methinks our lord will have to declare for one 
or the other, or he may have both upon him A man with 
broad estates, on which many cast covetous eyes, can scarce 
stand altogether aloof However, if ViUeroy is attacked, 
methinks that with the following Sir Eustace has brought 
■with him across the sea even Burgundy himself inU find 
that it would cost him so dearly to capture the castle that 
it were best left alone ” 

“How about the vassals?” 

“ They will fight for their lord,” Jean Bouvard imswered 
confidently “ You see their fathers and grandfathers fought 
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maicli tlirougli France fiom end to end, if they kept well 
togethei, and weie well supplied mth meat and drink by the 
way — they would need that, for they aie as good tiencher- 
men as they are fightei’s, and indeed each man amongst 
them eats as much as three of my fellows ” 

“Yes, they want to be well fed,” Guy laughed, “and they 
are larely pleased noth the provision that you make for 
them, surely not one of them evei fed so well before ” 
“Food does not cost much,” the captam said, “we bare 
herds of our oum which run half ivild on the low ground 
near the river, which onr lords always keep in hand for 
their own uses, and they multiply so fast that they are all 
the better for thmning; we sell a few occasionally, but they 
az'e so uild that it scarce pays the trouble of driving them 
to the neaiest maiket, and we are always ready to giant 
permission to any of the vassals, whose cattle have not done 
as well as usual, to go out and kiU one oi two foi meat ” 

“ I hear from the Governor of Calais,” Sir Eustace said, 
when he letui'ned from a nsit to that town, “ that a truce 
has been agreed upon between England and Fiance for a 
year, it is France who asked foi it, I suppose Both parties 
hcie wanted to be able to fight it out without mteifeience 
Heie, ill Aitois, where the Burgundians aie mostnumeious, 
they will pi ofit, as they will have no feai of England trjung 
to regain some of her lost temtory, while in the south it 
mil leave Aimagnac and his friends equally free from 
English incursions from Giuenne ” 

“And how will it affect us, Eustace?” his wife asked 
“ That I have not been able fully to determine At any 
rate they mil have no excuse for attacking us upon the 
ground that wo ai e pai tly English, and wholly so in feehng, 
bnt upon the other hand, if wc aie attacked either by Bin- 
gnndians or Orleanists, we cannot hope, as we should have 
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done before, for aid fiom Calais, lying as we do some fifteen 
miles beyond the frontier Amiens has already declared for 
Burgundy, in spite of the fact that a 103’al pioclamation has 
been issued, and sent to cve^y town and bailiwick through 
France, strictly commanding all persons whatsoever not to 
interfere, or in any manner to assist the Dukes of Orleans 
or Burgundy in their quarrels with each other I hear that 
the Duke of Bui gund}”- has seized Eoye, Nesle, and Ham, 
and a number of other places, and that both paities are forti- 
fying all their towns They say, too, that there is news that 
the king has again been seized with one of his fits of mad- 
ness, Howevei, that matters little He has of late been a 
tool in the hands of Burgundy, and the royal signature has 
no weight one waj^- or the othei Howevei, now that hos- 
tilities have begun, we must lose no time, for at any moment 
one paity or the other may make a sudden attack upon 
us Burgundy and Orleans may quairel, but it is not for 
love of one or the othei that most of the nobles vull join in 
the fray, but merely because it offers them an opportunity 
for pillaging and plundenng, and for paying oft’ old scores 
against neighbours Guy, bid John Harpen come hither ” 
''i\Tien the esquire enteied, Sir Eustace went on 
‘‘Take tv'O men-at-arms, John, and iide round to all the 
tenants Warn them that there are plundering bands about, 
and that either the Buigundians or the Orleamsts may 
swoop down upon us any day Tell them that they had 
better send in here all their A’aluables, and at anj'^ rate the 
best of their cattle and horses, and to have everything 
prepared for bringing in their wives and families and the 
rest of their herds at a moment’s notice You can say that 
if they like they can at once send their wives and families 
in, with such store of grain and forage as they can trans- 
port, the more the better K the plunderers come, so much 
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the moie is saved from destruction j if we are besieged, so 
much the more food have we here Those who do not send 
in their families would do well to keep a cart with two 
strong horses ready day and night, so that no time would 
be lost when thej’’ get the signal We shall fire a gun, hoist 
the flag, and bght a bonfire on the keep, so that they may 
see the smoke by day or the fire by night Tell Jean 
Bouvard to come to me ” 

“There is trouble afoot, Jean, and at any moment we 
niaj'' be attacked Place two men-at-arms on each of the 
roads to St Omer, St Pol, and Bethune Post them your- 
self at the highest points you can find neai our boundary 
By each have a pde of faggots, weU smeared with pitch, and 
have another pile ready on the keep, and a watch always 
stationed £heie. He is to light it at once when he sees 
smoke or fire fiom either of the three points Let the men 
at the outposts be relieved every foiu* horn’s They must, 
of course, be moimted. Let one of the two i emain by the fag- 
gots, and let the other ride thi ee or four miles m advance, 
and so post himself as to see a long distance down the load 

“ If he sees a foice adi’ancmg he must gallop back at full 
speed to his comrade, and bght the fire Have a gun always 
loaded on the keep, and have a biazier burmng hard by, 
mth an iron in it, so that the piece may be filed the instant 
smoke is seen It might be two or thiee minutes before the 
beacon would give out smoke enough to be noticed, and 
ovciy minute may be of the greatest importance to the 
I’assals As soon as you return fiom setting the posts see 
that cver3’thing is in readiness heie I myseK inll make 
sure that the di airbridge ivoiks easily and the poitcullis 
inns freely in its gioovc I have already sent ofi John 
Haipen to warn the tenants, and doubtless mam’ of them 
will be ill this afternoon Send Pierre with four men, and 



38 


AT AGINCOURT. 


tell them to drive up a numhei of the cattle from the 
marshes. They need not trouble to hunt them all up to- 
day. Let them bung the pnncipal herd, the others we Avill 
fetch in to-moiiow, or let them range where they are imtil 
we have furthei news ” 

In a few minutes the castle resounded with the din of 
preparations undei the superintendence of Sir Eustace. 
The men-aharms and aicheis earned up stones from the 
great pile that had been collected in the coiut-yard in 
readiness, to the various points on the walls that would be 
most exposed to assault Others weie emjiloyed in fixung 
barricades in the court-yaid at the rear for the reception of 
the herd of half- wild cattle The water was tui ned fi om 
the httle rivulet running domi to the Somme into the 
moat Two or three bullocks weie killed to fmmsh food 
for the fugitii'cs who might come in, and straw was laid 
dovm thickly in the sheds that would be occupied by them 
Machines for casting heavy stones weie taken from the 
storehouse and earned up to the walls, and set up there 
Large stone troughs placed in the court-yard were filled 
■with water, and before nightfall everything was in readiness 

As Sir Eustace had anticipated, most of the vassals whose 
farms lay at a distance from the castle came in with their 
mves and families in the couise of the afternoon, bnnging 
carts laden •noth then household goods, and a considerable 
number of horses and cattle Lady Margai et herself saw that 
they were established as comfortably as possible in the sheds, 
which Avere large enough to contain all the ivomen and chil- 
dren on the estate As for the men, no such proAusion was 
necessary, as at this time of the year they could sleep in the 
open air Guy was busy all day seeing that the orders of 
his lord Avere carried out, and especially Avatching the opera- 
tions of puttmg the balhstas and catapults together on the 
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walls Cannon, tliougii now in use, had by no means super- 
seded these machines, for they weie cumhious and clumsy, 
and could only bo fired at considerable intervals, and their 
aim was by no means accurate or their range extensive, 
as the phaiges of powder that could he used in them was 
compaiatively small, and the powder itself ill-made and 
defective in stiength 

Guy was stiuck with the diffeience of demeanour be- 
tween the men-at-arms and aicheis, especially among the 
English contingent, and that of the fugitives who poured 
in. What was a teinble blow to the latter was the cause 
of a scarce concealed gratification among the foimer The 
two months that had been spent at the castle had, to 
the English, been a somewhat monotonous time, and the 
prospect of active sennce and of the gmng and talcing of 
blows made their blood course moie rapidly through their 
veins It was the prospect of fighting rather than of paj^ 
that had attracted them to the semce of Sir Eustace. Then, 
as foi a centiuj'’ prenous and until qmte modern days, 
Fienchmen were regaided as the natuial foes of England, 
and however large a force an English lang unshed to collect 
foi sennce in France, he had never any difficulty whatever 
in obtaining the numbei he asked for, and they weie ready 
cheerfully to give battle whatever the odds against them 
The English archer’s confidence in himself and his slaU was 
indeed supieme Before the shafts of his foiefathors the 
fiowei of the French chivahy had gone doivn hke rushes 
befoie a scythe, and fioni being a mere accessorj’’ to a 
battle the English archeis had become the backbone of the 
foice Then skill, in fact, had revolutionized waifare, had 
broken the pou er of cavalry, and had added to the dignity 
and value of infantry, u ho had become, as they have ei ei 
since continued to be, the prime factor in waihue Conse- 
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qncnily i.he English ai'clicis and incn-il-auns Trent, about 
ihciv Avorlc oi preparation rrith a rest, and chocrfnlness that 
shoTved thcii snisfaction in iu 

Tom,” Gnv said to the tall leader of thcai'chers, 

Ton look as pleased as if it t ere a feast rather than a fray 
for which 3 oti were preparing,” 

"And so I feel, -Master Gina For what have I been 
practising with the bow since I was eight years old bnt that 
I might, when the lime came^ send an arrow straight 
throrigh the bars of a Fi'cnch vi ‘'or- In faith, I bcgrai to 
think that I shonld never have an opportnnit^* of exercising 
303^ sldll on anj^tlnng moie woith^' than a target or peeled 
wand. Since o\m Icings have given up leading aunics across 
the sea, theie tras no way but to take scrnce m'th our lord 
when I heard that ho wanted a snnll compint' of archers 
for the defence of Ins castle over here, and since we Invo 
come it h,as seemed to ns all th.U we were taking p.ay mid 
food imdei false pretences, and that we might as well have 
slopped at home where, at least, wo can compete in all 
honour and good temper against men as good as ourselves, 
and with the oeil.iinlv of winning a few silver pennies, to 
say nothing of pl.mdits from the onlookers. ’Ifs with onr 
people as with the knights of old; it they wan in a tonrna' 
nient the3' ^^ake the annoin of the vanquished, the pri'^o 
from the Queen of Bcanly. and many a glmcc of admiration 
from bright, eyes It is the stoic wath ns; for there is not 
an English m.aid but w'onld cboosc an arclier ivho stands 
sUaigbt and tirra, and can c,airy off a prirc when in good 
companv, to a hind wdio thinks of nonghr but delving the 
soil and tending the hold ’’ 

Gni’- hinghed, “ I suppose it is the same-, wlion t*ou put 
It so, Long Tom; hut there ivill bo none of jraur EngKsli 
maids to watcli 3*0111 jirowess here," 
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" 1 ^ 0 , Master Guy, but beie we shall fight for our own 
satisfaction, and piove to oui selves that we aie as good 
men as our fathers iveie I know nought of this quarrel 
Had Sir Eustace taken us into the field to fight for one or 
other of these factions concerning which we know nothing, 
we should doubtless have done our duty and fought manfully 
But we are all glad that here we aie doing what we came 
foi, we are going to defend the castle against Fienchmen 
of some soit or othei who would do lU to oui’ lord and lady, 
and we shall fight right heartily and joyfully, and should 
still do so were it the mad long of France himself who 
marched agamst us Besides, master, we should be less than 
men if we did not feel for the frightened women and 
childien who, hanng done no ivrong, and caiing naught for 
these factions, aie forced to flee from their homes for their 
lives; so we shall strike in just as we should strike in were 
we to come upon a band of robbers ill-ti eating a woman at 
home Think you that they will come, master?” he 

added eagerly 

“That I cannot say surely, Tom, but Sir Eustace has 


i^ews that the Burgundians have aheady seized seveial 
towns and placed garrisons there, and that aimed bands 
aie traversing the country, burning and pillaging Whethei 
tley will feel sti’ong enough to make an attack on this 
castle I Icnow not, but bebke they will do so, for Sir 
^ustace, belonging as he does, and as his fatheis have done 
before him, to the English party, neither of the othei s will 
feel anj' good-vnll towards him, and some of his neighbours 
may well be glad to take advantage of this tioubled time 
to endeavoui to despoil him of his castle and possessions ” 


“They mil want to have good teeth to crack this nut, 
idastei Guy — good teeth and strong, and methinks that 
those vho come to pluck the featheis may well go back 
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Anthout tlicir o-nni. ^Yc liaA’O a I'aio stoic of shafts icady, 
and they will find that thcii crosshon -men aie of little use 
against picked English archcis, even though there ho but 
tw enty-five of us in all ’’ 

“You knoiv veiy veil, Long Tom, that you would have 
come ovei here whether there was an}’ chance of your diaw- 
ing your how on a Frenchman or not ” 

“That IS true enough, Mastei Guy. Our lady u anted 
some bowmen, and I, who have been born and bied on the 
estate, was of com so bound to go with her Then you sec, 
blaster Guy, haven’t I taught you to use the bow and the 
qua 1 tor-staff, and canied you on my shoulder many a scoio 
of times when you wcio a little lad and I was a big boy. 
It would not have boon natmal foi you to have gone out 
with a chance of getting into a fight vithout my being theio 
to diaw a shaft when you needed it bVhy, Euth Gregory, 
■w hose sworn bachcloi you know I am, would have cried 
shame on mo if I had hngei ed behind. I told her that if I 
staj^ed it uould be for her sake, and you should have seen 
how she flouted me, s.aying that she vould haio no tall 
lout hiding behind her petticoats, and that if I stayed, it 
should not be as her man And now I must be off to my 
siippoi, or I shvill find that there is not a momel loft forme ” 

The gates of the castle weio closed that night., but it was 
not consideicd nccessaiy to lonci the diawbridgo Tno 
sentries wcio posted at the woik beyond the mo.at., and 
one above the gate, besides the watchei at the (op of the 
keex) The next day things wore got inlo better oi'dcr. 
bloio barricades wcio elected foi the separation of the 
cattle, apoitionwas set aside foi homes The proMsions 
bi ought in fioni the f.nmsverc sloiod avay in the maga- 
zines The v omen and childi on began to settle down more 
comforlabl}’- in thcii sheds The best of the horces and 



TROTJBLES IN FKANOE 


43 


cattle weie removed mto the innei comt-yard The boys 
weie set diavang water and filling the troughs, while some 
of the fam men weie told off to carry the foddei to the 
animals, most of which, however, were for the time toned 
out to graze near the castle Many of the men who had 
come in had returned to their work on the farms During 
the day waggons continued to airive with stores of grain 
and forage, hoys and gu'ls drove in flocks of geese and 
turkeys and large numbers of ducks and hens, untd the 
yard in which the sheds weie was crowded with them By 
nightfall every preparation was complete, and even Jean 
Bouvaid himself could find nothing fuither to suggest 

“If they aie coming,” ho said to Sir Eustace, “the sooner 
they come the better, my lord, we have done all that we 
can do, and had best get it over inthout more ado ” 

“ I stiH hope that no one will come, Bouvard, but I agree 
with you, that if it is to come the sooner the better 
But there is no saying, it may be to-morrow, it may bo 
months hefoie we are disturbed StiH, in a war like this, 
it is likely that all null try and get as muck as they can as 
qiucldy as possible, for at any moment it may suit Bm gundy 
and Orleans to patch up their quanel agam Burgundy is 
astute and cunning, and if he sees that the Oi leans pnnces 
uuth Armagnac and the Duke of Bourbon aie likely to get 
the best of it, he will use the lang and queen to intervene 
and stop the fightmg Seeing that this may be so, the 
rogues who have then eye on their neighbouis’ goods and 
possessions will, you maybe sme, lose no time in stretching 
out then hands for them ” 

A week later came the news that Sir Cluguet de Bra- 
bant, wbo styled himself Admiral of France, had gathered 
tvo thousand men from the Oileainst gaiTisons and, with 
scaling-ladders and othei waihke machines, had attacked 
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the town of Eetliel. The inhabitants had, however, notice 
of their coming, and resisted so stoutly that the Orleanists 
had been forced to retreat, and had then divided into two 
parties, each of whom had scoured the country, malting 
prisoners all whom they met, firing the luUages and driv- 
ing off the cattle, and then returned to the town of Ham 
and to the lanous garrisons from which they had been 
drawn Some of the tenants had returned to their farms, 
but when the news spread they again took refuge m the 
castle It was probable that Artois, where almost all the 
towns were held by the Burgundian party, would be the 
next object of attack The Orleanists remained quiet for 
eight days only, then the news came that they had moved 
out again from Ham eight thousand strong, and were 
max clung west 

Two days later several fugitives from the country round 
arrived at the castle with news that the Oileanists were ad- 
vancing against Bapaume, and the next morning they heard 
that they had, after a fierce fight, won their way to the gate 
of the town. The Burgundian garrison had then salhed 
out and at first met with success, but had been obhged to 
retreat within the walls again. The Orleanists, however, 
considering the place too strong to be captured without a 
long siege, which might be interrupted by a Burgundian 
force from Flanders, had drawn off from the place, but were 
still marching north burning and plundering 

“ It is hkely enough that they will come this way,” Su 
Eustace said as he and Jean Bouvard talked the matter 
over. “Assuredly Arras will be too strong for them to 
attempt The straight line would take them to St Pol, 
but the castle there is a veiy strong one also They may 
sack, and hum Avesne and Auvigni, and then, avoiding 
both St Pol and Anas, march between them to Pemes. 
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•wliicli IS large enougli to give them much plunder, hut has 
no foice that could resist them As Pernes is hut foiu 
miles away, them next call maj'- he here ” 

“But why should they attack us, Sir Eustace for here, 
too, they might leckon upon more hard blows than plunder ” 
“It mil depend upon ivho they have with them,” Sir 
Eustace replied “ They say that our neighbour Hugh de 
Fiuges went south ten daj^s ago to ]oin the Duke of Bour- 
bon, his castle is but a small place, and as most of Ai’tois is 
Burgundian he might be afiaid it might be captured. He 
has never home me good-mil, and might well persuade the 
duke that were mj'’ castle and estates in his possession he 
might do good seince to the cause, and that, moreover, 
standing as we do mthin twelve miles of the English fron- 
tiei, its possession might be very valuable to him should 
the Orleamsts ever have occasion to call m the aid of Eng- 
land, or to oppose their advance should the Burgundians 
take that step ” 

“ Surely neither of these factions will do that, Sir Eustace ” 

“'\^Ti 3'- not, Bouvard? Every time that Enghsh ainnies 
have passed into Fiance they have done it at the imita- 
tion of Fiench nobles who have embroiled themselves mth 
their kings Burgundy and Orleans, Bourbon and Brittany, 
each fights for his oivn hand, and cares little for Fiance 
as a whole The}’’ may be vassals of the Valois, but they 
regard themseh’es as being nearly, if not altogether, their 
equals, and aie always ready to league themselves mth 
each other, oi if it needs be mth the Enghsh, against the 
thione 

At mne o’clock on the foUon ing evening Sir Eustace and 
his family were startled by the report of the gun on the 
keep, and, running out, saw the signal-fire beginning to 
blaze up 
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“ Above there'” Sir Eustace shouted, “irhere is the 
alarm?” '' 

“ A tire has just blazed up on the road to St. Pol,” the 
warder replied. 

“Blow 3’'0ur horn, then, loudly and urgently ” 

The news that the Orleanists were marching north from 
Bapaunic had caused the gi’cater portion of the farmers 
to come in on the previous da}>’, and m a short time those 
who were nearest to the castle, and who bad consequently 
delayed as long as possible, began to arrive. The garrison 
weie already under arms, and had taken the places assigned 
to them on the iralls All the tenants had brought their 
anus in rvith them, and were now drawn up in the couit- 
yard, whore a laige bonfire, that had been for some days m 
readiness, was now blazing. The new-comeis, after turning 
their horses into the inclosiuc with those already there, 
joined them All had been acquainted Avith tbo share they 
Avere to bear .should the place be besieged. They Avcrc to 
be divided into tivo paities, one of which vras to ho on duty 
on the Avails AAotli the garnson, the other to be held in 
reserve, and was — every six hours Aidien matters were quiet 
— to relieve the party on the AA'alls, or, vdien an attack took 
place, to be under arms and ready to hasten to any spot 
Avhere its aid Ai-as icquired The men aa'GIO noiv inspected 
by Sir Eustace, additional arms were served out from the 
armoury to those whose equipment Avas insufficient, and 
they were then dismissed to 30m their AWAms and families 
until called to tlio Avails 
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CHAPTER IIL 

A SIEGE 

T he two men who had lit the alarm fires had already 
iidden in They reported that they had, just as it 
became dark, seen flames using fiom a village thiee mdes 
from them, and that the man in advance had iidden forward 
until near enough to see that a great body of men were 
issuing from the ■\ullage in the diiection of the castle 

Ten of the English men-at-arms, and as many French, were 
now posted in the outwork at the head of the drawbridge 
under the command of Jean Bouvard Sir Eustace placed 
himself with his squue on the wall above the gate, and four 
men were stationed at the chains of the diawbiidge in readi- 
ness to hoist it should the order be given The English 
archeis weie on the wall beside Sii Eustace, as then arrows 
commanded the gioiind beyond the outwork. Half an hour 
after the fiist alaim was given the tale of the tenants was 
found to be complete, and the guards on the other two 
loads had also ridden in Guy, to his great satisfaction, 
had been ordeied by Sir Eustace to don his armour and to 
take his place beside him 

It was upwards of an hour before a body of horsemen 
could be heard approaching They came at a leisurely 
pace, for the bonfiie on the road and that on the keep had 
appiised them that then hope of talnng the castle by sur- 
prise had been frustrated by the disobedience of some of 
then men, who, in defiance of the stiictest oidcis to the 
contraiy, had set file to several houses in the village after 
hanng phindeied them Su Eustace, accompanied by his 
esquiie and Guy, descended from the vail and crossed the 
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drawbridge to tie outwork As soon as the horsemen came 
rnthm bow-shot of the castle they hghtcd some torches, and 
ree "nig ts, preceded by a tioopcr carrj-inga white 
and two othcis mth torches, came towards the work 1Vhcn 
yaids of the postern thej halted 
Is Sieiir Eustace de ^illeroj" jDresenf^'' 

“1 am here/' Sir Eustace replied, and at his order tiro 
men inth torches took their place one on each side of him 
v^ho are you that approach my castle in armed force?” 

‘I am Sir Clugnet de Erahant, Admiral of France These 
are Sir llanessier Guieret and Su Hugh de Fruges, and n'e 
come lu the name of the Duke of Oi leans to summon you to 
admt a garrison of his highness’s troops ” 

I am neither for Orlc.ins nor for Bmgundj’’/’ Sir Eustace 
rep e I am a simple Icmght, holding m}' castle and 
es ate as a i assal of the croim, and am ready to obey the 
01 ers o the long, and of him only i\ hen he is in a con- 
ctition of mjnd to give such ordere Until then I shall hold 

my cast e, and 11111 admit no garrison vhether of Orleans oi 
of -Burgundy.” 


We hold you to be but a false vassal of the crown, and 
^e are told that at heart you are an enemy to France and 
devoted to England. ’ 

i-h 4 -^ ^ ■'vassal of England for the estates of my wife in 

a country , Sir Eustace said , “ and as at present there is 
etween the two nations, I can serre here the Kmg 
o ^ ranee as faithfully as if, in England, I should serve the 
King of England ” 

E everthelcas, Sir Eustace, you will have to receive a 

gamson of Orleans I have at my hack eight thousand 

men, an if you compel me to storm this hold of yours I 

warn you that all within its walls will be put to the 
sword ' 



A SIEGE, 


49 


“Thanks for your warning, Sir Knight, and I on my 
paifc Wcarn you that, eight thousand though you be, I shall 
resist you to the death, and that you will not carry 
eight thousand away. As foi Sir Hugh de Fiuges, I give 
him my open defiance I know it is to him that I owe 
this raid, and if he he man enough, I challenge him 
to meet me in the morning on fair giound outside this 
postern, with lance and battle-axe, to fight to the death. If 
he conquers, my castle shall be surrendered to him, upon 
promise of good treatment and a safe-conduct to depait 
where they ivill for all within it, but if I slay him, you 
must give me your knightly oath that you and your follow- 
ing will depart forthwith ” 

“The conditions would be haidly fair, Sm Eustace,” Sir 
Clugnet said, “and though I doubt not that Sir Hugh 
would gladly accept them, I cannot permit him to do so. 
I have bi ought some eight thousand men here to capture 
this castle, and hold it for the Duke of Oilcans, and I see 
not why I should march away with them because you may 
pel chance prove a better fighter than Sir Hugh I am 
read5q however, to give a safe-conduct to all within the 
walls if you will surrender ” 

“That will I not do, Sir Clugnet I hold this castle 
neither foi Burgundy nor Orleans, and am ready to give 
pledge that I mU not dmw sword for either of these princes, 
but if that -will not content you, you must even take my 
castle if you can, and I give you fair warning that it v ill 
cost you dear.” 

“ Then adieu, Sir Knight, until to-moirow morning, when 
wo will talk in other fashion ” 

“ So be It,” Sir Eustace repbed, “ you mil not find me 
backsvaid in returning any courtesies you pay me ” 

The knights turned away with their torch-bearers 

(iI250) ' 1) 
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“ Keep A close tchiiiglits Kouvard,” Sir Etist^ice said 
“!Mark yon AvLat iLe Icnigkt s.nd, — adion liil the morning. 
Had I to deal ^rith a lord gentleman I could liare slept 
soundly, Imt mitli tliese adventnrei’S it is djfferents It may 
l>e tliat he tinly does not intend to attack till morning, hnt 
it IS more likely tli it he used the mords in oi'der to throm 
ns otT onr guard ’ 

“We will keep close ward, Sii Eustace, All the men-at^ 
aims haye their cross-boirs. .and though I say not that 
they can shoot like these English .aichers, they can shoot 
straight enough to do good irork should those fellows 
attempt in force to cross the small moat aiid .attack the 
gite. But if they come, methinks it inll he but to tiy if 
we .arc w,akoful; ’tis no light thing to attack even .an ont- 
woik like this, ivith this loop from the moat surrounding ii^-^ 
without previous e.MUiin.ation of the ground and recon- 
noitring of the castle. ’ 

“They would not attempt to attaclv the foi tress itself,^' 
Sir Eustace said, “but if they could seize this outwork by 
suipiise It would mightily .aid them in them .attack on the 
foitiess, at any r.ite I will send doini iii'c .aichers, and if 
any of the enemy crawl up to see hou- ivide the water is 
hero, and how the attempt had best be made, I wairant 
th.it they will not retui n if the archers can but get a sight 
of them Post h.ilf youi men on thcirall, .and let the others 
sleep; change them eveiy two hours — want no sleepy 
heads in the nioining.” 

By tlus time the confused sound of a Large number of 
men marching could be made out .and a quni ter of an horn 
Intel three or foui cottages, some five hundred yards .aw.ay, 
avei 0 til ed. and an augiy nuuanur In oke from the men as tlie 
llaiucs shot up Aft 01 sending down the five archers, Sir 
Eustace leturncd to his post oier the main gate 
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“Get cressets and torches in readiness to light if they 
attack the postern,” Sir Eustace said, “we must have light 
to see how things go, so that we may hoist the drawbridge 
as soon as our men are upon it, should- the enemy get the 
better of them Be sure that one is not left behind, it were 
better that half a dozen of the enemy set foot on the draw- 
biidge than that one of oim brave fellows should be sacii- 
ficed ” 

“ I should think that there is no fear of their attacking 
until those flames have burnt down, we should see them 
against the light,” John Harpen said 

“No, there is no fear of then attaclang, but the fire 
would be of advantage if any men were crawling up to 
spy Of course they would not cross the slope in a line 
inth the fire, but would work along on either side, reckon- 
mg, and with reason, that as oui men would have the hght 
in their eyes they would be all the less likely to make out 
objects crawhng along in the shade by the side of the moat 
Plant half a dozen bowmen at intervals on the wall, Tom, and 
tell them to keep a shi’ewd eye on the giound near the moat, 
and if they see aught monng there to try it with an arrow,” 
There was shouting and noise up by the biuning cottages, 
where the enemy were feasting on the spoils they had taken, 
and drinking from the vine-bairels that had been brought 
vuth them in carts fiom the last 'I'lllage that they had 
plundcied 

“I wish wo were somewhat strongei, or they somewhat 
weakei,” Sir Eustace said, “were it so, we would make a 
silly, and give the knaves a sharp lesson, but mth only two 
hundred men against their eight thousand it would be 
madness to tiy it, ve might slaj’ a good many, but might 
lose a score before we veic back in the castle, and it would 
be a hoax y loss to us ’ 
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‘ Iveoj) a close ivafccli to-iiiglifc, Bouvaid,” >Sir Eustace said 
“Mailc you >vhat the kiughfc said, — adieu till the morning 
Had I to deal inth a 103ml gentleman I could have slept 
soundl3^, hut with these adventurers it is difleiont It niaj' 
he that he trul3’’ does not intend to attack till morning, hut 
it IS moie likelj’’ that he used the voids in order to thiow 
us oft 0111 guai d ” 

“ We will keep close wai d, Sii Eustace All the men-at- 
aims have their cross-hovs, and though I say not that 
tiic}’^ can shoot like these English aicheis, 1503 *^ can shoot 
stiaight enough to do good work should those fellovs 
attempt in foice to cross the small moat and attack the 
gate But if they come, niothinks it w'll he but to Uy if 
we aie vakcfulj 'tis no light thing to attack even an oiit- 
voik like this, Aiith this loop fiom tlic moatsimounding it, 
Avithout pi e\ ions examination of the ground and lecoii- 
noitiing of the castle ” 

“They would not attempt to attack the foitiess itself,” 
Sir Eustace said, “hut if thc3" could seize tins oiitvoik 53- 
sill pi ISO It Avould raightil3’^ aid them in their attack on the 
foitiess, at ani' rate I Mill send doivn five aicheis, and if 
any of the 01101113’^ cravl up to see how vude the Avater is 
here, and hoAv tlie attempt had best be made, I Avaiiant 
that the3’ aauII not return if the aicheis can but get a sight 
of them Post half yom men on the AAmll, and let the otheis 
sleep, change them cvei3^ tAvo houis — ^Ave Aimnt no sleepy 
heads in the morning” 

B3'’ this time the confused sound of a laigo number of 
men mai clung could bo made out, and a quaiter of an horn 
later thiee or four cottages, some fiA*c hundred yaids ava3’-, 
Aveic filed, and an angiy muimui bioke fiom the men as the 
flames shot up Aftei sending dowm the five archers, Sir 
Eustace letuined to his post oa-ci the mam gate 



A SIEGE 


51 


“Get cressets and torches in readiness to light if they 
attack the postern,” Sir Eustace said, “we must have light 
to see how things go, so that we may hoist the diawbridge 
as soon as our men are upon it, should the enem}^^ get the 
better of them Be sure that one is not left behind, it were 
better that half a dozen of the enemy set foot on the draw- 
bridge than that one of oui' brave fellows should be sacii- 
ficed ” 

“ I should think that there is no fear of their attaclang 
until those flames have burnt down, we should see them 
against the light,” John Harpen said 

“Eo, there is no feai of then attaclang, but the fire 
would be of advantage if any men weie crawling up to 
spy Of course they would not cross the slope in a line 
with the file, but would woik along on either side, leckon- 
ing, and with reason, that as our men would have the hght 
in their eyes they would be all the less likely to make out 
objects crawling along in the shade by the side of the moat 
Plant half a dozen bowmen at intervals on the wall, Tom, and 
tell them to keep a shrewd eye on the giound near the moat, 
and if they see aught mo^^ng there to try it ^vith an airow.” 

There was shouting and noise up by the burning cottages, 
whole the enemy weie feasting on the spoils they had taken, 
and dnnking fiom the inne-bairels that had been bi ought 
vuth them in caits fiom the last ^^llage that they had 
plundei ed 

“I vush wo were somewhat stronger, or they somewhat 
ueaker,” Sir Eustace said; “were it so, we would make a 
sally, and give the knaves a sharp lesson, but with only two 
hunched men agjiinst their eight thousand it would be 
madness to tiy it, ve might slay a good many, but might 
lose a scoic before we veie back in the castle, and it would 
be .1 ho.uy loss to u*: ” 
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'‘I tliinldn^ lliat mTsclf, Sir iBistooe,” Lis csqiiirs 
said. '“TLat is tLc worst of lacing on iLo dcfcnco^ one soos 
sncli cLancos bnt cannot nrail one’s self of tbeni.” 

In tbe castle ea'crjrtliing was qnict^ and all t.hose not on 
duty were alroadv asleep jHong iLe will witrLers stod( 3 
at sliort intervals peering into tlie darlcnoss, but tbc main 
body tbere were also strotebed on tbc wall with tbeir arras 
by tbeir side until required to be up and doing, blow tint 
Sir bhistace was binisclf at tbe gate bis e^qnirc went round 
tbe avails at short int,erv.als to be sure tbat, tbe men on 
watch were vigilant Presently a lond cr_y was beard from 
tbe comer of tbe moat away to the right 

and sec what is doing, Gny,’ Sir Enslace said, ■''and 
bring mo news ” 

Gny ran alottg to tbc angle of tbe wall Hero one of tbe 
archers was posted 

^'^^^ta^ is it, Biclton 

man crept np to that corner opposite, blaster Gny, I 
cotild not have sworn to him, it is so pesky dark, bnt. I 
thought there w.as something moaing tlmre and shot almost 
at a amitiu’C, for I conld scarce see the end of my arrow; 
bnt it bit tbcie or tberoAbouts;, for 1 heard him shouU A 
moment haler he was on his feet and nmning, I could see 
him more plainly then, so I shot, again, and over ho weait I 
fancy tint in tbe morning yon arill see my arrow sticking 
up somowbere between Hs sbonldcr-bladcs, tbougb tbere is 
no saying precisely, for a nicetv of sbooting is not to be 
looked for in tbc dark.” 

■“You bavo done a'cry well. Pickon. Keep your eyes 
open ; we may be sure tbere are more than one of these 
fellows abont.” 

Guy hurried back with the nows 

''That is good,” said Sir Kustacii, “and it avas just as well 
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tliat the archer did not lull him outright with his fii’st arrow, 
the ciy will show any of his comrades who may be about 
that the}’- had best keep their distance iiom the walls ” 

A minute’s silence followed, and then Long Tom said, 
“Theie is another has had his lesson, Sm Eustace I heard 
a bow twang across there, and as there was no cry you may 
be sui'e that the shaft sped straight, and that the man had 
no time to utter one ” 

“He may have been missed altogether, Tom ” 

“hlissed altogether ’ no indeed, Sii Eustace, there is no 
feai of that Theie is not one of the men on the wall who 
would miss a man uhose figme he could make out at fifty 
y aids’ distance, and they would scarce see them until they 
were as close as that No, m3’ lord, I would wager a 
mouth’s pay that when morning damis there is a dead man 
lying somewhere in front of the outwoik.” 

“Now, Guy, you had best go up to your room and be 
doivn until daybght," Sir Eustace said “Theie wiU be 
nought doing to-night, and unless I am mistaken, we shall be 
busy from suniise till sunset I shall myself be down for a 
couple of hoius presently, and then send John Hai’pen to 
rest till daybght Long Tom, see that you yourself and all 
your men take a shoit sleep by tin ns; we shall need your 
eyes to be open above all others to-monow ” 

Guy promptl}' obeyed the ordei Dame Margaret was 
still up 

“Is everything qmet^ Guy?” she asked as he entered 
“So quiet, my lady, that Sir Eustace has ordei ed me to 
bed, and he said that he hiraseK should come down for a 
short sleep presently. Two spies who craivled up have 
been slam h}’ the nrehem Sir Eustace is sure that no 
attack mil be made before morning 

Tlicn he went into his little room and thiew himself on to 
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Ills p-dlct. During flie first fe^r minutes lie lifted Hs Lead 
several Times fancying tLat lie lieard noises; iLen lie fell 
into a sound sleep and did not mvake imtil tlie day davmed. 

In a fern minutes Guv nias on tlie Trail I3ie niidit Lad 

' -w 

jiassed quielly; so far as rvas laiorvii no fresli attempt at 
reconnoitring tlie rrorlcs liad been made, and as tlie moon 
Iiad risen soon after lie Lad gone to Led tLere Tvas reason 
to believe tliat tLe fact tLat tLe trro spies Lad not retunied 
Tvas so strong a proof of the Tugilancc of tLe garrison, tLat 
tLe enemy Lad been content to rrait until morning. Just 
as tLe sun rose tLe tliree IniigLts wLo Lad summoned tLe 
castle on tLe preceding evening apjieared on iLe brorv of 
tlie opposite slope, accompanied by a body of men-at-arms, 
and rode slorrly round tLe castle- Pi'om time to rime they 
Laltedj and Tvcrc eridontly engaged in a discussion as to 
tLe point at vLicL it could be best alticlcod 

Shall I shoot, my lord P Long Tom asked “They are 
some trro hundred and fifty yards array, but from this 
LeierLt metLinks that I could reach them.'’ 

*‘It Tvould be useless/’ Sir Eustace said,* "you could Lit 
them, I doubt not, but you rrould not pierce their armour 
at this distance, aud it is .as rvell that they should not kiiorv 
Lott far our borvs rvill cairv until rre are sure of doing 
execution TrLen rve shoot; besides I rronld rather that they 
began the fight, TLe quarrel is not one of my seeking, 
and I Tvill leave it to them to open the ball It is true that 
they did so last night hv sending their spies here, hut rre 
have bal.inced that account. Lloreover, if they arc to attack, 
the sooner the better. They may L.ive gained nerrs from 
Sir Hugh of the coming here of the Engh'sh archers and the 
men-atearms, hut if they have not done so vre shall have a 
rare surprise in store foi them 

Altar the knights had m.ade a circuit of the c,astle they 
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retiiedj and presently a dense mass of men appeared fiom 
beiiuid the brow on which the cottages they had burned 
had stood. 

“They have bundles of faggots, Su' Eustace'” Guy ex- 
claimed 

“ So thej’' have, Guy > Your eye is a good one It seemed 
to me that the outhne was a strange one, but doubtless it 
IS as you say — ^that each man has a faggot on his shoulder 
It IS evident that they intend, in the fiist place, to assault 
the postein, and have brought the faggots to fill up the 
ditch " 

Then he turned to the gunners at the cannon 
“Lay your pieces so as to bear on them when they come 
half-way down the hill,” he said, and shoot when they aie 
fairly in the line of file Talce the same ord eis, Guy, to the 
men worlnng the ballistas and mangonels on the wall Tell 
them not to loose their machines until aftei the guns aie 
filed If the fellows take to flight, tell them not to waste 
their missiles, if they advance, let them be sure that they 
aie well within lange hefoie they shoot ” 

With loud shouts the enemy came down the slope 
When they were half-way doivn the two guns roared out, and 
their shot ploughed two lanes in the crowded body. Theic 
was a movement of letieat, but the three knights and 
several otheis thiew themselves in fiont, waving then 
swoids and shouting, and the Oileanists rallied and moi’ccl 
forwai'd, but at a much slower pace than before They had 
gone but a shoit distance n hen the airows of the archei-s m 
the outwoik and the holts of the cioss-bows worked by the 
raen-at-.nrms there, began to fall among them So tine was 
tbc aim of the aicheis that scarce a shaft was wasted At 
the distance at which they weie shooting they did not aim 
at the knights, whoso vizors and coats of mail could not 
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liare l>ccn piw’ced. Imt sliot nt llio coimaonaltj, Tvlio?e faces 
and tliroits Trere for tlic most part improtocted, ^Taii after 
man fell, and the evoss-hovr Iiolts also told ieamlv npon the 
cromd. Tliop had come doani hnt a short distance farther 
arhen Long Tom, and the archers avith loim on the arall, 
began to send their arroars thick and fast, and the machines 
hnrled heaar stones avith tremondons force amoncr them 
A moment later the Lrench broke and dod np the slo}»o 
again, Jcaadng some fifty of their nnmhcr stretched on the 
ground. The knights folloarod more slomlr, 'When thev 
reached the crest a group of them gathered .oronnd Sir 
Clngnet de Brahant, 

“Bp mp faithj’^ the latter said hitterip, “arc hare 
reckoned nfthont out host-, Sjr Jvnights. TTe came U-) 
shear, Imt in good sooth arc seem more Hkelp t.o go hack 
shorn. Tmlp those knaa'cs shoot mairellonslp; scarce an 
arroTT arent astrap/’ 

“As I mentioned to pon, Sir Clngnet,” Sir Hugh dc 
Bruges said, “ Six Eustace hroxxght arith hixxi from England 
da'C-and-tarenty boarmcn, .and 1 heard tell from men arho 
had seen them trping their skill .at targets that thep areie 
in noarise infciaor to those anth arhom arc hare heforc had 
to deal to our cost.'' 

“Trulp pe did so. Sir Hxigh; but the matter made no 
impression npon mp mind, except as a proof that the 
knight’s incliixations arere still arith England, and that it 
arerc arell that his castle arere placed in better keeping: 
but in truth these fclloars shoot m.ara-cllonslr, both for 
strens-th and tniencss of aim I xnarked as are came back 
that of the men are passed ladng there, nigh all xhose arho 
had been strxxck avith arroars arere hit in the face or throat, 
and pet the distance must hare been over a hundred and 
fifty pards 
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“ I can anSAver for the force,” one of the others -said, “ foi 
a shaft struck me fairly on the chest, and hiuled me to the 
ground as if it had been the shock of a lance, and it is well 
my mail was of the best work of Milan , but nei’^ertheless 
the arrow broke two of the linlcSj if the distance had been 
shortei, I doubt not that it would hai’^e slain me Well, 
what shall we do next, gentlemen? For very shame v'e 
cannot inth eight thousand men maich away haiung accom- 
plished nothing The question is, where shall our next 
attack be delivered ?” 

“Methinks,” anothei kmght said, “we deliveied our 
attack too rashly Had I Imown that theie were Enghsh 
archers there I should have adnsed waiting until nightfall, 
and I think that it would be best to do so now If we take 
our fellows up ivhile theie is light they aviU suffei so much 
from the stings of these wasps that they null soon lose heart 
The Icnaves shoot not only straight and strong, but they 
shoot se fast that though, as you say, theie may be but 
twenty-five of them, the air seemed full of arrows, and had 
you told us that there iveie two hundred archers shooting, 
I should have thought the estimate a re.isonable one ” 

They stood for some time discussing the best method of 
attack, and as soon as they had settled upon it the men 
weie told to scattei Some ivcie to go to the faimhouses 
and bring up any hides that might be stored there, and to 
fetch all the hui dies they could la}’’ hands upon; a portion 
V ere to go to the woods and cut timber for malong mantlets 
and coA’cr, while tivo thousand were to lemain imdei arms 
in case llie gari ison should make a sortie 

^^llhl^ the enstle all A\eic in high spints at the easy 
repulse of the first attack 

“Sir Chignet must ha\c learned fiom Su Hugh of my 
haMiig Enghsh archers and men-at-arms here,’ Sir Eustace 
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said to his lioutonant, “and yet ho advanced as caiolessl}'^ 
and coniidcntly as if ho had heen attacking a place defended 
onl}’’ hy fat Flemish hiiighorsj hovover, ho has had his 
lesson, and as it is said ho is a-good knight, ho will doubtless 
piofit bj'^ it, and we shall hear no inoio of him till after the 
sun has set Ihin up to the toj) of the koc]), Guy, and biing 
mo luck novs vhat they are doing” 

In a feu minutes the lad ictuined “There aio two or 
throe thousand of them, my loid, diawn up in a body beyond 
the crest, the icst of thorn aro scattoiing in ^alJOus dnec- 
tions.” 

“That is as I cxjiootod,’' Sir Fustaoo remarked, “thc^f 
have gone to piop.uo materials foi a icgnlai attack. It 
may bo deli voi eel to-night, or may be delayed for a day or 
two, however, wo sliall bo loady for them. Jean Bouvaid, 
do you go round tlio walls and tell all, save a few as sentiies, 
to ictiro until the watchman blous his hoin to warn us 
if they seem to bo gathciing for an attack, and do you, 
Long Tom, gne tho same ozdors to yonr archers Tlioic 
is no use wasting tlio men's sticiigth till the -work begins 
in earnest If Sir Cluguct is vise ho uill march aA\ay at 
once Ho would need lieav}' machines and cannon to make 
a breach in oiu walh, and oven had ho an abundanco of 
them it Mould take him some time to do so If ho tncs 
again, you may bo sui c that it ill bo tho M'ork of Sir Hugh 
do Fruges, "who has no doubt a lively interest iii the matlci 
He is a clovci follou', and Mill no doubt do his best to woilc 
on tho feelings of the other knights by rcpi csciitmg that it 
Avould bo disgi aceful foi so laigo a foice to abandon tho 
ontorpriso merely because a fust hastj' attack, delivered 
without piopaiation, had been repulsed The fact that thci 
have made so c.iroful an ex.amination of tho castle Mould 
seem 111 itself to shoiv that they intended to ronoAv tho 
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attempt in anotlier form if the first onset failed, and, more- 
over, the scattering of the force aftenvaids while the knights 
still remained with a large body heie points in the same 
direction " 

Guy on descending from the keep ]oined Sir Eustace and 
his infe in their apartments 

“The lad has home himself bravely," Sir Eustace said 
approinngly to his mfe, “he was standing beside me when 
then shot was bringing donna the dust round our eai's, and 
he nezthei started nor flinched, though in truth it was far 
fiom pleasant, especially as we had nothing to do but to 
look on It may be next time we shall have sterner fighting, 
and I doubt not that he null bear himself well ” 

“Could I not come up and cany your messages, father?" 
Homy asked, “I am not stiong hke Guy, but I could do 
that ’’ 

“ He IS too young foi it yet, Eustace,” Dame Margaret 
broke m 

“Hay, infe,” the knight said gently, “the lad is not too 
young foi such service Theie will be little danger in it, 
foi Ills head vnll not show over the battlements, and it is 
well that ho should learn to heai without fear the whiz of 
an anow or the shock of a great stone fiom a balhsta, the 
clash of arms, and the shouting of men As he says, he is 
not yet strong enough tobeai aims, but he mil leain to 
biaco his nerves and show a bold front in danger; that is a 
lesson that cannot be learned too young Yes, Henry, you 
shall be my messengei. If they try an assault to-mght, 
you shall put on for the first time the steel cap and breast- 
picco I had made for you m England, there mil be no 
danger of youi being hit by cioss-bow bolt or airon, but 
there may bo spbntei's of stone flying when a missile hits the 
battlement. Take no arms mtb you, only your dagger, they 
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TTOuld be useless to you, and ironld iamper yoizr move- 
ments in getting past tlie men on tlic ■vrall, or in mnning up 
and donm the steps leading to it iSfoir pon lad hetter he 
donrn; 'both &uj and mjself are going to do so At sunset, 
if no alarm comes "before, yon irill he caDed 

'‘We must not coddle the hoy, hlargaret,’ he said as Guy 
and Henry irent off “I Imoir that he is not physically 
strong as yet, and sorry I am that it should he so, hut he 
nught exert himself more than he docs, and he is apt to 
think too much of his ailments I iras niad irhen he 
rolunteered to do something, for it is at least as irell that 
he should he able to stand ffre eren if he cannot learn the 
use of arms; moreover, it may he that after once hearing 
a part in a fray he may incline more Trarmlj to varlike 
exercises than he has hitherto done,’ it may ronse in him 
a spirit irhich has so far been Tranting I hare often 
thought that it irould hare been better if Agnes had been 
the hoy and he the girl; she has far more courage and fire 
than he has Yon remember irhen that savage hull chased 
them, hoTT she sam him first over the stile and got tossed 
over after him for her pains?'’ 

I).ame hlargaret nodded ‘‘I am not likely to forget it, 
Eustace, seeing that her arm iras l^roken and I had to nnrse 
her for six veeks Ho you Imoir that she vas up on the top 
of the keep rrhile the fighting ivas going on ^ Of course I 
iras there myself, and she begged so hard to be affoved to 
remain irith me that I had not the heart, to say her nay.” 

“Was Henry there too 5” 

Oh, yes; and shouted irith the best of them irhen the 
enemy fled over the hill Even Charlie mas there, and as 
excited as either of them Of course, I had to hold him up 
sometimes for him uo be able to see mhat mas going on; 
and he looked rather pale at first, mhen they opened fire, 
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but be soon plucked up wben be saw that tbeir shot did no 
damage near us You see be is a strong bealtby boy, wbile 
Henry bas always been weak, altbougb I do not tbink that 
be lacks courage ” 

“He ought not, mfe, be comes from a figbtmg stock 
on either side But I fear that unless be changes gieatly 
be IS cut out rather for a monk than a man-at-arms And 
now I ivill be doivn, for you may be sure that I shall not 
close an eye to-nigbt Did you note the banner of Hugh 
de Fruges iintb the others 

“ Yes, and I felt more uncomfortable after seeing it He 
IS a crafty man, Eustace ” 

“ He IS not a brave one,” the knight said scornfuU}’^ “ I 
challenged him to meet me outside in a fair field, and the 
craven did not answei me, and Sir Clugnet bad to make 
speech for him and decline the offer ” 

“You will need all your vigilance, Eustace. I trust that 
every man within the walls is faithful to us , but if there be 
a traitor, be sure that Sir Hugh will endeavom- to plot with 
him, nay, he may already have done so ” 

“ They would have no chance of malang communication 
mth him weie thcie a dozen of them, infe ,,Long Tom 
and his comiades mil take good care that none come neai 
enough for speech ” 

The day passed away in perfect quiet From time to 
time word came down fiom the look-out that the scattered 
soldiei-s were returning laden with a great quantity of 
young trees, wattles, and doors Dame Margaret kept 
watch in her room, and allowed no messengers to enter her 
husband’s apartments 

“If there be need, I will wake him,” she said, “but he 
knows well enough vhat the French have gone for, and 
there is nought to do until they adiance to the attack ’ 
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Guy slept. Itnt a sliort linie, Aiid ns lie frequently started 
np under tlie Impression that tlie lioin rr.is sounding an 
alarm, in tlie afternoon lie got np and Arcnt down into tlic 
comt-yard, Por some time lie wandered aliont in tlie quar- 
ters occupied by tlie ten nits These had now settled down; 
the children were playing about as uneoneernedly as if the^^ 
had been on their hthers’ farms; women were arashing 
clothes or preparing the evening meal over little charcoal 
fires. A certain quantity of meat Ind heen served ont to 
each family, and they wore therefore doing better than in 
tlieir own honses, for meat was a luxnry seldom Ion died 
by the Ercnch peasantry. 

Almost all who had entered the castle had brought with 
them a snpplv of herbs and vegetables; tbese, with a hand- 
ful or two of coarsely-gi'ouud meal boiled into broth, cousri- 
tutod their usaial fare, arid the addition of a portion of 
meat xahbrded them great satisfaction Some of the men 
were still asleep, in preprration for a long nights worlc; 
others wore standing about talldiig in little groups; some 
Avere on tlie wmIIs watcbiiig with gloomy frees tlie siuohe 
wTO.aths that still rose from what Ind been their homes. 
Puclcs, geese, and hens rvalked about unconcernedly looking 
for any strav gr.aiiis that bad passed nmiotieed avlien tbey 
had last been fed, and a chorus of di5s.atisfied giuutiug arose 
from the pigs tint, had a large pen in the aaird next to tlie 
huts. Those were still smaiting under .a sense of injury 
excited not only by their remowrl from their familiar haunts, 
but by the fact that most of them had been hastily marked 
by a dipping of some Idiid in the ear in order to ouahle their 
owmers to distinguish them from the others Boys avere 
caiTying buckets of waater from a well in tbe couitr-yard to 
the troughs for the cattle and horses, and the men-at-arms 
Avere dc-auiug their armoui and polishing rheir steel caps. 
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“ Well, Tom, I hope we shall get on as well to-night as 
we did this mormng,” Gny said to the leader of the aichers 
“I hope so. Master Guy, hut I would rather fight hy day 
than hy lught, it is random work when you can neither see 
your mark nor look stiaight along your ariow If we had a 
moon we should do well enough, hut on these dark nights 
skill does not go for much, still, I douht not that we shall 
giA^e a good account of ourselves, for at any rate we shall 
he ahle to make them out before they come to close woik 
The women have been malong a gieat store of toiches 
to-day, and that will help us a hit, though I would that 
they could be planted fifty yards beyond the moat instead 
of on the walls, for although they will be of some use to us 
they vnll be of even more to the enemy What think you 
that their plan will bel” 

“I should say that they are intending to march forwaid 
covered by mantlets of wattles and hides They will plant 
them near the edge of the moat, and throw up some earth- 
works to shelter them and then machines, no doubt they 
ivill use the doors they have fetched from all the farmhouses 
for the same purpose ” 

“ The doois ivill be moie to the point, certainly,” the bow- 
man said “As to their hides and wattles, at fifty yards I 
mil wan ant oiu aiiows go through them as if they were 
paper, but I cannot say as much about stout oaken doors 
— that is a taiget that I have never shot against, I fear 
that the shock would shiver the shafts The mantlets too 
would seivo them to some pin pose, foi we should not know 
exactly where they were standing behind them As foi 
their machines, they cannot have many of them.” 

“They had something like a score of uaggons uitli them, 
Tom, these would cany the beams foi half a dozen big 
halhstas, besides, they haie their cannon ’ 
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“ I don’t mako much account of the cannon,” the archer 
said, “they take pietty nearly an hour to load and fno 
them, and at that late, however haid a shot may hit, it 
would be some tune bcfoio they wi ought much damage on 
the walls It is the sound moic than the danger that makes 
men afraid of the things, and, foi ni}' part, I ivonld not take 
the trouble of dragging them about. They arc all veiy 
well on the avails of a castle, though I see not that oven 
there they aic of great advantage over the old machines 
It is ti ue that they shoot further, but that is of no great 
use. It is when the anemy come to attack that you want 
to lull them, and at iiftj^ 3'auls I would kill more men vith 
my shafts in ton minutes than a cannon would do uith a 
week’s filing I wonder they tioublo to cany them about 
mth them, sai'c that folk's are not accustomed to their noise 
yet, and might open thcii gates u hen they sec them, while 
they would make a stout defence if they had only b.vllistas 
and mangonels to deal with I suppose when the}’’ have got 
the shelteis close to the moat they vill biing up planks to 
throw across ” 

“Yes, no doubt they will try that, Tom; but the moat is 
ovci wide foi planks, and I think it more likely that they 
will have piovidcd themselves with sacks, and filled them 
inth earth, so as to make a passage across vith them.” 

“ As to the planlis not being long enough, Master Guy, 
they could get over that easy enough They would only 
Inue to send three ot four suimmeis across the moat, then 
thrust long beams over for those who had ciosscd to fix 
fiimly, and then lay short planks across them.” 

“ So they would, Tom, I did not think of that Well, at 
any rate, I expect they will manage to get aci oss the moat 
somehow and plant laddcis against the w.dl ” 

“And ue .sh.'dl chuck them down again,” Tom said. 
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“They ‘won’t care much, foi that But as long as they 
cannot knock a hi each in the walls I warrant that we can 
hold them ” 


CHAPTER IV. 

A FATAL ACCIDENT. 

A S soon as the sun had set, the defenders gathered on the 
walls Flies had alieady been lighted there and 
cauldions of watci and pitch suspended ovei them, and 
sacks of quick-lime placed in leadiness to be emptied, great 
piles of stone were placed at shoi t intervals 

“As long as they attack at only one or two places,” Sii 
Eustace said to his infe, “ I am quite confident that we shall 
repulse them If they attack at a dozen they may succeed, 
as we should only have a couple of archers and six or seven 
nien-at-aims at each point, besides a score or so of the 
vassals I have no doubt that these mil fight stoutly, for 
the sight of their burning homos has loused them, and each 
man is longing to get a blow at those who have m ought 
them so much damage Still, thnty men are but a small 
party to beat back an assault by hundreds However, if 
they can 3^ the outside wall thej’^ will have the second to 
deal with, and there we shall stand much thicker togethei, 
and they cannot attack fiom many points, while if we aic 
driven into the keep, we shall be strongei still Have yon 
seen that the women and children are read^’^ to retire into the 
keep as soon as the assault begins?” 

“ I have been i ound mj self and given oi dere,” Dame Jfar- 
gu ct said “ I have told them that the inner gate mil be 
closed as soon as fighting begins, and that those v ho do not 
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come in before that must lemain outside, or else mount to 
tile ivalls and cross the bridges, for that on no account mil 
the gates be opened again ” 

“ That IS well, Margaret I am now about to station two 
men-at-arms on the inner wall at the end of each of the 
three bridges, so that they may be ready on the instant to 
turn the catches and let the budges fall behind our men as 
they rush across The tenants have aheady driven as many 
more of their best horses and cattle into the inner court as 
can find standing loom, so that their loss may be as small 
as possible If the outer wall is carried, I have no great 
fear that the second wall will be taken, the plunderers 
who form the mass of Sir Clugnet’s force will have had 
enough and more than enough of fighting by the time that 
they capture the outer one AMiatever happens, do not 
show yourself on the walls to-night, and see that the 
children do not leave their beds, you can do nought, and 
will see but httle in the dark To-moirow morning, vofe, I 
will leave you free to go among the soldiers and give them 
encouragement as maj^ be needed, but for to-night, I pray 
you stir not out I will send Henry from time to time to 
let you Imow how matters go ” 

Eapidly the men gathered on the walls, each had had 
his post assigned to him, and when Sir Eustace made a 
tour of inspection he was glad to see how confidently 
each man bore himself, and how well prepared to give the 
enemy a warm reception As soon as it became dark, the 
outwork on the other side of the moat was abandoned, the 
defenders called into the castle, and the drawbridge raised, 
for it was erident to iSir Eustace that although it might 
be maintained in daylight, by the aid of the archcis on 
the wall, it could not resist an attack by overwhelming 
numbers when deprived of that assistance Sir Eustace, 
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after inspecting tlie men's aims, ordered all those on the 
walls, with the exception of a few who were to remain on 
watch, to sit down mth their hacks against the battlement, 
and to maintain an absolute silence 

“It is by sound rather than sight that we shall be able 
to judge of their movements,” he said “ All sitting down 
may deep, if it so pleases them, till they are roused ” 

The sentiies weie ten in number, and were aU taken 
from among the archers Most of these men had been 
accustomed to the chase, weic sloUed in woodcraft, and 
accustomed to listen to the shghtest noises that might tell 
of the movement of a stag and enable them to judge his 
position Sir Eustace, for the piesent, posted himself in his 
old position over the gate Jean Bonvard and Guy were 
inth him, while Long Tom moved roimd and round the 
walls to gather news from his sentries Sometimes Guy 
accompaiued him 

“They are moving,” Tom the archer said as he stood 
listomng intently on the wall at the lear of the castle “ It 
is an hour past sundown, and about the time the knaves 
will be mustering if they intend to make a regular attack 
on us If it had been only an escalade there would have 
been no sound until neaily morning I thought I heard 
them on the other side, but I am sure of it now ” 

“I can hear singing up at their camp,” Guy said, “but 
I don’t hear anything else ” 

“ They are keeping that up to deceive us, I expect. But 
besides the singing there is a soi t of mstle I don’t think 
that they are coming this way at piesent, or we should hear 
It plainer It seems to me that it is spreading all round ” 

"I will go back and tell Sir Eustace avhat von think, 
Tom ” 

Guy Immed back to the other side of the castle 
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“Long Tom thinks^ Sir Eustace^ that he can hear a stir 
all round.” 

“AYe liavc noticed it too — at least, all round this side, 
lell him not to call the men to then feet until the enemy 
approaches more closely I believe that it is the march of 
a large numbei of 111011, and that they aie probably nioiung 
to the positions assigned to them, but it ma}’’ be another 
hour 01 two before they close 111 ” 

In a shoit tunc the sound became moie distinct, fiom a 
lustlc it lose to a deep confused murmur, then an occasional 
clink as of arms strildng armour became audible ]\rost of 
the men on the nails weic now on their feet ga/ing into 
the darkness Presently the sound ceased, Hist on one side 
and then on another 

“I fancy they ai call at theii stations now, JeaiiBouv.nrd; 
we shall soon licai 11101 c of them. Do not lot your archers 
shoot, Tom, until they am make them out very distinctly 
AYc may be sui c that they n ill come up noth tlicir inaiitlets, 
and it would be a waste of arioivs to loose at them until 
they aie close to the moat, but of com sc if separate figmes 
can bo distinguished yom men will diaw on them ” 

In a quarter of an lioui messengeis came from various 
points on the wall saying that theie was something moimg 
within sight, and to those at the post oiei the gate a daik 
confused mass like a shadoAV seemed to be slowly coming 
down tow.aids then outwoik 

“Touch ofi' the guns, Jean,” Sir Eustace said; “we shall 
get no fill thcr chance of catching them in a body ” 

Tlie captain stooped, lit two tonclifiies at the lantern 
standing in readiness. gaAC one to a man-at-jums, and went 
•with the otbci to a cannon Both the gnus had been filled 
to the inuzrlc 'unth bits of non and nails, .and bad been laid 
to bcai on the slope beyond flic outwoik They wcie filed 
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almost simultaneously, and tlie sound -was followed by yells 
of pain and dismay The besiegers, seeing that tlieie was 
uothiiig further to gain b}^ concealment, bmst into a shout 
that lan all round the castle, and were answered by one of 
defiance fiom the walls The sound was succeeded by loud 
ordeis fiom the leadcis of the various assaulting parties, 
and the objects befoie but dimly seen, now approached the 
walls lapidly Jean Bouvavd hurried away to superintend 
the defence at other parts 

“You may as well go the other way, Guy, and let me know 
from time to time how things aie getting on Henry, iiin 
down to your mother and tell her that the enemy are 
monng up to the moat, and that it will be some time before 
there is an}’- haid fighting, then come back here again ” 

It was easier to see from the side walls than it had been in 
front, for in front there was a glow m the sky fiom the num- 
ber of files burning bejmnd the west of the slope, and Guy 
was able to make out what seemed to him a wall extending 
some fifteen yards, near the edge of the moat The nichers 
and ciosshow-men gathered opposite to it had just begun 
to shoot Behind this wall there were other daik masses 
iriegulaily placed, and extendmg back as far as he could 
sec An occasional cry told that the airows were doing 
execution upon the unseen assailants behind the mantlets, 
and soon the blows of cross-bow bolts against the wall and 
the shaiptap of aiiows told that the enemy had also betaken 
themselves to their arms A uumbei of giant toiches had 
been prepared, consisting of sheafs of straw soaked with 
pitch, and one of these was now lighted and elevated on a 
pole some fifteen feet above the battlement Its light was 
sufficient to enable (he scene beioud to be clcaily made out 
A row of nnntlets some eight feet high had boon placed by 
the inoit, and others of the same height, and seven or eight 
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feet long, cle\.vtcd at slioit intonals behind these, iveio so 
placed as lo afl'oid shelter to tlie men coming donn to the 
mantlets in fiont They stood in two lines, they neio 
some twenty feet apait, but those in one lino alternated 
with those in the olhei Giiy soon saw the object of this 
anangemont i\ren were darting to and fio acioss the 
interval some six feet nido between the two lines Thus 
they had but ten feet to run fi om the shelter on one side to 
that on the other, and exposed themselves but for an instant 
to the aim of the aichcis Some of the men eairicd gicat 
bundles of faggots, othois liad sacks on thoir shouldeis 
“Do not heed the mantlets in fiont/’ said Dickon, who 
was in command of the six archoi*s near Guy, “but pick 
off those fellows as they come down Shoot m tmn, it is 
no use wasting two anows on one man. Don’t Ioo'jc your 
shaft until a man is within thioo mantlets fiom the end, 
then if one misses, the next can take him when ho iims 
across next time That is light, Ilal,” he broke off, as an 
airow sped and a man with a sack on his shoulder i oiled 
o\ei. “Now', lads, wc ought not lo miss them by tins 
light ” 

Eleven men fell, out of the next twelve who attempted lo 
cany tlicir bin dens down Guy went back to Sir Eustace 
with the news of thcrmannci in which the attack was being 
earned on, and of the effect of the aichcis’ defence. 

“I have just hoaid the same fiom the other side, thcic is 
one attack on each side and two behind, Jean JBouvai'd has 
posted himself thcio I am going round myself now, I do 
not think tlieio will bo any attack made in fiont I have 
sent the archcis here to the lonr, wlieio they vnll bo more 
useful . the follows in the outwoik acioss tlioic have enough 
lo do to sholtci themselves 

This Guy could well undei stand, for although the guns 
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could not be depressed sufficiently to fire down into the 
Uie dn pont, the mangonels were hurling stones into it, 
and the men-at-arms shooting cross-bow quarrels whenever 
a man showed himself The lear of the outwork was open 
and afforded no shelter to those who had taken possession 
of itj and already the greatei poition had letued to the 
other side of the small moat suriounding it, wheie they lay 
sheltered by the outwork itself It was not long before the 
assailants at the other points, finding that the plan they 
had formed was defeated by the slull of the archers, poured 
down in a mass between the two lines of mantlets, each 
man carrying his burden befoi e him, thus sheltermg him to 
a great extent Against this method of attack the archer s 
could do little, and now confined themselves to shooting at 
the men who, haiung thrown down the fascines or sacks by 
the edge of the moat, stood for a moment and hesitated 
before runmug back to the shelter of the mantlets, and not 
one in three got off scot-fiee Guy on going round the wall 
found the same state of things at each of the other three 
points of assault Numbers of the enemy were falling, but 
great piles of materials were accumulating at the edge of 
the moat After a time a number of kmghts and men-at- 
arms, full}’- protected by armom, came dovn and began to 
hull the sacks and bags rnto the moat, their operations being 
coieied as much as possible by a storm of imssiles shot 
tin ough holes in the mantlets In a shoi t time Sir Eustace 
01 dercd the archere to desist shooting, for they were obliged, 
in Older to aim at those so much belorv them, to expose a 
coiwidciablc portion of their bodic';, and three were killed 
by the eiieiii} ’s missiles 

‘A\ c c.nit pi event them fiom filling up the moat*’ he 
said, “and it is but thiowing awar life to try to do so ’ 

Ihc archeis were accordingly placed ui the piojccting 
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turrets, 'o'liere, vritliout being themselves e^rposed, they cmild 
shoot through the loopholes at any point on the face of the 
Trails It vras not long before the moat vras bridged at all 
four points of attach Ladders vrere then brought donn. 
This the assailants ivere able to accomplish rrithout. loss, as, 
iustSvad of carrying them, they vrere pushed backirards and 
forwards by men stationed behind the mantlets, and were 
so rigEagged down to the moat without the defenders being 
able to offer any opposition. Then rushes were made by 
parties of longbts, the ladders were placed, and the fight 
began in earnest 

In the gi cat court-yard the leader of the English men-at- 
arms was placed with twelve of his men as a reserve They 
n ere to be summoned by one, two, three:, or four blasts of 
a horn to the point at ivhich their sendees were most re- 
qiured. The assaults were obstinate, but the walls wei c as 
stoutly defended Sometimes the ladders were hurled hack 
by poles with an iron foik at the end: buckets of boiling 
water and tar avere poured over on to the assailants as they 
Glimbcred np, and lime cast oa*er on those waiting to take 
their turns to ascend, while with spear, axe, and mace the 
mcn-atrarms and tenants met the assailants as they en- 
deavoured to get a footing on the walk 

Guy had placed Mmself with the party to which he had first 
gone, and, taking a pike from a fallen man, was fighting 
stoutly The archers from their turrets kept up a constant 
flight of arrows on the crowd below. Onlv once was the 
horn sounded for the aid of the reserve Sir Eustace had 
taken the command at the lear, while iTcan Bouvard headed 
the defence on the side opposite to that at which Guy was 
fichtinc Tlic dcfendeis under Sir Eustace had the haidcst 
work to hold llieu own, being assaulted at two points This 
was endeutly the main place of attack, for here Sir Clugnet 
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himself and seveial of his knights led the assaidt, and at one 
time succeeded in gaining a footing on the wall at one point, 
while Su’ Eustace was at the other. Then the knight hlew 
his horn, and at the same time called the archers from the 
tin let nearest to him, while some of the other party on 
the wall rushed to aid him of their own accord and, pressing 
through the tenants, opposed themselves to the knights and 
men-at-aims who had obtained a footing on the wall 

Their strength, and the power with which they wielded 
their heavy axes, so held the assailants in check that they 
could not gain space sufficient for others to jom them, 
and when the reserve ran up, so heice an attack was made 
upon the knights that several were beaten down and 
the 1 est forced to spring ovei the wall at the risk of life 
and limb Sir Clugnet himself was the last to do this, 
and was earned away insensible Two or thiee of his 
companions were lulled by the fall, but the rest, leaping 
far enough out to alight beyond the solid ground at the 
foot of the walls, had then fall broken by the yielding mass 
of matoiials by which they had crossed the moat A loud 
shout of triumph rose from the defenders, and was re-echoed 
by shouts from the other walls As soon as the news of 
the repulse at the rear i cached the other parties, and that 
Sir Clugnet was badly hurt, while several of the kmghts 
were lulled, the assault ceased at once, and the Orleanists 
mthdrew, followed by derisn'e cues fiom the defenders 
“Thanks be to the saints that it is all ovei,” Sir Eustace 
said, as he opened his vizor, '“it was a close thing heie, and 
for a time I feared that the outei wall was lost Houever, 
I think that there is an end of it now, and by the morning 
we shall find that they have moved off They must have 
suflercd \ciy hcaMly, ceitainly three or four bundled must 
ha\c fallen, for ne must admit that they fought stoutly. 
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You liare all done -srell, mjfnends, and I thank jon heartilj. 
Nott, the first thing is to fetch the ironnded domi to the 
hall prepared for them Father G-regory has aU in readiness 
for them there Guj, go round and find •who hare fallen, 
and see them earned rewerentlj down to the court-yard, 
send me a list of their names, and place two men-at-arms 
at each point where the assault took place Tom, do you 
similarly dispose eight of your archers so that should they 
send a spy up to see if w-e sleep, a message can he sent hack 
in the shape of a cloth-yard shaft Bid all the tenants 
and retainers leave the walls: a horn ■uill recall them 
should there he need I will myself visit them shortly, 
and thank them for their stout defence. I will send round 
a cup of spiced wine to each man on the wall as soon as it 
can he prepared, so that all may slake their thirst after 
their efforts."’ 

Sir Eustace then made his way do'vn from the wall to 
his apartments, irhere Dame Margaret Tras avraitmg him. 
She hmried to meet him 

“"Wait, •wife^ till I have removed my helmet, and even 
then you must he careful how you embrace me, for me- 
thinks there is more than one hlood-stain on my armour, 
though happily not of mine O'rti All has gone well, love, 
and methinks that we shall hear no more of them: hut 
they fought more stoutly than I had given them credit for, 
seeing that they were hut a mixed rahhie, with a small 
proportion of real men-at-arms among them I suppose 
Heniy brought you my message to close the inuer gates, 
as they had gained a footing on the walls."’ 

“ Yo, I received no message since the one he brought me 
half an hour ago, sapug that all was going well, and I 
thought that he was with you Where can he he, Eustace T 
she asked anxiously. 
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“I knoiv not indeed, Maigaiet, but ■wnll search at once 
While I do so inll you go to the hall that you have prepared 
for the wounded, and give what aid you can there. Do not 
fear for the hoy, he turned and ran off when I spoke to 
him, and as his head leaches not to the top of the battle- 
ments no harm can hai'e befallen him, though in tiuth I 
caimot think what can have delayed him ” 

He called to two or thiee of the men below to take 
torches, and to accompany him at once, and sent others to 
the sheds to ask if he had been seen theie, then went up to 
the top of the innei wall and ciossed the bridge at the back 
“Have any of you seen aught of my son Henry?” he 
asked the men theie 

“No, my lord,” one said in leply “I maiked him by 
our side just before the Fiench got a footing at the other 
end of the wall, but I saw him not afterwards ” 

“He ran towards the steps at the coiner there,” Sir 
Eustace said, “with a message fiom me that the inner doors 
weie to be closed Come along, men,” he said to those vuth 
toiches, and going to the comer of the wall descended the 
stops, which were steep and naiiow Ho took a torch from 
one of the men and held it ovei his head As he neared the 
bottom he gave a low cry and ran dovii the last few steps, 
whcio, lying at the bottom, was the form of his son He 
Avas sti etched at full length, and there was a teinble gash 
on his f 01 eh cad The laiight Icnelt beside him and raised 
his head, fiom vhich the steel cap had fallen theie was a 
deep stain of blood on the pavement beneath He placed 
Ins hand on the boy’s heart and his ear to his bps, and the 
men vith the torches stood silently lound. It ivas but too 
evident vhat had happened In his haste to cairy the 
message Hemt s foot had slipped, and he had fallen head- 
foremost down the steep steps, his head commg in contact 
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Trith llie edge of one of them, 'W'itliont n ^ro^d Sir i^iistace 
raised the boy gently in bis arms. His f.ice rras snfncient 
to tdl tilie men the nerrs^ their young lord tt-os dead. 

Sir Eustace earried him through the inner gate and up to 
the boy’s otto room, and laid him donrn on his bod, thou 
silently he rrent out again and crossed the court to the heep 
Dame Margaret rras seeing to the grounded being laid on the 
strarr in the lotrer room, and did not notice him until he 
touched her. She turned sharply round, his face Tras snin- 
cient to tell her the truth She gaA'c a loxr cry and stepped 
bade a pace, and he moved forward and drew her to him, 

“Loa'c," he said tenderly, ‘'God has taken him. He was 
fitter for heaven than any of us; he was too gentle for this 
rough world of ours. Me shall mourn for him, but with 
him it is well ” 

Dame hlargarct laid her head on his shoulder, and hurst 
into a passion of tears Sir Eustace let her weep for a time, 
theu he whispered: 

“You must be brave, ray love. There will be other 
mourners here for their dear ones who have died fighting 
for us; they will need yonr comfort. A Tillcroy conld not 
die hotter than doing his dutv. It was not hy man’s hand 
that he fell, bnt God took him His foot slipped in mnning 
doivn the stair from the wall, and ho mnst assuredly have 
died without a pang Take the priest with you: I will see 
to the wounded here. Father Grcgoiy,” he wont on, raising 
his voice, “Dame Margaret has more need of you ni, the 
present moment than have these hiave fellows A grievous 
misfortune has befallen us. My son is dead : he fell while 
doing his duty. Do you take her to his room; I give her 
to your charge for the present I h.ave my work 1o do, and 
vill see that your patients are well cared for. 

There was a murmur of surprise and regret from the 
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wounded and tliose wlio had bi ought them m The poor 
lad had been a general farouiite in the castle for his gentle 
and iileasant ways with all, though many a time the rough 
soldiers had said among themselves, “’Tis a pity that he 
was not a girl, and the Lady Agnes a boy He is more fit 
for a priest than for a baron in times hke these, for assuredly 
he null never grow into a stout man-at-arms like his father ” 
That a soldier should have been killed m such a fight was 
to be expected, but that a gentle boy like this should have 
fallen seemed strange and unnatural, and all sorrowed for 
him as well as for their lord and lad}’-, and the men forgot 
for a time the smart of their wounds in their regret at his 
untimely death 

Sir Eustace went about his work quietly and earnestly, 
bound up the soldieis’ wounds, and saw as far as might 
be to then comfort Their number was not large, as it was 
only in the fight on the wall that aught save their heads 
had been exposed, and those struck by cross-bow bolts had 
for the most part fallen as they stood The eight men 
brought in had -without exception received wounds fiom the 
swords of the Eicnch knights, and though some of the gashes 
were bioad and deep, none of them were likely to prove 
fatal Just as the knight had finished, Guy entered He 
had hcaid the news, which had spread like -mldfiie through 
the castle The lad’s eyes were red, for he had been greatly 
attached to Henry, whose constant companion he had been 
whenever the family had been at their English home 

“ It IS a stiunge fate, lad,” Sir Eustace said, lajnng his 
hand upon Guy’s shoulder “You who have exposed your- 
self freely — for I marked vou in the fight — have come 
through scatheless, while Heniy, whom I thought to keep 
out of dangei, has fallen iVnd* what is }our news'?’’ 

“Thcie have been seventeen killed, my lord, besides Jean 
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Eouvftidj ^rlio '«'as stuick in the face by one of the last 
cioss-boiv bobs shot bofoie tlie3' cliow off’ 

“ This is bad neivs indeed I iTOndercd ho canio not 
to me ns soon as ive had beaten them oft, but I thought not 
of this He "sias a good and ti nst'n'Oi th}* fellow, and I sliall 
miss him sorely* Seventeen, sa}- 3*011! It is too many; and 
3^01 there might have been more. Wlio are thev? ’ 

“ Four of our archers, Sir Eustace, one of our English nicn- 
at-ainis, and six of 3*0111' Fiench men-.at-arnis These weio 
all la lied 113’' cross-boir bolts and anows. Tiro of 3*0111 
tenants, Pieiie Leroix and Jules Beaune, and four of Iheir 
men fell on the wall 11 hen the Ficnch gained a footing 
tlieic, thiec wcio, I hear, unmarried men, the other has 
left a nifc and thicc clnldien ” 

‘'Thc3* shall be my caie,” the knight said. “The 11 ires 
of Leroix and Beaune shall hold their farms free of dues 
until their eldest sons come of age Does all seem quiet 
inthoiit?'* 

“All is quiet, my loid , but as I left the wall but now a 
knmht ■with a white fl.ie; and fom' toi ch-bcai ers was coming 
doAVii the slope towards the outwoik.” 

“I mil go theic mvself,” Sir Eustace said, "’tis likob 
the3’^ do but come to ask foi le.avc to ciiiiy oft” the dead and 
wounded, which wc will gladlv let them do, foi it will save 
us much tioiiblc to-nioirow ” 

It w.as ns the knight had snjipo'^ed, and he at once gave 
the peniiissioii asked for, and m .1 shoi t time a gioat nurahei 
of men ivith 1 01 dies came do'VMi the slope and for the next 
two hoiiis 1X010 occupied m cariving off theii dead and 
wounded coimades A close natch nns maintained all 
night, though thcio w.is small fcai of a rcncw.al of tlio 
attack At da3'bieak the icai-gnaid of the 01101113^ could 
be seen retiring, and a paity of mcn-atr.ainis, under Sir 
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Eustace himself, on going out to reconnoitre, found that 
none liad remained behind A mound maihed the place 
wheie their dead had been buned in one great giare Many 
of the mantlets had been removed, and they doubted not 
that these had been used as htters for the conveyance of the 
Tvounded They afterwards heard that some foui hundred 
and fifty men had been lulled, and that over a hundred, too 
sorely wounded to be able to walk, had been earned away 
In the afternoon Henry was buried beneath the chapel in 
the castle, while the men-at-arms and others were laid in the 
inner court-yard Having learned that the Orleanists, 
gicatly disheartened at their heaiy repulse, had marched 
away to the south, the gates of the castle were opened A 
small number of the garrison weie letained in the castle, 
and the lest were sent out to aid the tenants in felling trees 
and getting up temporary shelters near their foimer homes 
until these could be rehmlt as before For the time their 
vnves and families were to lemain in the castle 

All fear of another attack hy the Orleamste speedily 
passed away Aitois was, upon the whole, strongly Bur- 
gundian, and an army maiching from Flanders speedily 
brought the whole province pver to that side Nothing 
vas done towards commencing the work of rebuilding the 
farmhouses, for it vus eiddent that the castle might at any 
moment ho again beleaguered 
Two months passed quietly. Sir Eustace busied himself 
in seeing that the tenants were comfortably re-established 
in their temporai'v homes The Burgundians had again ob- 
tained seveial adiantages, and as Sir Clugnet was known 
to have niaichcd avaj' with lus folloiving to the assistance 
of the Orleanists, who had of late fared badly, there was no 
fear of any fresh attack being made upon the castle One 
day a mcssengci rode in from the Goiernor of Calais, who 
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■vras pcrsDiiallj ImoTOi to Sir EiistAco Tie loiter that }ic 
carried Tras an important one After tlic n^nal ^rooiirg it 
read; — 

J'or the love 1 bcai i/on^ Sir Uu'^iacc, I unie 1o hi wi Incnr ibai 
iliorc is a ohmige hi ajfahs. Ji sems iliai ilic Dulc ojSwigimay 
Ms Ini hm gilaying mill our lung Mem v, an! ilaiilie efe: oj 
a maniage was male only hi onhrfo obiain as<iislanvc an3 ih 
oounienance of ihc ling. Being now, as H woull sccin, giowefS 
enough io hold hs onn againsi his enemies wiihoni sneh aid ile 
maiier has fallen ihrongh I have leceivctl a im/al a,dci, vliich 
has also been seni io the qovcinois of oilier Bnglhli ionas, and li 
has been jiroelahned cvcii/whcre by sound of h wmycis, iliai none 
of Mcnifs snbjcci^ of whaiever rani dionld in any way iniefeu 
bciween ihc iwo fadions in Mianee, nor go inio Fiame io serve 
eiihcT of ill nil by aims or oiherwise undci giain fJeaih and vaih 
fseaiioii of foiiunc, Bui I would iell you fen youi yriiaic ear, 
thai I have news iliai owt ling is in coi i esyondcncc with ihe 
Mules of Beiih Oilcans, and Bourbon, and iliai ii w hie ihai 
he will shfliily Jcclaiefor Hiai paiiy, beinp grievously ifendnl 
at ihc iicaimcni ihai he has received ai ihc hands of ihc Mule of 
Bin gundy aficr liavina given him loyal hcJj> and assistance 
which had, in no slight dcgice, assisted him hi mahng good hs 
cause against his enemies 

Jn a ^hotl time, indeed, the En^li'Oi from Calais 
from other places held hy them in Prance, began to mahe 
sorties and to carry -of? mnch plnnder from the connlrt 
round, and especially took hy stonn the castle of Pane 
linghen near Ardres notAvithstinding the truce that pre- 
Tiiled Tlie intentions of the Kang of Pnghnd arere m-ide 
still more manifest hy his uniting a letter to the Plemish 
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townSj saying that, hailing heard that the Dulce of Burgundy 

was gathering an army of Flemings to march into Aquitaine 

to wage war upon and destroy his subjects, and pai’ticularly 

his very dear and well-beloved cousms the Dulces of Beiri, 

Orleans, and Bourbon, and the Counts of Alengon and Ar- 

magnac, and the Loid d’Albreth, he therefore begged them 

to inform brm whether they were willing to conform to the 

truce concluded between them and England without in any 

way assisting their lord in his wicked purpose 

The Flemish towns replied that they desired in no way 

to infringe the truce between the tivo countries, but that 

they would serve and assist the King of France, their 

sovereign lord, and their Count the Dulce of Bm’gundy, as 

heretofore, to the utmost of their power 

In a shoit time, mdeed, it became known that a solemn 

treaty had been concluded between the King of England 

and the Orleamst nobles, they engaging to aid him to recover 

Gmenne and the parts of Aqmtame he had lost, while he 

promised to put an anny in the field to assist them 

The position of Sir Eustace was noiv veiy difficult It was 

uncertain when the English would move, and it was Idcely 

enough that if an army set sail it would land in Gmenne, 

and that Calais would be able to render no assistance, so 

that ho would be exposed to the attaclcs of the Burgundians 

Noi was his position improved when he learned that on the 

15th of July the two French factions, urged by the Count 

of Savoy, the Grand blaster of Rhodes, and many others, 

had agreed to terms of peace between them, and that the 

Orleamst s had formally i enounced the English alliance 

At the meeting of the leaders of the party, the Duke of 

Aquitaine, the Idng’s son, pie'^ided For a time all the 

dificrenccs were patched up The news hoveicr, came too 

late to arrest the embaikation of the English Eight thou- 
(Jieso) j 
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sand men landed at La Hogue, under the Dulce of Clarence, 
ovenan a wide extent of country, being reinforced by 800 
Gascons, who had, according to the agreement "mth the 
Orleanists, heen raised to join them. They advanced to- 
wards Paris, declaring, however, that they would retire if 
the Duke of Berri and his party kept their engagement with 
them, and paid them the two hundred thousand croivns he 
had agreed to do The Duke had not, however, the means 
to pay this amount, and the English therefore continued to 
ravage the country, while a large force from Calais, under 
the Earl of Wanvick, captured the tovm of Saumer-au-Bois 
and the castle of Euissault This, however, was scarcely an 
invasion, and Sir Eustace, being doubtful whether Henry 
meditated operations upon a large scale now that he had 
no longer allies in France, took no part in the matter, but 
remained quietly in his castle 

Towards the end of March, 1413, a royal herald appeared 
before the gate He was at once admitted, and was received 
vdth all honour in the great hall by Sir Eustace 

“ Sir Eustace de Villeroy,” ho said, “ I come to you m 
the name of the King of France, your lord and suzerain 
He bids me to say that he has heard with satisfaction that 
you refused entry to your castle to those who demanded 
it altogether without authority from him, but that, seeing 
the importance of the castle in ca'se of trouble with Eng- 
land, and that you are a vassal of England for estates in 
that coimtry, he deems it necessary that its safety should 
be assured, and therefore calls upon you to send, in proof 
of your loyalty to and affection for him, your wife and 
children to Paris, where the}’’ shall be cared for in all 
honour and as becomes their condition, or to receive a 
garrison of royal troops of such strength as to defend it 
from any fresh assault that may be made upon it, either on 



A FATAL ACCIDENT. 


83 


the part of those who before attacked it, or of England 
He chaiges you on your fealty to accept one or other of 
these conditions, or to be deemed a false vassal, which he 
cannot beheve you are, knowing you to be a brave and 
worthy knight Here is a document inth the king’s signa- 
ture and seal to the effect which I have deliveied to you.” 

“His Majesty’s demands come upon me as a sui prise,” 
the knight said giavely, “and I pray you to abide with me 
till to-moirow, by which time I shall have had leisure to 
consider the alternative and be leady to give you answer ” 
“Your request is a leasonable one. Sir Eustace,” the 
herald replied, “and I will await the answer for twenty- 
four houis ” 

The heiald was then conducted to the guest-chamber, and 
Sir Eustace went out into the couit-yardand for some time 
busied himself with the usual affairs of his estate and talked 
to the tenants as to their plans, then he went up on to the 
wall and there paced moodily backwards and forwards 
thinking ovei the summons that he had received He Icnew 
that Maigaiet had been in the gallery in the hall and had 
heard the message the herald had delivered, and he vishcd to 
think It well over before seeing her. His position was, he felt, 
a pci ilous one The last treaty of peace between France and 
England had drawn the frontier line more straitly in After 
Ciessj^ was fouglit, but a few miles away, Yilleroy h<id 
stood inthin the English lino as far as it now stood without 
it That Henry, who although now old and averse to war, 
must yet eie long again renciv the war that had so long 
languished he had little doubt; but he had no hope of 
succour at piesent, and felt that though able to inthstand 
nnj sudden attack like that he had recently repulsed he 
could not hope to make a successful defence against a gi eat 
force pi oinded inth battenng machines 



AT ACflXCDTIRT, 


S4 

TIic moss.'j^o from the 3dn^ indeed bnt a 
from Btirgmidr, Imt if I^nr^m'tdj mns irll-pomcrlnl Jn?! ai 
present it ind tfie same efiect as if it mere the Hnir and not 
3ie miio had sent the summons He eoidd see no m\r ei 
tetnporiring save that ^fargaret and t.he chhdren shonld go 
as hostages, and the idea of this mhohr repngnont to 
him TTere he to admit a hVeneli giirrison the castle mould 
he rirtnallj lost t-o him; for once pomerless. he conld easil? 
he set aside in favonr of one of Hurgnndj'’s follomera The 
only altenmtiTe then seemed to he that he shonld altogether 
forsalcc the elastic and eslalo so long held hp his ancestors, 
and retire to England, until inajhe some day Henry might 
again place Mm in possession of it He regrcitod nom that 
he had not told hfargaret that she had best heep her 
chamber, for she then mould hare hnomn nothing of the 
alternative that she shonld go as a hostage — ^an alternative, 
he foresaav, that she mas likely to favonr, ns by so doing the 
necessity for making an absolute decision and choosing be- 
tmeen IVance and Engl and mould bo postponed At length, 
still undecided in liis mind, he descended from the mall and 
ment np to his mife’s apartments. 


CHAPTER y, 

HOSTAGES. 


M argaret rose to meet her husband mhen he entered 
She had looked pale in her dress of deep mourning 
before,, but he thought that she looked paler noar, C^hc, too 
had emdentlv been thinking over the summons that he 
had received, and there mas an oviiression of firmness ami 



HOSTAGES 


85 


resolution in her face that seemed to say that she had 
arrived at a more defimte conclusion than he had done 
“’Tis a knotty question, infe,” Sii Eustace said “In 
the fust place, it is clear vre cannot hope to defend the 
castle successfully against an attack by Burgundy The 
last was hut of the character of a raid, the next would be 
a seiious siege by expeiienced soldieis provided vith all 
proper means and apphances Before, it was certain that 
Sn Clugnet would, if he tarried heie, he shortly attacked 
by the Burgundians, whereas now there would be no pios- 
pect of assistance There is no hope of help from England, 
foi there is no force in Calais that could contend with that 
which would probably be sent against me, theiefoie I take 
it that if attacked the castle must in the end fall, in which 
case piobably its defenders would aU be put to the swoid 
I myself should most hkely be lolled, the estates forfeited, 
and you and the children taken pnsoneis to Pans Now it 
seems to mo that that is not to be thought of. It remains 
to decide, therefoie, whether we shall abandon the castle and 
journey to England, or whethei we mil admit a Burgundian 
g.unson, which will in fact, we may be sme, be the hist 
step towaids losing the castle and estate altogether. It 
seems to me that the first will be the best plan. I see no 
chance of it at present, but in time Heniy may invade 
France, and as we he only some seven or eight miles from 
the frontiei he would doubtless recapture TiUeroy, and v e 
should agjiin become its masteis ” 

“ You have not mentioned the other alternative, Eustace, 
namely, that I and the children should go to Pans as host- 
ages, and this, it seems to me, is the best of the three 
to folloM If there weic indeed a chance of an English 
invasion I should not say so, but I think not tint there is 
any such piospoct It is many years since England his 
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done aught in earnest, and during all that time her poii oi 
in Fiance has been ivauing I would not that our children 
should lose this fair estate when it can well ho preserved 
by some slight sacrifice on inj’^ part. Were I and the clui- 
dren to go to Paris it would put an end to all doubts as to 
your loyalty, and you would hold the castle and esbates. 
The peace now patched up botueen the parties will not 
last, and as soon as tlie.y are engaged ith each other, and 
have no time to spare to think of attacking ,you hcio, I vill 
endeavour to escape with the children and rejoin you. I shall 
assuredly have no cause for complaint. I shall, of course, 
have honourable treatment, and apartments fitting to our 
rank assigned to me It would bo no great liaidship, and 
oimn wore it so it would be woith ondniing in older that 
our son Chailcs should inhoiit his father’s estate.” 

"I could not part fiom yon, love ” 

“ Nay, Eustace, ns I have said, it cannot ho for long; and 
you must remombor that twice when the childioii were in- 
fants I remained ui England v ith them while you woio some 
months hero. It ivould bo no woi'sc now. I v oiild take buy 
vuth me, the lad has sense and coui-ago, the clnldion arc 
both fond of linn, and I myself could, if occasion arose, take 
counsel vdtli him. Then I could liave tivo or three stout 
mon-at-aims wlio might ride in my tiain in peaceful garb as 
retainers As to a maid I can, if I need one, hire her in 
Paris. Suioly, linsband, it would bo far bettor so than 
that wo should lose castle and land There could ho little 
danger to one in Paris at any time, still less to the vufo of 
a vassal of the ciown, least of all* to a liostago I shall bo 
hut staying at the court If you jicril life and limb, Eus 
taco, m defence of your castle, surely it is not much that I 
should put myself to the slight mconvomonco of a sta)* m 
Pans for a while ’’ 
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“I like it not,” tlie kniglit said moodily “I see ir ell 
enoiigh that ii'liat you say is true, and that you should 
be safe at Charles’ court, indeed safer than here The 
citizens of Pans are indeed turbulent, "whether they shout 
for Oileans or Burgundy, but what if Henry of England 
should again lead an aimy here?” 

“But why imagine what is not Idcely to happen? Long 
eie Hem’3’" comes I may have joined you agam, should it 
be othennse I might peihaps escape, oi at the very worst 
of aU they could but keep me in dm ess in my chamber 
^Vhoever heard of a woman being ill-treated for the dis- 
obedience of hei lord? All that they could do would be to 
make you pay ransom for my return ” 

“ I would rather go as a hostage myself ” 

“Nay, husband, that could haidlj’’ be AVho would then 
take care of your castle? It is not a hard thmg that the 
king asks, meiely that I and the childien shall for a time 
hve at his court as a proof that j'ou, his vassal, hold your 
castle for him Even if the woist comes to the worst we 
can but lose castle and land, as we must lose it now if I do 
not go Nay, mj’^ dear loid, do not wrmkle yom brow, we 
cannot stnve against the might of France, and at piesent 
wo must bow om* heads and wait until the storm has 
passed, and hope foi bettor times There may be an 
English war, ere long Henrj’^ maj" again extend his fiontiers, 
and you might again become a vassal of England for these 
possessions of yours even as j^our fathers were ” 

“I see that reason is on j^our side, Margaret, and yet I 
cannot bring myself to like the plan?” 

“Nor do I like it, husband, I’ct I feel that it were a 
ibonsand tunes better that I should be separated fiom \ou 
for a time than that ave should risk another siege The last 
has cost us dear enough nnothei might take you from me.” 
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el], \\el], deiv, I sujvpose you must have your "wny; 
indeed 1 do not see that harm ruji possibly come to you, 
uud it mill at au^’ into ousme peace for a time and eimblc 
us to repair our tenants’ losses I shall send over a message 
at once to bir Aylmer, and beg bim to ebooso and send mo 
another iiftyarcbers — ^^nt]l that reinforcement I could inabe 
bead against any attack save in the greatest force — for there 
is no saying bom things may go The iive-nnd'tirenty did 
monders, and until tluice that force I should feel confident 
that ^'lllcroy conld uitbstand ai\y attack save by an army 
Aintli an abundance of gi'cat machines 

ell, l\Iargaret^ since you have decided for mo that yon 
arc to go — and indeed I myself plainly see lint that allc^ 
native is really the best — let ns tally over avho yon had best 
take avitli yon I quite apimovc of vour choice of Gnyi he 
is a good lad, and mill make a brave knight some day. i 
shall nom mike him one of my esquires, and as sncli he uill 
almays bo in atl-oudanee on yon, and assuredly Agnes and 
Cliailie Avill, as moll as yourself, benefit by bis presence He 
mil be .able to take them out and look after tlieiu, .and .as 
bo talks Piencb as mell as English the lid anil be useful to 
you ill many m,ays Have you any preference as to the 
font mennt'-armsf’ 

“ Could you sp ire Tom. tJie leader of the archers? I should 
like to have .another Englishman mith mo, and bo is very 
good-tempered and obliging. He is shrewd too, and Aiifb 
bis slreugtli and courage I should feel tint I conld mbolly 
rely upon bim in any s^lrrit^ Ibongb indeed I see nol that 
Ibcie is any jirobabibly of such occurring,’' 

■' Certainly you can have Imn. lyrarg.irets and I shall be 
gild to knom that be is mith you Hichon, mho is next 
under bim, can .act as captain of the .arcbois mbile lie is 
amay. 1 have noticed that Tom is picking up the langn ige 
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fast He IS always ready to do little kindnesses to tke 
women and ckildrenj and I have often heaid him talldng 
ivith them He ivill soon get to speak the language fairly 
As to the others have you any choice f’ 

“No, I think you had better choose them for me, 
Eustace ” 

“They had better be French,” he said, “it would not do 
for jmu to sunound yourself entnely by English, although of 
course it is natural enough that you should have an English 
squire and servant I think that you could not do better 
than take Jules Y&rey and Albert Bongarde They are both 
stout men-at-arms, prudent fellows, and not given to the 
■wine-cup As a fourth I would say Jean Picard’s son, he 
is a stout fellow too, and I know that, but for his father’s 
hopes that he will one day succeed him as butler, he would 
have taken seince regularly as a man-at-arms He fought 
stoutly when the Fiench gained the wall, and I marked him 
exchanging blows -with Sir Clugnet himself, and bearing him- 
self as well as any man there You could choose no better ” 

“ So be it,” she said “ I think, Eustace, that "with four 
such defenders, to say nothing of young Guy, you need not 
feel uneasy about us ” 

“I don’t think that I shall feel uneasy, !Maigaret; but I 
know that I can ill spare you You have ever been at my 
side since we were manied, save when, after the birth of 
Agnes and Charles, you were forced to stay m England 
■VI hen I came oier heie I felt it a drear}' time then, and 
shall feel it so now, but I doubt not that aU will go well 
mth } on, though it will be a very different hfe to that to 
V hich you ha\ c been accustomed.” 

“1 shall do ivcll enough,” Mai gaiet said cheeifulh’, “and 
nnvhe I shall get so fond of com t that I’ou will have to 
take 1110 to that of Henry uhen we return to England.” 
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'‘InTow' you bad best begin to luabc your preparations, 
I 'vnll speak to Guy and tbc otbers myseli *’ 

Sir Eustace arent into tbe coairtyurd^ avbere Guy am 
superiuteiiding tbe issue of proadsious for tbe aromen. 

“Tins cun go on uitbout you/’ be said: “Gerraise uill 
see to it. I 'prould speak to you You arere at tbe meeting 
tliis morning, Guy. and you board tvbat tbe ber.ald of 
France said Tbc position is a bard one, I cannot bold 
tbo castlo against tbe strength of Er,ance, vrbilc if me 
take a Burgnndian garrison I sbonld ce-asc to be its master, 
and it ■vronld doubtless soon pass into other bands -Again, 
if I go to England, it wonld eqnally be lost to us There- 
fore my mife has resolved, in order to gain time until these 
disorders xurc oa er, to go to Paris -with tbc children as a 
hostage for me Iia no c,ase, as it seems to me, is E.amc Mar- 
garet and tbo children likely to be in danger^ nevertbclcss, I 
am greatly loth for them to go. Homever, seeing no other 
avay out of tbc business, I have consented, and me bare 
.arranged that yon shall accompany her. Yon mill go as mr 
esquire, and I shall install you ,is such this afteraoon, Yoji 
mill take Long Tom, tmo of the men-at-arms, and Eoberfc 
Picard, all good men and true; but at tbo same time the 
burden ,and responsibility must rest upon your sboulders 
You are young yet for so grave a charge, and yet I fed 
that I can confide it to yon. Yon mill have to be tbc stay 
and snppo: t of your mistress, you mill have to be the com- 
pauion and friend of my children, and I shall charge tbe 
fonr men-at-arms to take orders from you as from me 
Tom mill be a valuable fcllom. In tbo first place, he is 
I knom, much .attached to yon. besides being sbremd. and 
a very giant in strength The other tlnee arc .all honest 
v-arlets, and you can rely tipon them in any pinch 

“I mill do my best, my lord,” Guy said quietly; “and I 
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am grateful to you indeed for the confidence that you show 
in me, and I shall, I hope, prove worthy of it, and of my 
father ” 

The news soon spiead through the castle that Dame 
Maigaiet was going to Pans The maids wept at the 
thought, as did many of the tenants’ wires, foi since the 
siege began, hei kindness and the pains that she had taken 
to make them comfortable had endeared her greatly to them. 
On hei pievious lusits they had seen comparatively little of 
her; she had heen to them simply their lord’s English wife, 
now they knew her as a friend. Nevertheless, their regret 
at her leaving was softened h}’^ the thought that her going 
to be near the lung msuied peace for them, and that they 
would now he able to venture out to the houses that weie 
fast rising on the ruins of their fomer homes, and to take 
up them hfe again as they had left it 
Eaily uext morning the little coitege musteied in the 
couib-yaid in leaditiess for a start Sir Eustace and his 
ndfe had said good-bye to each othei in then chamber, 
and she looked calm and tianqud as she moiuited hei 
horse, for, having heen accustomed fiom a child to iide 
with her fathei hunting and hawlnng, she could sit a 
hoise well, and scorned to iide, as did so many ladies, on 
a piUion Gu)' rode hy her side, with Agnes on a pillion 
behind him Long Tom, mth Chailie perched in front 
of him, followed them, and the three men-at-arms brought 
up the roar. Charlie was in high spirits, he regai-dcd 
the tiip as a sort of holiday, and had been talking, ever 
since he got up, of the wonders that he should in 
Pans Agnes beltei understood the situation, and nothing 
but tbe feeling that she ought to emulate the calnnies^ of 
her mother restmined her from bm^sting into te.u-s nben 
hei father lifted her on to her seat The herald led the 
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Tu'jj, follovrcd Tit liis two pursinTonls, Brno Marg-irel 
clicckod licr lior^o in t.lie middle of tte eoiirt-jArd, aiid 
s.’iid in a lend clc-ar voice to tlie tenim,s and men-al-arais 
ronnd: “Adien, ^ood friends^ I 1in=>t tliat I shall not he 
Ion" av-ay from yon, 1 go to stay for a lime at the conrt 
in PviriSj and I Icat'o yon witli the surely that yon tvill have 
pe.acc and rest, nntil I return, and he ahle to repair the 
damages you suffered from the attach made tipen ns hy 
men who regird not, the law,*’ She tttrned and avaved her 
hand to Sir Eustace, who was stniding immovahle on tie 
steps, and then, touching the horse with her hed. they 
moved on after the herald. 

“ Bo not fear to spaih, Tom.” Bame iTargiret said, after 
they had left the e.astic behind them; ■‘'the jotnney Jsa hang 
one, and it n ill go all the qnioher for honest talk AVliat, 
think yon of this expedition to Baris?” 

would as lief go there ns .anywhere else, my Itdy 
Indeod, men say that it. is a fine cit 3 % and as I haae never 
seen a higger tomr thati Southampton, I donht t)ot that. I 
shall dud pleitty to interest, me at, times when yon may not 
require onr sei vices,” 

'*1 see that, yon haav hronghl your how wil,h yon ” 

Ay, my lady, I could not hiing myself to part, with it 
Sir Eistace told me that I could not cariy it, .as its length 
would he a matter of remark, and point me out at once as 
heing an Eiglishman, seeing that the E'cnch ,archers c.airT 
no hows of such lengi.h; so I have, even as yon see, wrapped 
it round with stnav, and fastened it to the saddle hcnc.ith 
my leg. I have also ptit foniscore arrows among the vali«es 
on thepick-horscs” 

“There is no ehanee of your needing them, Tom ” 

“I trust that it, is so,” the archer replied; '“hut, indeed, 
there is never any s.iying. and an .archer avithonl his hew 
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is but a poor creature, — ^thougli, indeed, I trust that I can 
suing an axe as uell as another.” 

“And much better than most, Tom, still, I hope that 
neither axe nor bow will be required ” 

“To that I say amen also, for, although a fray may 
sometimes be to my taste, I have no desire to be mixed up 
m a mel^e without some of my own stout comrades with 
me ” 

“Shall we get to Pans to-night, Lady Mother 1” Charlie 
asked. 

“No, indeed j it will be five days, if not six, for I see 
by the way that we are tiavelhng we are bearing east, and 
shall sleep at Lille or may be at Tourna}’^, then, doubtless, 
we shall bear south, and may stop the next night at Cambrai, 
and make to Noyon on the foUoudng day, and thence to 
Compifegne or to Senhs, and the next day will take us to 
Pans It all depends how far and how fast we ride each 
day. But these matters irill be arranged by the herald. 
Were we to go by the shoitest loiite we should get there 
moie quickly, but Amiens is held by the party to whom 
the men who attacked our castle belong, and by the way 
wo aio tiavelhng we shall keep for some time in Artois, 
and so escape all nsk of tiouble on the load.” 

“I don’t care for trouble,” Charlie said stoutly; “we 
have got Long Tom and Robert Picard and the other two, 
and Guy can fight .also ’’ 

“That would be all very well, my son,” bis mother said 
simhng, “if we were only attacked by half a dozen vagrants, 
hut brnre as they all are they could do nought if a large 
body surprised us, but be assiued that theie is no fc.ar 
of that— hr the way we are travelling we .':hall meet with 
none but friends ' 

"I should like to bo attacked by the lagrants, mother 
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The last time you made tie stay Trith you irhen there Tras 
fighting going on, except just at the first, hut here Te 
should see it all'’ 

“Well, I don’t Trant to see it, Charlie, and I am glad 
that ire are not likely to do soj and you must xememher 
that you and I and Agnes would sorely hamper our friends.'’ 

Nerertheless whenever a party of peasants was met upon 
the road Charlie looked out hopefully and heaved a sigh of 
disappointment when, after dofBng their caps in respect, 
they passed on quietly. Several times they encountered 
bodies of knights and men-at-arms, hut the presence of the 
royal herald saved them from all question. At each halting- 
place Dame hlargaret, her children and maid, were lodged 
in the house of one of the principal citizen^ while Gruy 
and the men-at-anns lay at an inn. The trouhled state of 
the times was only manifest by the number of men-at-arms 
in the streets, and the strict watch kept at the gates of the 
towns hlany of these were kept shut, and were only 
opened once an hour to let people pass in and out This, 
however, did not affect the travellers, for the gates were 
opened the moment the emhiazonings on the surcoat of tie 
herald conld he made out 

“ We have assuredly uothing to complain of so far, Guy, 
Dame hlargaret said, as they set out on their last days 
Joumeyj “had we been the king’s special guests we could 
not have been more honourably treated, and I have no 
doubt that although we shall he much less important person- 
ages at Paris than as travellers under the roval protection, 
we shall yet he made comfortable enongh, and shall have 
nonght to grieve over save the separation from our lord. 

“I cannot doubt that it will he so, lady,"’ Guy rephed’ 
“and that at anv rate there will he no trouble, unless the 
Annagnacs lay siege to Paris or there are riots in the city- 
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I heard last night at the inn from some travellers who had 
just left it, that although the majority of the people there 
are in favour of Burgundy, j’^et that much discontent 
exists on account of the harsh measures of the officeis he 
has appointed, and especially of the conduct of the guild of 
butchers, who, as it seems, are high in favour with the duke, 
and rule the city as if it belonged to them ” 

“It matters little to us, Guy, though it seems stiange 
that the nobles of France and the respectable citizens of 
Paris should allow themselves to be ruled over by such a 
scum as that, but it was the same m Flanders, where Von 
Artevelde, om? ally, a gieat man and the chief among them, 
was murdered by the butchers who at the time held sway 
in Ghent, and who weie conspicuous for many years in all 
the tumults in the great toivns there ” 

“ I hear, madam, that the king is ill, and can see no one ” 
“ Yes, I have heaid the same from the herald It will be 
John of Burgundy who vull, for the time, be our master ” 
“I coiUd desire a better,” Guy said bluntly, “but we 
shall at any rate know that his fair words are not to be 
tiusted For my pait, howevei, I wonder that after the 
murdei of the Duke of Orleans, vnth whom he had sworn a 
solemn peace, any man should hold converse with him ” 
“Unfoitunately, Guy, men’s interests count for more 
than their feehngs, and a gieat noble, who has it in his 
power to giant favours and dispense honours, will find ad- 
heionts though he has waded through blood. Burgundy, too, 
as I heai, has mnning manners and a soft tengue, and can, 
■when It pleases him, play the part of a frank and honest 
man At least it must be owned that the title of ‘Fearless’ 
docs not misbecome him, for, had it been othennse, be 
would have domed all part in the murder of Orleans, 
nwiead of ojvmly .nowing that it was done by his orders ” 
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They Iiad started at an earlier hour tljan nsiial that 
morning, as the hcinld had pointed oait to Dame lyfargaret, 
that it were best to airivc in Paris ns caily as possible, in 
order that the question of their lodging might be settled at 
once. Accordingly, they li.id been np at daybroalc, and 
arrived in Paris at. noon. 

“ How long will it be, I wonder,*’ Paine Margaret said, as 
they rode tbi'ougb tbe gates, “before we shall pass through 
hero again ?” 

“Hot very long I hope, niy lady,” Gny said; “but be 
sure tliat if at my time yon vdsh to leave we sh.ill be able 
to procui'c disguises for yon all, and to malto our way out 
'without difficulty,” 

“Hay, Guy, you forget that it is only so long as wc are 
here th.at Villeroy is safe from attaclc. Mlialever hippeus, 
nothing, save the news that an English army has landed at 
Calais, and is .about to inwide Ei'ancc, would ]e.ave me free 
to attempt an escape Jf not released before that> I must 
then, at all h.asai\ls, tiy to escape, for Sir Enslace, Icnowing 
that I am here, would be placed in a soi'o strait indeed; 
both by his oivn inclinations and ns a I'assal of England, ler 
ho would want to join the English as soon as they .adinnced, 
and 3*efc would bo hindered by the Icnowledgc that I ivas a 
liostagc here. It would be for me to relieve him of lb it 
fear, and the same fooling that induced mo to come hither 
would then take mo back to Villeroy,” 

“Then, madam, I fear tint our stay here will bo a long 
one, for Henry has never pushed on the irar iritb Prince 
rigorously, and tliongh plenty of cause h.is been gi\ on bf 
the c,aptnrc of his castles in Guienne, he his never dnwn 
sword either to regain them or to avenge the insults pul 
upon the English flag.” 

“lung Heiuy is old, Gup; and they s,av tint his son is 
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as full of spirit and as fiery as Ins father is peaceful and 
indisposed for war When the Inng dies, my loid thinks 
that it mil be but a short time before the English banner 
will be unfurled in Eiance, and this is one of the reasons 
why he consented to my becoming an hostage, thinking 
that no long time is likely to elapse before he mil have 
English backing, and mil be able to disregard the threats of 
France ” 

“How narrow and sombre are these streets'” Guy said, 
after a pause, “one seems to draw one’s very breath mth 
difficulty " 

“They aie well-nigh as nanow in London,” his mfstress 
1 cplied ; “ but they ai e gay enough below See how crowded 
they are, and how bnlhant aic some of the costumes'” 

“Some of them indeed, madam, but moie are poor and 
nuserable, and as to the faces, they aie so scowhng and 
sombic, truly weie we not on horseback I should keep my 
hand tight upon my pouch, though in truth there is nothmg 
in it woith stealing ” 

“ Ay, ay. Master Guy,” Long Tom broke in, “ methinks 
that there aic a good many heads among these scowhng 
knaves that I would gladly hai e a chance of cracldng had 
I in}' quarter-stafT in my hand and half a dozen stout 
fellows hero mth me See how insolently they stare'” 

“Hush, Tom'” Dame Maigaiet said, turning loimd, “if 
von talk of cracking skulls I shall regret that I brought you 
M ith me ” 

“ I am not thinking of doing it, mj’^ ladi’^, ’ the archer 
“^ucl apologcticall}*. “I did but say that I should like to 
do it, and between lildii" and doing theie is often a long 
distance » ® 

" Soiuctirac-s, Tom, but one often leads to the other 
must lomoinber that aboi'e all things it behoves us to 



98 


AT AGINCOURT. 


act prudently hero, and to avoid dramng tlio attention 
of our foes Wo English are not loved in Pans, and 
the loss you open your mouth hoio the hcttoi, for 'vrlion 
Buigundians and Ai'magnacs aio icady to cut each other's 
tin oats over a name, follov'-countryincu though tho}^ ho, 
neither Avould fool an}’’ compunction about hilling an Eng*^ 
lishman ” 

After iiding for half an hour tho}’^ entered the com (-5*01 d 
of a largo building, where men-at-arms and vailcts weaiing 
the cognizance of Burgundy’ were momng about, a group of 
nobles were standing on the stops, while sonic grooms woio 
walking their horses lound the conrl^yard The hoiald 
made his way to the door, and heio all alighted. 

“"^Wiorn have wo here, I wonder 1 " one of the young 
nobles said to another as tho,y cjunc uj) “A loyal heiald 
and Ins pursuivants; a young dame and a very fair one, 
her daughter, I suppose, also fan, tho ]ad3’’’s esquire, and a 
small bo}^” 

“Hostages, I should s.aj’-,” the other replied, “for tho 
good conduct of the ladj^’s lord, v hoover ho may ho. I 
know hoi not, and think th.at. she cannot have hoen at 
couit for tho last ton .years, for I could haidl}’ have for- 
gotten her face ” 

Dame Margiirot took tho hands of hci two cluldi on and 
followed tho hoi’ald up the stops She liad made a motion 
of her head to Guy to attend her, and ho .accoidinglj' fol- 
loved behind 

“A haughtv lad.y ns v oil as n fair one,” tho young knight 
l.uighcd. “ She did not so much ns glance at us, hut held 
hor head as high as if she wcio going in to r.atc Bin gundy 
himself I think that she must bo English by hoi look';, 
though vhnt an English vonian can bo doing heic m Bans 
IS beyond my iindei standing, unless it be that she is (ho 
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■\vife of a knight of G-mennOj in that case she ivoiild more 
likely bo Avith Orleans than here ” 

“Yes, but you see the herald has brought her It may be 
her lord’s castle has been captuied, and she has come under 
the safe-conduct of a herald to lay a complaint ^ but I think 
Avith you that she is English The girl was fair too, though 
not so fair as her mother, and that cuily-headed 3 ’’Oung 
esqune is of English stock too ” 

“ He IS a stout-looking fellow, De Maupas, and ^^ull make 
a powerful man, he loolcs as if he could strike a shiewd 
blow even now. Let us question their Icnaves, one of whom, 
by the way, is a veiitable giant in point of height ” 

He beckoned to the four men, and Robert Picaid came 
foiwaid. 

“YTio is your lady, young manl” 

“Dame Margaiet de Villeroy, may it please you, sir 
She IS the mfe of Sir Eustace de ViUeioy.” 

“Then wo weie right, De Maupas, for De ViUeioy is, I 
know, a vassal of England foi his unfe’s estates, and his people 
have always counted themselves English, because foi ovei a 
bundled 3 ’ears their castle stood inside the English hue ” 
“He IS a stout knight Wo heard a month ago how 
bxavoly ho held his castle against Sn Clugnet de Biabant 
unth 8000 Orleamsts, and beat him oli’ Muth a loss of five 
knights and 400 men Sir Clugnet himself uas soiel}' 
■uoiinded We all ought to feel mightil^y obhged to him 
foi the check, uhich sent them liack post-haste out of 
Aitois, where thej’’ had already done damage enough, and 
might have done moie had thej' not been so roughly* 
handled I wonder what the ladj' is heie foi 1 

“It may be that he Mould have fought the Bui-gundi.ans 
as ‘Stoutly as he foiiglit tlie -Lrmagnacs,'’ the other “^aid. 
“ ind tint the duke does not taie about haMin: “O stroim a 
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castle held hy so stout a knight 'within a few miles of the 
English line ’ 

The other shrugged his shoulders “The English are 
sleeping dogs/’ he said, "theie is no Edwaid and no Black 
Prince to lead them now/’ 

“]S[Oj hut you must remember that sleeping dogs wake up 
sometimes, and even try to bite when they do so, moreoier 
we Imow of old that these particular dogs can bite hard ’ 

“ The sooner they -wake up the better, I say, De Maupas 
We have a long grudge to "wipe off against them, and our 
men are not bkely to repeat the mistakes that cost us so 
dearly befoie Besides, the English have had no real fight- 
ing foi yeais, and it seems to me that they have altogether 
given up any hope of extending their possessions in Prance ” 

“ One can never tell, De Revelle Foi my pai t I own 
that I caie not that they should again spread their banner 
on this side of the sea. Thei e can be no doubt that they 
are stout fighting-men, and seeing how France is divided 
they might do soie damage did they throw their weight 
into one side of the scale ” 

“ hlethinks that there is no fear of that The dukes both 
know well enough that then own foUowei s would not light 
side by side with the Engbsh; and though they might pro- 
pose an albance with the Islanders, it would only be for 
the purpose of bringing the war to a close b}’ uniting both 
parties against our old enemy.” 

In the meantime Dame I^Iargaret had followed her con- 
ductor to the great chamber, vherc John of Bui gundy held 
audience in almost royal state Several nobles were gathered 
lound him, but at tlje entrance of thehciuld these fell back, 
learing him standing by himself An eminently politic 
man, the duke saiv at once by the upright figure and the 
feailess air irith which Dame Jlargaret entered the hall, 
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that this was a case irheie courtesj’- and deference weie far 
more likely to hrmg about the desired end of uunning her 
liiisband over to his interests, than any menaces or lough 
speaking; he theiefore advanced two or three steps to meet 
her 

“ My lord duke,” the herald said, “ this lady. Dame Mar- 
garet of Yilleioy, has journeyed hither with me in accord- 
ance rvith the wish expressed by His Majesty the king ” 
“As the lung’s lepiesentative in Pans, lady,” the duke 
said to Margaret, “ I thank you foi your promptness in thus 
conceding to his wish ” 

“His hlajesty’s wish was natiiially a command to me. Sir 
Duke,” Margaret said with qmet dignity, “ Wc, my hus- 
band and I, understood that some enemy had been influenc- 
ing His hlajesty’s mind against my loid, and in order to 
assiiie him of my lord’s loyalty as a faithful vassal for the 
land ho holds, I have -willingly jornmeyed here with my 
children, although in much giief for the loss of my eldest 
son, who died in the attack lately made upon our castle bj"- 
a laigo body of men, of whom we loiew nought, save that 
they did not come in the name of oiu loid the king ” 

“ I bar e heard of the attack, ladj', and of the gallant and 
succossful defence made by Sir Eustace, and the king was 
gicatly pleased to heai of the heavj’ check thus inflicted 
upon the men who had raised the banner of leiolt, and 
verc harassing His Z^Iajcsty’s faithful subjects ” 

“That being so, my lord duke,” Maigaiet said, “'tis 
strange, aftci my loid had slionn how read}' and well pzc- 
paiod he was to protect Ins castle against ill-doeis, that he 
4iould have been asked to admit a gairison of strangers to 
aid him to hold it Sn Eustace has no desire to meddle 
'\ nil the tioiiblcs of the times; he holds lus castle as a fief 
directly from the ciomi, as Ins ancestors have held it for 
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tvro Iiundred yeai's; lie "wislies onlj to direll in peace and in 
loyal service to the Idng ’’ 

“Such Tve have always understood, madam, and gladly 
would the Idug have seen Sir Eustace himself at his court. 
The Mug will, I tiust, shoi tly he recovered from his malady ; 
until he is so I have — ^foi I was made acquainted with your 
coming hy messengei sent forward hy ]\ronioie — ai ranged 
for you to he lodged in all honom at the house of Master 
Leioux, one of the most woi shipful of the citizens of Paris, 
and provost of the guild of silversmiths. My chamherlain 
will at once conduct you thither ” 

“I thank you my lord duke.’ Margaiet said with a 
stately revel encc, “and tinst that when I am received hy 
my loid the king I shall be able to prove to him that Sir 
Eustace is his faithful vassal, and can he trusted to hold his 
castle for him against all comers ” 

“I doubt it not, lady,' the duke said comteously. “Sir 
Yictor Pieriepoint, I pray you to see this lady to the en- 
trance Sir Hugo will alicady he waiting her there ” 


CHAPTEB YI 

IN PARIS 

A BOLD dame and a fair one,” John of Burgundy said 
to the gentlemen round him when I^fargaret left the 
chamhei “!Methinks that she would be able to hold ‘^'illeioy 
even should Sir Eustace he away.” 

“ That would she ’ one of the knights said with .a laugh 
“ I doubt not that she would buclde on armour if need were 
But we must make some allowance for her heat; it is no 
pleasant thing to he taken away from her castle and brought 
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liither as a hostage, to he held for hoir long a time a 
knows not ” ' 

" It was the safest way of securing the castle,” the Du. 
said “Can one doubt that, 'vsuth her by his side, h 
husband would open his gates to the Enghsh, should th 
appear before it? He himself is a vassal both of Englai 
and France, and should the balance be placed before hi 
there can be httle doubt that her weight would mchne h 
to England How well these English women keep thi 
youth' One might believe her to be but a few years pj 
twenty, and 3’et she is the mother of that gnl, who zs w( 
nigh as tall ns herself ” 

“And who bids to be as fan', my loid duke ” 

“And as Enghsh, De Poicelet She would be a diffici 
eaglet to tome, if I mistake not, and had she be 
the spokeswoman, methmlcs she would have answered 
haughtily as did her mother But it might be no bad pi 
to mate her to a Frenchman It is tuie that there is t 
boy, but the fief nught weU be bestowed upon her if 
mated, on the ground that the boy would likely take af 
his fatlici and mother and hold YiUeioy for England intl 
than for Fiance Houevei, she is young yet, in a coui 
of years, De Porcelet, it mU he time for you to urge yc 
suit, if so mclmcd ” 

There was a general smile from the circle standi 
round, but the young knight said gravely, “YTien the ti: 
comes, niv lord duke, I may lemind j'ou of what you hr 
said Tis a fair young face, honest and good, though 
present she must naturally feel ivith hei mother at bei 
thii'^ haled .awav from her home ” 

Sw ^ n.to' escorted M.argaret to the court-yard As ll 
appeircd \t the entriuco a knight came up and saluted h 

I ^ tl'lr rti \x 4 lx iX <-\>x .-x. .xrxv*» ■ 


AT AGIXCOI'RT. 


lOA 

you to youi lodgings/' lie said; *‘I am Hugo do Cliamfort, 
tlic duke's cliamkeilain 

lifter assisting her into the saddle he mounted a horse 
'which an attendant brought up and placed himself by her 
side^ Two men-at-arms Avith their sui touts embroidered 
■with the cogniKuice of Burgundy led the ^Tay, and the rest 
of the party follo'wod in the same order in 'which they Ind 
come. The distance rvas shorts and beyond a fo'w questions 
by the knight as to the journey and how she had been 
cared for on the avay, and j\Iargarct’s replies, little 'was said 
until they reached the house of the provost of the silver- 
smiths As they rode up to the door kfaitre Lcroux himself 
came out from the house 

‘MVclcomo, lady, he said, “to mv abode ilt* wife ■will 
do ail that she can to make you comfortable " 

“I am sorrv indeed, good sir,’ IMirgjiret said, ‘'to ho 
thus foi'ced upon your hospitality, and regret the trouble 
that my stay ■will impose upon you ” 

“Say not so, lady, ’ he said, “we deem it van honour thit 
his grace the Duke of Burgundy should have selected us tor 
the honour of cnteitaiuiug you The house is large, .and 
wo have no hiniily, Cbamhers arc already prepared for 
yourself, your dviughter, and son, while there vare others 
at your disjiosal for your follo^wing.” 

“I would not trcsp.'iss too much upon you,’’ she said. 
“j\Iy daughter c;\n sleep -with me, and I vain sure thit my 
esquire here. Master Guy Avhuor, will gladly share a room 
with niv boy. I can obtvain lodgings for my four followers 
■without 

“You Avili gi ieve me much if you propose it. hdr, Tliere 
is .a lirgc room upslvairs unoccupied, .md I ivill pi ice p diets 
for them there; and as for them meals thej* can hiie them 

viput. ’ 
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By this time they had mounted a fine flight of staus, at 
the top of which Dame Leroux was standing to leceive her 
guests She was a kmdly-loolnng woman between thii'ty 
and forty yeais of age 

“^Velcome, Lady hlargaret,” she said with a cordiality 
that made Margaret feel at once that her insit was not 
regarded as an infliction “We are qmet people, but nnll 
do our best to reuder your stay here a pleasant one ’’ 

“ Thanhs indeed, mistress ' ” Margai et replied. “ I feared 
much that my presence would be felt as a burden, and had 
hardly hoped for so land a welcome This is my daughter 
Agnes, and my son Chailes ” Then she tmned to Su Hugo 
“I pi ay j’ou to give my thanlis to his giace the Duke of 
Bill gundy, and to thank him for hanug so well bestowed 
me I thank you also for your courtesy for hamng con- 
ducted me heie” 

“I mil convey your message to the duke,” he said, “who 
will, I am sure, be pleased to heai of your contentment ” 
jMattre Leioux accompanied the knight downstairs again, 
and uhon he had mounted and ndden off he called two 
SCI rotors, and bade one c.nrry the luggage upstairs, and the 
other conduct the men to the stables he had taken for the 
horses 

“ After you ha\ e seen to their comfort,” he said to Robert 
Picard, “you mil return hither; you mil find a meal pre- 
pared for you, and mil be bestowed together in a chamber 
upstairs " 

In the meantime Ins wife had uslicred Dame ^Margaret 
into a very handsomelv furnished apartment "This is at 
vouv entire sernco, Lady Margaret,' she said “The bed- 
mom behind it is foi yomsclf, the one next to it foi rour 
daughter, unless you arould prefci th.it she should sleep v.oth 
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“I thanlc yoG. I telling your Inisband tliat I slionld 
piofcr that; and iny son and enquire can tlierefoie occupy 
tliD second room But I tear gi eatly tliat I am distuvlnng 
yourself and your husband ” 

"No, indeedj our sitting-room and hed-room are on the 
other side of the landing. These are our regular giiest- 
cliamhers, and youi being hei c ill make no change what- 
ever in our in lungomciits I only regret that the npai traents 
arc not laiger.” 

"Do not apologise, I beg of yon, madam. I can nssuTO 
you th.\t the I'oom is far handsomer than that to which I 
have been necustoTued You citizens of Paiis are far m 
advance of us in your ideas of comfoit and Inxmy, and 
the apartments both at Villcroy and in nu English home 
cannot compare wuth t.hcse^ except in point of sire. I no\cr 
dreamt that my piison would bo so comfoi table.’’ 

"Say not piison, I pr.iy yon, ladv. I liaaixl, indeed, th.'it 
your nsit to the court was not altogethei one of your own 
choice j bub bob eve me, Loie at least yon will bo but a 
guest, and an honoui'ed and welcome one I 'will lea\ o i on 
now. If theio is aught that yon dcsiie, I pmy yon to ling 
that bell on the table, lefieshments tnll be quickly sened 
Had I known the precise hour at which you would come 
wo should h.aie been in leadiness for yon, but I thouglit 
not that you ivould arrive till evening 

"I hope that you will give me much of your company, 
mistiess,” hlaigaiet said warmly “AVo know* no one w 
this gic.at city, and shall be glad indeed if, when you con 
spaie time, you will sit vntb us 

“AVcll, children, wh,it do you think of this f' she .asked 
when their hostess had left the room 

"It IS lovely, mothei, ’ Agnes said "Joiok at the inhid 
c,il>inets, and the couches and tables, and this great warm 
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lug that covers all the fiooi, how snug and comfortable it 
all IS Why, mother, I nevei saw anything like this ” 

“You might have seen something like it had you ever 
been in the house of one of our rich London tiadeis, Agnes; 
at least so I have heard, though in truth I have nevei 
myself been in so luxuriously furnished a room I only 
hope that we may stay heie for some time The best of it 
IS that these good people eiudently do not regaid us as a 
burden No doubt they are pleased to oblige the Duke of 
Bui gundy, but, beyond that, their welcome seemed really 
sincere. Now let us see oui bed-room I suppose that is 
yoms, Charlie, through the door in the coinei ” 

The vahses had aheady been bi ought to the rooms by 
another entrance, and Maigaret and her daughter were 
charmed inth then bed-ioom A large ewei and basin of 
silvei stood on a table which was coveied with a white 
cloth, snovy towels hung beside it, the hangings of the bed 
wcie of damask silk, and the floor was almost covered by 
an Eastern carpet An exquisitely caived waidrobe stood 
in one corner 

“ It IS aU lovely ' ” Agnes said, clapping hei hands “You 
ought to ha\ e youi looin at home fitted up like this, mother ” 

“It would take a large slice out of a yeai’s levenue, 
Agnes,” hei mother said with a smile, “ to furnish a room 
in tins fashion That wardiobe alone is woith a knight’s 
lunsom, and the ewer and basin are fit for a king I u ould 
thatvoui fathei could see us hei e, it \*ould ease Ins anxiety 
about us I must ask how I can best despatch a messenger 
to Inm ” 

\\ hen thcv leturned to the othci apaitmcnt the}' found 
the table already bud, and in a short time .a diinty repast 
M IS <;cr\od To tins Guy sat down vnth them, foi except 
when theio wore guests, vhen his place vas behind his 
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Slid n-tl trcxterl as m fhci^nlr, 

Master Gut, oriat tliinli jon oi affairs 

t„, Jr\ ^stress, Ivn. I -^ould not 

ra^o *dia. Dulcc of Bnrgmidr ior an ionr, IVitJi tliat lor- 
iacc of Ins and tie ioolcod nose and iis cnaflr look ie 
re^eniHes little a noHeof France. He iasan eHI face, and 
OTO ^iicli accords rrcll tdth tie fonl nmrder of tie Idn-i 
1 il- Hotrerer, as I see not tiat ie ins aii^it to g,ffn 
^ S^you iere, save tiat ie tiinis it trill ensure oar 
^ castle for iin, — there is no reason trir ie 

S ion ^ot oontiiine to treat Ton iononrail^ and conrleDtsi, 

e iare ^et to learn tricticr Master LeroiiTis one of Ms 
partr, or tvietier ie is in favour of Arma^ac."' 
u tiini tiat ie cannot ic for Armagna c,” sic said, 

or Join vronld iardlj iave qnartered ns npon iim 

0 onbt io tras done nnder tie scmilancD of good-Tni, 

Mit taost men tronld iave considered it a iostj tax, even 
t longi, as I expect, vrc siall not remain iere long, X'o'ail- 
iess, ioTTCver, tie trader considers tiatiis compMsanoe in 
«ic matter v-onld ie taken ij tie Duke as a sign of Ms 
<lcsme to siorr tiat at least io is not iostile to iim." 

yrien iiej rose from tie taile Gnv, at its mistres'i 

vent ielov and found tie font men sitting m 

L ^oat Idicien, viero tier iad jnst iinisied an aninle 
meal, 

"Ton iave seen t ' lie iorsea Eoiert?’’ 

Tes, ifastcT Gnv, tier a-e comfortailr iesioved rdti 
an ainndance of prorenderff 

1 am ^oing ont to see iov matters stand in tie tovn 
Oim i.dv sav' tiat nt all times tvo of von mnst remain here, 
as It may ie nocesaair to send messages, or sionld siein*i 
to go oUi-, lO escort ier, int rie other ivo can ie ont and 
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about as they please, after first inqtunug of me whether 
there is aught for them to do You can arrange among 
yourselves which shall staj'’ in, taking turns ofi" duty 
Tom, you had bettei not go out till after dark Theie is 
something in the cut of 3*0111 garments which tells that you 
are not French Kobeit will go out \nth me now, and find 
a clothiei, and bid him send gannents here foi you to 
choose from, or if he has none to fit, which may likely 
enough bo, send him to measuie j'ou It might lead to 
bioils and troubles were any of the labble to notice that 
you woio a sti anger ” 

“That IS right enough, JIaster Guy, and in sooth I have 
no desne to go out at present, for after riding for the last 
SIX days Tam well content to sit quiet and take my ease 
hoie ” 

Guy then staited inth Robert Picard Except in the 
streets wheie the principal mei chants dwelt, the town 
struck him as gloomy and sombre The palaces of the 
nobles weio veritable foi tresses, the streets were ill-paved 
and evil-smelling, and the people in the poorer quarters had 
a smistei aspect 

“I should not care to wander about in this district after 
nightfall, Robei t,’’ Guy said to the man-aharms, who kept 
close to his elbow 

“bTor I,” the man growled “It is as much as I can do 
to keep my hands off m3* dagger now, for methinks that 
nine out of tan of the fclloivs loitering about would cut our 
throats inllingl}*, if they thought that we had but a croim 
in om pockets ’’ 

Presently the3' found themselves on the qua} s, and, hail- 
nu: a boat, roned up the river a little beyond the walls. 
Hoanng the sound of music they landed, and on ‘seeing a 
nmnber of people gathered round some booths they dis- 
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charged the boat and "n'ent on They found that it ■was a 
soit of fail. Hcic ivcie sivoid-playcis and mountebanks, 
pedlars ivho vended their uaies at a loivei price than tliosc 
at Avhich they weic sold ■\vithin the limits of the city, booths 
at Avhich vane and i efieshmcn ts could be obtained Hero 
many soldieis iveie sitting di inking, Avatching the jxissei's-bj, 
and exchanging ribald jests ivith each other, and sometimes 
addressing obsenations to the vivos and daughteis of the 
citizens, amid fits of laiightci at the looks of indignation 
on the pait of their husbands oi fatheis 

“ It is cndently a holidav of some soi'k*’ Guy remarked, 
as they found that the fan extended for a considerable dis- 
tance, and that the ciovd uas merywheie laige Thov 
stopped for a minute oi two in fiont of a booth of more 
pretensions than the genei-ality In fiont of it a man was 
beating a drum, and a negio walking up and down attired in 
showy gai ments The di urn ceased and the latter .shouted 

" Those of you who wish to sec mv master, the famous 
Elmiiiestics, the most Icained doctor in Europe, who can 
lead the sUis, cast your hoioscopo, foretell your future, and 
cure your ailments, 'jhould not lose this opportunit}' ” 

The curtains opened behind, and a man diessed in daik 
garments inth a long black clo.ak spotted with sib or st.ars 
came foi waid 

“ You hai c heard, good people, what my ‘;lave has *^aid 
He speaks with knowledge I saved his life in the deserts 
of Afiica when he was all but dead with fc\er, by adminis- 
tering to him one of my wonderful potions, ho at once 
lecovered and devoted himself to my senicc I have in- 
fallible remedies for eieiy disease, theiefoic do }OU who 
aic sick come to me and be cuied, vhile foi you who do 
not sutler I can do as much oi more, by telling you of jour 
futme, vhat evils to avoid and vlnt tliaiices to grasp ” 
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He stood foi a minute silent, his eyes irandering keenly 
over the spectators “ I see,” he said, “ one among you who 
loves a fair maiden standmg heside him At present hei 
parents are unfavoiirahle to his suit, hut if he will take my 
admce he ivill he able to oveicome their objections and to 
vnn the damsel Another I see who has come to Pans with 
the intention of enlisting in the service of our good duke, 
and who, I foresee, will attain lank and honour and become 
a distmguished soldier if he does but act prudently at the 
cntical moment, while if he takes a wrong turn misfortune 
and death vill befall him I see a youth of gentle blood 
who ivill become a brave longht, and will better his con- 
dition by maiTiage He has many dangers to go through 
before that, and has at present a serious charge for one 
so young, but as he has ciicumspection as well as courage 
he may pass thiough them unharmed To him too I could 
give adncc that may be valuable, more especially as he is a 
stranger to the land, as are those of whom he is in charge ” 
“It IS wonderful, Master Guy'” Eobert Picaid whispered 
in Guy’s ear in a tone of astonished awe 

“The knave doubtless saw us ride m this morning, and 
recognized me again There is nought of magic in it, but 
the fellow must be shiewd, oi he would not have so quickly 
drawn his conclusions I wiU go in and speak to him pie- 
sently, for though I beheve not his prophecies one jot, a 
fellow of this soit may be useful Let us be moiung on at 
pi esenh’ 

They passed two monks, avho were scowling angrily at 
the man, who vas just exciting the laughter of the crowd 
oy asserting that there was a holy man present w ho usually 
picfcried a flask of gocxl vine to saying Ins vespers 
^ ’‘bognes like this should be whipped and branded 
Bi other Anselmo ’’ 
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ajr’tlie otlier agreed; "aiid yet’ he added sljlj, 
may be that he has not altogethei missed his mark this 
time^ We are not the only two monks here, ’ he went on 
as the other tmmed upon him angrily **aud it maj-well he 
that among them is one who answers to the fellow's lewd 
description ” 

On the outskirts of the fair were many people of higher 
degree. Knights and ladies strolled on the tnrf exchangng 
greetmgs. looking for a minute or two at the gimhols of a 
troupe of performing dogs, or at a bout of cudgel play — 
wheie two stout fellows belaboured each other heartily, and 
showed sufficient sldll to eani fiom the crowd a shower of 
small pieces of money, when at last they ceased from pure 
exhaustion Half an houi later Guy letimied to the booth 
of the doctor, and went in by a side entrance, to which 
those who wished to consult the learned man had been 
directed by the nemo The latter was at the entiancc. 
and, observing that Guy’s condition was above that of the 
majority of his master’s cbents, at once took him into an 
inner apartment dimded from the i est of the tent by a hang- 
ing Over the top of this was sti etched a black cloth spotted 
■with silver stars, and similar hangings surrounded it. tlm« 
all light "was cut off, and the room was dimly illuminated 
by two lamps A table with a black cloth stood at the 
back. On this stood a number of phials and small boxes, 
together with several retorts and alembics The doctor 
was seated on a tnpod stool He rose and was about to 
addicss Guy in his usual style, when the latter said: 

“So you saw us ride in this moining, lyfaster Doctor, 
and guessed shrewdly as to oui condition and natiotnhty. 

As to the latter, indeed, it needed no sorcery, for it muet 
have been plain to the dullest that mv mistress and hd 
daunhter were not of French blood, .and though I am much 
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less fair, it was a pretty safe guess to suppose tiat I also was 
of their country I need not tell you that I have not come 
here either for charms or nostrums, hut it seemed to me 
that being, as you said, sti angers here, we might benefit by 
the advice of one who like yourself notes things qiucldy, 
and can form his ovni conclusions ” 

The doctor removed his tall conical cap, and placed it on 
the table. 

“You guess rightly,” he said vuth a smile “I was 
in the crowd and maiked you entei, and a soldier standnig 
next to me obseived to a comrade that he bad heaid that 
Burgundy had sent the herald to demand the siu lender of 
a castle held by one Sir Eustace, a knight who was known 
to have fiiendly leanings towaids the Engbsh, being a 
vassal of their Idng for estates that had come to him inth 
an English wife, and that doubtless this was the lady 
YTien my eye fell on you m the ciowd I said Here is 
a youth of shrewdness and parts, he is alone and is a 
foieiguer, and maybe I can be of sendee to him, therefore 
I shot my sh.ift, and, as you see, with success I said to 
myself: This youth, being a stranger, will know of no one 
to whom he can turn for information, and I can fuinisli 
him with almost any that he may require I come in 
contact with the highest and the lowest, for the Pai isians 
are credulous, and aftei daik there are some of rank and 
station who come to my doors for philters and nostnims, oi 
to have then hoioscope cast and their futuies predicted 
You vill ask vhy one who has such clients should con- 
descend to ':tand at a booth and talk to this rabble, but it 
Ins Us piupo'^e Y'erc I known only .as one wljom men and 
women ^^sit in secret, I should soon become empected of 
black aits, the pric'ts would raise an outcry vr.iin-t 
•and one of those d.iys I might bo burno'l Here, howe\ » r, 
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I ostensibly earn my living as a mountebank vendor of 
drugs and nostrums, and tbeiefore no one troubles his head 
about me ” 

“Theie is one thing that you have not told me,” Guy 
said when he ceased speaking “Having, as you say, good 
clients besides your gains here, v by should you trouble to 
interest yomself in our affairs?” 

“ Shrewdly put, young sir I ivill be frank with you I 
too am a stranger, and sooner or later I may fall into dis- 
credit, and the power of the church be too much for me 
When I saw your mistress to-day I said to myself Here is 
an English lady of rank, with a castle and estate in England, 
should I have to fly — and I have one very dear to me, for 
whose sake I value my Hfe — ^it might be well for me that I 
should have one friend in England who would act as pro- 
tectress to her should aught befall me Tour mistress is a 
stranger here, and in the hands of enemies I may he of 
use to her, I know this population of Pans, and can per- 
haps give her better information of what is going on both 
at the court and in the gutter than any other man, and may 
be able to render her assistance when she most needs it, 
and would ask but in payment that, should I come to 
England, she wiU extend her protection to my daughter 
until I can find a home and place her there You see I 
am playing an open game with you ” 

“I will reply as frankly,” Guy said “When I came in here 
it was, as I told the man-at-arms my companion, with the 
thought that one who had noticed us so shrewdl}', and had 
recognized me so qmckly in the crowd was no ordinary 
mountebank, but a keen shrewd man who had some motii c 
for thus addressing me, and I see that my new was a nght 
one As to your pioposal I can say nought before I have 
laid it before my mistress, but for myself I may say at 
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once tliat it recommends itself to me as excellent We 
are, as you say, stiangeis here, and Iviiow of no one from 
wliom we miglit obtain infoimation as to wbat is going on 
My mistress, if not an actual pnsoner, is piactically so, 
being beld ivitb her cbildien as hostages for my lord’s 
loyalty to Fiance She is the kindest of ladies, and should 
she autboiize me to enter into furtbei communication with 
you, you may be sure that she would execute to the full 
the undertalang you ask for on behalf of your daughter. 
MTieie can I see you again 'Z This is scarce a place I could 
often lesort to mthout my nsits being noticed, if, as is hkely 
enough, the Duke of Burgundy may occasionally set spies 
to inform him as to what we are doing, and whether my 
mistress is in communication mth any who are regal ded as 
either doubtful or hostile to his faction ” 

“ If you irill be in front of Notre Dame this evening at 
nine o’clock, I mil meet you there and conduct you to my 
abode, where you can nsit me free of any fear of observa- 
tion ” 

“"What name shall I call you?” Gu\' asked 

“Jly name is hlontepone. I belong to a noble family of 
hlantua, but mixing myself up mtli the factions there, I was 
on the losing side, and unfoi tunately it happened that m a 
fi.iT I Inlled a noble connected with all the ruhng families, 
sentence of death was passed upon me in my absence, my 
propel ty was confiscated Non here in Italy shoidd I have 
been safe from the daggei of the assassin, therefore I fled 
to France, and for ten years have maintained myself b^* tbe 
tn 0 arts n hich so often go togethei , a.strology and buffoonery 
I had aln ays been fond of knowledge, and had learned <dl 
lb u could be taught m the grand science of astrology, so that 
hon e\ or much I may gull fools here, I haie obhdnod the 
confidence of many poneifnl per.-onages by the accnracv of 
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my f 01 ecasts. Had Orleans but believed my solemn assur- 
ance he Avoiild not have iidden thiough the streets of Pans 
to his death that night, and in other cases where I have 
been more tiusted I have lendeied valuable assistance ” 

The belief in astiology had never gained much hold upon 
the mass of the English people, many as were the supei- 
stitions that prevailed among them Guy had never even 
given the matter a thought. Montepone, however, endcntly 
believed in his powcis of foreseeing the futuie, and such 
powers did not in themselves seem altogether imjiossiblc to 
the lad, he therefore made no duect reply, but saying that 
he would not fail to be at the appointed place at nine that 
evening, took his leave. 

“ Truly, Master Guy, I began to bo uneasy about you,” 
Robert Picai d said when he rejoined him, “ and was medi- 
tating whethei I had best enter the tent, and demand vhat 
had become of you It was only the thought that thcio 
might have been otheis before you, and that you had to vait 
3mur turn before seeing him, that lestiained me You have 
not been taking his nostrums, I trust, for they say that 
some of those men sell jiowdcis by which a man can be 
changed into a wolf ” 

Guy laughed “ I have taken nothing, Robert, and if I 
had I should have no fear of such a change hapiicning to 
me I have but talked to the man as to how he came to 
know me, and it is as I thought, — ho saw us as we entered 
ITo 18 a shrewd fellow, and may w ell be of some use to us 

“ I like not chaffeiing with men who have intercourse wth 
the devil,” Picard said, shalnng his head giavely, “nothing 
good comes of it Mj’’ mother kiiev a man vho bought a 
jiovdcr that was to cine his wife of jealousy, and indeed it 
did, foi It straightAvay lolled lier, and ho was hung I 
think that I c.in stand up against mortal man as veil as 
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auotlier, but my blood lan cold wben I saw you enter j^on 
tent, and I fell into a sweat at your long absence " 

» The man is not of that land, Robert, so you can reassure 
youiself I doubt not that the nostrums he sells are per- 
fectly harmless, and that though they may not cure they 
•\nll certainly not kiU ” 

They made their way back to the house of the provost 
of the silversmiths 

“Well, what do yon think of Pans, Guy?” Dame Mai- 
gaiet asked when he entered 

“It IS a fine cit}’’, no doubt, lady, but in tnith I would 
lathei be m the country than in this wilderness of narrow 
stieets But indeed I have had somewhat of an adventure, 
and one which I think may piove of advantage,” and he 
then related to Ins mistress lus rnsit to the booth of the 
supposed doctoi 

“Do jou thinlc that he is honest, Guy?” she asked when 
he concluded 

“I think so, madam. He spoke honestly enough, and 
ihcie was a img of truth in what he said , nor do I see that 
he could hai e had nnj’- motive for making my acquaintance 
save what he stated His story seemed to me to he a 
natural one ; but I shall bo able to judge better wben I see 
him in his own house and inth this daughter he speaks of, 
that IS, if your ladyship is willing that I should meet him.” 

“I am willing enough,” she said, “for even if he is a spy 
of Burgundj’s theic is nothing that we wish to conceal I 
ha^ 0 come here willingly, and have no thought of making 
luy escape, oi of mixing myself up in any of the intrigues of 
the oouit Theicforo there is no harm that he can do us, 
vhilo on the other hand you mav learn much from him, 
and will gather in a short lime vhethet he tan be trusted. 
Thou by all nuans go and meet him this eveuing. But 
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it "w^ould be as "well take Tom TOtb you It does not 
seem to me at all likely that any plot can be intended, 
but at any rate it Tvill be u'cll that you should hare one 
Avith you AA*hom you cau thoroughly ti ust, in case there is 
any snare set, aud to guai'd you against any lurking cut- 
throats ” 

I Anil tell him to be in readmess to go Avith mo. It 
Avill be his turn to go out Avith one of the others this 
CA'euing, and he might not be back in tmie if I did not 
Aram him, ’ 

“ ^Vhat anus shall I talce Arith me Long Tom said, Avlien 
Guy told him of their expedition. 

“ Nothing but your sArord and quarter-stafl'. I see that 
many of the beggjirs and others that one meets in the 
streets carry long stafls, and yom's is not much longer than 
the generality You brought it tied up Avith your bom. so 
you ATould do AveU to cai ly it, for in a street broil, n here 
theie is room to SAving it, you could desire no better me.apon, 
in such strong hands as yours, Tom Besides, you can knock 
doAvu and disable inth it and no gi*eat haim is done, mhereas 
if you used your smord there Avould be dead men; and .al- 
though by all I heal these .are not uncommon objects in 
the sheets of Paris, there might be trouble if the tomn 
Av.atch came up, as Ave .aie strangers I shall c.aiTA'n stout 
cudgel myself, .as avcU as my sivord ” 

Accordingly at half-jiast eight they set out, Guy put on 
a long cloak .and a c.ap such as Avas morn by the citizens, 
but stienglheued inside by a fcAv bands of steel forming 
sufficient protection to the head ngjunst any ordinaiy Worn. 
This he had purchased .At a stall on Ins av.av liomc Toni 
h id put on the ganueiits that h.id been bought for Imn lb it 
afternoon, consisting of a doublet of tanned leather that 
could be Avorn under armour or foi ordinaiy use, and avis 
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thick enough to afford considerable protection The streets 
ireie alieady almost deserted; those 'vvho were abroad 
burned along looking wnth suspicion at all whom they met, 
and wallniig in the middle of the road so as to avoid being 
taken by surprise by anyone lurking in the doorways oi at 
the cornel s of alleys Once or twice men came out and stared 
at Guy and his compamon by the light of the lanterns sus- 
pended across the streets, but there was nothing about their 
appearance to encouiage an attack, and the stalwart figure 
of the archer piomised hard blows lathei than phmdei 
Arrmng at the square in fiont of Notre Dame they waited 
awhile Heie there weie still people about, for it was a 
rendezvous both for roistering young gallants, thieves, and 
others starting on midnight adventui’es. After wallang 
backwaids and forwards two or thiee times Guy said, "You 
had best stand heie in the shadow of this buttress while I 
go and place myself beneath that banging lamp , seeing that 
we aie together, and he, looking peihaps only for one, may 
not recognize me ” 

On reaching the lamp, Guy took off his hat, so that the 
light should fall on his face, waited foi a minute, and then 
1 cplacod It As soon as he did so a slightly-bmit lad came 
up to him 

" Y eio you not at the fan by the river to-day, sir, and 
aio you not expecting soraeono to meet you here?” 

“That lb so, lad If you null tell me nho I am expecting 
1 shall know that he has sent yon, though, indeed, I looked 
to meet himself and not a mcssengei ” 

“ Montepone,” the lad said 

Iwi is right, is he not here himself 

“Ho leconod a mes<%age before starting that one nhose 
oixior' ho could not neglect would caU upon him this even- 
mg, and he therefore sent mo to the rendezrv ou? I ha\ e 
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been looldug anxiouslr for joUj but until now bad not- seen 
you.'’ 

“I bare a companion ivitb me; being a stranger here m 
PariSj I did not care to be wandering tbrougb tbe streets 
alone. He is a countryman of nnne, and can be trusted."’ 

“ It is indeed dangerous to be out alona It is seldom 
that I am in the streets after dari; but tbe doctor came 
witb me and placed me in a corner of tbe porcb, and then 
returned by bimself, telling me to stir not until I saw you; 
and that should you not come, or should I not be able to 
make you out, I was to remain until be came for me even 
if I waited until morning.'’ 

“I win fetch my follower,*’ Guy said, "and am readr 
to accompany you*’ 

Tbe lad was emdently unwilling to be left there for a 
moment alone, and be walked back with Guy to tbe buttress 
where tbe aicber was standing. 

‘ This is om guide, Tom,*’ Guy said, as tbe archer stepped 
out to join him; ‘ tbe peisou I expected was miable to 
come himself How, lad, I am ready; you see we are well 
guaided ” 

Tbe boy nodded, evidently reassured by the bulk of the 
archer, and was about to step on ahead of them, when Guy 
said, " You had best walk witb us. If you keep in front, it 
Avill seem as if you were guiding us, and that would pomt 
us out at once as strangers Is it far to tbe place you arc ^ 
tuldng us to ? ’ 

" A short quarter of an hour’s walk, sir ” 
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evening. It is possible that he may not be able to give us 
as much information as he said, but that he means veil bi- 
ns I am certain, and I think ve may be sure that his vine 
is as good as his apartments are comfortable.” 

This turned out to be the case, the -wme vas excellent, 
and the archer soon laid aside any doubt he might have 
entertained. From time to tune steps could be heai-d in 
the apartment above, and it vas ei-ident that it vas here 
that the interviev between the doctor and his visitor was 
taking place Presently a ring was heard below. 

“Another visitoi, ’ Guy said. Getting up, he shghtly 
drew aside a thick curtain that hung before a casement, a 
moment later he let it fall again “There are tivo men- 
at-arms standing on the othei side of the street and one 
at the door ” He heard the door opened, then the boy’s 
step was heard on the stxiirs, two or three minutes later 
there was a movement above and the sound of the foot- 
steps of two men commg down. Presently the outside 
door closed, two or three minutes elapsed, then the door 
opened and the Itahan entered 

“ I regret that I have kept you so long,” he said courte- 
ously, “but my -s-isitor was not to be got nd of hastily 
It was a lady, and there is no hurrymg ladies When a 
man comes m, I have already ascertained what he desires 
to know, he hstens to my answer and takes his departuie 
A woman, on the contrary, has a thousand things to ask, 
and for the most part they are questions quite beyond my 
power to answer.” 

“ I have, as you see. Signor Montepone, brought my tall 
countryman with me, as you noticed me, I doubt not for a 
moment that you also marked him when we entered the city 
Knowing nothing of the ivays of Paris, hut ha-ring heard 
fVinf fTin cfrnpf-c nncafp n-ffor /lorV T flmncrlif. it 
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best to bring him Rotb me , and I am mdeed glad that I did 
so, forwe metwitb several Teiy rougb-loolnng characters on 
our Avay to blotre Dame, and had I been alone I might 
have had tiouble ” 

“You did quite light,” the Itahan said, “I regretted 
aftenvards that I did not m3rself adnse jmu to bring some 
one with you, for indeed it is not safe for one man to go 
abioad alone aftei dark And now, will you accompany 
me upstairs, this tall fellow vtII doubtless be able to pass 
the time ivith that flask of v me until you return ” 

“ He should be able to do so,” Guy said with a smile, 
“ for indeed it is the best wine I have tasted, so far as my 
judgment goes, since I crossed the Channel, and indeed the 
best I have ever tasted ” 


“ 'Tis good V me I received a cask of it from the growei, 
a Burgundian noble, who had, as he believed, gained some 
advantage from follovung my adnce ” 

The man led the vaj’’ upstaus The room he entered 
theic vasmuch laiger than that which they had left, extend- 
ing ovei the vhole flooi It vas draped similar!}' to that 
in the booth, but was far more handsomely and elaborate!}’’ 
got up The hangings vcic of heavy cloth sprinkled vith 
stai=:, the ceding vas blue with gold stais, a planisphere and 
astiolabc stood in the centre of the room, and a charcoal 
fire binned in a brazier beside them A pair of huge bats 
with outstretched wings hung by vurcs from the ceiling, 
then vhite teeth glistening in the light of four lamps on 
^tand'? some '=ix feet high, one in each comer of the room. 
li’C floor vn': coiered vath a dark Ea=fein caiiiet, .a large 
chair Mjth .i f(.Hjtst<'‘ol in fiont at a ^hoit ds^-t.nicc from 
the plnu^jibor^. ,it one end n a'- a m..=‘-i\c tal'^e on v hicli 


vtio ’'v'orts, ghi'" gio^>v=, a”d a arric*y of app. 
to Ctu\ At the other end of the rc*om tht-ru v 


at'i- :n. 
a frame 
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some eight feet square on -which a -white shoot -was sti etched 
tightl3\ 

“ Noav, Master Guy,” the Italian said, “firstly, I hog you to 
give mo the date of your biith and if iiossiblo the hour, for 
I "would for my o-wn information if not for 3 oui s, cast jmur 
horoscope I like to know for my own satisfaction, as far 
as may be, the future of those "with wliom I have to deal 
If I perceive that misfoi tunes and perhaps death threaten 
them, it is clearly of no use my cntciing into lelations with 
them In 3mur case, of course, it is inth 3mur misti css that 
I am chiefly conccincd, still as 3'our fortunes are atjiicscnt 
so closel}’^ mixed uji intli hcis, I ma}' learn something of 
much utility to me fiom 3'our hoioscope ” 

“I was boin on the 8th of December, 1394 , and sball bo 
thoicfore seventeen in a fortnight’s time I vas bom a few 
minutes after midnight, for I have heaid my mothei sa3' 
that the castle bell had sounded but a few minutes bofoio I 
was born She said that she had been anxious about it, 
because an old woman liad pi edicted that if she ever had a 
child born on the 7 th day of the month, it would bo m 
ovoiy wa}’^ unfortunate, so ni}’^ mother Avas gieatl}’- pleased 
that I had escaped the consequences predicted ” 

“And noAV,” the Italian ivent on, having made a note in 
his tablets, “ Avhat said 3'our ladj^ ? ” 

“She bid mo sa3q sn, that she was vciy sensible of the 
advantage that it Avould be to her to icceii c nows 01 Avaining 
fiom one so avoH infoinicd as j^iusolf, and that slio on her 
part pioimses that she Mill befnend and piotcct your 
daughter should you at aiy.timo bung her to hei castle in 
England, or should she come alone AMth such tokens fiom 
3 ’ou as that she might be knoAvn, and this promise ny 
lad3' AOAis on the sacraments to keep ” 

“Then AS c arc in agiccnicnt,” the Italian said, “and light 
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glad am I to know tkat should auglit befall me, my daughter 
■\nll he in such good hands As fai as worldly means are 
concerned her future is assured, for I have laid out much of 
the money I have received in jewels of value, which will 
pioduce a sum that will he an ample doiviy for her Now 
I can give you some news The Duke of Bern ivith the 
queen came two days since from Melun to Corheil, and 
Louis of BaAaiia came on here yesterday to the Duke of 
Aquitaine noth a message to Burgundy and to the butchers, 
asking that they would allow him to attend the queen to 
Pans, and that she might reside in his house of Nasle 
Burgundy ivas minded to grant her leave, hut at a meeting 
of the chiefs of the guild of butchers this afteinoon they 
resolved to refuse the request, and this evening they have 
broken evciy door and mndon of the Duke of Bern’s house, 
and committed great damages theic, so that it should not he 
habitable, they resolved that Bom should not enter Pans, 
hut that the queen might come I hear that it has been 
determined that the long shall he placed in the Louvre, 
where the citizens of Pans can keep guaid over him and 
prc\ ent any attempt by the Orleanists to carry him nwaj*^ 
“All tins will make no difference to yoiu' mistress directly , 
the point of it is that the power of these butchers, with whom 
go the guild of skinners and others, is so increasing that even 
the Duke of Burgundy is forced to give in to them Some 
of the other guilds and the greater pai t of the respectahlo 
traders are whollv opjiosed to these men They theni'^elies 
nviy ciro little whether Orleans or Burgundy swui's the 
couit and the king, but this usurpation of the butchers, 
who haao behind them the ‘=cum of P.iri'?, is iogarde<^l a=: a 
d It. cor to the whole <ity, .uid the feelinc may ctow into *=0 
1 <»t a rage th >* ihore miy ho scrio'i'; vottne m tl e 
1 I'U a Ovi iht'- tint \on may be prepared llv the 
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butchers nro not likely to intorfoie witli auy snvo suck o{ 
t.kc tou iispcoplo !\s they luny tlcem kest.ilc to tkoin, m\d no 
k.'u'in would intonfionally ko done (o her or to any other 
kostogo of Burgundy. But tko pi ovost of tkc silvei snuths; is 
one of those ulio uilkstouds them to tkc best of his pouor, 
and should iu:itt,ors eoiue to soiious rioting Ins house might, 
bo attacked 'riic leadeis of the Imtelioi's’ guild would ho 
glad to see him killed, and their follon ei s u ould still more 
like to have the sacking of his noli magarino of silver goods 
and the spoiling of his fin nitiii e. 

“I say not that t.hings are likely to come to that yet, hut 
there is no tolling how fai they may be oarried. It. is hut a 
dark cloud in the distance at present., hut it may in linio 
hurst into a storm t.hat Mill deluge the streets of Pans wit.h 
blood I may loll on that., against you ns English there is no 
stiong fooling at jiresoiit among the Burgundians, for I am 
informed th.it the duke li.is taken sovoiul bodies of English 
archers into his jny. and th.it. at, Soissons and other tovns 
he has onhsted .1 scoio or tivo of those men. llowoior, I 
am sure to gam infoimation long bofoie matt 01s come to 
any sciious ]Kunt,, except a sudden onthioak arise fiuiii a 
sticet hi oil. I may tell you that one lesiilt of the lioleiico 
of the hnlchers toal.ay may he to cause <501110 hi each hctwoeii 
them and t.ho Bnrgundiau nobles, who are, I am told, gioatl}" 
incensed at their icfnsing to give jicinussion to the Biike of 
Ben 1 to come hoi e nftei Bmgnndv h ul acceded to liis request, 

and that thece follows should lont.nie to damage the hotel 

of one of the lo^.il dnkes .ceeinod to them to ho ^ill more 
intoloi vhlo The Buko of Buigundy m.iy tiucklo to thc'-e 
follov s, hilt his nobles u ill sti onglv rodent, then intei foi'cmo 
and theii airog.mt insolence, and the duke may find th.U if 
he is to lotain thoir Mippoit he will h i\e to throw o\or that 
of these turbulent eiti ’cns Moieoioi, their eoiuhut adda 
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daily to tlie strength of the Orleamsts among the citizens, 
and if a strong Armagnac force approaches Pans they ttiII 
he hailed by no small portion of the citizens as deliverers ” 
“In truth I can ireU undeistand, Signor Montepone, 
that the nobles should revolt against this association ivith 
butchers and skinners, ’tis past all bearing that felloivs hke 
these should thus meddle in pubhc affairs ” 

“The populace of Pans has ever been turbulent,” the 
Italian replied. “In this it resembles the cities of Flanders, 
and the butchers aie eier at the bottom of all tumults 
Noiv I vuU introduce my daughter to jmu, it is -well that 
you should know her, for in case of need she may serve as 
a messenger, and it may be that I may some day ask you 
to present her to your lady ” 

Ho opened the door “Kataiina'” he said mthout raising 
Ins voice, and at once a gul came rimning up fiom the floor 
below 

“This IS my daughter, blaster Aylmer, j-ou have seen 
hci before ” 

Katarina was a gul of some fourteen years of age. She 
was dressed in black, and was tall and slight Her com- 
plcviou was fairer than that of her fathei, and she alreadj 
gave promise of consideiuble beauty Guy bowed to her 
as she made her reiercnce, while her face ht up inth an 
'uuused smile 


‘ \onr fuller sajc I have ‘^cen jou before, signora, but 
in ‘:00th I knon not vhcrc or how, .cince it was but tluc 
luoi lung tint I .an ivcd in P.ins *’ 

e puted but half an hour “uice, mon'icur ” 

"} irt-cui Gnv repeUed mtb a puarlcd cvj''’'e=sion on hi' 
1 \ri\ “l>.uvly YOU arc jcstuig with me *' 

“Fo vi. i rccognirc my mc^^'tngcr' ’ I’n It 'In.M v-h; 
u uh 1 - lulo “My d lughlt.- w mv In a 
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like mine one cannot trust a stranger to do one service, and 
as a boy slie could come and go unmarked vhen ske cariies 
a message to persons of quality. Ske looks a saucy page in 
tke daytime Avken ske goes on tke business, but aftei night- 
fall ske is dressed as you saw kei tkis evening As a girl 
ske could not traverse tke streets unattended, and I am 
far too busy to bear her company; but as a boy ske can go 
wkere ske likes, and indeed it is onl^^ vrken we are alone, 
and there is kttle chance of my kanng visitors, that she 
appears in her proper character.” 

“ You must be veiy couiageous, signoia,” Guy said, “but, 
indeed, I can weU imagme that you can pass where you mil 
vdtkout anyone suspecting you to be a girl, for tke thought 
that this was so never entered my head ” 

“I am so accustomed to tke disguise,” ske said, “that I 
feel more comfortable in it than dressed as 1 now am, and 
It is much moi e amusing to be able to go about as I like 
than to remain all day cooped up here when my fathei is 
abroad ” 

“And now. Master Aylmer, that you have made nij 
daughter’s acquaintance, and I have told you what nevs 
I have gatkeied, it needs not that I should detain you 
longer, the hoiu is getting late already, and youi lady 
may well be getting anxious at j’-our absence Can you 
read?” 

“ Yes, signor, the priest at mi' lady’s castle in England, 
of which my father is castellan dming my lord’s absences, 
instructed me ” 

“It is well, for sometimes a note can be slipped into a 
hand when it would not be safe to deliver a message by 
word of mouth Fiom time to time if theie bo anything 
new you shall hear from me, but thcic -will be no occasion 
for 3 oil to come hither again unless llieie is something of 
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impoitaiice on winch I may desire to have speech lyith yon, 
or you %Yith mo. Remain here, Katarina, until my return; 
I will see monsiem.' out, and bar the door after Inm ” 

Passing downstairs Guy looked in at the room where 
he had left the aichei The latter spiung to his feet as ho 
entered unth a somewhat dazed expression on his face, for 
indeed, be bad fallen off into a sound sleep 

" "We are going now, Tom,” Guy said. “I hav’e concluded 
my business inth this gentleman We mil not go back the 
way w'c came,” be u ont on, as they issued into tbe street, 
“for I am smo we should nevci find om wa}’- tbrougb those 
alleys Let us keep along hcic until we come to a broader 
street leading the rvay we wish to go , fortuuntel}’, mth the 
river to oui left, ivo cannot go vciy fai wTong,” 

They picsently came to a street leading in the dcsiied 
dhcction. They had scarcely entered it when they heaid 
ahead of them the sound of a fra}’- A loud cry aiose, and 
Ihcie was a clashing of swoid-blades 

“Como on, Tom’” Guy said, “it may be that some 
gentleman is attacked by these inffians of the stieets ” 
Stalling ofl' at a run, the}' soon airhed at the scene of 
combat, the fcaluics of which they weic able to see bj’ 
the light of the lamp that hung in the centre of tlic stieot 
A m.an nas sUiiclmg in n n.irrow doom ay, winch prciented 
his being .nttarked cveopt in front, and the step on which 
he stood gaio him .a sliglit advanUage o\ci his adver«ancs 
lhc<^o wcie nearly n doren in number, and weic eiidently, 
Giu hid supposed, slieet infinns of the lowest cli'=s 
ithout hculatiDU Guy .and the archer fell upon them, 
with a shout of cncoiirngcmcnt to the defender of tin’ 
(’oorwiv, who was 0114011111' sorclv pic*'“e<l Ton'i’sou'utej- 
'tijl soil iwo of the men rolling on the ground nlwos' 
Kforc they rt ihat they were att'-tch'-’ 1, whi! ■ <b,v 



130 


AT AGINCOUKT. 


lan another through the body. For a moment the assailants 
scattered, but then, seeing that they -srei e attached by only 
tvro men, they fell upon them ^nth fniv 

Guy defended himself stoutly, but he Tvould have faied 
badly had it not been for the efforts of Long Tom, ■whose 
staff descended with such tremendous foice upon the heads 
of his assailants that it biohe do'wn them guard, and sent 
man after man on to the pavement Guy himself leceived 
a sharp 'abound in the shouldei, but cut down another 
of bis assailants, and tbe defender of the dooi, leaiang 
his jiost of vantage, now joined them, and in a couple of 
minutes but fom* of the assailants lemained on their feet, 
and these, ivith a shout of dismay, tmncd and took to their 
heels Gu}^ had now time to look at the gentleman to whose 
assistance he had so oppoi timely am’ved As tlie laltei 
took oft his hat he saw that the stianger was but a year or 
two oldei than bmiself. 

“By our Lady, sn,'’the young man said, “you airived 
at a lucky moment, foi I could not much longer have kept 
these luflians at bay I have to thank yon for mv hfc, 
which, assuredly, they would have taken, especially as I 
had disposed of two of their comrades befoi o you came up 
May I ask to Avhom I am so indebted? I am Count Chailcs 
d’Estournel ” 

“My name is Guy A5’Imer, sh, I am the son of Sir 
James Avlmcr, an English knights and am here as the 
esqune of Dame Maigarct do Yilleioy, -a ho armed but this 
moining in Pans ” 

“And who is this stalwnit fellow whoso staff has done 
more execution than both om swoid-blades?” the young 
count asked, “verily it lose and fell like a flail on a 
thrashing-floor.'" 

“ He is one of Dame Margaret’s retaincis, and fhe captain 
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of a band of aicliers in lier semce, but is at jiresent here as 
one of hei men-at-arms ” 

“In tmtb I eniy her so stout a letainer Good felloiv, 
I have to thank you much, as ivell as Monsieur Guy Ayhner, 
for your assistance ” 

“One IS always glad of an oiiportunity to stretch one’s 
aims a bit when tbeie is but a good excuse for doing so,” 
the aicher said, “and one needs no better chance than 
when one sees a gentleman attacked by such scum as these 
ruffians, ” and he motioned to the men Ijnng stretched on 
the gi ound 

“Ah, you aie English'” D’Estourncl said with a shght 
smile at Toni’s very bioken Ficnch “I know all about 
you now,” he wont on, tinning to Guj^ “I was not present 
to-day 11 hen youi lady had audience iiith Burgund}’’, but I 
heaid that an English dame had ai lived, and that the duke 
cime but badly out of the encounter in ivords inth her 
But lie had best be moving on oi we may have the nateh 
on us, and we should be called upon to account for these 
ten felloiis lying here I doubt not but half of them are 
only stunned and mil soon make ofl, the othei six mil have 
to be earned an ay Wo have a good account to give of 
ourselios, but the natch would probably not liouhlc them- 
seli os to a«k any questions, and I have no fancy foi spending 
a night lotked up in the cage mth perhaps a dozen un- 
siioury malcfactois Which nav does vour course lie, 


“^^c aie lodged at the hou=e of Maitie Leionx, pioiod 
of the m1i er'-imth'5 ” 

“llien you no gonig in then rung direction You lot.nn 
up il'.p then turn to vour iniht. hi' hou«e in il o 

thud '♦rvnt to iht 'oft ] ch dl do ini-df th^ h-.r- >r of 
calbhg Vi tho UM>nnt!g Xm tl mb von inuo fidn f- - tiu 
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service you "have rendered me, Tvliicli, should it ever fall into 
my porrer, you can count on my i ctm-ning. My mir noM- 
lies in the opposite direction 

After miitual salutes they parted, and Guy follorred the 
directions given to them 

“That vras a sharji sldnmsh, ]\Iaster Guy/’ Long Tom 
said contentedly] “the odds vere just enough to mahe it 
interesting Did you escape scatheless 

“iSTot altogether, Tom, I had a svrord-tlmast in ray 
shoulder; hut I can do Tvith it until I get hack, vhen I 
rail get you to bandage it for me." 

“That Avill I; I did not get so much as a scratch A 
quarter-staff is a rare vreapon in a fight like that, for yon 
can keep veil out of the reach of their svrords. In faith I 
have not had so pleasant an exercise since that fight Dichon 
and I had m the market-place at hYinchester last Lammas 
fair.” 

“I am .afnud D.ame Margaret Trill scold ns for getting 
into a fray. ’ 

“Had it, not been for yonr Tvonnd rre need have sard 
nothing abont it; but von may be sure that yon tHII have 
to carrv vour arm in n sling for a dav or tmo, and she rill 
■want to kiiom the ins .and onts of the matter. ’ 

“I think the affair has been a fortunate one, for 5t has 
obtained for me the friendship of ,a yomig Bnrgnndian 
noble. Friendless as ve are here, this is no slight matter, 
aaid I by no means giudge the amount of blood I have lost 
for such .1 gain There is a bght in D.mie l^Iargaret’s c.ase 
ment; she said that she should sit up till my return, and 
mould herself let me in, for the household rrouM be .asleep 
tmo hours ago; .and as YlaJiro Leroux and his mfe have 
shoTrn themselves so kindly disposed tomards us, she shoJd 
not like the hottsehold disturbed at such an hottr. I m.as to 
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ivlnsfcle a note or t^'o of Richaid Mon R02, and slie pould 
knoAV that we weio ivithout ” 

He wlnstled a bar or two of tbo air, they saw a shadow 
cross the casement, then the light disappeaied, and in a 
minute they heaid the bolts undiawn and the door opened 
“You aie late, Guy,” she said, “I have been expecting 
you tins houi past what has happened to you?” 

she bi oke off as she saw his face 

“It is but a tiifle, lady,” he said, “a sword-thrust in 
the shovildei, and a little blood Long Tom vnll bind it 
up Oui delaj^ was caused paitly b}’^ the fact that the 
Italian was engaged, and it 11 as half an horn before I coidd 
see him. jMoieover, we had been kept at the trysting- 
place, as the guide did not recognize me owing to Tom 
being mth me, and lastl}*-, we neie somewhat delayed by 
the matter that cost me this sword-thrust, which I in no 
way grudge, since it has gained for us a fnend who may be 
useful ” 

Tom had by this time haired the door and had gone 
upstaiis "I am disappointed in you, Guy,” Dame jMar- 
gaiot said scieiely iihcn thej* entered the room “I told 
you to keep yourself free from fi-ays of all kinds, and here 
ion haic been engaged in one before we haie been tuclvc 
hours in Pans ” 

“1 cr.iie your pardon, madam, but it is not in human 
natmo to ‘^laiid hy inthout dniwnign 51101x1 on behalf of a 
yoMug gonilcman dofending hira'^clf .against a dozen cui- 
throat'^ 1 .un sure that in such a case your ladvship would 
bo tbo f.iNt p nie draii and stnke in The mailer did 
not 5 isi ibjtv Tom dnpo^Cfl of six of ihcui vjth 

1 m- oUr-'c* oT. ihe gonPennn had kilKd two befoo* wc 
arm el, jnd 1 nivijigt\i to dnno-e of tuo ji e t* 

l\yik Vo iLoi htal-, 'fie loui.g v..- Ceant 
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Churles d'Eslournel, lio is, as it seems, m the Duke of 
Bui gundy’s ii.un, and as wc undoubtedly saved lus life, bo 
nia^f tuin out a good and useful friend ” 

“You aio light, Guy, 1 spoke perhaps too hastily. And 
nou' about the other matter.” 

Guy told hei all that had taken place, 

“And what is this man like?” she asked ivhen he had 
concluded. 

“Now that I saw him without the astiologci’s lobe and 
in his ordinal y costume ho seemed to mo a very piopcr 
gentleman/' Guy replied “He is my height or theicabouts, 
giavo in face and of good presence I have no doubt that 
ho IS to be trusted, and he has evidently resolved to do all 
in his power to aid you, should it be ncccssaiy to do so 
Ho would scarce liave intioduccd his daughtei to mo had it 
not been so,” 

“lie must be a strange man,” Pame hlargarct said 
tlioughtfully 

“He IS ccitainljr no common man, lady As I haic 
told you, ho behoves thoioughly in his science, and but 
adopts the costume in 11111011 I fust saw him and tho rOle of 
a quack vendor of nostiums in oidoi that his real jirofc^sion 
may not be known to the public, and so bung him in colli- 
sion with the chinch ” 

“It seems to me, Guy,” D.imc Maigaret said the next 
moimng, “that as you have aheady made the acquaintance 
of a j^ung Flench noble, and may piobabl> meet with 
others, 'tin’ll be best that, iiheuivo have finished our break- 
fast, you should lose no time in sallying out and pi ending 
yomself with suitable .attuo Spare not money, for my 
puifc lb leiy full. Get yomself a suit in winch you can 
acconqiany me fitly if I again see the duke, or, as is possible, 
iiaie an intemeu mlh the queen. Get tiio otheis, the one 
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a quiet one, and not likely to attract notice, for your ordinary 
wear, the other a more handsome one, to wear when you go 
into the company of the young men of station hke this 
Burgundian noble whom you succoured last night, Your 
father being a knight, you may well, as the esqiuie of my 
loid, hold your head as high as other young esqunes of 
good family in the train of Fiench nobles ” 

On Agnes and Charlie coming into the room, the latter 
exclaimed, “Why have you got your aim in a scarf, Guyf’ 
“lie was in a fiay last night, Charlie He and Tom 
cjirae upon a number of ruffians fighting a young gentleman, 
so they joined in and helped him, and Guj’^ was woimded 
in the shoulder ” 

“Did they beat the bad men, mother?” 

“ Yes, deal , Guy had taken a sword mth him, as it was 
after dark, and Tom had his quaiter-staft ” 

“Then the others can have had no chance,” Charlie said 
decidedly “ I have often seen Long Tom playing mth the 
quarter-staff, and he could beat anyone in the castle I 
'll ai rant ho lard about him well I should have liked to 
liaA c been there to have seen it, mother ” 

“ It mil bo a good many years 3'et, Charlie, before you 
mil be old enough to go out after dark in such a place as 
P.ni<=” 

“But I real fighting at the castle, mothei, and I am 
Mue I v.is not afraid eieti vheu the cannon made a gieat 

noivp ’ 

Iso, 3011 boh'iied \erv mcH, Charlie, but it is one thing 
lo l>o vtandmc on the top of a keep and aiiothci to be in 
the a fra\ is going on all round ’ 

D'd 3011 kill am ore, Giu «’ the tKii asked cigeilv 

Soino of them wore i\o'mdtd, Guv rejibc 1 , ‘ but I 
cMuio' N ivir certain tint '■luoi'e lulhd 



^ ^ at agincourt 

They ought to bo hilled, these bad men u-lio attach 
people 111 the stieot If I were King of Franco I uonkl 
iiaro all their heads cliopped ofl.’^ 

“It is not so easy to catch tlioni, Cliarho AYhon the 
watch come upon them when they are doing such things 
theio IS not much mercy shown to them.” 

As soon as breakfast was over Guy m ent out, after learn- 
ing fiom hlaitio Leroux the address of a tradesman ulio 
gonorall^r kept a stock of garments in store, m readiness 
for those passing through Paris, svlio might not have time 
to stop Avhilo clothes svero specially made foi them Ho 
returned in the com so of an hour, followed b}* a boy cari j- 
nig a wooden case wtli the clothes that ho had bought Ho 
had boon fortunate in getting tn o suits which fitted him 
pcifcctljf. They had boon made for a young knight i\lio 
had been despatched by the duke to Flanders just after ho 
had been measured for them, and the tailoi said tliat ho 
's\ as glad to sell them, as foi aught ho know it might ho 
weeks oi os’cn months licfoio the knight lotmaicd, and ho 
could make othci suits foi Inm at his Icisino. Thus ho was 
jnovidcd at once siitli Ins two best suits, foi the othoi ho 
had been measmed, and it was to bo sent in a couple of 
daj’s On his rctuni he wont straight to his room, and 
attiiod himself in rcadniess to icccivo the visit of Count 
Charles d’Estouinol. 

The suit consisted of an oinngo-colourcd doublet coming 
down to the hips, with puce sleeves, the trousers voic blue, 
and fitting closely to the logs, the shoes veio of the great 
length thou in fashion, being some eighteen inches from 
the heel to the pointed toe The coiiit suit was similar 
m make, Imt mute handsome — tho doublet, vlnch vas of 
cninsoij, being cmbioulciod vith gold, tho closolj'-fitdng 
tiouscrs voio stuped vith light blue and black, the cap 
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intli the suit in ivlucli he -was now diessed iras j^ellow, 
that with the coiut suit crimson, and both were high and 
conical, rcsemblmg a sugar-loaf in shape From his sword- 
belt ho caiiied a hght straight sword, instead of the heaner 
one that would be carried in actual warfare, and on the 
nght side was a long dagger 

Charho clapped his hands as he entered the sitting-ioom 
“That 'snll do very well, Master Esquire,” Dame !Mai- 
gaiet said inth a smile, “tnUy you look as well fitted as if 
they had been made foi you, and the colours are well chosen ” 
Guy told her how ho had obtained them. 

“You aie veiy fortunate,” she said, “and this afternoon, 
n hen I mean to take a walk to see the city, I shall feel that 
I am n ell escorted u ith you by my side ” 

“Shall you take us, mother 1” Chailie asked anxiously 
“I intend to do so You are so accustomed to be in the 
open air that you would soon pine if confined here, though 
indeed the air outside is but close and hea\y compaied with 
that at home I have been spealdng to blaster Lcronx 
ulnle you hai'c been away, and he tells me that a post goes 
once a w cek to Lille, and that he u ill send a letter foi me to 
Sir Eustace under covoi to a worthy trader of that toim, 
uho will forw.ud it thence to Villcrov hr a mes^enfrer 
Theicforc I shall nuitc tins morning, mj lord will bo 
plci’^ed indeed to learn that we arc so comforUibl}' bestowed 
boie. .and thit there is no caucc foi any uneasiness on his 
put’ 
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GILVPTEK Yin. 

A TvIOT. 

W HILE Dame j\Iaigaret -was spcalciiig to Gur, one of 
fhe serntois camo njj mtli n-oid tlnit Count Charles 
d’Estomnel ums below desiring to spe;\k with o^Iastcr Guy 
Aylmer 

''SIiow the count up. Or no, you had best go dmrn 
yourself to receive him, Guv. Pi ay him to come up with 
yoUj it mil be luoic fitting” 

Gu3t at once went down 

“So this is niy sa\‘iom' of last nights” the C-ount said 
gail,v as Guy joined him “I could scarce get a view of 
your face then, as the lamps give such a poor light, and I 
should hai dly have known you again Besides, yon were 
wiapped up in yoim cloak. But you told me that you 
weie an esquire, and I see that 3*011 carry a sword I wiuit 
to take you out to introduce you to some of my friends 
Can you accompany me non V 

“ f shall do so willinglv. Count . but firet will yon .alien 
me to present you to m3* lady misUcssl She pia3'cd me to 
biing 3*011 up to hei ap.artmcnts ” 

“That shall I light willingly; tliose who were picsent 
3*osterda3’' speak of hci as a noble l.idi’^ ’ 

The3’^ vent iipstaiis together. 

“hi}* lady, this is Count Chailes d’Estouinel, who desires 
me to pioscut him to you ” 

“1 am glad to meet 3*011, Sir Coiink ’ Dame Jfaigaret 
said, holding out her hand, which ho raised to Ins bps 
“seeing that 1113* csquiie, M.istcr Gnv ^Vvhucr, was able to 
rendei 3*011 <ome slight service last night. Thi^ i** m3' 
daughter Agnes and 1113* son Ch.arlcs ” 
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‘The service was by no means a slight one/’ the younn 
Count said, retmmng a deep salute that Agnes and Charlie 
a e 0 im, “unless indeed you consider that my life is a 
alueless one, for assuredly uuthout his aid and that of your 

chldles/te 

mormng i ,^3 indeed in eore plight when they amved, 
veri' m,Tl ^ defended myseU 

loceiiod no moicy at then hands In my sui-pmo at being 
so suddo'ily attacked I oven foigot to laise a shout £of 

tair/o’ h d7^ ‘‘ " '“‘f *'■“ '™““ '''*™ 

spoMiZ ^ “^'-er on the 

•l^lossoii that However, wegave theiuflians 

foigot readily l'oT°out Jt'T 

accounted fM ten oT f •''‘foo’'Od me we 

toi siv tia that^/c J t”? loveUed no less 

^ / -ogino that tLe 

«n^%uro tluithe n 1 r" came,— but I 

throat m futme ’Tisrsl 

to interfere mth honr.i ^ suffered 

the stioels of tho^P ^ attention to nddiim 

thmgs 

I'"" Margaret 

^lKlnHd^e^ Mc can h'^ P 

attwHl "ondor that the cunon<t do not 

-^odoiim ^uu ae ri-'hT it 

't- n^nt, IK* .vounu c-.'ui* V lid v.ith n 


^’nd 


“1.,. .. , •**■■•“» ‘fc yomm c- 

* * ‘ i- it.c Ipghist who h-ct the li 


d cv.n']>!c, and 
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Arc tlieir mssils c.Auuot but foboAv tbcm, I luvseli 

rronld far ratbei' drcAr mr srrord asainst ibo eaeiuics d 

O 

IVance than amiust mt countmuc}'! But mctbinlcs.'’ and 

VA n «. 

here lie laugbed, ex,aiuple of tbe avats that England has 
so often AiMged Avitb Scotluid inigbt Aroll cause yon to taXe 
a lenient auou' of our misdoings 

c,iunot gains IT jmu tberc. Sir Count and trulr tbo'e 
quarrels have caused more damige to England tlian tout 
disputes betTreeu Burgundy and Orleans hare, so fm ui- 
ilictcd on Eiunce ; but you sec I am a sufferer in tbe one case 
and not in tbe otber. Even uom I am ignorant Arby I bare 
been brought bero. There is a truce at present belmeeii 
England and Eiauiee, and assuredly there are more Eugbsli 
in tbe serAUce of nobles of Burgundy iban in those of 
Orleans, and at any rate I have seen no reason Arby ibere 
can at present be any doubt at all of tbe conduct of my 
lord, Arbo has but lately defended bis casile against tbe 
folloATcrs of Orleans ’ 

So I b.aA'c be.xrd. madamc, and I Iuioat that, there are 
some of my friends Avbo tliinb that Pube John has behiAed 
lurdly in the matter; but be seldom acts Arithoui reason 
tbongb it may not be alnaiys tliat one tvbich he assigns for 
any action Then, changing the subject, be Avent on. 
bare come to wbe Master Gur for a malk vritb me, and to 
introduce Mm to some of my friends. My f.ither is al'sea. 
at present, but on bis rotttrn be a\u11. I knorr, hasten to exc- 
pre^s bis gratitude, I trust that yott can spare your espure 
to go out tviib me, ' 

“Certaiulv. so lint be docs but return in time to osoor. 
me fora tralk through tbe streets this afternoon " 

• I Avill bo sure to come b ick, madam,” Guy said “ ^ 

have but to sav the hour at A\Mch von null '■tart; but indeovt 

« 

I think thtt I shall probtbly be in to dinner at one." 
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“ I cannot see," G\\y said, "wlien lie had salhed out mtli 
the young count, ‘Gvhy they should have called upon Su 
Eustace to fmmsh hostages As the Diike of Burgundy has 
Enghsh archeis in his paj’, and France is at tiuce mth Eng- 
land, there seems less leason than at other times to demand 
smeties of his loyalty, especially as he has shoivn that he 
IS in no ivay iveli disposed to the Annagnacs ” 

“Between oiuselres, Guy, I think that the dulce m no 
way expected that hostages would he given, and that he was 
by no means well pleased when a messenger ainved from 
the herald to say that he was letuining with yoiu lady and 
her children What was his mtention I Icnow not., hut in 
times hlce these it is necessary sometimes to lewaid faithful 
followcis or to seciuc doubtful ones, and it may he that he 
would liave been glad to have had the oppoitunity of find- 
ing so fair a castle and estate at his disposal You know 
the f.ihlc of the wolf and the lamh, a poor excuse is deemed 
sufficient at all times in France when theie is a great nohle 
on one side and a simple knight on the othei, and I reckon 
that the duke did not calculate upon the inlluigness of your 
Sir Eustace to permit his infc and childicn to come here, oi 
upon the Dame’s mllingness to do so, and in no waj* ex- 
pected mattei-s to turn out as the}* have done, for there is 
now no shadow of evcu'^c for Inin to meddle vith Villcroy. 
Indeed, I question vhethor the condition about hostages 
V of hw dcMsing. but it mai well be that the king or the 
queen v ^hed it inserted, and he, thinking that there v as no 
i h UKC of tint altci n c being accepted, melded to the v I'b 
Mind, .dl thn not spoken from my ovn knowledge, but I 
Old heir th-i* Duke John wic much put out when he font'd 
thu the u ore corning, ami tl'erc <'< me ! ojgLi' i 

u-o'.g \v«. . - the duke hi nig fo*- o ice out v it: 1 ' 

1 hr \ ( ,■> do lui", h>\t I'un Old’' i ch, C' Mit 
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is oTtr Gny, And ire nre bound to %]n io iis 
CAn=:o, bnt onv von's ioallj do noiinolnde ibc Ttord loro. 
Tbe dulccbis fnber ir.i^ .1 noble princo, jn^t ondbononr.dde, 
m^id bo ivns loved ns v'cll n5 bononrod. l^nbo John is n 
diiToront nnn alto^otbor. He is bravo^ as bo pTovt'i in 
Hnnginn and it ni.\y bo said ibat bo is vriso, bnt bis irisdoin 
is not. of tbo Icind t.b it Burgundian nobles love. It inigbt 
bive been vise to roniovo Orleans from bis pitb, allbongb 
I donbt St bnt. it. vras a distardlvtnnrder all tbe same; and 
altbongb ire are bound to support bin. it nlieirited not 1 
feir, Tlien be condescends to consort, irttb ibose sonv 
bn.ives tbe bntebers, and otbors of loiv c^tite, to tabo ^ben 
into bis connsels ind to tbrnst tbeni upon ti^ at irbic^j 
I inav tell von there is crievons -discontent All t’’’i« i* 
rinb treisoti to tbe dube. 1 bive no donbt., bnt it i« tme 
tievcrtbebiss Here ire are at onr brst stopjnng-pliee. Jin’: 
is a sa//r, (farntes; it i^ kept by 1 Bnrgnnditn mastor, nbe 
Ins iiilb bini tiro or three of tbe be^tsirerdsmoi in Bmce, 
and bci'e a nnniber of ns meet every morning to leata 
trieba of fence, and to beep onrsclres in good evercise. 
ivbicli indeed one sorely needs in this city of Birit ivbere 
ibere is noitbet biirbing nor bunting nor pmsting nor mr 
olber Idnd of bnigbtly sjxiil, every one being toe bndij 
in earnest to tlnnb of ainnsenient, Several ot lav b''^' 
friends are snre to be here, and I ivnt to intromue Vc'j 
to ibom ” 


^Vben ibey entered tbe salon they fonrd ^erie tairty 
vonne bniirlns and nobles enbored Tivo or three pi'^ vt 
bolniot and bodvrannonryyrencbtiririiitb MniV \1 minims 
otbera wre lai'diing on to a aiddle pined on a I'-iaieirorK* 
longbly reprosonting a high irarborac; one or tiro iiaec 
sivinging bcsiij- inics. irbHing tbi''m loirad 1 ^‘ir beaO' 
and biinpng tlic'n dc'ira occasionally np ra great airdbig^ 
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six feet highj while others were seated on benches resting 
themselves aftei their exercises D’EstourneFs ai rival was 
gi'eoted with a shout, and several of those disengaged at 
once came over to him 

“Laggard'” one exclaimed, “what excuse have you to 
make foi coming so late 1 I noted not that De J ouvaux’s 
inne had mounted into your head last night, and surely the 
duke cannot have had need of your valuable services tins 
morning 1” 

“ Neither one nor the other befell, D’Estelle But first let 
me intioduce to you all my fnend Guy Aylmer, an English 
gentleman, the son of a loiight of that country, and himself 
an esquire of Sir Eustace de Yilleroy. I am suie jmu will 
welcome him when I tell you that he saved my life last 
night when attacked by a band of cut-throats Guy, these 
are my friends Count Pierre d’Estelle, Count Walter de 
Vesoul, the Sieur John de Perron, and the Knights Louis de 
Lactre, SirEegniald Poupait, Su James Begnier, Sm Thomas 
d’Autie, and Sir Philip do Noisies ” 

“I can assure you of oui fiieiidship,” the first-named of 
these gentlemen said coidially to Guy, “for indeed 5 *ou 
have rendcied us all a sernce m thus saidiig to us our 
fuend D’Esloiiinel Tell us how the matter occiured, 
Charles, in sooth, we shall have to take these ruffians of 
Pans in hand .So long as they cut each othei’s throats no 
grc.at harm is done, but if then take to cutting ouis it is 
Umc to gl^ e them a lesson *’ 

“The matter was simple enough,' D’Estounicl said “As 
\ou ];no\s, It vas late before wc bioke up at De Jomaiix s 
la«t ingbt, for I hcani it ‘Strike balf-past ten by the hell of 
f't Gormnin .as I s.ilHed ouU I was making my v n home 
bke a p'Mtoful citircn, vhon two men c^mc out frcui a. 
iia’'n,)W lane and stumble*! roughly me E^c^mmg 
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that they •vreic dninh, I stiuclc one a Iniflet on the side of 
Ins head and stvetched him in the gutter ” 

“That -was not like a peaceful citi/cn, Chailcs/' one of 
the others hi olce in 

“Well, haidlr. pcihaps; hut I forgot 1113^ diameter at tlie 
iiionieiit Hoivever, an instant later there ivns a shout, and 
a dozen or so aimed men poimed out fiom the lane and fell 
upon me I saiv at once that I had heen taken in a trip 
Luckil3" thcic was a deep doorwa}^ close h}', so I spimig 
into itj and, di airing m3' swoitJ, put myself m a postnio of 
defence hcfoie the3’’ weic upon me I mn the first tlnongh 
the hod3^, and that seemed to tc.ich the othcis some caution 
Fortunately the dooi\va3' was so deep that onl3’^ tno could 
assail me at once, and I held m3’'gionnd for some tunc pietti' 
fairly, 01113^ icccning a few sciatches rrcsently I saw an- 
other opoiiiiig, and, paiTving a thinst, I lan my snonl 
thioiigh the follow’s tin oat He fell inth a loud oiitci}’, 
which was fortunate, foi it came to the cais of 1113' fnenci 
hoie, and bi ought him and a stout letamcr — a piodigioiid}' 
tall fellow, inth a stafl' longei than himself — to niv aid 
They wcic but just in time, foi (he rnflians, funous at llie 
fall of anothci of tlicir companions, were pressing nio hotly, 
and slashing so fniionslj- uith Ihcir swords that itimsas 
much ns I could do to pairj' them, and had no tune to 
till list hack in lepl}' !M3' fiicnd hero mn two of them 
through, his tall companion Ic\cllcd six to thegionnd rath 
his stafiT, ululc I did what I could to aid them, and at last 
the fom that lemaincd still on then legs mn ofT 1 hchcic 
thc3' thought that the man inlh the staff uas the FmI <-)nc 
himself, rho had got tired of aiding thorn 111 then Mllainout 
cutcrpi ises ” 

“It was a iiaiTOw escape indeed. Clinilos," Count alter 
do Vcsonl “aid giaach', “and it u.as u’cll for 3'on tint thcic 
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was that doorway haid by, or your brave friend would heave 
found but your body when he came along It is eiddent, 
gentlemen, that when we indulge in dimlang parties we 
must go home in couples Of coiuse, Charles, you must 
lay a complaint before the duke, and he must let the 
Parisians know that if they do not keep then cut-tlu’oats 
within bounds we null take to sallying out at night in 
parties and will cut down every man we find about the 
streets " 

“I mil lay my complaint, but I doubt if much good will 
come of it The duke will speak to the provost of the 
butchers, and nothing mil be done ” 

“Then we mil take them in hand,” the other said angnly 
“If the Parisians won't keep older in their streets we mil 
keep It foi them. Such doings are intoleiable, and we 
will make up parties to scour the streets at night. Men 
passing peaceably along u e shall not of course molest, hut 
any parties of armed men we find about we mil cut down 
without hesitation ” 

“I shall he he,artily glad to join one of the parties when- 
ever you are disposed, Do Yesoul,’’ D’Estournel said “ Per- 
chance I may light on one or more of the four fellows who 
got away last night Now I am icadj" to have a bout mth 
swords ” 

"Wc have all had our turn, Charles, ' the other said. 

“Then I must work with the mace,” the count said “Mv 
fueud hero, you see, did not come off as scatheless last night 

I did, or else I would have asked him to ha\o a bout 
V iih mo. IIo held lus own so well against tv o of them v ho 
fell on him togethoi that I douht not I should find him a 
slnrdv adtors iry 

“1 fo-’r not. Count,'’ Cuv said smibnc “T c.ui if'' nn 
svonl ji Is tiuo in Dnirhsh f hut I hoc x ' ’h (l 
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fdnts x-iiid tricks Tritli the svrord such as I am told are 
taught in jour sckools ” 

“ A littic practice kero \nll amend thak' r>’Est-onrncl said 
“ These things are well enough in a sail'' ^ m >)>cs, and are nss- 
ful mhen one man is opposed to another in a duel hut in a 
battle or mlhe I fancy tint they arc of hut little use, though 
indeed I hare never jet had the ebance of ti ring, hVevrill 
introduce jou to the master, and I hope that jou tnll come 
here regiilarlj; it vrill give real pleasure to all This sa.on 
is kept up hj the duke for our benefit, and as joit are one 
of his most prcssinglj invited guests jou are certainlj lUi 


of ik” 

Thej ment up in a bodj to the ma^l er. “ Mailrc rnudin. 
Count'Charlcs said, “I have to introduce to jou a gentleman 
mho is onr mutual fiuend, and uho last night 
in a street hraml He is at present an csqnire of Sir 
do hullcroj, and has travelled hither avith the knighko.amu 
mho has come at the iinttavion of the duke Hi« 
an English kmght, and the fnend of us all yre trust 1, la 
JOU vdl put him upon the list lU vour pupils, 

“I shall he pleased to do so Couui Charles, the more 

siucc he has done vou such seiiuca 

-I am afuaid that vou mill find me a very hachrrara 
pupil,' Guj said -I hive hecu mell taught m Eugkt 
fashion hut as you huom, mattre, ue nore more famc^ 
doxmright Inrd hitting than foi suhtletjaud 

‘ Pomnright hard hiitmg is not to he do'jusco ^ ^ 
master said ‘and in a kittle it is tlie chief thing ot 
vet snouce is not to bo rog-uvlod as useless, since it not o nj 
makes t:mord-plav a noble pasnmc, but in ^a single combat . 
cuahh-s one mho is physically moah to hold his ovu again^i 

a f ir sn onger .aulKagoirh'*-' , , - j i ..f 

That T feel creatlv, miitro, T shill be glid mdfct 
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lessons m the art, and as soon as my shoulder is healed I 
snail take gieat pleasme in attending your school regulaily 
w eneier my lady has no need of my presence I am 
position of the weak antagomst you speak of, 

will ^^0 more anxious to acquu'e the slcill that 

U enable me to take my part m a conflict with full-grown 

nlT'''' that,” Count 

Chailes said with a smile 

^ay, men of that soit do not count,” Guy said “ They 

.,„d it was only the.r numli 

Iroldina dangerous There is little credit in 

loldu^ ones own against ruflians of that land ” 

^aid ‘'and hT” h morning," the young count 

“and ri ■ y»'' “U »me 

mne and mil^J’tr*! ‘ *‘'d^ “ gliiss or two of 

Wnnd to 1.0 tack a^l.“1or“““r“ 
nood not be afntl tht t ^1'®'. i'™ 

Guy na^scrl i ^ ^uudmg you into a carouse ” 

rotnined'totli'e ntoZt" ‘t 

s.iyiiur that Im count accompanied him, 

^efor? and nuff the night 

foi Iho moining '® •'“““■“'d in 

me last inVhr'l'i ’ “S"'" f'"' f**' scrncc that yon i cndci cd 

>0 .he aulit; JlrT''' 'f o>" h.s hand 

<i>h«iof mrt>T. f f ^ uccepl this ririy in 

t'-' tlm u ^ Pad Jt enlarged tin*- nmii.uig 

V m mic of your ntong fimrcr' It ni>\ K 

m a iiuH til'd u I'r., If 


‘1 th-x 


uh N v'ln -ir.' Tt.-i c i ‘ I „ .j| c . 
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neck, for m truth rings are not foi the use of men m mv 
condition As to gratitude, I feel that it is inther the othei 
nny, for my ams n-eic beginning to get stiff for ivjmt of 
use. I only n-ish that the fray had lasted a hit longer, for 
i had scaice time to ivarm to it, and I hope that the next 
time your loixlship gets into trouble I may have the good 
luck to be near at hand again ' 

I hope you may, my jhiend; assuredly I could vaiit no 
bettei helper” 

After the count had taken his leave Guy ivent upstairs 
and told Lady Margaret how he had spent the morning 

I am very glad to hear what 3^11 say about the fencing 
school, Guj*, it will be good for you to have such training 
And indeed tisweU that j'ou should have some emploiTnent, 
for time would hang but wearily on I’oiii hands were j’on 
to lemain long caged up here I shall be ver3’ glad for yon 
to go It ivill make no diffei eiice to us whether ive take 
our walk in the monung or in the afternoon ” 

After dinner they went out Giij" escorted Lame Mar- 
gaiet, Agnes and Charlie followed, Long Tom and Jules 
^ aro3' bunging up the lear, both armed m'th swords and 
cairying in addition heavy cudgels First of all they visited 
the cathedral, wheie Dame Margaret and hei daughter knelt 
for some time in pmyer before one of the shrines, then 
ciossing the bndge again they followed along the brand 
paiement between the foot of the walls and the niei, which 
sened as a market, whcic hucksters of all sorts plied their 
tiade; then entering the next gate on the wall they walked 
down tlie stieet to the PLice de Ja Bastille, which had been 
finished but a few 3’ear5 

“Tis a gloomy place and a strong one," Dame i\Iargnet 
said with a shi\er as she looked at its frowning toners, 
the poor m etches who are once entombed there c,in hue 
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■but little tope of escape Sui'ely tliere cannot te so many 
state prisoners as to need for tlieir keeping, a tuilding so 
laige as that Still, AVith so turhulent a population as this 
of Pans, it doubtless needs a strong castle to hold them ” 

“ It seems to me, madame, that, though useful doubtless 
as a prison, the castle ivas nevei really built for that pur- 
pose, but as a stronghold to overaive Pans ” 

“ That maj*^ be so, Guy , at any rate I am glad that they 
did not use it as our place of detention instead of the house 
of hfaitre Leioux.” 

“The3’^ sec well enough, madame, that jow are moie 
secuielj’ held than holts and bars could detain jmu I 
imagine that they would like nothing better than for you 
to get away back to '\bIlcioy, since it would give them an 
excuse for an attack on the castle,” 


“Doubtless that is so, Guy, I came freely, and I must 
stay frecl}’’ until some change takes place that is ill leave it 
open to us to fly But in sooth it seems to me that nothing 
shoit of the aiinal of an English amij^ could do that 
Were the jiVnnagnacs to get the better of the Biugundians 
our position uould be cicii woise than it is now.” 

“Tint is true enough, madame, for the Burgundians have 
no cause of hostility whatevci to Sn Eustace and 3 on, 
uhilcMO hare given thc^Um.ignacs good leasons for ill-vnll 
ngnnst ne Still, 11 ere thci' to come hoic it would he o])on 
to \ou to dy, for all Artois is Burgundian, and tbougb the 
duho might not be able to hold hn position here, Aitm- 
nnd Flindi-rs nould long be .able to sustain thcrn'cliO', ami 
3'ou nould thorofoio be safe at Villoroi', for tbej' vouM 
Inio otlun matter- to atUnd to vithout ricddling ''ntb 
V, ha oulv I'-k to be li* ah'’:e * 


On thvU vai' bach f-oai the B’-tiPc tie \ sav 
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“We had best tiun ofi hj this side stieet, raadame,” Guy 
saidj “doubtless it is a body of the scoundrel hutcheis at 
theii ivoik of slaying some enemy under the pietext of his 
being an Orleanist. Do you hear their shouts of ‘ Pans and 
Burgundy’’?” 

Turning down a side street they made a circuit round 
the scene of the tumult, and then coming up into the main 
stieet again resumed theii way. *Vfter walldng a cousider- 
nble distance they came to a large building. 

“What place is this, Guy?” 

“It is the Louvie, madame It should be the abode of 
the King of rmnce, but he is only sometimes lodged there, 
but often stays at one of the hotels of the great lords These 
palaces aie all fortified biuldings Our country castles are 
strong, but there is no air of gloom about them , these nan ow 
streets and high houses seem to ci ush one down ” 

“We will go back again, Guy, I do not thmk that I shall 
often go out in future ” 

“ You can take a boat on the iiver, madame, and i ow up or 
down into the country. Tliey say it is pretty, once fairly 
away fiom Pans, there aie hills and woods and adllagcs ’ 

“ That may be pleasant. If thej* Avould but let me go 
and hre in one of those quiet spots I should be as contented 
as it is possible for me to be away fi om mj* husband 

“Kothing can be Inndei than aie Maitic Leroux and his 
n*ife. but one cannot but feel that one is a burden upon 
them iNIy hope is that when the king comes to his senses 
I may be able to obtain an intemew with him, and men if 
I cannot liaA'c leave to ictuin to Tilleroy I may be allowed 
to take up my abode outside the w.alls, or at any rate to 
obtain a quiet lodging for oui-sclves ” 

Foi the next three vccks the time passed quietlv. Guy 
went ever}' morning to the sitlle d'anne^, for Ins wound 
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being on bis left sboulder he was able to use his swoid aim 
as soon as it began to heal 

“You undenated your shill,” the fencing-master said 
when he had given him his first lesson “It is true that 
you do not laiow the niceties of swoid-playing, but indeed 
you are so quick of eye and vnist that you can afibid to do 
without them Stdl, doubtless after a couple of months’ 
piactice here you vnll be so fai improved that he will need 
to be a good swoidsraan who holds his own with you ” 

Guy paid only one visit duiing this tmie to the lodgings 
of the Italian 

“You have not heard fiom me, Mastei Aylmer,” the 
latter said, “because indeed there has been nothing of im- 
poitmcc to tell you The Aimagnacs are, I hear, collecting 
a gieat anny, and arc likely eie long to march in this diicc- 
lion The butchers arc bcconung moie and moie unpopular 
.aid more and more Molcnt, not a day passes but many 
cili7eiis are killed by them undei the pietence that they 
.uo jYinagnacs, but ically because tliej had evjnesaed 
(hem<?ches as hostile to the doings of these tyr.iut'i I 
ha\e cast yoiii hoio«cope. and I find that the conjunction 
of the planets it loui bath v.is ommeiillv fa\ouiablo It 
'-oems to me that aliout tins tune \on vill jn^s thiough 
main perilous adienlutec, luit you aie de-tmod to e^iapo 
ain daiigois tliat thrcat**u lou You will gain Jionoin and 
ronovu, aud lomc to fo-lune thiouirh a nnniagf ’I litre 
no other things ni yom taroei thU ne uncertnu, '^uico I 
<.>!iiiot toll it V Int d ite they likeh to occur and i. }>* thi : 
the plintti that Mere fr.o>iribIe at jom birth v on 
b’ lu the n-^i.cnd irt , bi>t, fo’* a.*; u»ui h I h i\o t^ ’d ’ oil, I 
h \\o >a> di d*' h iO \e' ’ 


”1 th oih \i i f(‘r i^'e t’u :b’e tb 
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Italian lield in Ins oivn countiv, "and can only trust that 
joiir predictions mil be venfied I would rather nin for- 
tune by my o\ni hand than b^* maiiiage, though it mil not 
come amiss ’’ 

"Whatever way it may happen, you will be knighted,'’ 
the astiologer said gravely, "aftei a great battle, and by 
the hand of a soveieign, though by whom the battle will 
be fought and who the sovei eign may be I cannot say, but 
methinks that it wdl be the Eimbsh kmsr ” 

O O 

“ That I can msh moi e than anything, Guy said wai inly. 
“Fortune is good, but to be knighted by a loyal hand 
would be an houom greater than an}" other that could 
befall me ’ 

“ Boar yom destiny in mind, ’ the Itaban said earnestly, 
“remember that m many cases piedictions biing about their 
own fulfilment j and tiuly 1 am lejoiced that I have found 
that the stais point out so prosperous a futmc for you ” 

Guy was not fieo from the supeistition of the time, and 
althoimh in his Eimlish home he had seldom heard astiolosrv 
mentioned, he had found since he had been m Fiance that 
many even of the highest rank had an implicit belief in it, 
and he was convinced that at anv mte the count himself 
believed in the power of the stars He was gratified, there- 
foie, to be told that his future would be prosperous; and, 
indeed, the piedictions ivcre not so improbable as to excite 
doubt in themselves. He was already an esquire, and 
unless he fell in combat or otherwise, it was probable that 
he would attain the honour of knighthood before many 
years had passed The fact, liowcier, that it was to be 
bestowed by loyal hand added greatly to the lalue of the 
honour. Knighthood vas common m those days, it vas 
bestowed almost as a matter of course upon young men of 
good bnth, especial!} if the}' took up the piofession of .inns 
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E\eiy noUo had some, ^\hde not a few had many knights 
111 then SOI ncc, dischai ging ivhat would now be the duties 
of officeis when then le^ues were called out, and they could 
theinsch es bestow the rank upon any man possessing a cer- 
tain amount of land, but to be knighted by a distinguished 
leadei, oi by a soreicign, nas a distinction greatl}’’ piized, 
and placed its recipient in quite another categoiy to the 
knights by semce It was a testimoii}’^ abke of valoui and 
of bnth, and was a proof that its beaiei was a nanioi of 
distinction. The prophecj’^ that ho would better Ins fortune 
by maiiiage weighed little mth him, niamage nas a matter 
that appeared to him at present to be a very remote con- 
tingency, at the same time it was pleasant to him to be 
told that his •wife would be an hen ess, because this would 
pl.icc him above the need of earning Ins li\ mg by his sword, 
and would enable him to follow his so\eieign, not as one of 
the tiaiii of a powerful noble, but ns a fiee knight 


CHAPTER IX 

V STOUT DEFENCE. 

tpiIE T>uke of Buigiindy hid left P.ms upon the dav 
-* .dtei ho had socci^od Dame Mngarct, and a- the 
king h \d a lucid mteri.d the Duke of Aquitaine, his 
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some of tlieir leadcis SeAeial of these avcio oiJonly mur- 
dered in the streets, and tlie houses of otheis weie burnt 
and saclced One evening vhen Guy had letunicd at nine 
o’clock fiom a supper at Count Chailes’s lodgings, it being 
the first time he had bemi out aftei daik since his fiist 
adventure, he had but ]ust gone up to Ins room, when he 
hcaid a loud knocking at the dooi below Going to the 
front viiidow ho looked out of the casement 
“Who IS it that knocks?” he asked 
“It IS I — the lad of Notio Dame ” 

He iccogni/cd the voice and laii down and opened the 
dooi 

“What is it, signoia?” 

“hly falhoi bids me toll you, sii, that he but learned 
the instant bcfoio he despatched mo that the butchers aio 
going to attack this house this evening, nndci the pictevt 
that thcio aic English spies lieic, but ically to slay the 
piOAOst of the silvoismiths, and to gratify then followeis 
by the sack of his house I feai that I am too late, for 
they weic to maich from the ahalloi)^ .it nine, and it is 
alicady nearly half-past Look' I see toiches coming up 
the street ” 

“It IS too late, indeed, to fly, c\cn if vc wished to,” Guy 
said “D.imc Maig.aict and the child icn ictiicd to bed an 
hour .ago Will you take this iiiig, ’ and he took off from 
his fingci one that H’Estouincl had gi\cn him, “and c.ain 
it at once to the lodgings of Count Chailes d’Estouincl? 
They .ue in the house on tins side of the Hotel of St Pol 
He IS stdl up, and has some of his fi lends vith him Tell 
him fiom me that this house is being .attacked, and beg him 
to g.athei a parfv, if he can, and to come to oui assistance 
Say that wo sh.all defend it until the last ” 

The gill took the ling and i.an off at the top of her speed 
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The rocar of the distant cro'wd could noiiF be distinctlj'^ heaid 
Guy put up the stiong bais of the door and then rushed 
upstairs First he knocked at the door of Maitre Leroiix 
“The butcheis aie coming to attack 3^ our house'” he 
shouted “Call up your servants, bid them take to their 
aims ” Then he ran up to the I’oom where his men slept 
Long Tom, uho had met him at D’Estournel’s door and 
accompanied him home, sprang to his feet from his pal- 
let as Guy eiiteied “The butchers are about to attack 
the house, Tom, up all of 3mu and anu 3’-our5elves , bring 
down your bow and airows AlTieie do the men-servants 
sleep?” 

“ There are five of them in the next room, and the two 
i\ho sene in the shop aie in the chambei be3mnd,” the 
aichei replied, as he hastily buckled on his armour Gu3'' 
lushed to the door and aivokc the inmates of the rooms, 
telling them to aim and hasten down to defend the house, 
which was about to be attacked A moment latei hlaitre 
Leioux himself appealed and lepcated the older 
“Alt sure of what 3’ou s^u*, M.istci Gu3’?” he asked 
“ Look from the window and 3 ou will see them approach- 
ing,” Gu 3' icphod, and going to the casement mndow which 
at the front of the house he threw it open Some foui 
bundled 3'ards an 03* a deiwc thiong was coming along, a 
n'oio of toichcs lighted up the scene 

“ l\c-istance is lain,” the silversmith s.ud “It is nn life 
tlicN seek, I Mill go doun to them. ’ 

“Ite«i«unce vdl not bo in ^air>,” Guv said finulv “I 
bale nboadi '^ent for aid, .»Tid we '-ball baio a bodi of Bur- 
gundi in uicii u-ani!s heic lo our ‘'•^I'-tance bcfo’'C long 
\onr life will not s.ii.wh tln-ni, 11 3- tlu> pbnaki of vo’u 
•'bop :md Lou-^a tlul tlni' long for, .ind \ou mv, ba 
lb it thci* wifi put all to tin. tword if tbei c*'Co bic-j. in 
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Xow let U8 jiiii down and see ■nluiL "no can do to stiongthen 
oui defences ” 

“^J’lio fihutlejs and dooj6 a?e .dl fjliong,” the jn'o\ost said 
as they hnuied down.slans, followed by tlio four jnen-at* 
.arms and the sciv'.ants — for in those days men icmoied 
but few of tlicir g.umonts as they ]ay domi on then lough 
pallets. 

“In the fnst jil.ice,” Guy s.aid, “mo must pile o\ Clothing 
that MO c-in find beloM' .igainst tho-'O doois, so that mIiou 
they yield m’o can still m.alco a defence hoie, bofoio mo 
ictno Aio theic othei sUins than these?” 

“No.” 

“So much the bcttci. As soon as m’O have blocked (ho 
door A\o Mill baiiic.idc the fiist landing and defend oui- 
selves thoic .lean Bait, do you t.dce the command bcloM' 
for the piosent Sei re e\ cry thing th.it you can lay hands 
on, logs fiom the Mood-stoie, Kicks of ch.iicoal, cases, eveiy- 
thnig heavy th.it you can find, and pile them up ng.unst 
the door. Tom, do you come Mith us; an aiioM’ oi tvo 
Mill check their aidour, and it is not likelj they have 
bi ought boM's 01 cioss-boMs Mitli them Tiy to p.ailey Mith 
them as long .is you can, M.iitio J.cioux, cvci} minute is 
of value ” 

“"WJi.it IS .all this, Guy?” Dame Maiguet asked ns she 
eiiteied the .ajiulment JlaMiig been aiouscd by the noise 
she had h.astily attned heiself, and h.id just come into the 
fiont loom. 

“The butchois aie about to .ittack the house, ladj', mc 
aio going to defend it I }i.i\c sent to D'Jilstoutnol, .ind m’C 
maj hope foi aid befoie long” 

At this moment theic m.is .i Imid knocking at (he dooi 
and a honicc loii of ^ ones fjom the street 'J'he sihci- 
smith Mcnt to the c.iGcuiciit and ojiencd it, and he .iiid Guj 
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looked out, A shout of fury arose from the street, with 
cries of “Death to the English spies'” “Death to the 
Armagnac piovost'” 

Leroux in vain endeavom’ed to make his voice heard, 
and so tell the ciowd that his guests were not spies, but 
had been lodged at his house by the Dulce of Burgundy 
himself A tall man on horseback, one of several who were 
evidently leaders of the mob, pressed his way through the 
crowd to the door and evidently gave some orders, and a 
dm of heavy sledge-hammers and axes beating against it at 
once mingled vdth the shouts of the crowd The horseman 
ciossed again to the other side of the stieet and shook his 
fist, tin eatemngljT at Leroux 

“That is Jaques Legoix,” the silversrmth said, as he 
letiied from the window, “one of the gieat leaders of the 
butchers, his family, and the St Yons and Talberts rule 
the maiket ” 

“ Tom,” Guy said to the archer, who was standing behind 
him “Begin by piclang oflT that fellow on horseback 
opposite ’ 

Tom had already bent his bow and had an arrow in 
readiness, a moment later the shaft flew and stiuck the 
butcher between the c^'cs, and he fell dead from his horse 
A yell of constei nation and nige lose from the crowd 

“Now you can distnbute a few arrows among those 
fcllovs at the door,” Guy said 

Tlic aichci leant f.u out of the low casement “It is 
avkvard shooting, Mastci Guy,” he said quietly, “but I 
dircsai 1 can make a shift to manage lU ’ Disregartbng 
the furious yells of the crowd, he sent arrow after arrow 
among the men u«ing the ^ledges and axes Many of them 
Ind ^U'cl caps \Tith projecting riiiw vliich choUoud the 
neck, b.n O' Osi.!' mwcsl them ve.qions with bo’h hind* 
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o^or tl\en' licads they exposed tlicir clicsts to llic Toarl^sman 
above, and not an aiiow that A\as shot faded to bung dovn 
a man ^Vhon six liad fallen no fiesli voluntoois came 
forv.iid to talvo Iben places, altbongb anotbci boi^oman 
made Ins Avay up to them .uicl endeavoured b}' poi suasions 
and tin cats to induce them to continue the voik Tins 
man v ns clad in annour, and Avoro a steel cap in the place 
of the knightly helmet 

'* Who 13 that follow?” Guy asked the mci chant 
“ He IS the son of Cabochc, the head of the flayers, one 
of the most pestilent Aillains in the city ” 

“ Keep 3’^oui e\ e on him, Tom, and vdicn 3 on *500 a chance 
send an aiiow home ” 

“ That armour of his is but common stuff, Mastei Guy, 
as soon as I got a chance I Anil send a shaft through ik" 

The man Anth a gesture of anger turned and gaAc in- 
stiuctions to a number of men, aaIio pushed their A\ay 
tluough the ciOAvd, fiist picking up some of the fallen 
hammeis and axes The fate of his associate had OAidenth’ 
taught the hoi soman prudence, for as lie moA'cd aAvaj^ ho 
kept his head bent doAvn so as not to cvjiose his face to the 
aim of the teiiiblc maiksman at the Anndow lie halted a 
shoi t distance aA\ and a\ as ca identl\’ hai aligning the ci ov d 
lound him, and in his A'chcmciicc laiscd Ins aim The 
moment he did so Tom’s Iioaa tA\angcd The airmv stiuok 
him at the unprotected part under the aim-pit, and ho fell 
headlong fioin his hoi*so Maddened Avith lago the croud 
no longci hesitated, and again attacked the door .Tiist 
as they did ‘^o there Avns a loai of evultation doun the 
street ns tAvche men brought up a solid gate that thev 
had beaten in and AAienched from its hinges fiom a house 
beyond 

“You c.in shoot as you like nou, Tom I aaiII go dnun 






A STOUT DEFENCE 


159 


and see bonr the men are getting on beloTV, the mob Anil 
haA"6 the door in sooner or later ” 

Gruy found that the men heloiv had not wasted their 
time A gieat pile of logs, sacks, and other materials was 
piled against the door, and a short distance behind stood 
a number of bands of wme and heavy cases leady to be 
placed m position 

“Get them upstaiis, Jean,” Guy said; “they wiU make a 
better barricade than the furmtuie, which ive may as iveU 
save if possible ’ 

The nine men set to woik, and in a verj^ short time a 
stioiig banicade ivas foimed across the top of the mde 
staircase 

“Have you aU the cases out of the shopl” 

“ Yes, M 0 have not left one there, Mastei Guy. If they 
aie all full of silver theie must be enough for a royal 
baiiqucting'tablc ” 

Some, indeed, of the inassu e chests were so heai'y that it 
requiied the efforts of six men to carrv them upstaii-s 
“ How do matters go, Guy?” Dame Maigaret asked qmctly 
as he le-ciitercd the apaituient 

“ Very ivell," he replied “ I don’t think the dooi v ill 
hold out much longei , but there is a stiong barriaidc 
behind it winch it mil take them some time to force, and 
auothei on the lauding here that we ought to be able to 
hold for an hour at least, and before that yields we vail 
hue anothei leadv on the hnding aboie. ’ 

“I mil see to that die 'vud. “I mil take Agne^ and 
t'haibo liji mill me. end then with the women, I ^iill move 
out the <1o’iiC' and lu’cn cheats ind J«mld them up ihc*^’'’ 
“Thanh you, mada-'iio; I luist long Imbwe th« l-nritadi 
hone can ad ve ■^hdl hi»e 1) IZsiournd a’al hi' fried' : > 

our e linh'tih I d<*'ibt vh'thci *1 ■ \ • d I'fo 
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to can 3* it at all, it is as solid and almost as strong as a 
stone Avail, and as tlieie arc tliiitecn or foiuteen of us to 
defend it, it seems to me that nothing shozt of battering 
the cases to pieces aauU enable them to foice a Avaj' ” 

“I wish I could do something,” Agnes broke in, “it is 
hard not to be able to help while 3*011 are all fighting for us 
I nish I had bi ought 013’- bow inth me, 3*011 knoiv I can 
shoot faiily ” 

“I think that it is just as well that 3*011 have not,” Guy 
said nith a smile “I do not doubt 3*0111 coinage for a 
inoment, but if you ivcrc placing 3*ourself in danger avc 
should all be anxious about 3^11, and I Avonld much lathcr 
know that 3*011 ivere safe mtli 3mui mother upstairs ” 

Gu 3’’ non went to the window Maitic Leionx had been 
diiccting his seivnnts in the foiniation of the bariicades 
“I can do nothing to piotcct the dooi,” the aichei said, 
“the3' have pioppod up that gate so as to coi’cr the men 
Avho aie hammciing at it I have been distnbuting my 
allows among the ciovd, and in faith tlieic will be a good 
many vacancies among the butchers and {la3*ers in the 
niaiket to-monow morning I am just going uj) to fill my 
quivei again and bring doun a spaie armful of ariows ” 
“Leave tho'c on the landing licic, Tom, and bung 30m 
full quiver doun below The dooi mil not hold main* 
minutes longoi I could <=ee that itnas 3'iokbng uhen I w.t^ 
domi thcio just now. I don’t think that v\e shall be able 
to make a long defence bclon, for mth then hooked halbcits 
thc3* mil be able to pull out the log^, do uhat ne uill ” 

One of the sei vants non inn in 

“Thev* have bioken the door dovvm, sir. It is onh* kept 
in place bv the things behind it.” 

Guv* ran out, climbed thcbirricade — ^vvhich on the landing 
w.os four feet high, but as i( was built on the edge of the 
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top stall it was nine inclies biglier on that face — let himseK 
drop on to the staiis, and ran domi into the passage 

“ I thinlv, Maitre Leroux,” he said, “ that you and yoiu 
men had hettei go up at once and station yoiu selves at the 
baiiicade There is no loom here for more than five of us 
to use our arms, and when we retii o we shall have to do so 
quicklj’^ Will 5'ou please fasten a chan on the top step in 
such a way that we can use it to climb ovei the barn cade 
mthout delay 1 We are like to be haul pie^^sed, and it is 
no easy matter to get ovei a five-foot wall speedily inth a 
ciowd of aimed men pressing hotly on youi heels ” 

The piovost told two of his men to pick out a square 
block of fiicwood, as nearly as possible the thickness of the 
height of one of the steps After tqvmg seienil they found 
one that would do, and on placing it on the >;taii next to 
the top it foimed vnth the step above it a level platform 
On this the chair was placed, a stiong rope being attached 
to it '=0 that It could be pulled up over the bairicade vhen 
the last of the defenders had enlei ed B}' the time this v as 

finished the battle below began in earnest The infuriated 
assailants had pulled the door^ outnaul": and iverc making 
desperate efforts to climb the pile of log? This they soon 
found to bo impossible, and begin mtli tlioir halbeits to 
pull them down, and itnas not long befoio they had dis- 
lodged ^uffuiont to make a slope up which they could climb 
Their work hul not been earned on with iinpumty, foi the 
archer had stationed hun?elf on the top and scut his arrow? 
thick and fa?i among thcin 
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nssnil.uit^ charged up They wcic met hy Guy nud the 
four men-at~aims Tom liad nou* shmg his hou* behind 
him and had beta ken himself to Ins heavy axe, vhioh 
Clashed through the iioii eaps of the assailants as though 
they had been egg-shells. But in such numheis did they 
pi ess on that Guy saiv that this haiiicade could not he 
much longer held 

“Get icady to letiic udion I give the ivoid’” he shouted 
to his companions “Tom, j-ou and Jules Vaioy and 
Robcit ric.ard lun liist upstaiis IVlien you have climbed 
the b.niicadc, do t'ou, Tom, take your place on the top. 
Jean Bai t and I will come up lasU and you ciui coa ei us uith 
a our anoavs Tell hlaitic Leioux to icmoa*e the light into 
the loom, so that they aaill not be able to see avhat ihete is 
to cncountei, aadnle these toiches heio and those held by 
the croavd anil enable you to see aaell enough to talco aim 
2soav'” he shouted, “ fall back' ’ 

Tom and the two men-.it-’irms spmng ii]) the st.nirs. Guv 
and Jean Bart folloaa'cd moic slowly, and hailed a few stops 
from the lop 

“All up. master' ’ Tom shouted, and Jem and Guy aaore 
.able to ci-o-'S the bmioade befoie the foiemost of then pur- 
suoi s 1 cached them Thei c had indeed been confusion bcloaa’, 
for sea’ci.il of those a\ho had fust climbed the bairicade had, 
instead of pressing both' ui pm suit, iim .along the ball and 
through the door into the shop, in their cagoiuess to he 
the first to scire upon the phuulei They expected (ho 
others to follow* then cximple but one of tlioir le idol's 
placed himself m thcii a\.iy and threatened to cut them 
down if they did not fust assault the siau*s 

“Fools’’' ho shouted, “do 3*011 think tint (he old fox* 
his a\ isted the lime aie haae giaen 101111 Yon maa* be 
su.e th it the nebost jtri es h.aae been cairicd dna'c ” 
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Tlieie vras an angi’y altci cation, wliicli 'vras continued 
until those who had fiist lun into the shop returned mth 
the nows that it had been completelj’- stiipped of its contents 
There was now no longei any hesitation in obeying their 
leader, and the men poured uji the stairs in a mass Sud- 
denly some toiches appealed above, and those in front saw 
with consternation the obstacle that stood between them 
and then piey They had bttle time for consideration, 
howcvei, for the ariows fiom the aicher now smote them, 
and that inth a force and lapidity that bewildeied them 
Five 01 SIX of those in front fell shot thi ough the brain 
“Heads down’” a voice shouted, Thcie was no letieat 
foi those in front, foi the mass behind pressed them foi- 
waid, and, instinctively obeying the order, they lan up But 
neithei helm noi breast-plate ai ailed to heep out the teiiiblo 
English arrows, which clove their vay through the non as 
if it had been pasteboaid Stumbling over the bodies of 
those who had f.illcn, the fiont lanh of the assailants at 
last reached the Inmcadc, but heie then piogre‘=s vas 
ai rested A hue of men stood behind the smooth vail of 

massu 0 cases, and those ho stro^ c to climb it wci e smitten 
with axe or svortl, vhilc they thcin-ehcs could not reach 
the defenders abo%e them Tlicy could but thiust blindly 
vith pihe 01 Inlbcit, foi if a face vas lai'^cd to dnect the 
aim one of the dc.idly .nrows stiuck it inst.intly In ^aln 
they stKi\e In the aid of the Inlbeits to haul dovn a ca^a 
fiom its poMtion, the woinht vas too great f<n one man's 
stionglh tomo\o aud btfoie '^eicrd could gn”^p the handle 
of the I'dlnnt to aid them, the diift va'; cut in tvo bt th.o 
bloM of r.’i a\c 

r.< the at'^nju seemed it aaa p^tM^etel m, 
foi thi-i ij-.md Kahn'S, ut of the v uuu <>’' t'jc t ^ 

11' i 1(1< t <1 i\ipt \ j»h th* S'.' vthh h ij U 1 u 
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fieely served out before staiting, still pressed forward, each 
fearing that tbe silvei smiths tieasuies would be appiopii- 
ated befoie be could obtain bis share Foi half an hoiii the 
fight continued, then theie was a loar in the street, and 
Dame Margaiet, who, after seeing the bariicade above com- 
pleted, had come doivn to her room and ivas gazing along 
the stieet, ran out on to the landing 

“Help IS at hand'” she cried, “the knights arc coming!” 

Then came the loud tramp of lioises, mingled with shouts 
of “Bui gundy'” The ciowd at the entiancc at once tinned 
and lan out, and as the alarm i cached those iMthin, they 
too rushed down, until the stairs were iintenanted save by 
the dead Bidding the otheis hold then places lest the 
assailants should icturn, Guy lan in and ]oined Lady 
Maigai et at the window A fierce conflict was going on m 
the stiect, with shouts of “Burgundy'” “A rescue'” “A 
lesciie'” 

The knights, who were followed by some fifti nien-.it- 
aims, rode into the mob, heinng them down with then 
swoids The humiliations that they had icccived fiom the 
aiiogance and insolonce of the butchcis had long rankled 
in theii mind's, and they now took a heai i cngeance The 
iniidows of all the houses opposite, from vhicli men and 
women had been peenng timidly out, wcie now ciovdccl, 
Momcn •\\a^^ng their handkerchiefs to the knights, and men 
loudly shouting greetings and encouragements Tbe nholc 
of the traders of Pans were bitterly ojipo^ed to the domi- 
nation of the niaikct guild': and vhile they cared but little 
foi the quail el bcti\ccii the rnal dukes, the alliance between 
Biiigund\ and the butchers natuially dio\e them to spn- 
pathizc mth the opposite paiU The jiioof aflorded In 
the chaigc of the Icnights upon the mob delighted (hem, as 
shomng that, allied 111111 them though thc\ might be. the 
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Buigiindians were determined no longei to allow the rioting 
and excesses of the men of the maiket guilds to continue 
In two or thice minutes all was ovei The lesistunce, 
though fierce, was short, and the mob was driven down the 
side streets and chased until the tiading quart ei was cleaied 
of them As the knights retuined Guy went down to the 
dooi, to vhich Maitie Leroux had already descended to 
thank Ins icscuers foi then timely aid 

“I thank you, m)' loids and knights,” the silveremitli 
said, “for the timely succour you have leiideied me I 
vould pi ay you to enter and to allow mo to thank j'ou in 
more iioithy fashion, but indeed the stalls and passage aie 
encumbeicd vith dead ” 

“Dame Maigaict of Yilleioy pi ays me to say that she 
aloO desncs gicatlj' to thank you,” Guy said 

“I feared that we should have been too late,” Count 
Charles leplicd “We lost no time when your messenger 
came, Guy, but it took some time to rouse the nien-at-aims 
and to ‘saddle our hoisc's Yon must ha\e made a stout 
defence indeed, judging by the pile of dead that encumber 
loui passive ’ 

“There aic many moic inside,” Guy said, “and methinks 
that i\c could hue held out for anothci hour yet if it had 
been needed Indeed, the onlv thing that I feared vas tint 
they might set fiio to the lover put of the house ’ 

“1 should like to see loui defences, Maitrc Loronx," 
Count Y altet de \ fsoul f ud “Y'h it sav you. mv fnonds, 
sh dl VO mount and see the scene of this bittlc? Meihinhs 
Vo iniA’t V(.ll gain ‘-oiuc'bing by it, for tis no spubt thini: 
ih 1 * .,u niifo*‘l3t i. 1 I'xuvc st naki fo** o\i’ a'l h‘'’n d' b T.f| 
li'ilf ^ .1 ’nob full i riTjpb* of tL<" U'-af.'l I 

tbvdi !N'-a\ %m 11 ser, - ns va'u e 

X I V '1 V ..A I c t j'' 
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iCBpccls to this English ladj^ — mIio avIuIc a hostage of the 
(lnl\c has been thus soicly ill-tre.ilccl h}’^ the scum of Pniis, — 
if filio will please leceno u.s at tins honr of the evening ” 
The other Icnights, of whom there were ten in mnniicr, 
at once clisinonnted The silvci smith's servants hi ought 
toichcs, and after oidornig two of them to Inoacli a cask of 
wine and to legale the mon-at-ai ms, the piovost led the 
way npstans. 

W.uba moment, good pro\ ost,” the Count dc Vesoul said, 
‘lot ns nndersUnd the thing finm the beginning I see 
that the knaves lying hoio and many of those m the load 
aie pieiccd by aiiows, which, as I note, have in sonic eases 
gone Ihiough non raj) oi bi eabt-])ieco ; how' conies that?" 

“'J'hat ih the woik of one of my lady’s intaineis He is 
an Englisii aichci, and one of the most skilful He comes 
fiom hci English estate, and ■when she chose him as one of 
the foui mcn-at-aims to accompany hci, ho bogged IcaVc 
to bring Ins bow and allows, and has in tinth, as yon see, 
made good use of them.” 

“'I'hat IS tile siinc tall fellow who, as I told yon, Walter, 
did me such good soivicc in that fmy,” said D’EstoinncI 
"By Saint Anno, Gn}', I would that I had a do/on such 
men among my vailcts Wliy, Ihcio arc a lound do 7 ;cn 
l3*ing outside the dooi,” 

"'J’hcio would haio been moic," Gnj^ said, "had they 
not bi ought nj) that gieat gate and used it as a screen 
w'lnlo (ho3’ bat lined in the dooi lioio ” 

“'J’lion \ou built the haiiicade behind it?’’ Count B’^altm 
said ns he cbinbod ovci the heap of log"! 

"Yc'?, Count, it was bmlt aganiat the door, but when 
(liaf gave w.i_v flioi }mllcd it down with h.allioits until fiiej 
could clinil) <noi it But, us jam see, no small portion of 
slope on the outride is compo'cd of theii budios The archer s 
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allows did good execution as they worked at it, and when 
they made the assault avb — that is to sa}', Dame Maigaret’s 
foul retaineis and I — held it for some time, then we retired 
up the stalls and defended that harncade we had huilt 
across the top ” 

The knights picked then way among the bodies that 
encuniliered the stalls 

“ B}’- St Denis, Chailcs, this is a strong woik indeed the 
Count said to D’Estournel, as thc\ reached the top , “ no 
wondci the knaves found it too much for them What aie 
all these massive cases'?” 

“Thej’ contain the goods from my shop,” Haiti c Leroux 
said “Haster Aj liner had them (Xiriied here vhile the 
archer vas defending the dooi, and by so doing not onh' 
made, as you sec, a stout bieast-woik, but sa^ed them fioni 
being plundered ” 

“The}' were veil fitted foi it,” Giu' s^iid, “foi they are 
\cry weighty, and though the fellows tiiod hard the 3 * co'dd 
not iuo\e them vuth then hooks, and as fast as thev strove 
to do 'JO the provost’s men and oui-s '•truck off the heads of 
the halberts nith axes, and the work was all the mote 
difficult as om auher had alvais a shaft fitted to let fly 
vhene\ci tlic) lifted their heads ’ 

“But hov did you murage to get o\er safelv when they 
vou the biiiK idc below ? D D'Jtournol askol, “it ira'J nut 
an OS':} fvMt to climb tins i\all with a trovd of fucmcn b'.- 
hmd 


t’U\ cxpKmod huv they had amngid a chair to fonn a 
'Up “ i here vis howeie’, he viol on “no gr*. '* need 
fi'5 lu'-t-'' Thi' arthci and two oth*.!- v. oi t tit-' 'd he 
h •- -Vi! a o'l ihe t* p of tho «.h<.'i .a t-o <. "o, » 

til r< iv '1 if tlo fo'.oth ■'iii'i it- or iJj .anl : iv- l;,; 
htp; i'l n v’a of iLc kao,. - n oitoj to ‘.wh iL\. -h 'p t < • 
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than to follow ns, and tlicic nas such confusion hclow, that 
wo had time to climb over and pull up the chaii hefoie t]u\v 
h.id mustered to tlio attack” 

"While they uerc talking Long Tom and the others had 
removed one of the chests and made a passage Iw v Inch 
they could pass tin ough, and Matti e Lei oux led them into 
his piivato apaitmeuls, which weie similar to, although 
laigcr than, Dame I\fargaiet’s A immher of candles liad 
aheady boon lighted, and in a minute Misti ess Lcionx 
cutcicd, followed h\ two of hci maids cai lying trays vith 
gicat bcakeis of vine and a numbci of silver goblets, and 
she and the pioiost then poured out the vine and oftcred it 
Aiith further c\]ncssions of thanks to the knights 

"Say nought about it, niadaiii,’’ Count Waltci said, "it 
Mas high tunc that a check M'as put on these lough follovs 
mIio lord it o\ci Pans and deem thcmsches its ma^tcis 
I doubt not that they Mill laisc some oiitciy and lay then 
comjilauit befoie the duke, but you, I tiust, and other 
M'oithy citirons, Mill be bcfoichand M’lth them, and scud ofl 
a messeiigci to him la^ mg compl.iints against these fellows 
foi attacking, plundoimg, and binning at thou Mill the 
houses of those of bcttei lopiitc than thciiiselvcs haic 
come to youi help not as otliccrsof the duke, but ns knights 
and gentleiiien mIio feel it a foul Miong that such things 
should be done idoicoior, as Dame Maigaict of ^ iHoroy, 
a hostage of the duke. Mas lodged here at his icqiicst, it 
Mas a niittci that iicailv touched his honom that her life 
should bo placed in daugei by (lu'so scuny knaves, and mo 
shall so loproscnt the niattoi to the duke ” 

dust as the knights had dnuik thoir Mine, Guv, mIio had 
loft them on the landing, onteu'd, cMOiting Dune IMar- 
gaiol and hci 1 m o ohddien Count Chailcs d’Esloiii not, 
.iftei s,-ilut5i)g hci, pro^entod lus tomi'amons to hc», and 
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she thanhed each veiy heaitity foi the succoiu' they had 
brought so oppoituiiely 

“In truth, lady,” the Count de Yesoul said, “mcthinhs 
fiom what wo saw that you might even have managed with- 
out us, so stoutly weie you defended by your esquire and 
your letaineis, aided as they -weic bj' those of the provost, 
though in the end it nia^’ be that these must have suc- 
cumbed to numbers, for I can well imagine that 3’^oui 
assailants, aftei the loss that thcj’- have suffered, would 
have spaicd no cffoit to avenge themselves, and might in- 
deed, as a last resource, have filed the house This they 
would no doubt have done long bcfoic had it not been that 
bi' so doing they would hai e lost all the plnndei that they 
counted on This stout defence will no doubt teach these 
fellows some moderation, for they vnll see that citizens’ 
houses are not to be plundered inthout hard fighting and 
ranch loss As for oui selves, uc shall sec the Duke of Biii- 
guiidy’s lieutenant to-morro\.‘ moining and lay the matter 
bcfoie him, piating him to issue a pioclamation raidng 
that in order to suppiess the shameful disorders that have 
taken place, he gives notice that all who attack the houses 
of peaceful citizens mil henccfoith be tre,itcd as c\al-doers 
and punished accordingh- ’’ 

After ‘^ome further comersation the knights prepaicd to 
lcv\c 


“I shall do myself the honour, sirs,' illutic Leroux s^id, 
sending to 3 ou' h'dgings to motion the cups th.it vmi 
lute used, as a sni'dl tesumoin of in\' gratitude to von, uid 
a nnumrid of the otonts of th's oteninc: 


Y h’le t^'e\ t c^'c nj'-Kurs the no o.-nn- .I'ld - 
h.d h-Mi t,!!’]''. led in i-Vitiuj; tie; ^ra'r- ihono 


r' I 'its 
'li: ibr 


1 cncu'nb^ O'l j: 
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isd tosn 




^d:‘3 


yEnn; 




tJsssKrs; 


iQtkr'Es m '^atsr ind lihroTvii 'uc.'rm tn "ibr; sfcdis, SEnd 
lis SBrntors "br a 'd^OTrQ? i;;?.-' uf la-cor^s ind TortioT:--! 
Post'd d!2 tu^acis cu 5raT, ’ZSiB'T^DTi^ Issd fnsT los'a 
fiinBhBd, ttsid l^arDB Idarc^iTrrs racr iad, 1 >t Tirdirs, 

s-tstiDiieQ iljBirjsBiTtjs oti ibe landinir to iurju'ir To lib* 
irarlits as dhcT sot dhT 

■'* Jdi. my Tail iilmd,' DllsiTOTnoI said td sbe TormoT, “* 
ycfu baTo 'hosn at trank ayam, aad I 'ca-i sob That yan are 
STcQ more danyblT ■mlb tiie I'Otr ibaTi trrti tbal lociy sam 
01 yonra vToIl, Thi^ lame tbore must bare bom mmrb 
dyhtmg i.o jiloase erer yom" 

■"It bas boan non imcSrorert yojd bgby my lord,'” Tom 
saifl, "but in Tnmb, sare ioT tbe siamd 'on tbai mle oi lor* 
bolo'm. trben ibinys troro for a time brisk, rt bas bom ■aZt> 
yoibsr IDO one-s5dod to ploaso meT 

' Most pecplo troTLld tbiiik tbat tie 'one-’slSodnoss ma* tT 
tbe Dtbm trayT T^stormel la-ybon, "TTbll mm rm 
bare all done yomr d'nrr to your lad" mgbt trol! tbis rtybt, 
md there 5s not one of ns here trbo monld noi gladly bare 
sncb brave fello'irs in bis ssrrlce. I see that yon are aT 
lonr v-cmnded.'*’ 

'' Tb'y are srareo t.o bo ctDed vrcmods, &• Cmrt sonrg 
tbat thoT are bm desb rats from tbeir baPoeits mmeb mo 
got in the ir'iy lielvcr, The*o slangbi.emrs ran dmbtie*'' 
strike a goon ’’ lotr TrrJh a polomae. Imt tiny a"? bm rlnmy 


varlnsvnth otb-;r mean-as. Bnt t-' rive th’m tierr dnt 


tin- fonrit 


i-ontl^ n vitui t'Tit btii e Tnil or dsmtoc 


SornrT of tie oliors also said a fcwrrn; 


c* r.)_ 


don tome mm. ino rroro^t ana tr'ny osmrron me try j 
t o tie d''-r I'Totr. ito latt '■f bad cramet imnmT or nor 
mnn-at-nrms to rmrin in tie io'us'' nrta morning, at:f 
nriici ton more ta stav tbnro imn tno noors ian 
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paiied <aiid lofixed As sooji as the knights had ndden off 
the silversmith ordered several bundles of lushes to be 
stiewn in the shop for the guard, and a meal of cold meat 
to be set for then supper Two of them were posted as 
sentinels at the door 

“I shall not open the shop to-inoriow,” he said as he 
ascended the stairs unth Guy, “noi indeed shall I do so 
until things have settled down There will be for some 
time a mighty animosity on the part of these butcheis and 
skinners against me, and it is only leasonable that after 
such an attack I should close m}’’ shop Those uho have 
dealings mth me mil know that the}’ can do their business 
with me in prn ate And now inethinks w’c w'lll retire to 
bed, ’tis past midnight, and there is no feai of our being 
distm'bcd again If they send anyone to spy out whcthei 
wo are on the watch, the sight of the Bingiuidian soldiers 
below’ mil suffice to tell them that there is nothing to be 
done The first thing to-nioriow I will ect the carpenteis 
to w ork to make me an c\ en stronger pair of doors than 
those that har c been spoilt ” 


GH.M’TER X 

AFTER THE ERAV 

going into Dime Margaiels aputments Guy found 
V.' that <hc had agiin rctiriHl to lo^t, ami at onto tlirvw 
himself cm hi- bed wilboiit dieiobuiu bimsflf lunlur t^'Ui 
taking oil bin annoui. for 1 c felt t^'at u c.o'- tin 

iM'glii rotio-’i after finding th it tho Itr.'-gurd' in 
kiorhi'- a'ld mc'i-'it hi'l rid<an aw'^v Ilv hr 1 t<f^d 

tin.' rn '■ A ri k,v, p y .-/’Ji tijms <1 xkt p c f tkt, 

wlu'iv ike birr' -aic 11 ici ' ui'a-l, and to run in to 
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M*ake him should they heai any disturbance whatever at the 
door below He slept but lightly*, and sevcrcal times went 
out to see that the watch was bemg well kcpt^ and to look 
up and down the sti eet to assure himself that all was quiet, 
'* You did nobly last night, Guy,*’ Dame ^Margaret said 
as she met him in the mormng, “Sir Eustace himself could 
hare done no better had he been here When I next T\Tite 
to my lord I shall tell him how well you have protected us, 
and pray him to send word of it to your father ’ 

“ I did my best, lady , but it is to Long Tom that it is 
chiefly due that out defence was made good It was his 
shooting that caused the long delay in bieaking open the 
door, and that enabled us to hold the barricade below, and 
he also stoutly aided in the defence of the landing ’ 

“ Nevertheless, Guy, it was under your direction that all 
things were done It is to the leader who diiccts that the 
first praise is due rather than to the strongest and brai est 
of his men-at-arms It was, too, owing to yoiii inteifereiice 
on behalf of Comit Charles d Estouniel that wc owe it that 
succour came to us, it was his friendship for I'ou that 
prompted him to gather his friends to come to om aid, and 
it was the warning, short though it was, sent us by that 
strange Itahan that enabled you to send to the count for 
aid I must sec his daughter and thank licr personalfr for 
the part she played in the matter No, Guy, had it not been 
for you this house woidd now have been an empty shell, 
and all of us would have been lying under its laiins I ha\ e 
been thinking dunng the night that you must be most 
careful when you go abroad; you know that the son of that 
monster Caboche, the leader of the slanners, and doubtless 
main’ leaders of tbc butchus, among them Legoix were 
killed, and their fnends are certain to ende,ivonr to take 
^e^geancc on you They sau you at the uindow, tbe;v mil 
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knoTT that you are my esquire, and mil doubtless put doivn 
their defeat entirely to you You cannot be too caieful, 
and, above all, you must not venture out at mgbt save on 
grave occasion Agnes,” she bioke oif as the girl entered 
the loom, “you too must thank oui brave esquire for 
ha%ung so stoutly defended us ” 

“I do thank you most heartily, Guy,” the girl said, 
“ though I felt it very haid that I could do nothing to help 
3'ou It was teiiible sitting heie and heaiing the fight so 
close to us, and the dreadful shouts and sci earns of those 
people, and to have nothing to do but to wait Not that I 
Mas f lightened, I felt qmte confident that you M'ould beat 
them, but it was so hard to sit quiet I should not ha^ e 
minded so much if I could have been standing theie to see 
the biavo deeds that were being done ” 


“ Like the queen of a tournament, Agnes,” her mothei said 
M'ith a smile “Yes, indeed, it is one of the hardships of 
us M omen It is only when a castle is besieged and her 
lord IS avay that a woman may buckle on aimour and set 
an cvamjilc to her rctsunci's b}’- shomug herself on the wall 
and iwkinc: the enemies’ bolts, oi even, if neccssaiv, takin" 
hei place mlh her letaineis on the breach, at other tunes 
'=hc mu'it be pis^uo and vait mIiiIc men fi<dit ” 

“If I had only had niv bow,” Acnes said recnctfiillv, “I 
could 1 call} ln^ c done ‘something You would have let me 
go out then, Mother, would vou not ? 

“I don t know, do'u no, I don t think I ‘=liould It m.^s 
uiMous Mink enough for me as jt mms If lou hid gone 
fiut I mu't haic done so .md then Charlie Monld Imo 
M inusl lo -o t'tn No r, M.i- rnieh In Per ih’t ml all ^at 
as M)' did av’t'ng ipdeth fo” vhit inicht 
and wnyitig h’ mIo fghn-.g [o’- to *' 

“1 M .s g’ad ii M ,d i’l'f Lt.rL la 1 u’' • . a * k 
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her maid instead of coming doTvn here as you aslced ter, 
ilottierj slie looked so scared and Tvhite that I do think it 
Tvould have heen worse than listening to the fighting to haA e 
had to sit and look at her ” 

Dame Margaret smiled “Yes, Agnes, hut I think that 
she was more fnghtened for her husband than for herself, 
and I don’t suppose that she had ever heen in danger before 
Indeed, I must say that to look out at that crowd of hor- 
rible creatures below, brandishing their weapons, shouting 
and yelling, was enough to terrify any quiet and peaceable 
womam As a kmght’s wife and daughter it was our duty 
to be calm and composed and to set an example, but a 
citizen’s wife would not feel the same obbgation, and might 
show her alarm without feehng that she disgraced herself 
or her husband” 

On going out Guy found their host already engaged in a 
conference with a master carpenter as to the construction 
of the new doors They were to be very strong and heaiy, 
made of the best oak, and protected by thick sheets of iron; 
the hinges were to be of great strength to bear the weight 
A smith had also arrived to receive instructions for malong 
and setting very strong iron bars before the shop, the front 
of ivhich would require to be altered to allow of massive 
shutters being erected on the inside Iron gates were also 
to be fixed before the door. 

“That will make something like a fortress of it, blaster 
Aylmer," the silversmith said, “and it will then need heavy 
battenng-rams to break into it Several others of my craft 
similarly protect their shops; and certainly no one can 
blame me, after the attack of last night, for taking cveiy 
mean= to defend myself I intend to enlist a party of ten 
fighting men to act as a garrison until these troubles are 
all over.” 
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“ I tlunk tliat you "will act -vnsely in doing so,” G-uy said 
“Yoiu servants all bore themselves bravely last ni^ht, but 
they had no defensive armour and wcie unaccustomed to 
the use of weapons Only I would ad^^se you to be veiy 
careful as to the men that you engage, or you may find 
your guaid mthm as dangerous as the mob uuthout ” 

“I wull take every pains as to that, you may be suie, 
and mil engage none save aftei a careful inquiry into their 
characters ” 

The stieets had already been cleared of the slain All 
through the night little parties had seaiched for and carried 
off then dead, and when at eaily moining the authorities 
sent a party domi to clcai the stieet there remained but 
some twent 3 ’’-fivc bodies, csidcntl}’^ b)' then attiic belonging 
to the lowest class, and piesum.ibl}* uithout friends That 
daj^ petitions and complaints rveie sent to the king bj- the 
provosts of the mei chants, the gold and sihci smiths, the 
cloth merchants, the carpenters and othci-s, complaining of 
the tumults caused by the bulcheis and their allies, and espe- 
ciall}’ of the iittack unthont cause or reason ujion the house 
of Maitic Leionv, thonoishipful proiostof the silversmiths 
Scicial shnmishes occuriod in thecieiuiig between the two 
]) u ties, but an oi-der n as issued in then ime of the king to the 
!M'uio and syndics of Paris rehuking them for allomng such 
distmbanccs and tumults, and onloiing them to keep a 
poituni of the buighei guard aluavs under aims, and to 
reje-O'S such di'iurbuices, and sc%creli purii-h those taking 
put ill them 


M’lllic I ciouv and hi= wife jnid a fonnal Aasu to 1) une 
enh in ihodivto think lua foi tlu ' 'islauM* 
thil l.i. u*' usu" b ai cneii i>i di fending the 

\ a t c'a < 1 « !k , c '> to '■ .V, ' 

"a’Ul, “jkit \a> „ It,*!'"! ;ln_, t'Xi’ilib' ' L -t *, a’r 


>1% < 
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licro gavo iis TTe nssnrod jon ilieii, ni'id luily, tim tlu' 
iTOiiblc %v;'is as Tiotlxiiig, ainl that Aro fell, yoar prcseiicoas 
an liononr: no>v yon see it lias turned out inora Lit lie 
did Ave tliinlv Aidien yon omne here hnt a fen' days since ihnt 
yonr coming Avonld ho the means of jireserA'ing onr 3iA*cs 
and propel ty, yet, so it has been, for assuredly if it had not 
been for onr oscpnrc and braA'O retainei's aa'o should haAT 
been murdered last night -Vs it is Ave hiA’e not, only saA'cd 
onr liA'es but, our projieily, and siA'e foi the reneiral of the 
doors Arc shall not, Irivo been the loseis ei'en in the A'alne of a 
croAvn piece Tims, from being onr guests yon haA*e become 
onr benefactors, and one good result of Avhat Ins passed is 
that henccfoith a*ou nnll feel that^ hon'CA'cr long A'om st.iA' 
here, and hoArcA'cr mnoh A\e may try to do for yon, it A'ill 
be bnt a tnllo towards the discharge of the Iicaa'A’ oblig-ition 
tinder Avlnch a\ e feel to yon ” 

Aftei a meeting of the city oonncil tint afternoon, a 
gn.ard of ten men Avas sent to the silversmith's to relieie 
the Pnrgnndian mcnntoims Five of these Avere to be on 
duty night .and day until the house Avas made secure by the 
iieAV dooi-s ami non gnll erect eil in front of the shoji 
Gnv pioposed to Fame Margaiet that he should gnv np 
his Ansit to the sa/Zr (riuaira. hut this she Ai'ould not heai of 
I ravself and the children m‘11 go no more .abroad until 
matters become more settled, bnt. it is on all accounts Avell 
tint you should go to the school of aims Already ihc 
fnends thit jon h.ave made liaie been the means of saAang 
oni liA 05, and it is Avell to beep them We know not Aihal is 
before us, bnt nssm edly n e need friends l^faitre Leron\ 
w.as telling me this morning that the Armagnaes are fist 
npproAcliing, and that in a feiv days ihevAnll be nit Inn a 
shoit distance of F.uis Their appro icli Avill assuredly 
embittei the hostility betAieen the factions here, and should 
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“ That would have been so, Tom, had they only wished 
to lall us, but though, no doubt, the leaders desired chiefly 
the life of the provost, the mob simply fought foi plunder 
If they had found all the jeweller’s stoie in his shop, they 
would have fiied the house very quicHy when the}’- dis- 
covered that they could not get at us But it was the 
plundei that they wanted, and it was the sight of those 
chests full of silver-ware that made them venture their lives 
so ficcly, in order to have the handhng of it I do not 
think that I shall bo long heic, Tom Do not wait for me 
at the dooi, but stioll up and down, keeping a short distance 
awajf, so that I can see you vhen I come out ” 

A decrepit old woman opened the door, and on Guy 
gmng Ins name she said that she had orders to admit him 
if he called The girl came out diessed in her female attne 
as he vent iipslaiis 

“ Ah, signoi,” she said, “ I am glad indeed to sec that you 
aie safe ” 

“Thanks to you,” he said uarmly, “we aie all youi 
debtors indeed ” 

“I had but to lun a mile or tvo,” she said, “but what 
was thcic in that? But indeed I had an anxious time, I 
feared tbit I should bo too late \nien I had '^een the 
Count dE-.tournel and dclnered voiu me^afro to him and 

O 

h id ‘^howu him a om nng, and he and hi= fnends had dc- 
thi cd th it they v nuld call up then men and come at once 
to A uui a’d, 1 could not go hick and vait until thic mornrig 
tale it!) if they irrned m time, -o I nn to vour avun 
and hid Ml 1 do,tn\ay and looked o-it diMt I g.,t th- rc 
th'*i b ake in t^io di-oi end I ‘■jine of them n.-Ii in 


Biu thiiA a lAi'i*- ihcMuh they v- 
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sudden rush, and I almost cried out. I thought that it 
was all over A great man}’- cnteicd and then theic was 
a pause again The crowd outside became moio and moic 
fiuious; it ayus dioadful to hear their shouts and to sec the 
waving of torches and weapons. 

“ They seemed to bo almost mad to get in The crush 
round the dooi was toinble, and it was only when two or 
three horsemen rode in among them shouting, that the pi ess 
ceased a little One horseman obtained silence for a moment 
by holding up liis hand Ho told them that their fi iends 
inside weic attaching a bariicade, and would soon carry it, 
and then thcic would be silver enough foi all, but that by 
pressing forward they did but hamper the ollbits of their 
comrades It seemed, oh, such a long, long time bcfoie I 
saw the Burgundians coming along, and I could not help 
throwing my cap up and shouting when they charged into 
the crowd, I waited until it was all over, and then I mn 
back homo and had a rare scolding for being out so late; 
bub I did not mind that much, aftci hnovnng that you wore 
all safe ” 

At this moment a voice from the landing above said. 
“Are you going to keep Master Aylmer there all day vntli 
your chattel ing, Katenina?” The girl made a little face 
and nodded to Guy to go upslans 

“Kataiina is becoming a madcap,” the astrologoi said, as 
ho led Gny into the room. “I cannot blame her altogether, 

I have made a boy of her, and I ought not to bo shocked at 
her acting like one But she gave mo a larc flight last 
night vhen she did not ictiun until close on midnight 
Still, it was natural for her to wish to see how hei mission 
had tmned out” 

“IIci quickness •^aved all our lives,” Gny said “Had 
it not been for her cariying my message to the Count 
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d’Estournel we sliould have been burnt alive before morn- 
ing ” 

“It was unfoitunate that I sent you the message so late, 
IMastor Aylmei I was busj'^ when a medical student who 
sometimes gatheis news for me in the butcheis’ quarter 
came hcic, and left a missive for me Had he sent up a 
message to me that it was mgent, I vould have begged the 
peisonage I had vith me to wait a moment while I icad 
the letter As it was, it lay downstaiis till my nsitor de- 
paited, "When I leained the news I sent off Katarina at 
once She had but a short time before come in, and was 
foitunatcly still in her boy’s diess, so thcie was no time 
lost I vent out myself at ten o’clock to see what was 
going on, and must have been close to hei without either of 
us knoMing it I looked on foi a shoit time, but seeing 
th.it notlung could be done, and feeling sime that the house 
must bo taken, — knoving nothing of the chance of the Bui- 
gunduvns coming to the ie«cue, — I ictuined heic and v as 
sui prised to find that K.at.mn.i had not ictuincd 

“ I did not think th.it she could hai c reached the shop 
and V allied you before the mob ami ed, and theiefoie I 
boc,ame gicatly al.aimod as the time vent by without her 
.ippeunig Indeed, m\ only hope was that she must ha\c 
been loolcing on at the fight and vould ictuin vheii it v.is 
.dl oior. as indeed it turned out. and I should h.aie r.itcd 
lur much moio sound! v ilnn I did h id she not told me hov 
ilu’ lud fetched the Tlurgundhns and that lhe\ bad .iniinl 
in time I he'.’ tint ihc’c is .i g’-eat stn thm raurniiu: 
I ho uundHi of men they h no lo^t, .oid sptci dh the ileit! s 
if nul (d the yunn.^ C iboohe, h^^c infnn Ooil tie 
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tlicm when they were assailing the house of a noted 
Arinagnac. But they feel that they t.hcinsclToa for the 
moment must remain quiet, as the I'oyal order has em- 
holdened the hfaire, supported by the tradci's’ guilds, and 
notably by the eai pen tors, who are a very strong body, to 
will out a portion of the city guaid, and to issue an order 
that all maldng disluilxmccs, whomsoever they may be and 
nndei whatsoever pietcxttheyaie.icting, will hosumraaiily 
hung if captured when so engaged 

“ In spite of this thci o will no donht be tronbleSj- but they 
irill not venture again to .attack the house of the silversmith, 
at an^’ lute until an order comes from the Duke of Burgundy 
to foibid his Iniights from ititeifering in any w.iyirith their 
doings ’ 

*'\\lnch I tiust he vill not send,'" Guy said; “and I 
doubt if the kmglite mil obey it if it comes. They are 
.ilrc.ady much emaged at the insolenro of the butchers, and 
the roy.d proclamation this morning uill justify them in 
.liding to put down distmbanccs whatsoever may be the 
duke’s ordoro And now, Sir Count.. I have come hither this 
morning on behalf of my lady mistress to thank you for 
sending the news, and still moic for the sernce your 
daughter rondcicd in smnmoning the knights to Iicr.nssist- 
anre She desires much to lotmn thanks herself to ;\our 
daughter, and will either call hero to see her or would 
gladly receive her at her lodging should yon jwefci th.at.. ' 

"I should picfcr ^bister Avimer Yom ladr can 
scaice pass tluongh the sheets unnoticed, for her Btigli^'h 
a]ipcarinco maiks her .tt once: and as all know she lodges 
at the silversuiith's, .^hc will be more particularly noticed 
iftcr the events of list night, and Iiei coming here anil 
attratt moio attention to mo than I caio for. Tlicreforc I 
will myself bring Katarina round and will do nnself the 



AFTER THE FRAY 


183 


lioaoul of calling upon yoiu lady I can ^nap tlie girl up 
in a cloak so that she shall not attract any observation, foi 
no one knows, save the old woman below, that I have a 
daughter heie, and with so many calling at the house, and 
among them some lecldess ^mung couit gallants, I care not 
that It should bo knorni, if for no other reason than, were 
it so, it Y ould be soon suspected that the lad who goes so 
often in and out is the girl in disguise, and I could then 
no longoi tiust hei in the streets alone ” 

“ You will find my ladj"^ in at ivhatevcr hour 5mu come, 
signor, foi she has lesohed not to go abroad again until 
ordci IS restoied m Pans ” 


“The decision is a msc one,” the Italian said, “though 
indeed I think not th.it she would be m an}’^ dangei, save 
that A\hich every good-looking Avoman runs in tioubled 
times like these, A\hen ciime is unpunished, and those in 
authoiitj arc fai too occupied A\ith their own aiiaus to 
tiouble tlien heads about a uonian being earned off But 
It is different vith vou and youi comrade The butchers 
knoAV A\cll enough ihat it Aias jour Aiork that caused their 
failure la^^t niglil Youi appearance at the AnndoAv v.i'; 
noticed, and it Avas that tall archer of a ourc c\ho played 
''lull haAoc among them Thcicfoic I ad\)sc you to bo CAcr 
on Aoui gnatd, and to purchase a mail shirt .uul A\car it 
umlor Aoni doublet, foi, hoi'icAcr natchful aou may lie, an 


i'=«m m »y ctcal up behind vou uul stab aou id the ln>k. 
ou nnv he •'luo that Caboclic and tlie fr.ond« of Lcgoi\ 
A\il! '•pm' 11" piiii'' lo t^lko Acngoamc upon \o'i ’ 

tbn p;c'<.ath rojuimd tlm archei in the '-'net “Hciuo 
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“Poiliaps it would be best, ^Master Guy. I fear not IhrcD 
meu if tber stand up face to face with niCj but to be stabbed 
m the back is a thing that neither strength nor skill can 
save one from But as I care not to be always sroin? about 
in armour I n ill expend some of m3* cromis in buying a 
shut of mail also. 'Tis better by far than annoiir, for a 
man coming up behind could stab one over the line of the 
back-piece or undei the arm, ivliile if you have mail under 
3’'Our coat they ivill stiikc at 3*011 fan between the shoulders, 
and it is 01113* ^'3' stiilang high up on the neck that they 
have any chance n*ith you A good coat of mail is 0101103* 
well laid out, and will last a lifetime , and even if it cost me 
all the silversmith’s crowns I will have a right good one 

Guy nodded He was wondeiing in his oini mind how 
he should be able to piocmo one His father had given 
him a purse 011 stai ting, but the raonc3' might he needed for 
cmeigencies He ceitiinly could not ask his mistress for 
such a sum, for she too might hare need of tlic monei* that 
she had bi ought with her He was still tmning it 01 or in 
his mind when the3* reached the fciicing-school Ho was 
"Tceted with acclamations as he entered In* the young count 
and his friends 

“ Heie is oiu* defender of houses, ’ the former excl.aiined. 

“ Tnil3*, Guy, you h.vi c given a lesson to the hutchci'S that 
they soicly needed. Thev s.ay that the king himself, who 
is in one of his good moods to-dai*. has intci ested himsoli 
mightily in the fray hst nights and that he has cxpiesscd 
a wish to hear of it from the osquiic who he has been told 
commanded the defence So it is not nnlikch* that thcie 
wall bo a loval messige for 3*011 to attend at tlio palace 
Fortunateh* we had the first sai* in the raattei this morn- 
ing father returned hst niglib and as lie is lathcr 

a favourite of his majcsl}*, we got him to go to the king 
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and obtain audience as soon as be aiose, to complain of tbe 
conduct of tbe butchers in attaclang tbe bouse of tbe 
piovost of tbe silvei smiths, and ■\vbeie, nioieover, Dame 
ViUeioy, ii-bo bad arrived here in obedience to bis majesty’s 
ovui commands, ivas lodged Tbe biiig when be beard it 
■ivas mightily ofi'ended. He said be bad not been told of 
her coming, and that tins insult to bei touched bis honour 
He sent at once foi tbe Maire and syndics, and upbraided 
them bitteily for alloiving such tumults to take place, and 
commanded them to put a stop to them under pain of bis 
SCI ere displcasuic 

“ That accounts, you see, foi tbe klaire’s xiroclamation this 
morning The lung desiied my fatbei to thank me and the 
other knights and gentlemen for banng put down the liot, 
and said that be w ould at once send off a message to the 
Duke of Burgundy commanding Inni to jiay no attention to 
any reports the butcbeis might send to him, but to give 
them a stein answci that tbe king was greatly disxilcased 
with their conduct-, and that if any fiesb complaint about 
them was made lie would <tri]gbtivay haic all then leadeis 
hung 

“It IS one thine: to tin eaten, and another to do. Guv. 
but at anv rate, long ac the duke is away they will see 
tint they Ind best keej» quiet, for when the king n in lus 
right «cinc- and is not sw.iycd by othcis, he is not to be 
tiillcd with 


“■’lou lui nnminc wlnt an excitement there wa~ l’<t 
lugh* when t^’ .t buy you sent aniiod The nn_r tne 
vn tb-t, md vhon I une u’xV,.:; ]],> tjton’d be 
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Count Charles d’Estournel ?’ *I am/ I said *You arc 
the heai'cr of a message from Guy Aylmer'^’ ‘1 am, my 
lord. He prays you hasten to his assistance, for the hutcliers 
and sldnners are attacking Maitre Lcioux's house, and had 
begun to hammer on the doorAvhen I ■was still in the street. 
If they make their ■way in, they will surely kill all they find 
in there. They ai'e shouting, ‘Death to the Annagn.ics' 
Death to the English spies’" 

“I called upon my comrades to join me, and all were 
cnjjcr to do so. We had loim been smartimj under the 
conduct of these rufii.ms, and moreover I was glad to dis- 
charge a part of mv debt to you. So each ran to his lodgings 
and despatched sci ntors to summon their meimit-anns, and 
to order the horses to be saddled, and to gather in front of 
my lodging witb all speed Taro or three of mv fi iends who 
had left earlier were also summoned . bnt though are used 
all the speed we could it was more than ,an hour before all 
were assembled The men-at-arms weic scattered, and had 
to be roused; then there w.as the work of getting the stables 
open, and we had to force the doors in some places to do it 
I avas on thorns, as von may well imagine, and had little 
hope when avc stai ted that we should find nnv of you alive. 
Delighted indeed we avere avhon, on getting near enough, 
we could SCO the crowd were stationary, and guessed at once 
that you arerc still holding out — though hoay you could 
haa*e kept so large ,a number at bay avas beyond ns Y e 
struck beaitila' and hcaanlv. you maa' be sure, and chased 
the aa'olvcs back to their dens aa'uh a anil I hear tint, avhat 
aaith those yon slow in the house and street and those 
we cut doani it is reckoned that a couple of hundred were 
killed, though ns to this none can .«:poak avith certainn. 
seeing that so manv bodies were canied naa-aa* before morn- 
ing 
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“I trust tliat none of you received wounds, Count 
Charles'?” 

“None of us, though seveial of the men-at-arms had 
gashes fiom the rascals’ weapons, hut nought, I think, that 
will matter ” 

At this moment one of the attendants of the salon came 
in. 


“An ushci from the palace is heie, my lords and gentle- 
men He has been to the lodging of Mastei Guy Aylmer, 
and has leaincd that he mil most likely be hcie If so, he 
has the king’s command to conduct him to the palace, as 
Ills Majesty dcsiics to ha^c speech mth him ” 

“I told you so, Gu}’, my fathci’s story has excited the 
king’s cunosity, and ho n ould fain hcai all about it Make 
the most of it, foi His Jlajcsty loves to be entertained and 
aiiuiscd ” 

“Had I bcttci ask the usher to allow me to go back to 
my lodging to put on a gayci suit than this?” Guy a'^ked 
“Ccitainly not, the king loves not to be kept naiting 
Fortunately no time has been wasted so fai, as this is on 
the road fioin the sihci smith’s to the palace ” 

The Ixnmc at that time boie no ic'=emblancc to the 
jnescni bmlthng It vas a foitroes surrounded In a stiong 
eminttled nail, hai'ing a Ioft\ toner at each cornel and 
others flanking its gate* On the natcr-face the tov,'C'‘fe 
lO'O fiDin the edge of the ri\ct, *0 tint there na* no 
]v\'-'-age along ilie quays ’I he building itself in the 
e otoll ued though mth 1 uger mndonc than ve’e 

loinnioa in »uch edsiun"- l-’ght turret sipp’d b’uldino- 


ni'C lar iboac ,4, t uli surmounted anth luith '■tC' plo- 
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on oaoli sidej, so tliat ii tlic onl-or Tr-all ucrc carriod il. conld 
still defend itself. In llio court-j-ard Iietirecn tlie outer 
■wall and tlic palace arere roars of loir Inmicks. arliere 
troops arcre lodged. Taro regiments of tlie liast soldiers of 
Burgundy arere quartorod liere, as tlie diilce feared lint 
some sudden rising of tlie Arniagnae party niiglit/put llieiu 
in possession of the Idiig’s person, in arhich case the Orloaui- 
ists aronld easily persuade him to issue prodaniitioiis as 
hostile to Burgundy as those arhich arere noar piihlished hi 
his name against the Orlcanists. The LonaTC, indeed, 
differed lint slightly from palaces of several of the great 
nohlcs arithin tlie aralls of r.aris, as all of these arere to 
some extent fortified, and stood as separate fortresses 
cipalile of ■oficriiig a stont resistance toaiiv attach hy the 
populace. 

“I aronld rather ficc those afillaius of list niglit for .an- 
other hour than go hefore the hang,” Guy said, as he pre- 
pared to folloar the attcud.aut; '*bnt I tnist that good niiy 
conic of my intcraiear, and tint 1 c,aii interest the Icing in 
the case of niv mistress ’ 

Joining the usher, arho ams ar.iiting at the entnneo, and 
avho sainted him courteously — ^for the manner in arhich the 
message had been comiiiimicated to the mher sheaved hira 
that the yoimg squire ar.is in no disgrace arith the hing — 
Guy arallced ariih him to the LoiiaTc, arhich ar.a5 a short half- 
mile distant.. Accompinied as he aras by a roy.al offeer, the 
guard -at rbe gate offered no interruplion to Ins passage, 
.and proceeding .across the court-yard be entered the giaait 
dooraray to the palace, and. pieceded by tbe nJier, ascended 
the gr.and stsairease and folloared him along a corridor to the 
.apiTtments occupied by the Idng, 
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CHAPTER XI 


DANGER THREATENED 


O N being ushered into the royal apartment Guy -vras led 
up to the hing, •ft’ho was seated in a large aim-chair. 
He was stroldng the head of a gieyhound, and two or three 
other dogs lay at his feet Except two attendants, who 
stood a short distance behind his chair, no one else was 
present The king was pale and fragile-looking, theie was 
an exiiiession of wcanncss on his face, for in the intervals 
between his mad fits he had but little rest He was natu- 
rally a kind-heaited man, and the troubles that reigned in 
Franco, the constant contention among the great lords, 
and even among the membeis of his own family, were a 
constant source of distress to him. Bctueen the Duke 
of Bnrguiid}’, the queen, his nephew of Orleans, and the 
other ro^al dukes he had no peace, and the cense of his 
inability to remedy matterc, .ind of hic position of tutelage 
in the hands of whoci er chanced foi the moment to be in 
the accendant, in no dight degree contnbuted to the 
ternble attacks to which he was subject At the jirc'cnt 
inoniont the Duke of Burgundy was awar, and therefore, 
fooling now coraparativolr free, he looked up ^^th interest 
nhon the iislier amioiuiccd Guy Aylmer. 

“'Vou arc Tonng, indeed he raid, as Guy made a 
dec}) l>ow, "lobe the hero of the stori that I hc-wd thi^ 
inoining I hear tint von liai e been s] tying main of tlie 
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‘‘I IcnoTT Inm/’ tlic Idng said, ‘‘and liare l>OTtc:lit manr 
raie articles of Ms liandworM and more than once Trlien I 
bare needed it biTO bad moneys from bini on nsanec ’lis 
a grave scandal that so good a citisen sbonld tbns bsattacb:ed 
in my city, bnt I rrill see that sncli doings shall not tabe 
place again. And non* I wonld bear from yonr orra bps 
bon- yon and a fev men defended the bonso so long, and, 
as I bear, nitb very heavy loss to those attacking it. I am 
told that yon are English.'' 

“Yes, sire, I have the bononr to be an esquire to Sir 
Eustace de Tilleroy, and am here in attendance upon bis 
dame, rrbo, vritb her two children, have been brought, as 
hostages to Paris under vonr roy.al order.' 

A look of pain passed across the king's face, Yonr lord 

is onr v.xssal for bis castle at Tillerov 

% 

“He is. sire, and is .also a v.as5al of England for the 
estates of liis 'vrife.'’ 

“Since England .and France are not at nrcsent on 511 
terms," the king said, “ he mav veil discharge both duties 
trithont treason to either Henrv or myself; bnt. they told 
me that his vassalage to me has sat bnt lightly upon him " 

“His father and gi'andf.atber, sire, vrere vassals of England, 
as Tilleroy vras then tritbin the English bounds, bnt be is, 

I am .assured, roadv faitbfnllv to render any service that 
yonr majesty might demind of him. and is tvilbiig to submit 
bimself, in all respects, to yonr vrill But since be vrishes 
not to take any port in the troubles beivrcen the princes, 
it seems that both regard him Avitb hostility. Tvro months 
since bis castle was attacked by some eight thousand men 
from Ham, led bv Sir Clugnet. de Brabant, Tlic^e he re- 
pulsed with boaa-j' loss, .and ■deemed that in so doing bo was 
acting in accordance with yonr majesty's proclamation, and 
was rendering faithful service to you in holding the cas'Io 

\ 
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her Guy stood tallang -mtli them -srhile Dame hlargaiet 
and the count conversed apart Giadually as the}’' chatted 
Kataima’s manner, vhich had at first been somewhat stifi*, 
thawed, and Guy left her and Agnes togethci and went to 
look thiough the window 

He could vaguely undei stand that Katarina at fiist, 
knomng that Dame Margaret and Agnes must he aware 
of her going about as a bo}'^, was standing a little on hci 
dignity The simple sti-aigbtforwardness of Agnes and her 
admnation of the other’s boldness and cleicrncss had dis- 
armed Katarina, and it nas not long before they were chat- 
ting and laughing in girlish fashion There was a diffei- 
ence in their laughtei, the losult of the dissimilai lives they 
had led One had evci been a happy, cai elcss child, allowed 
to loam about in the castle or beyond it almost unattended, 
and had only to hold heiself as became the position of a 
nindoii of rank on special occasion';, as when guests weie 
staling in the castle, the other had been for years hei 
f.ithci s assistant, engaged in woik requiring vshrewdnoss 
and quiekucss and not unattended at times intli danger 
She had been hi ought into contact with person*; of all ranks 
and conditions and at time'; almo''t forgot her own identity, 
and iia« in thought as nell ns mannci ihc quick-witted 
mc‘;?cngcr of her father After the latter had chattfd for 
'•omc tune iiith Dune Matguot he beckoned lu”' to Inni 
“Dime M irgirct hi*; promi'-cd mo to be your irotectoi 
'■kould mgh’ bofill mo, child," he ''Ud. “ uui 1 cinrgo \<;u 
rov. in her ho nine should atnthmg h ipp:u to rae to '40 it 
oiu'' lii'i ca'^’lo ,t Villc’fiy atui ‘-hoaid =’i*: no' W tki <<? 
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well indeed for you to have a quiet English home after our 
ti onhled life, I'o Italy you cannot go, our estates are Jong 
since confiscated; and did you return there you would find 
powerful enemies and hut lukewarm friends. Bc-sido.s, there 
would be but one mode of life open to you, namely, to enter 
a convent, which would, methinlcs, bo of all othcr.s the least 
suited to your inclinations ” 

“I can promise you a hearty welcome/' Dame Margaret 
said kindly. “ I trust tliat you may never apply for it; but 
should, as your father says, aught happen to him, come to 
me fearlessly, and be assured that you svill be treated as 
one of my own family Wo shall ever be mindful of the 
fact that you saved our lives last night, and that nothing 
that wc can do for you will cancel that obligation ” 

“I trust that I may never be called upon to ask yom 
hospitality, Lady Maigarot,” the girl said cpnctly, “but I 
thank you with all my heart for prolTonng it, and I feel 
assuicd that I should find a happy home in England ” 

“ ’Tis strange how it has all come about,” her father said 
“’Tis scarce a month since I saw Dame Margaict enter Pans 
Avitli her children, and the thought occurred to mo that it 
would bo well indeed for you were you in the chaige of 
such a lady. Then, ns if in answer to my thoughts, I saw 
her young esrpuro in the crowd listening to mo, and was 
moved at once to say words that would induce him to call 
upon mo aftorwai ds, when I saw that I might possibly ni 
these troublous times bo of use to his mistress And thus 
in but a short f.imc what was at first hut a passing thought 
has boon realized It is true that there are among my clients 
those whose protection I could obtain for you, but Fiance 
is at present ns much torn by factions as is om native Italy, 
and none can say but, however highly placed and powerful 
a man may be to day, bo might bo in disgrace to-morrow. 
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Caiefully wrapping his daughter up in her cloak again, the 
Italian took his leave, refusing the offer of Dame Margaiet 
for two of her mcn-at-anns to accompany them 

“ Theic IS no fear of tiouble of any soit to-day,” he said 
“The loss thatw^aa suffered last mght w^as so severe that 
the people will he quiet for a few days, especially as the 
lung, as well as the city authorities, are evidently determmed 
to put a stop to noting Moreover, the fact that the Bur- 
gundian nobles have, now that the duke is away, taken a 
strong part against the butcheis’ faction has for the moment 
completely cowed them. But, apai t fi om this, it is my special 
desire to rctui n to my house unnoticed It is seldom that I 
am seen going in and out, for I leave home as a rule before 
my neighbours are about, and do not return till after nightfall 
I nuke no secret of my being a \endorof diugs at the fairs, 
and theic are few can suspect that I hai e nsitois after dark ” 
“I like your astiologei, Guj',” Dame Maigaiet said vhen 
the) had left “Before I saw him I own that I had no 
great faith in his countship Any man away from his native 
country can assume a title without anvonc questioning his 
right to use it, so long as he is content to live m ob-cunty, 
anvl to ab^iUun fiom atti'acling the attention of tho'^c vho 
vould be likely to mike mqnuics But 1 haic no doubt 
that om fnend is as he represent^ hini'^elf, the Count of 
Montepone, and 3 beheic him to be ‘^incete in the matter of 
his dc-ihim- mth ns He tells nio tint he has rcceiied 
ino''e linn one him that the icpoit'^ tint he deals %nth the 
and (\c''onc' dninuions hnae cnnie to the eim of the 
ehimh, ohI it n bkoly cie long he nnv be foKf-tl to h^i\e 
I'.ui^ an! 23 deed t'ut he wiadd In'.* done iM-'fon. no" 
had u t'o' Wen tha* -u-je < j iho=.' vho Live L id <S' ibne:- 
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“No doubt jt js true that, as ho assorts, ho in no iva}- 
dabbles in iiluit is called ‘black ait’, but confines himself to 
leading the sbus, and lie oivncd to me that the success he 
has obtained in this ivay is to some extent based ujion the 
information that ho obtains from persons of all classes He 
IS evidentl}’- a man whose nature it is to conspiie, not so 
much for the sake of any piospcct of gam or advantage, but 
for the pleasui e of conspii ing He has dealings with men 
of both factions Among the butchers he is believed to bo 
an agent of the duke, who has assumed the character of a 
vendoi of nostrums simpl}’- as a disguise, while among the 
Armagnacs he is icgardcd as an agent of Orleans It is 
doubtless a dangcious game to play, but it both helps him 
in his piofession of astiologer and gnes him influence and 
power. I asked him vh) ho thus mingled in pulihc affairs 
He smiled and said ‘We aie always conspning in Italy, we 
all belong to factions I have been brought up in an atmos- 
phere of conspnacy, and it is so natuial to me that I could 
seal ce Inm without it I am lich men who trade upon the 
credulity of fools have plenty of clients My business of a 
quack doctor bungs me in an income that many a poor 
nobleman vould envy I travel when I like, I wsit alter- 
nately all the gicat towns of France, though Pans has 
always been my head-quarters 

“ ‘As an astrologci I have a vodc reputation The name 
of the Count Smaiondi — foi it is under that title that I 
practise — is Icnovn throughout Fiance, though few know 
rne personally oi vdieic I am to be found Those vho 
dcsiie to consult me can only obtain access to me thiough 
some of those whose fortunes I have rightly foretold, and 
who have absolute faith in me, and even these must fiist 
obtain my consent bcfoic introducing anyone to me All 
this mystery adds both to my reputation and to my fees 
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Could anyone knock at my dooi and ask me to calculate 
Ins koioscope he would prize it hut little,, when it is so 
difficult to obtain an intioduction to me, and it is regaided 
as a matter of favour to be allowed to consult me, people 
aie ready to pay extiavagant sums for my adiuce And,’ 
he said inth a smile, ‘the fact that ten days or a foitnight 
always elapses between the time I am asked to icceiie a 
new client and his oi hei fiist intcmew mth me, enables 
me to make such minute inqiuries that I can not only gam 
their complete confidence by my knon ledge of certain ei ents 
in their past, but it mil aid me m my dmnation of their 
f utui e 


“‘I bche\e in the stars, madamc, wholl} and implicitly, 
but the knowledge to be gamed fioin them is general and 
not paiticulai, but w'lth that gencial knowledge, and with 
what I know of men’s pcisonal chaiactei and habits, of their 
connection^, of then pohtical schemes and personal anibi 
lions, I am able in the niajonty of cases so to supplement the 
knowledge I gam fiom the stais, as to tmcc then futmc 
with an accuracy that seems to them a'^tonishmg indeed 
For c\araple, madamc, had I lead in the stats tint i dire 
mnfortnne impended OAcr you h'^t night, and had I leanicd 
that thcie was a talk among the butcher^ that the pio%ost 
of the ■^dvor=niitln w is a slioug opponent of their-, and th it 
stcpi w mild dionly be taken to ‘•bow the P iriMaiis the damrer 
of oppocu'ig them It w ould hai e needed no grCsOt foro'^ight on 
m\ ]'Ui lo tell \ou tint von nere threatened mth a gnat 
danger md that the d mger would piolubly t k- the fr-m <>{ 
■M U’ i( K b\ the r'bRV on the hon'^r' \ on O'- ■’tU'o d I rR-edd 
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‘“Ai\y astrologei. inadamcj avIio ■\voiks k}’ proper metliods 
can, fiom tlic conjunction of the stars at anyone’s hirth, 
calculate -whcthci their aspect -will ho faA'ourahle or un- 
favouiahlc at anj* gh cn tune, and may foretell dangci or 
death, hut it needs a laioivlcdijc of human natuie, a knou- 
ledge of charactci and habits, and a knowledge of the ques- 
tionoi's suiioundings to be able to go much faithei than 
tins That I liai c had marvellons successes and that mv 
counsels are eagerly sought depends, then, upon the fact 
that I leal o nothing to chance, but that while enveloping 
mvsolf in a ccitain amount of mystery I hai'e a police of 
my omi consisting of men of all stations, many, indeed 
most of whom, do not know me even by sight They have 
no ide.1 of the object of my inqunics, and indeed behcie 
that then pajunastcr is the head of the scciet police, or the 
agent of some powci ful minister,’ 

“You see, Guy, the count spoke ndth peifcct fi’ankness 
to me His object natuially nas to g.ain my confidence by 
showing himself as he is, and to explain why he v ishcd to 
scciue a homo for his daughter He took up his strange 
profession in the fiist place as a means of obtaining his 
Imng, and poihaps to secuic himself from the scaich of 
private enemies who would have had him .assassinated could 
he have been found, but he follows it now fioni his love 
foi an atmospheic of intrigue, and for the power it gives 
him, because, as ho told me, he has ali cady .amassed a con- 
sidciablc foituno, and could well rctucand h'vc in Iiixiuy 
did ho choose He s.aid frankly that if he did not so in- 
tcicst himself Ins existence -would be simjily intolerable to 
him 

*“I may take my daughter to England,’ he said, 'I 
may stay thei'e until I sec hei established in life, hut when 
I had done so I should have to ictmn hoie Paris is .always 
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the centre of intiigues, I would lather live on a crust here 
than he a prince elsewhere,’ 

“ He certainly succeeded in con\nncing me wholly of his 
sincerity, as far as we aie concerned Devoted to intiigue 
himself, he would fain that his daughter shoidd live her life 
in peace and tranquillity, and that the money for which he 
has no use himself should be enjoyed by hei ‘ I have lost 
my rank,’ he said, ‘ forfeited it, if you null, but she is the 
Countess Kataiina of hlontepone, and I should like to 
Icnow that she and mj’’ descendants after her should live 
the life that my ancestors li\ ed It is a wealoiess, a folly, 
I laiow, but we have all our weak points and oiu follies 
At any rate I see that that fancy could not well be earned 
out in Fmiico or in Ital}’-, but it may be m England ’ At 
any rate, aftei all he has told me I feel that he has it in his 
powoi to be a veiy useful friend and ally to us hcie, I am 
coimiiced that he is ti uly desirous of being so ” 

“ And how did you like the girl, Agnes ?” she ‘^aid, raising 
hci Aoioe Agnes bad fetched Chaihc in, and the\ nere 
looluiig together down into the street while theii mother 
nas talking to Guy. 

“ I Inidlv know, mother, she seemed to be so much older 
than I am Sometimes uhen she talked and iiughcd, I 
thought I liked hci \ery much, ami then a minute liter it 
seemed to me that I did not understand hci one bit But 
1 do think lint she would be lety nice when one c,ime to 
know her ihoronylilv 
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that she Tvas veij* trae and lojal I think that at present 
she enters into ■\vhat she has to do in something of the same 
spirit as her father, and that she thoronglily likes it. I 
think that she is naturally full of fun and has high spirits, 
and that she enjoys perfonning these missions ivith ivhicli 
she IS intrusted as a child enjoys a game, and that the 
fact that there is a certain amoimt of danger connected irith 
them is in itself attractive to her. I am glad that you have 
told me vhat he said to you about himself, foi I could not 
understand him before I think I can now, and understand- 
ing him one can understand his daughter. ’ 

At eight o'clock all retiied to bed They had had little 
sleep the night before, and the day had been full of events 
Guy’s last thought was that he was sorry for the king, who 
seemed to wish to do what was light., but who was a mere 
puppet in the hands of Bui gundy or Queen Isobel, to be 
used as a lay figure when required by whichever had a 
temporary ascendency. 

For the next foitmght Guy worked hard in the salU 
d’mmts, being one of the first to arnve and the last to 
depait, and aftei taking a lesson from one or other of the 
masters he spent the rest of the mormng in pracnsing 
with anyone who desiied an adversary. ''tFell trained as 
he was in English methods of fighting, he mastered with 
a quickness that suiqnised his teachers the vanous thrusts 
and parries that were new to him At the end of that 
time he was able to hold his own with the young Coimt 
d’Estournel, who ivas regarded as an excellent swordsman 

The attendance of the Burgundian nobles had now fallen 
off a good deal The Aimaguac army had approached 
Paris, St Denis had opened its gates to them and there 
were frequent skirmishes near the walls of Paiis between 
paities of their knights and the Biugundiaus Pans was 
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just at piesent more quiet Burgundy was still absent, and 
tbe future seemed so uncertain, that both factions in the 
citj’- held their hands for a time. 

The news that a reconcihation between Oileans and 
Burgundy had been fully effected, and that the great loids 
would soon enter Paris togethei, was received with a joy 
that was modified by lecoUections of the past Burgundy 
and Orleans had once before sworn a solemn fiiendship, and 
yet a week or two later Orleans lay dead in tbe streets of 
Pans, murdeied by the oidei of Burgundy Was it likely 
that the piesent patching up of the quarrel would have a 
much longei duration? On the foiniei occasion the quarrel 
vas a personal one between the two great houses, now all 
Franco was dmded A I'ast amount of blood had been 
shed, there had been ciucl massacres, executions, andiiTongs, 
and tlic men of one faction had come to hate those of the 
other, and although ncithei party had daied to put itself 
in the inong by i of using to listen to the mediators, it was 
ccilain that the iccouciliation uas a faicc, and that it v as 
but a short tiuce rather than a peace that had been con- 
cluded Nevertheless Pam lejoiccd outvai-dly, and hailed 
ivith eutlnnnsTO the entiy of the Queen, tlie Dukes of 
Aquit une, Bm gundy, Borri, and Bom bon 
The Duke of Aquitaine ivns now acting as logent, though 
wjihout the tiilo, for the king v as again insane lie hid 
mil ned Burgundy’s daughter, hut it vas nunoured that ho 
wi® In no mo ms disposal to submit Inui'^clf blindly to the 
•uiMvcofhe’ fnthci. The onl} effect of the tnice is-'''.veen 
tlu* putio- va= to dd D' the pave*' of t’ Burgtt! dirn 
Bit u-a of ih' A’l’i i: 1 ' }>>'” -«'( 
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most part composed of adherents of Burgnndr. Three 
dars after their arrival in the tovm Guj^ on leaving the 
salJc aarmc3. fonnd Katarina in her hov's attire vraitins for 
him at the comer of the street 

“My father rvonld speah -with you. Master Guy," she 
said shyly, for in the past two months she had alrravs 
heen in her girl’s dress when he had met her. “Pray go 
at once/' she said ; “ I aviU not accompany you, for I have 
other matters to attend to ’’ 

“ Things are not going veil," the Count said vhen Guy 
entered the room: “the Orleanists are discouracred and the 
butchers triumphant At a meeting last night they deter- 
mined that a body of them should vait upon the Dukes of 
Aquitaine and Burgundy to complain of the conduct of the 
inights vho fell upon tlem vhen attacking the silvei- 
smith’s, and demand in the name of Paris their execution.'’ 

"They vould never dare do that!'’ Guy exclaimed in- 
dignantly. 

“They viU assuredly do il and I see not hov they tan 
be refused. The dulce has no force that could oppose the 
Parisians They might defend the Louvre and one or tvo 
of the stronglv fortified houses but the butchers vould sur- 
round them vith tventv thousand men. Burgundv's vassals 
might come to his assistance, but the gates of Paris vould 
be closed, and it vould need nothing short of an army and 
a long siege before they could enter Pans When they had 
done so they might punish the leaders, but Burgundy vould 
thereby lose for ever the support of the city, vhich is all- 
important to biTn. Therefore if you vould save your friends 
you must varn them that it vill be necessary for them to 
make their vay out of Paris as quicldy and as quietly as 
may be. In the next place, and principally, you yourself 
V ill assuredly be murdered There vas a talk of the meet- 
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iiig demanding yoiu execution and tliat of your four men; 
but it was decided that there was no need to do this, as you 
could aU bo killed without trouble, and that possibly the 
Duke of Aqiutaine might refuse on the giound that, as your 
ladj’’ had come here under safe-conduct as a royal hostage, 
you weic entitled to piotection, and it would be contiary 
to his honom’ to give 3’-ou up 

“There are others who have displeased the Parisians whose 
bves they wdl also demand, and there are several women 
among them, therefoie, it is clear that even the sex of jmur 
lady vtII not save her and her childien from the fury and 
longing for revenge, felt by the family of Legoix and by 
Caboche the skinner The only question is, where can they 
be bestowed in safety 1 I Icnow what you ivould saj', that 
all this IS monstious, and that it is incredible that the Paris- 
ians noil dare to take such steps I can assure you that it 
IS as I say, the peril is most imminent Piobably to-night, 
but if not, to-monow the gates of Pans ivill be closed, and 
tlieic mil be no escape foi any whom these people have 
doomed to death In the first place, j'ou ha^ e to wain your 
Puigundian friends, that done, you must see to the safetj' 
of your foui men The three Frenchmen may, if the}' 
di'guj'^e themsebes. pei chance be able to hide in Pans, but 
1 oui tall archer must leaic the city without delay, his height 
and appearance Mould betray him in whitever disguise lie 
n 01 0 tlad 


“Non a': lo your l,id\ ind the rhildicn, lemain v. heie 
tlioi \ro the\ cannot Doubtle^' weic she to appeal to the 
Duko of Burguudi for pro'ection he nould jilr’-'e her in tlic 
Loua r< in tine the otho^ t -‘Ic'-- tbit i--, if '-tio cc-n'd 
p ■'I'^ii 'ah'- t'nn itf the ni'^.ntio'i"- <jf the Par’'-' ui*. v 1 '< L in b ^’'1 
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of his own knights and ladies of the court to these nns- 
ci cants, ho could not refuse to hand over Lady I^Iaigaiet 
Tlroy might, it is true, jiossibly escape from 3 '*ans m dis- 
guise, hut I know that there is nhead^’^ a watch sot at the 
gates The only losource that I can see is that she should 
with lior childion come hither foi a time Tin's is hut a 
poor place for her, hut I think that if anywheio she might 
ho safe with me No one know s that I liaise had any dcidiiigs 
■whatever wdlh j^ou, and no one connects mo in any way w'lth 
politics. What should a vendor of nostrums have to do 
with such alTairs? Thus, then, they might loniain heic 
without their piosonce heing in the slightest dcgico sus- 
pected. At any into I have as good moans as any foi 
learning what is hoiiig done at their councils, and should 
loccivo the earliest infoimatioii wore it decided that a scaicli 
should ho made hoie; and should this ho done, which I 
think is most unlikely, I shall liavo time to loiiiovo them to 
some other place of concc,ilmont 

“Lastly, as to yoiiisolf, I take it that nothing wmuld 
induce you to fly with your Biugundinu friends wdnlo yoiii 
lady is in hiding in Paiisi” 

“Assuredly not)” Guy said “My lord appointed mo to 
take charge of her and w’atcli over her, and as long as I 
hnio life T will do so ” 

“You will not he able to aid her, and 3^our pioscuco may 
even add to her danger Still, I wull not say that 3^111' 
losolution IS not honoui-ahlo and right But, at least, 3^011 
must not stay lioic, foi your detection would almost cci- 
tainty lead to hcis You, how'ovor, can ho disguised, I can 
darken 3^111' skin and hair, and, m some soiled gaih you 
11103^ hope to pass without locogmtion Whcio to bestow' 
yon I will talk over with my daughter. As soon as it 
hocomos dusk this ovomiig she W'lll present herself at the 
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house-door of Maiti e Leroux She Avill hnng with her dis- 
giuses for yoiu lady, the children, and j’^ouiself — I have 
many of them heie — and as soon as it is quite dailc she will 
guide hei e Dame Margaret with her daughter and son You 
had best not sally out unth them, but can follow a minute 
or two later and jom them as soon as they turn down a side 
street As to the men, you must arrange unth them what 
they had best do hly adidce is that they should this after- 
noon saunter out as if meiely going foi a walk They ought 
to go separately, you can decide what they had best do 
u hen outside ” 


CHAPTER Xn 

IN HIDING 

T he news of this ton ible dangei was so wholly unexpected 
that Guy for a moment felt almost paralysed 
“It seems almost incredible that such ^v^ckedness could 
take placed" he exclaimed 

“ My infoi mation is certain,” the count replied “ I do not 
■51} that 1 think your Burgundian fnends are in so much 
danger a= ^oiiie of those of the king’s ixirty, ns Burgundy’s 
innnence with these Paiisians goes for something, still, he 
might not bo able to save them if thei’ waited till the 
demand w\s made although he might warn them if he 
leiiucd tint they i\cre to be ,imong those demanded ” 
“Doo-, the duke, then know what i« intended 1 ’ 
iht tonut '-uiikxl “We knew vlnt followed the In';! 
rt-'-oncjlntion he <aid guc'^® pretty «hrewdH’ at 

what mil happen no\> 7/ , tlm <b,ke immiorod Oilcans, 
; be mat tile 'net‘fn’' 0 '^ ee'un--l the *•*' 
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present dnlco It Avas certain tlmt tlie stinggle npiiW 
Itegh} again ns soon as tlie Iciss of peace li id lieen exchangeti 
Last time lie Imldlj avoived 3ns siiare in tlie minder; tliis 
time, most conveniently for liim, tlie Knisians are ready 
and eager to do Ins moilv for liim Dismiss from yonr mind 
all doubt; yon can rely upon ei'eiytMng tint I Invc told a on 
as being true, Tnietber yon can coimncc tlicse yonng 
Icnigbts is a matter tint conoeins me not; but remember 
that if yon fail to conAnnee yonr mistress, her life and those 
of lier cbildren are foifeited. and that, so far as I can see^ 
her only hope of sifcty is in taking lefnge bere." 

“I tbank yon Antb all my licai't," Gny said, **and vill 
Horn set about oiriying out yonr adA-ice, Pirst. I will 
return to my lady and consult AAdtb ber, and sec Avbit 
Avo bad best do Avitb the men As to Count Charles 
d’Eslournel and bis friends. I Avill see tbcm as soon as I 
bave arr.inged tbc other matter. Their case is not so 
pressing, for. at least, Avben once beyond the gitcs they Avili 
be safe I Avill see that my lady and tbe cbildi'on sliall be 
ready to aecompiuy your daughter Avben she comes for 
them.'’ 

Look well up and doAvn tbe street before yon s.illy ont," 
tbe count slid; "see that tliore are but feiv people about. 
It is a matter of life and deitli tint no one who laioAVs yon 
shall see yon leiA'c this bouse.'’ 

Gny folloATcd bis adA*ice and Aviitcd until there avis no one 
AAntbin fifty A'ards of tbc door, then be went out, crossed tbe 
street, took tbe first turning be came to, and then made 
bis wiy biclc to the silvorsmilb's as fast .is be could 

'AMnt .ails yon, Giiyr'Dime Margiretsaidasbe entered 
tiro room, "you look sorely disturbed, and .as pale as if yon 
bad TOceiA-ed some inpiry. ’ 

"'Would tint tbit Ai ore .dl, ray lady. I IriA'C bad news 
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from the Count of Montepone of so strange and grave a 
natuie that I would not tell you it, weie it not that he is so 
much in earnest, and so well convinced of its tiuth that I 
cannot doubt it ” 

He then related what the count had told him, and re- 
peated the offer of shelter he had made 

“This IS, indeed, beyond all hounds,” she said “"WTiat, 
IS it Cl edible that the Duke of Biu gundy and the lang’s 
son, the Duke of Aquitaine, can hand over to this murderous 
moh of Pans noble gentlemen and ladies 

“ As to Burgundy, madam, it seems to me from what the 
count said that he himself is at the bottom of the affair, 
though he may not know that the Parisians demand the 
lives of some of his own knights as well as those of his 
opponents As he did not of old hesitate to murdei Oilcans, 
the long’s owi hi other, we need ciedit him mth no scruples 
as to how he would rid himself of others he consideis to 
stand in his way As to Aquitaine, he is a young man and 
ponerlcss There are no Orlcanist nobles in the torni to 
whom he might look for aid , and if a king’s brother n as 
slain, vhy not a king’s son? It seems to me that he is 
poweiless ” 

“That may be, but I cnmiot consent to what the count 
jii eposes ^^^lat ' disguise myself ' and hide from this base 
mob of Pans' It vould be an unwor'ay action ’ 

“It IS one that I knew you vould shrink fioni, madam; 
but pinion me for '=iymg tint it is not your oiui life only, 
but tho«:e of youi children tint nie at stake When roval 
jnuKcs and vluhes aie unable to oppo-e the^e ‘■coundiel 
PnriMans, voraen and children may veil bend )>ofoie the 
storm ’ 

Dune Mugiret s.it for some tune vith knuted b^o^.= 
Al la^t <ho « u.d “If it 11111-1 be, Gu\, it m»isi It gne> 
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sorel}^ against tlic grain; but for tlio sabo of tlio clnldien I 
ivill dcmoAu myself, and will Uikc yoiu adMcc. l^oiv you 
had best suniiuon tbo four inon-at-avnis and bdk oi or their 
caso with them ” 

Guy went iipstuii s and fetched tlio four men down 

“AVo have suio news, mj’- fuends,” Dame ifaigaict s^iid 
calmly, “that to-mght we and many othei's shall be seized 
by the mob and slain.” 

An exclamation of rage biokc fiom the four men. 

“There inll bo many others slam befoio that comes 
about,” Long Tom said. 

“ That I doubt not, Tom, but the end would be the same 
An ofler of icfngo has been made to me and the childicn, 
and for their sake, unwilling as I am to hide myself from 
this base mob, I have brought myself to accept it jNIy 
bravo esquire will stay in Pans in disguise, and do what 
may bo to piotcct us I have now called you to talk about 
3mniselvcs Tlio gates will speedil}’' be gnanlcd and none 
allowed to salljf out, thcrcfoic what is to bo done must be 
done quickly* ’ 

“AVe will all sbiy and share your fate, madaiuc You 
could not think that we should leave you,” Robert Picaid 
said, and the othcis mm mured their agreement. 

“You would add to m^’^ danger without being able to 
benefit mo,” she said, “and mj’- anxict}^ vould be all the 
gi cater R’o, you must obej’^ 1113^ commands, winch aie that 
3mu foi thv ith quit P.iris. Bc3*ond th it I must leave 3mn 
to judge 3mm own course. As Ficncli mcn-at-aims none 
would question 3^11 when 3'ou woic once beyond the gate 
A’on ma3^ find it diOicnlt to ti-avel in this distmbcd time, 
but you aic shrewd enough to make up some stor3T that vdll 
account for 5mur moi ements, and so may work yoni way 
back to Ah 110103’^ The diflicult.3" is gicitci in the case of 
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your English comrade — his height and that light haii of his 
and ruddy face would mark him anywhere, and if he goes 
with you would add to your dangei, especially as his tongue 
would hetiay him as being English the first time he spoke 
However, heyond ordering you to qmt Pans, I must leave 
this matter in yoim hands and his, and he mil doubt- 
less take counsel mth my esqmre and see if any disguise 
can be contrived to suit him I mil see you agam presently. 
You had best go mth them, Guy, and taUc the matter over ’’ 

“This thing cannot be done, Master Guy,” the archer 
said doggedly when they reached then apartments, “it is 
not in reason YTiat should I say when I got home and 
told them at Suniraerley that I saved my own skin and left 
our dear lady and the childien to be murdered without 
strilang a blow on their behalf 1 The thing is bejmnd all 
reason, and I will maintain it to be so ” 

“ I can understand n hat you say, Tom, for I feel exactly 
as you do The question is, how is the matter to bo 
anungedl” Then he broke into French, vhich the aichei 
by this time understood well enough, though he could speak 
it but poorl 3 \ 

“ Tom IS saving that he mil not go, men,” he said, “ and 
I doubt not that you feel ns lie does At the same time our 
ladle’s 01 dors must be cairied out in the fii^t place, and you 
mu‘;t lcT\ e Pai is But I sa\’ not that %’ou need tmvcl to 
anv distance , on the contrai i*, I should say that, if it can 
be arranged, you must return here m a few days, ha%ing 
''0 clnngod j’om attire and aspect that there is no fear of 
youi being recognired, and bestow j'ourself in ‘^omc lodging 
nherc I may find I'ou if there be need of imur scivice'- ' 

“ Tint is nhat mil bo best, Mastei Guy." Pobert Picanl 
svd ' M e ba\e but to get steel cap' of anotber f'"-b’o'’ to 
pas', V I'U mongh, and if need be we Coii altc’* the 

{VC: 1 
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of our hair. Thcie aro feu* hero wlio have noticed us, and 
I consider that there is no chance "whatever of our benic 
recognized Theic are plenty of men among the cut-tin oats 
heie "who have served for a while, and we can easily enough 
get up some tale that will pass muster foi us thiee That 
matter is simiilo enough, the question is, what arc "no to do 
"vnth Tonil We cannot shorten his stature, nor give his 
tongue a French twist ” 

“No, that IS ically the difficulty. "Wo might dye that 
hail of his and daiken his face, as I am going to do myself 
Theic aic tall men in Fiance, and even his niches Avoiild 
not mattei so niucli , the danger lies in his speech ” 

“I would never open 1113- mouth, IMnster Gu}’, if need 
Aveio I would soonci cut out my tongue with a daggei ” 

“You might bleed to death in the doing of it, Tom 
No, wo must think of something better than that You 
might pel haps pass ns a Fleming, if wo cannot demso any 
other disguise ” 

“Leave that to me, blaster Guj’-, I shall think of some- 
thing I mil at anj’^ lato hide somcwhcie near Pans, and 
the lads lieic aviII let mo know wlicio the^' are to be found, 
and I shall not be long before I 30111 them in some such 
guise as v*ill pass muster But it mil be necessary that 
Avo should IcnoAv where j^ou aviU be, so that jmu can com- 
municate A\uth us ” 

“That I don’t know mj’^sclf yet, but I mil be ei’cry 
evening in fiont of Notio Dame Avhen the boU strikes nine, 
and one of jmu can meet mo there and tell me where .you 
ai e bestOAved, so that I can aWaj’s send foi j'oii 111 case of 
need. Noav I think that you had better lose no time, foi 
Avc laioAV not at Avhat hour a guaid will bo placed on the 
gate You had bettoi go out 111 pairs .as if merely going 
for a w.alk If you aio stojiped, as may avoH haxipen, 
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return here j but as you come purchase a length of strong " 
rope, so that you may let yourselves do^vn fiom the ■wall 
Now that peace has been made, there -will be but slight 
watch save at the gates, and you should have no difficulty 
in evading the sight of any who may be on guaid ” 

“That "Will be easy enough,” Eobeit Picard said con- 
fidently “ ^Ye had best not come back here, for thei e may 
be a watch set upon the house and they may follow O'? ” 
“The only thing that tioubles me,” Tom said, “is that I 
must leave my bow behind me ” 

“You can get another when you get back to Yilleroy, 
there are spare ones there,” 

“Yes, yes, but that is not the same thing, Master Guy, a 
man knows his omi bow, and when he takes to a fresh one 
his shooting is spoilt until he gets to know it well Eveiy 
bow has its niceties, for rough shooting it makes but httle 
matter, but when it comes to aiming at the slit in a knight’s 
vizor at eighty yards one makes poor shooting mth a 
strange bow ” 

“Well, you must practise -with your new one, that is all, 
Tom; and if ;jon hide j-ours here it may be that you will 
be able to recoi er it before we start foi Yillei oy You must 
leave your bundles behind, it ivould look su'^picious if you 
V ere to attempt to take them with you I should .adi i^e 
you to put on one .=uit over the other, it will not add greatly 
to your bulk Ylicn you are ready to start, come bclov 
and our lady Mill cay good-bye to you Do not give her 
a hint that you .arc thinking of slamng neu Panc^ jf chc 
aebe any qucctions say that yo,! intend to disguise Tom, and 
ho will travel with } oa ' 


A few nunutes luei there a t ^pping at Dame M.ar- 
gi.ro't c ('.v". Guv opoue-d it and the four lUtU e ’it-'' rad 
“I vi;h \ go-vi furt’asK? rv, fr o Dun-. Mara'-ro* 



AT AGINCOURT. 


ai2 


said. “ Here is a letter, Robert, that I have mitten to my 
loid tolling him that you have all served me faithfully and 
ivell, and that I commend you to him I have told inra 
that 3^011 are leaving me by iii}’- special ordeis, and that jmu 
ivould mllingl}'^ have stopjied and shared ni}’^ danger, but 
that, as I feel that foico would avail nothing and 3mur 
presence might load to the discoveiy of my hiding-place, I 
bid you go Hcie are four puiscs to pa}^ the expenses of 
your journey and of anj’- disguises 3mu ma}’^ find it necessaiy 
to adopt And now farowoU. Tarry not an instant, my heart 
mil be lightoi when I know that 3’’0U are be3mnd the walls ” 

She held out her hand to them; each in tuin knelt and 
Idssed it, the three Ficnchmen in silence but mth tears 
iiiniiing down thou cheeks Tom was the last, and said as 
he rose 

“I am obeying your orders, Lady Margaiot, but never 
befoie have I felt, as I feel now, that I am doing a mean and 
cowardly action. I would rather stay b}’’ 3’'our side, though 
I know that I should bo cut in jiiecos this veiy night, than 
leave 3’’ou thus ” 

“ I doubt it not, Tom. I Icnow well how youi inclinations 
lie, and 3mt I feel tliat it is necessary that you should go 
If the gi eat nobles cannot mthstand this ci ncl mob of Pans, 
the arm of a single man can avail nothing, and your inesence 
would bnng daiigei rather than safety to me ” 

“I feel that, my lady; did I not do so I would not go 
even at 3mur command You are my liege lady, and I 
have a right to give my life for you, and would do it wci c 
it not that I see that, as you say, my staying heio would 
bung dangei ujion you.” 

As soon as they had gone Dame Maigaiot said “Now, 
Gu}’^, I mil detain you no longer, hasten and warn yoin 
friends ” 
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Guy limned away; he found that Count Charles was on 
the point of mounting to go for a ride "with some of his 
friends 

“Stay a moment I heg of you, Count,” Guy said as he 
hurried up, “I have a matter of most seiious import to teU 
you ” 

“Wait, my friends,” the young count said to Sir Pierre 
Estelle, Count Waltei de Vesoul, and the Sieui John de 
Pei ion, who were aheady mounted, “I shall not detain 
you many minutes ” 

“Well, Mhat IS it, friend Guyl” he asked as he cntcicd 
his loom 

“I have come to warn 3'ou of a gicat dangci, Count 
This evening a mob of Pansians, I know not how numcious, 
but at least of great stiength, mil demand from Bui gundy 
and the Duke of Aquitaine the surrender to them of you 
and the otheis u ho took part 111 defeating them the othei 
night, besides other gentlemen, and, as I hear, ladies ” 
‘^Paidicn’ if It be so the duke will give the impudent 
knaves tlicii answci ” 

“Ten thousand aimed men are not apt to take an 
aiwwei, Corut You knon that many times alieady the 
Duke of Bui gundy has been oveiboine Iw the Icridors of 
these Pal isi ins and forced to do things that must have dis- 
pleased Imn, ns they displeased you all, theicfore I implore 
you to ndc off while vou may. Even now it is possible 
that the gvtcs may bo closed, but if so. they arc not likelv 
to he sironglv gu.inled It is eiidcnt th it vour nom" wonhl 
at anv rate saie the duke from pn\e cmharrascment " 

“ Aie vou s'lro tint this neuf 1 = tnie 1’ the count ashed. 
“Abscvhuolv cctlain If \,)xx nould youwclf a' 4 
\ I u’- fiiW'ds 1 p^iv you to tall ui'O'i them at ouco to luo a.i 
a' vl ri le ni ’o o le cf the ra*'.' You mai hid t - 
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of your letainers mount and follovr yon at a slioit distance, 
and if you find tlie gates closed and tlie fellovrs 'will not let 
you out, call them up and fight yoiu 'v\’ay out You can 
stay for to-night at Sfe^’les, and if you find in the mommg 
that I have not spohen truly you can return and upbraid 
me as you unU. If, ho-woi'cr, you find that strange events 
have happened heie, then j^ou had best lide aivay to Bur- 
gundy and stay theie mitil you find that these adllainous 
knaves heie have been reduced to older, ■which methmks it 
■will need an army to undertake ” 

The count v^ent to the mndo'w, opened i^ and called his 
fi lends belo'w to come up 

“No, no,” D’Estelle said laughing, “if "we once come up 
■we shall stay there If you cannot come now, join us at the 
Lion d’Or at Seines, wheic jmu will find us eating the dinner 
that we have sent on to order.” 

"The matter is urgent,” D’Estouinel said “I am not 
jolang ivith you, but pray you to come up at once ” 

Seeing that the matter -was serious the three knights 
dismounted and went up They were at first absolutely 
incredulous when they heaid horn Count Charles what Guy 
had told them. 

“That the Imaves owe us no good-'will I knoiv well 
enough,” Count "Walter said, “for they have over and over 
again laid their complaint against us before the duke; but it 
IS hard to believe that they would daic to demand what 
Burgundy would never grant ” 

Guy repeated the arguments that he had used with 
D’Estouinel 

“There is no limit,” he said, “to the anogance of these 
knaves, and in truth it cannot be denied that the}' are 
master's here, and that even the duke cannot altogether with- 
stand them; and you know, moreover, how essential is their 
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good-mil to lum But even should lie ever so obstinately 
1 efuse tbeir demands they might veil take their vay mth- 
out his leave What can he, mth a handful of loiights and 
a few hundred armed men, do against the mob of Pans? 
I earnestly pray you, gentlemen, to tieat the mattei as 
seuous Warn your eight friends mthout delay, bid your 
retainers mount and ride to the gate If it is open, all the 
better, it is but a party of plcasuie bound foi Sfevies, and 
if you learn to-moiiow mormng that all is quiet heie you can 
ictuin If It seems better to you, and this may save you 
much argument, merely ask your fnends to mount and iide 
■with you to dine theie, if any icfuso, say you have a 
motive that thej' mil leaiii when they get theie, and almost 
compel them to go mth you I pledge jmu ray honoiu 
that you mil have no reason to i egret ha'\ang taken my 
adnee ” 

“Well, what do you say, gentlemen f’ Comit Waltei asked 
“ As blaster A3dnicr saj s, it ill at ivorst be but a carouse, 
■which I hope he mil share ■with us ” 

“That I would right gladlj do,” Guy replied, “but I 
ha\c the safety of n\v ladj' and her children to look aftei, 
for she too, as ■w'cll as our four men-at-arms, hare incuried 
the enmity of these butchers I have sent the men out of 
the toAvn, and a pl.icc of safetv has been picpared for her 
and the children 1 shall see them safelv bestowed there at 
inghthll ’ 

“Siine .vou hare thought such preparations nccos->,in 
wo will at anv rate .ict on the information that rou ha\e 
gnen ns, and will promise not to blame \*ou imduh' should 
It turn out that the riTiir rou sjKvik of does not come off. 


1 ct I’s los'' no tunc go’itlrnic’i h ( u-, each c** 
ftioJKi- au'i take no dem d {rvun ih>'m to ou^ 
tlire with o- v. S xu's Let t.- vu, uolhiog t 


t> > tv o of our 
iiiMta'ion lo 
<j them .t 
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biingiB" tlicir men-nt-arms and grooms wiib tliem. ’We caii 
ourselves muster some tliirtj figliiaug meu, and tint sliould 
be enougli '^vitli our ora smords to biug fclicsc iunvcs to 
reosou if tliey keep their gates shut against us.” 

'‘As my arraugemeuts are all made,” Guy aal3j 'mud I 
have au hour to spare, I shall rrslk down torrards the gde 
xvud see avhat comes of it.” 

The four geiitlemcu at oucc mounted and rode oiT, — after 
giraig directions to their grooms to order their men-at-arms 
to mount at oucc and to wait for them at a sjrot a quarter 
of a mile from the gate, — and Guy strolled off in the same 
direction In half ,rn hour he had the satisfaction of seeing 
the men-at-arms ride up and halt as ordered. Walking a 
little fill ther on he saw that something unusual had hap- 
pened. Groups of people were striding about talking, ^and 
e.ich man who came up from the gate was questioned Join- 
ing one of the groups he soon learned that the excitement 
itas caused hy tlie unusual closing of the g.ites, no one being 
allowed either to enter or pass oun l^onc could account for 
this proceeding It was certain that it had not been done 
by the orders cither of the Dukes of Aquitaine or Burgundy, 
— ^for there were no royal gu.irds or men-it-arms with the 
duke’s cognisance, — ^but by men of the city, who, jis all 
agreed must be acting mider the ordcre of the butchers. 

“It is a bold deed,” one said, “for which they irill have 
to account. It is a usurpation of authority, and one the 
Duke of Aquitaine, who is now king in all but name, will 
surely resent hotly.” 

“ How strong is the party ?” one of the by-stinders asked, 
putting the question that Guy hid on his lips. 

“Some forty or hfty, all stout fellows with steel <aps and 
breast-piece^ and irell armed.” 

Guy turned and w.ilked back to the spot where tlie 
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Burgundian men-at-arms Aveie diarm up In ten minutes 
D’Estoiu-uel and his party rode up Guy ivas glad to see 
that he had with him the whole of his compamons He at 
once went up to them 

“The gates are closed, Count, and held by forty or fifty 
of the townsmen lu arms, so you see that my infoimation 
was correct Had you not better tell your fnends of the 
tiuth now, for othennse they might hesitate to take so 
grave a step as to attack them ” 

D’Estournel nodded, and, riding to the others, said in a 
low voice “Gentlemen, we had not intended to let you 
into this little mysteiy until we had left Pans, but I find 
It necessary to do so now. I have learned siuel}’’ that the 
labblc of Pans have resohed upon massacring us to-night 
for the shaic wo took in that little affair at the Piovost of 
the sil\ ersmiths’ To that end they have shut the gates, 
and hold it inth some fifty aniied men It is as well that 
some of us hai c brought our men - at - arms here I can 
liaidlj' fancy that these lascals mil try to prevent us fiom 
passing out, seeing that they haie no warrant but then 
ovn for closing the gates against us, but if they do there 
is nothing foi it but to open them ourseh es Let us nde 
foiwanl at oiicc, geutloinen, for these fellows may lecene a 
icinfoicciiiont at any tune 


So ‘viying, ho put simts to Ins horse, calling upon the 
nicn-it-arms to follow Hi': three conipatuoiw, vho were 
alre ul) in the ‘'ccrct, 3oined him at once; and the others, 


afl''’r a jnu'ic of a'^tonidmicnt and almost increduhU, fol- 
lowed, in no w IV leith it tin, tlunto of anothei fieht with 
the bdlnwoi-- of tlie bnlelur^ t^U'V appn '’•d cd the 

gae ihe tewn-'v, ^ lu^tiK driwr np m front of it 

‘ Wlnt u'crn^ \h\r totint VC'ilw- do Vo-ytl < d 
bvigb'iy,. r'i Le re ’’it d up h’s Lertc : fen jMCt- from tie 
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hue. “By Avliat nntliorilT do ,you dare close tLo gates and 
tlms stn-oid aimed before tlicmf’ 

“By tlic authoiity of llic city of Baris/’ tlic leader of the 
party said insolently. ^ 

“I iccognizo no such authority while the king and the 
Buko of Aquit-'iinOj who holds Ins full powers^ are icsident 
here Clear the way, my man, and open the gates, or I 
will ride over yon ” 

The butcher answered him with a deiisivo laugh “It 
will cost you your lives if you attempt it,*’ he said 

“Gentlemen, dmw youi swords and give these rough 
fellows the lesson they need, ’ and, setting the example, he 
rode at the butcher and cut him down The idcA that the 
Burgundian knights would venture to force a passage in the 
teeth of the prohibition of the master of the butchers had 
appireiitly not so much as enteied the minds of the guard, 
and as soon as the knights and their followers fell upon 
them, the gi eater poition of them flung down their aims 
and fled, a few only fighting stoutly until overpowered As 
soon as the skirmish was over the keys weic brought out 
from the guard-room, and the gate unlocked and the massii c 
hars taken down In the meantime some of the mcn-al-anus 
had nm up on to the ival], hoisted the portcullis, .and lowered 
the drawbridge across the fosse As soon as they rctiunod 
.and mounted the party rode through As they did so, 
four moil 1 an out from a lauo near the wall and folloived 
thcm_ and Gny at once recogniKod in them the aichcr and 
his three companions Greatly pleased, he icturncd to the 
city and infonned Dame Itf.argaret of what had taken idacc. 

“No doubt,’ be said, “when they found tbe gates shut 
they remombeied avhal. T bad said, that, I vaas going to araru 
Count Charles and Ins friends, and went back to obseiio 
Avliat these were doing, and the sight of theii retainers 
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going towards the gate must have told them which way 
they intended to leave, and they, no douht, went down and 
hid up near the gate to watch the conflict, and to take 
advantage of it, if a chance offeied, to get off themselves ” 
“That IS indeed a satisfaction, Guy, and I am glad, too, 
that your friends got away There can be no douht now 
that the count’s information was accurate, the gates ha^ung 
been closed, as he said they would he, vouches foi this 
Katarina has been heie, she was dressed this time as an 
apprentice in the seinco of some trader, and hi ought a 
largo box containing our disguises and yours For you 
thoie is a bottle of dye for your hair, a mixtuie for darken- 
ing your skin, and clothes — the latter such as would bo 
vorn by a woikman. Charlie is to wear a girl’s dress, at 
which ho is mightily ofiendcd, nor is Agnes bettei pleased, 
foi a boy’s suit has been sent for her My disguise is 
simply a long cloak intli a hood, such as is worn b}' the 
wives of small traders Katarina explained that it had been 
thought bettei to change the sex of Agues and Charlie, so 
that, vhcn a hue and cry is raised for a missing wom.in, mth 
a gill of fourteen, and a boy of ten, no one should a'^sociatc 
(he voman mth tvo lads and a little girl, whom they 
pa‘=<cd in the street, as being the party for which se<irch 
i'! being made ^Vnd now, Guy, do you not think that 
V 0 “should warn our good host of the danger that threaten=, 
for, doubtlc'^s he also hac been marked out as a Mctini?” 

“I in]] coc him at once, and nil] tel] him as much as it 
IS ncco^niy for him to knov A‘='urcdly it i': nov, too late 
for him to e^etpo I'Ciond the walls unlcsc he wore to t ike 
hi* Wife with him, and hnng 1”'* ^emnetmen to Ut them 
unwn fio’u the wilb, ],nt tin*, 1 ‘-ho’dd ih'nk he will not 
do he would rather tvike lofugc in il ' of -oao- of 

hi* Hviith ” 
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Tlic silrersmilli listened graxcly '?rlien Gny teld him that 
lie had received sure inforamtion th it the hntchcra vonld 
that evening mahe a slaughter of some of their opponents, 
that they 'n'onid he in snch force that resistance vronld he 
hopeless, and that tlie fevr royal troops and the iollomcrs 
of Enrgundy avonld he insufiicient to lualve head agiinst 
them. 

“ Your nevrs docs uot surprise me, and though I hnovr not 
hovr you came hy it, I fear that it is tnic. The uems that 
the city gates have heen all shut and are being guarded 
hy strong parties of the hutchers’ rahhlc, shorrs hut too 
surely that there is danger in the air. In the tirst. place, 
there is your lady to ho thought of; I must endeavour to 
obtain for her also shelter among my friends.’' 

“ "Wo have already .arranged for a hiding-place for her and 
the children, Maitrc Lcroux. I may not name vrhere it is 
to anyone, hut suffice that it is a quiet house mhere there is 
little fear of any suspicions resting npon them, and uhcre 
they vrill he ahle to remain until order is restored 

“I fear that that uill he a long time,” the silversmith 
said. ‘‘The butchers hoist that they can place 20,000 men 
under arms, .and indeed the terror excited hy them is so 
great^ that verv many vrho hate their doings as much as I 
do myself have heen forced to make a seinhlancc of joining 
them hr ext ahont yonr men-at-arms, they are hrave f eHovrs 
.and I ovre them much ” 

“They are all safe outside the vralls. Some Burgundian 
knights, indignant that this rabble should dare slop them, 
cut their vray out through the Port St, Denis and onr men 
took advantage of the gates being open to follom them ’ 

“And as to yourself, Master Aylmer?’' 

“I haTC dyes to blacken my hair and a tincture for 
darkeniiiir mv face. I have also a disguise hv uhich I may 
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pass as an apprentice to a trader I shall at all hazards 
remain in Paris, hut what I shall yet do I know not And 
now about yourself and Madame Leioux — ^you will not, I 
hope, think of defending the house as you did before ” 
“Ceitainly not, it ivould not avail to save oui lives, and 
would assuredly cost those of my senators and most likely 
of the women I have friends, who will, I hope, gladly 
take us in hfaitre Lepelletiere, the blaster Cai’penter, who 
has been doing my doors, is an old friend of mine, and 
after the last attack, urged me to mthdraw for a time fi om 
the attention of the mob, and ofifered me refuge in his place 
He lives in the Rue des Fosses, which is close to the old 
inner wall that is now for the most part in ruins You 
pass along by the hospital, and when beyond the old wall 
turn to the right, ’tis the tlurd doorway. There are no 
houses facing it, but it looks straight upon the wall, the 
giouud between being some thirty or forty yards wide, 
and doubtless when the house was built, it was before the 
piescnt wall was elected, and stood on the outer side of 
the fo'^se round the old one There are many others of the 
same trade who live in that quarter, and as they aic for the 


most part opposed to the bulchem, I doubt not that my 
fiicnd wall have no difTiculty in obtaining a lodging for you 
among them should no other baie been settled upon ” 
“Tlnnk you indeed,” Gu}* icplicd; “the arrangement 
Ills boon made by othci’s, and I know not for certain what 
has yet been decided upon, but should not a suitable place 
h\^o been chosen I wall gHdly accept your offer” 

“And now I must sot to work, * the sdversmith said 


“In wlnt wav'” 
“In hiding uy 


Guy asked in nupn'‘o 
ware« In .a city hi e 
mlt=, 1 pi ^dent man having 


with 
cc^ab nf 


;gx.\t Y d le wuM .''■^nuAly p’^epi'e a p’ i~e of ‘■aftn b-r 
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tliom I ■vnll set 1113’ men to Avorlc at oncoj the business 
must ho finished before it becomes dark, for as soon as it 
docs so irc must leaio the house and close it ” 

“ I hare nothing to do at present, and shall be glad to 
help 3mur men,” Gu3’^ said 

Ho followed the silversmith downstaiis hlaitre Leioux 
called his head man. 

“"Wo must moic, Jacques, and that quiclvl}’^ 3fOU have 
heard that the gates arc shut ” 

“ Yes, master, people ai c tallciiig of nothing else ” 

“ I hai'o news that there will be ti ouble to-night, so wo 
must set to work at once to place the chests in safet}' 
First let them clcai out the wood-cellar " 

This was done in a few minutes by the seven men, then 
Jacques told the others to go back into the shop and pack 
up all the silver goods in the chests As soon as they were 
gone Jacques looked iiiquiringl}' at his master, who nodded 
Then ho touched a brick in the wall some seven feet above 
the floor; it sprung back 

“Will you lift mo upl” the man said to Gii}'. The lad 
did as ho was asked, and the man thiust his aim into the 
oiifice A moment later ho asked Gu}’^ to set him down 
“Go to the doorwa}’-,” ho said, and huiriod acioss to 
whole Mattie Leioux was standing; then kneeling down ho 
pushed his hand under the sill of the doonvay and then 
stood up 

“Do you licai that?” the silvci smith said 
“I hear a dull lumbliiig somcvhcio,” Gu}^ replied As 
he spoke ho saw half the floor, which was appaioiitly of 
solid flags, beginning to rise 

“This was done in iii}’’ father’s time,” Mattie Leioux 
said, “and it was made for him b}’^ klattie Lcpollctiore’s 
father ivith the aid of two or three good smiths, who put 
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tlie machmery together at his house and were in ignorance 
where it was intended to he placed ” 

The trap-door was now raised, and Guy to his astonish- 
ment saw a stream of running water three feet helow the 
opening 

“Whence comes this?” he ashed m astomshment 

“No wondei you are surprised,” the sihersmith said, 
“ It was a piece of luio good-luck that my father hit upon it 
A map that he had showed him that in the old days, befoie 
there ivere any houses on this side of the rivei, a narrow 
branch left the stieam some hundied yards above the posi- 
tion of his house, made a circuit and came into it again as 
much below He inqiured among some old men, and learned 
that they had heard their grandfatheis say that they knew 
that at some time or othei this stream had been built oi ei 
when Pans began to grow in this diiection After he had 
contrived this apparatus that you see, nhich is worked b}* a 
heavy countci’poise in the wall, he began to dig, and a foot 
below the surface came upon an aich of bnckwork, so my 
father concluded that his house was exactly over the old 
stream 


“On breaking through the crown he discoiered, as yon 
':ce, tint the watci still flowed through this tunnel, which is 
‘joinc throe and a half yai-ds wade and eight feet deep 
men. all of w'hom arc tnistv fellows, know of the existence 
of tins huhng-placc, hut Jacques is the onlv one be=ide 
nn self who hnow the secret of the opening Now, Jacques 
fetch the chc't® along as In’^i as they readv. ’ 

The chc=:>« wore soon brought up and one by one lov eiul 
( Irot's were UVichcd from t^'o handle of c icb to tLu of 
the V no th it [('llowed, they were a^iiKi-t the wt-At of the 
V .tc: aiid •'ink i.*’!’! an irch o** t-’^o of irf'Ct* 
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chests had been talvon do'wn. Then one nioie hcavj^ and 
pondoions than the icst was attached to the train, and a 
sloping hoaid being placed from the collar floor to the bottom 
of the stream, the case was allowed to slide donn this until 
it rested on the bottom several feet beyond the tiap-door. 

“There you see,” the silversmith said, “even if they dis- 
covered the trap-door and bioko up the floor with sledge- 
hammers, which would bo no easy matter, and piobed the 
stream with lances, thc}’^ would find nothing As 3mu saw, 
theie is a chain to the end of the last box, which is, as it 
weic, an anchor to the rest; this chain Jacques vail now 
attach to a strong wiic, and fasten that to a iiiig below the 
water’s edge, and a foot bejmnd the tiap door, so that when 
danger is past vc shall haul up the chain and iccovci the 
cases one bj' one in the older in •which they have been scut 
down ” 

As soon as Jacques had fastened the wire to the ring ho 
touched another heavy spring under the sill, then pulled 
hard on the trap-door, this giaduallji' began to sink, and in 
a minute Avas in its place again At the same time the brick 
that had been pushed in aboA'c came out into its place 
again, dust iras then swept into the crack at the edge of 
the trap-door, and no one ivho had not seen the latter raised 
would have dreamt of its existence 


CHAPTER Xni 
TUn SLISTERS OF r^utis. 

T he trap-door closed, the firevood v'as earned back 
again, and Guy ivcnt uiistaus, irliero ho foimd that 
Danio Uaigaret., Agnes, and Ghaibc had aheady put on 
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tlieu’ disguises Tlieir faces had been slightly darkened, 
Agnes had coiled hei hair up under a cap, while Dame 
klargaret's would he completel}- hidden under the hood 
She and Chailic could have passed very well even in day- 
light, hut Agnes hy no means looked hei chaiactei Her 
moth Cl had daikened the slan at the hack of hei neck as 
well as on her face, hut the girl’s evident discomfort and 
shyness were so unhoyhke that they would at once he 
noticed Guy fetched a short cloak i caching only to his 
hips fi om his room and brought it in to her 

“I think that 3’ou vill be moie comfortable in this,” he 
said 


“Yes, indeed," she cvclaimed gratefully, as she put it 
oiei hci shouldei's, “I shall not mind now.” 

It reached nearly dov n to hci knees, and the high coUat 
concealed the hack of her head eficctualljf 

“I did not expect that j-ou would be lead}* so soon,” he 
'^aid, tinning to Dame Margaiet, “it uill not he dark foi 
two horns yet " 

“No. hut I thought It much better to ho prepaied to 
Ic i\ 0 at am moment Mwti e=s Lci oux Ins <=hown me a 
dooi opening fioin the jMrd into a icn nairow lane behind 
She '^aas that it has not been incd foi \cais hut she has 
been dovn hcnelf with the kc\’ and has unlocked it, so 
tint VO hate imh* to let ,a bar don n to open it, and if thc^'O 
*:bould be an attack on the ftont of the house we c. n 


th it vay. ' 

“It Mould bo bo‘-t to Icuo that v ty in rny ca.'^c 
voa, “ uul then^o \ou ml] avo rl ob'^cnation bv . 
” ho Ti y tv^' V iuhi^’g It j'i that tlic cif: 

thi'- 'T*' r .'0 \tr, anx’ou'^ .onl I’a’n’o'i; ’o d Jr < 
tt'C M”' . '' I 11 ' 0 jl , TIJ ^ jn ’ 

in a <* r V nf t h I h ” . h, tv jn 

i > ' 1 I 
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is going to take placej Lnt the closing of the gates hj the 
hutchei's 'n'lthont any 'warrant has, of comse, shown them 
that something serious is going to occiu' " 

“ You had better disguise yourself at oucBj Guy.’ 

“ I -will do so, mistress, but I do not think that there is 
any fear of distuibance until evening, men 'W'ho are engiged 
in work, that may some day bring punishment upon those 
concerned in it., prefer darlniess. Besides, at that time all 
careful men -will be hr their houses, and 'will irot dare to 
come out 'whatever sounds they may hear.” 

Maitre Leroux presently came up 

”I have be err out and trying to gather ne'ws There are 
all sorts of nrmours abroad, but norre know aught with 
certainty. They Sviy that the butcher's have stationed 
guards at the end of all the streets leading to the market 
quarter, 'and they allow none to pass iir or out It is 
reported that Aqrritaine has sent an officer to the butchers 
to demand urrder what warrant they have closed the gates 
of the crty, and to order them to open them forthwitli, 
and to 'withdi'aw the men stationed them It is sard tint 
their answer was that they had acted for the good of the 
state, and for the safety of the king s person, and that thev 
would presently call upon his highness and explain matter's 
to him This may he true or merely rumour, hut it is 
geireraUv believed. Everyone is talking of the fight at the 
gate of St Denis Some say that it was forced open by 
order of the Duke of Burgundy, while other's affirm that 
Cahoche, and that mischievous varlet Johrr de Troyes, went 
in great haste to the dirkc when they received the news, 
that he declared to them that he knew nothing whatever 
of the affair, and that 'whatever -was done was certainly 
done -without his orders Most of my men hare already 
left, it were better that they shorrld go off one by one than 
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tliat tliey sliouM move off together. ’Tis -o-ell that my infe 
bethought hoi of that back entrance It has never been 
used in m3' time, for the lane is but thiee feet -widCj and 
the houses beyond arc of no very good lepute I talked at 
one time of ha^nng it bricked up, and only lefrained from 
doing so fiom the thought that it might be useful on some 
such occasion as this. Your esquire has not gone out, I sup- 
pose, Lad}' Margaietf’ 

“Ho, he IS putting on his disguise — at least, he is colouring 
his hair and face, and so altenng himself that he 'would not 
be kno-mi, but he mil not put on his full disguise until later ” 
Guy soon came out He ivas in his ordinary garments, 
but having put on his best smt beneath them he looked 
broader and bulkier than usual, uhile his blackened ban 
and darkened face had made so gicat a change in his ap- 
peal ance that both Agnes and her mothei .agreed th.it they 
u ould not h.a^ c knomi him 

“You could certainly go anywhere, Guy, and mix mth 
an}' crowd, .and no one would haic a suspicion that you 
weie the young Englishman for nhom the uhole town was 
‘jcai clung ” 

Half an hour before it became dark, Guv went down to the 
fi-ont door Standing tlierc listening attentn ch', he picscntlv 
lieird tliicc little knocks given, a*? by a liand on the door, 
lie opened it a little, Kataiina slipped in, and he .again 
f I'^tenod It and put up the bar 

"I bi ought the dwguises c.uly, ’ she “Naid “ as I thought 
tho\ might be re<juiicil in hacte, but niv f.itber le.iw'cd 
that u MiU be eight o'clock before the butdiers silly out 
with thoiT force': from tlie inarke‘s ” 

“All hfo lie rc-idy and piepucl to “^tart at a mnn 1 nt " 
iiut cc, Old 1 i\o r.'a^i'urod to iro out b', a dj<^v iKiund tliat 

It .O'- lu i\ I St^’iow kiio 



22S 


AT AGIN-COn^T 


“ That is good]'’ the girl said, “I hare heeii near for 
the last half-hour and hare noticed two or three men hamr- 
ing ahont, and bj their furtive glances in the direction of 
the house I have no doubt that thev are watching it I 

w 

had to wait until there happened to be a group of people 
before the door, and then slipped in behind thenij and got 
in without, I am sure, their having seen me. I have been 
uneasj as to how we should leave, for if thej saw a partj 
of three or four issuing out together, one of them would 
be sure to follow ’’ 

They were now upstairs. The fact that Agnes was in 
the same disguise as herself freed Katarina from the shame- 
facedness that she would otherwise have felt at being seen 
by Dame Margaret in her present attire. 

“ You are well disguised.*’ the latter said as she entered 
" I no longer wonder that you are ahle to go about as a boy 
without suspicion; you looh one to the life, while Agnes is 
so awlrward that she would be detected in a moment"” 

“ She has not had the practice that I have had,’ Katarin.i 
said with a laugh , “ the awlrwardness Trill soon wear off if 
she has to dress like this for a short time. As for me, I 
have learnt all a boy’s triclcs and ways. I can whistle and 
shout Tvith any of them, can quarrel, and bluster, be saucy 
on occasion, and have only once been in trouble.” 

“How Tvas that, Katarina ?*’ 

“A boy who was a bit taller than I ran ag-ainst me and 
declared that it was my fault., and gave me a cuff on the 
head. I might have run away, and of course I ought to 
have done so, but I was angiy, for he really hurt mej so I 
had to do what any boy would have done, and I flew at 
hiTTi so fiercely, and cuffed and scratched and locked so 
savagely that at last he turned and ran He had hit me 
too, but I did not feel it at the time, and next morning I 
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was all sorts of colours round the eyes Father was veiy 
angiy, but when I asked what else he would have done if 
he had been cuffed, he could not tell me I had a very 
impoitant message to caiiy that morning for him At first 
he said I could not go out in that state , but, as I told him, 
I had never looked so much like a boy before ” 

All were glad when it became daik enough for them to 
make a stait The men and maids had all been sent awaj’^, 
and none lomained save Maitio Leioux and his wife They 
weie not in any disguise, but were unapped up in cloaks, 
and in the badly-hghtcd stieots could pass unrecognized 

“Do 5’ou go out fiist, Master Aylmer,” the silvei smith 
said “ I hai o no feai of anyone v atching behind, for it is 
not likely that any of them know of this entrance to my 
house, still, it IS as well to make ccitain When you get 
out of the lane you had best stay thcie until the others 
haio passed on, then you can follow them We will wait 
for a few minutes after they have gone, and lock the door 
behind us You have not forgotten where you are to find 
ns ” 

“ K^o, I have the name and house right Shall I ask foi 
you as Mnltro Leioux'?” 

“I haic not thought of that ICo, it vill be better, 
pcrlnp« to ask foi Philip Sampson, it were ju^t as veil that 
none should know my name there except Lepelleticre and 
his ” 

As ainmged Guv vent out first, there vas still baht 
enough foi him to m.ike his iviy along the narrov lanemth- 
oiit fdhngoioi piles of dijtand rubbish that at some point- 
abuost blocked it The street into whuh it opened vas 
also V %erv iiMTOi” one, and noonev >s ’d'ont In <a imnu’e 
Dime ^!a'g-l’lt v.dkii’g vuh Kutariiri, and with Agoes 
clo'C I'oliiiid, holding Ckvrlic’s hand, hi'n. 
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“It IS all quite clear,'’ lie said. Keeping some fifteen 
yards behind he {ollo\\'ed them until they enteied a broader 
stieet Thcic Averc a good many people about heie. The 
neaiest Avay irould haA'c been to haie ciossed the load 
and passed by another small stieet facing that from Avhich 
they had come, but somewhat to his surprise they turned 
and went along the broader street. Ho soon acknowledged 
to himself that this was the insei course, for there were so 
man^T people about that their passage Avould be unnoticedj 
while in the narixiw lanes some rough fellow might haA'C 
accosted them Keeinng always in frequented streets they 
made a long detour before they i cached that in which the 
count resided, and it was with a feeling of gicat reh’ef that 
Guy saw them enter the house He himself, as airangcd, 
did not approach it for another quarter of an hour, then he 
wont and knocked on the dooi with his hand, which wiis at 
once opened by Katarina 

“ All is well,” she said, “youi lad}" is in the room Avhero 
you fiist waited — my father is wnth hei.” 

As Guy entered the count was just saying “Yes, it 
would ceitainly be best, madame, that your daughter should 
continue at present in that disguise. In the fiist place, sbe 
Anil get accustomed to it, and should she haA"C occasion to 
move again she Ai'ould be able to do so Avithout attracting 
notice, in the second place, it would be desirable that, even 
accidentally, no one should kuoAv that theie is a young lady 
of her ago here I haA'c no Aisitors save on business, but 
possibly either she or your boy might come out on to the 
stairs Avhen one is going up or doAni It avouM be un- 
foitunatc that he should sec them at all, but if it Avere but 
a boy he c.iught sight of he Avoiild not at any rate associate 
them with youi party. These precautions may seem to 
you absuid, but it is often by little accidents that things 
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are discovered wlien as it seemed everytiung had been pro- 
vided against ” 

“ I shall not mind,” Agnes said “ IVhen I first went out 
it seemed dreadful, but when I found that nobody noticed 
mo I began to be accustomed to it, and as your daughter is 
diessed as a boy too I shall not mind it ” 

“I shall not like being diessed as a girl,” Chaibe said 
sturdily 

The count smiled “Well, we will see what we can do 
in yoiii case, anj’^lioiv, you must keep on that diess foi a 
da}’’ or two And now, Guy, about y om self I have arranged 
for you to lodge inth a man who gets news foi nio, it is in 
the butchers’ quaitei, which is the last place where anj-one 
would think of looking for you Besides, theie you will see 
all that IS going on I have two other disguises in addition 
to that I sent you, one is that of a yoiuig butcher, another is 
that of one of the lads who live in miseiy, vho sleep at the 
inaiket vhoie they can cam a few sous by doing odd jobs, 
and beg oi steal when they can do nothing else I hear that 
you hnic also ai ranged foi a shelter in the quaitei between 
the walls, that too may bo very useful, and it will be veil 
foi you to go thither to mon ow and arrange «:o that you 
can bale a place to go to vhen you choose, it vill doubtless 
be much nioic pleasant for 3 on there than in the market 
qiniJcr. Lastly, I haao got you a arhite hood, vhich mai* 
be most useful of all’’ Gii}' looked surpnsed “Hence- 
fouli,” the count vent on, “vbito is to be the butchers’ 
colour All vho march this cicning are to be so clad, and 
as cnpjj j{ ji; a to-moriow. mil find three-fourths 
of the people neiring n, for not to do so vjll bo taken ns a 
slcm of hns*’lu3 thoir factiun. Tlivs vj]] ha%e sMj^d 
b\ th.s t.ru'. ard if il pleases 3 ou to put on the liutch-r’s 
dre^s the vhuo hoi>d oiC” it tot can ndnole fn 
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safety wit'll tlicui and see all that is done; then nlien they 
return to tlicir qnaitor, on can go with them The house to 
n Inch you arc to go is the third on the left-hand side of the 
Kuo dcs Couto.\ux i\ry man lodges at the top of the house, 
the room to the left wlieu you mount tlic stau — his name is 
Simon Kouchcr Tlic lane is at the hack of the hutchci's’ 
market The man has no idea who you arc I hai c simply 
told liim that I imll send a young man to help githcr news 
for me of what is going on, that you would woik separately, 
hut that ho was to do all in his powci to aid you, and that 
at any time if he ■wanted to send a message to me and could 
not liiniself come, lie was to intrust it to you, and similaily 
he was to hung any message that you might want to send 
to the spot ivhcic he moots my messongei. The man woiks 
foi one of the Thiboits He docs not know "who I am, 
hut I think he hoheves me to be an agent of Burgundy ’s, 
and that I collect the infoiniation so that he may he pii- 
vately informed of what is doing. I have encoumgod that 
idea, because it is moie likely to keep him tiuthfnl to mo, 
since he would think that wcie he to play mo false the 
duke would see that some hum oi other befell him Tlioie- 
foie, it IS as M'oll that jmu should diop a woid as if by 
accident that will confiim that notion, and ivill load him to 
behove that, you too aic woiking under the orders of the 
duke This will lull any suspicion that ho might feel on 
sooing, ns he must do, tint- you live in a position fni highei 
than would appeal fiom yom gaib And now, if .ion 
Avould sec to-night’s doiugvS, you had best put on that 
disguise and the white hood, and bo off without delay; 3'ou 
will find the things in the lOom above '* 

In a few iiiinutos Guj- was rcadj^ to stait He could not 
help looking AMtb disfavour at the gieas.y and stained gar- 
ments, and ho put them on mth an ccpiession of stioiig 
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disgust The two suits that he had. tahen off he made up 
into a bundle, placed the disguise he had hi ought mth him 
until them, putting up sepaiately that of which the count had 
spoken, and which was so lagged and duty that he inwardly 
hoped he might nevei be obliged to assume it, then he 
wont downstairs again He had stiapped lound his waist 
a heavy sword placed beside the clothes, and earned in 
his hand a short pike Dame Maigaret smiled when he 
onteicd, and Kataima laughed aloud at the expression of 
his face 

“Tiuly, Guy,” the foimei said, “you might go anywhere 
in that garb without a soul suspecting you This journey 
nith me is leading you into stiange disgiuses and adven- 
tuics, nhich will give jmu much matter foi talk when we 
aic safely back at Summeilo} ” 

“ I have left mj^ othci disguises above," he said to the 
count “ The decent one of an apprentice I have placed n ith 
in)f own clothes, and mil take them mth me to any lodging 
that I may get among the carpentcis, but that beggar suit I 
mil take to Simon Bouchers the next time I come I 
suppose you would not insh me to come hei e dm ing the day ” 
“ No, unless it is i eiy important, and to that end I think 
you had bcttci cany the apprentice’s disguise abo to lour 
lodging m the market. You vould not gam favoiii among 
the cai pouters wore } on to go among them in the dic'^s you 
now wear, and your calling upon me heic in yoim appren- 
tH'o’sdic'= would excite no attention, theicforc, if you have 
need to come here during the dav, you had bo't come as 
an appiciUirc, ’ 

(tUV now went dowm into the sticct through which (he 
b ucl'c* ' fo’xe w’ould pa*-?. In a ‘^bort time be !ie.iul aiKcn 
dud '•oui’d and on tluy cumo ahmg a host of anned men 
lie ft-il in tninoticed near the he id of the column So 'U 
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aft^r lie had joined them thej halted, and three or four 
knights came up and entered into conversation mth their 
leaders Guj recognized among them Sir Robert de JIailly, 
Sir Charles de Lens, and several otheis of the household of 
the Duke of Burgundv. These talked foi some time "Nnlh 
the Sieur de JacquemUe, Governor of Paris, vrho had jomed 
the hutcheis faction and was now riding at the head of the 
column, whereupon the force went no farther, but turned 
and retraced its steps Guy wondered greatly wheie the 
butchers could be going, but soon found that they were 
making for the Bastille After much parley between Be 
Jacque'\*ille and the governor, the latter consented, on the 
order of the Duke of Burgundy’s friends, to hand over to 
them Su* Peter des Essars and his brother Sir Anthony, 
who were both supporters of the Orleanists and had come 
to Paris secretly, and had by the orders of the Duke of 
Aquitaine been admitted as guests to the Bastille 
These were marched back to the Louvre, the gates of 
which were opened by the orders of Burgundy’s friends, and 
the two knights were thrown into the prison of the palace 
On the way back the houses of a very rich upholsterer and 
of a cannon-founder of great repute, both of whom had 
withstood the butchers, were broken into and their owners 
both murdered After this the mob marched to the house 
of Maitre Leroux Iso reply being given to then’ summons 
to open, an attack was made upon the door While they 
were engaged in doing this, screens of wattles covered 'with 
two or thi ee thicknesses of hides were placed so as to shelter 
the assailants from the arro'ws that had proved so deadly on 
the occasion of their last attack. It was thus evident that 
the outrage "was a planned one Guy looked on "with some 
amusement until the door gave way undei the action of 
some verj* heavy sledge-hammers -melded by a party of 
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biaATOy sraitbs, the moment it did so the ciowd made a 
tremendous lush 

So great was the pressiue that man}* weie throum down 
and trampled to death m the doorway It was not long 
before several of the mndows were thiown open and voices 
shouted dovni that the house was deseited A yell of fury 
buist from the crowd below, but the pressuie at the door 
Avas even greater than befoie The loss incuired dming 
the first attack had caused all but the bravest and most 
determined to hang back somewhat, now, however, that 
it seemed that the silversmith’s stores could be ransacked 
Avithout danger, all weie anxious to haie a hand in it 
Picscntlj’^ one of the leadeis appeared at a casement on the 
first floor and waved his arms for silence The roar of 
voices ceased and the man cued 

“Citizens, ’tis of no use to pi css forward into the house, 
not only has the traitor and those with Inm fled from the 
just A eiigeancc of the people, but he has taken aAvay Aidth 
him the Avhole of Ins siherwaic ” 

A yell of disappointment and rage rose, then as it ceased 
foi a moment a A'oice shouted out 

“They aie tniiig to cheat ns mv friends, those who got 
111 first have diA'idcd up the spoil and in'sh us to haA’c no 
sh.vic in ik’’ 

This caused .1 ficsh ontbmst of commotion At a signal 
from the leader aboA e a nnnibci of aa'cII armed men, Avho Averc 
OAidontU a sou of body-gund, pic':>'ed foinaid to the door 
and diOAO bick the ciOAvd auiIi blow'^ fiom the ‘=taAC'“ of 
their pike^ Prcsoiuly those A\ho had entered begin to 
pout out, and in i ipiarterof an houi the bouse A'a‘' ckarul 
A'^ soon as ii n <.o the AAiiidons a; ere ht nj> by a lurid 
bglil A'h’cli *-hont.d rii.t It hul been ziul fluj*'. uid 

the 1 •'nios Aviy burst out ihio igh the a.'Craen*'- 
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Satisfied ivitli Laving done this the butchers returned to 
their quarter, and Guy mounted to the chamber of Sunon 
Boucher. The man had eiideutly just returned, as he too 
Tvoie a U'hite hood. He had been cairying a torch in tbe 
procession, and this ivas stuck into a nug on the ivall 
‘ Well, comrade,’ he said as Guy entered, “I suppose 
you are the man I ivas told vrould come here to-night ’ 

“I am so,” Guj' said “I should have been here before, 
but I joined the procession, as I guessed that you ivould be 
there also ” 

“Yes,” the man said, “though I should not have gone 
had I not thought that more would come of it What have 
we done 1 Captiued two kmghts and killed two bourgeois * 
Pooh, It did not need five thousand men for that” 

“ Yo, but It was just as important as if we had killed a 
bundled ” 

“ How so ’ the other asked. 

“Because it has shown the Armagnacs that Paris and 
Burgundy are as united as ever, and that they wiU stand 
no intngues by the court party.” 

“That is true We are all sound here, there weie but 
five thousand out to-night, because that was enough foi 
the work, but there will be four times as many next time 
we go to the Loui're To-morrow mormng, you know, 
we are going to pay a visit to the Duke of Aqmtaine at his 
hotel, to teach that young man that he has to do as we and 
Burgundy order him, or that it will be worse foi him ” 

“So I understand,” Guy said carelessly “As long as all 
hold together in this quarter everything 1X111 go right My 
duty principally is to find out if there are any signs of 
wavering, there are no signs, of course, among the butchers, 
but some of the others aie thought to be but half-hearted 
“ The butchers and skniners are all right, never fear,” the 
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man said, “ and if tlieie aie others in the quarter who may 
not bo quite so hot in the matter as we are, they know 
bettci than to open their mouths Of course, in the other 
quarteis there may he a stiong paity who would thwart us, 
the smiths and the caipenteis and masons aie ever jealous 
of us of the markets, but they have no leadeis, and hold 
not together as we do Besides, they know that we have 
Buigundj’’ with us, so whatever they think they aie not 
likely to say much, foi if it came to a battle we could 
sweep them out of the city ” 

“Yes, yes, I know that there is no fear of that, the gieat 
thing IS to make sure that some of those who seem to bo 
hottest in the matter, aie not talang money fiom the other 
party, there are one or two I am specially to obseive ” 

“I understand you, conn ado I myself have never had 
much confidence in John de Troyes noi his medical students 
Ho IS good at talking, no one mil deny that, but foi my- 
self I would rather that ve kept among oui selves and had 
nothing to do v ith such cattle, v ho have no intei est in the 
piiiilcges of the giulds, and vho take pait mth us no one 
knons vhy But I am sleepy, that bundle of fiesh ruslics 
m the coinei is youi';, I got them in the haj’-maiket to-day 
vhcii I hcanl that you wcic coming You can keep beside 
mctomouov moiiiing and I mil get you a good place in 
the niuk-- Fiom ■whence shall I '=ay that you come, as manj 
mil idc the (picstioii, ^ccing that your face is sti'angc?” 

“You can “Jay I am fiom Xaiicy ” 

O'!, tint mil bo good enough, that is the right qinitor 
of 1 ruKO foi a man to Inie come fivnu jmt at pie-cnt ” 

Onv \s thi'iiiughlv fiti^^ued with the long cvcucnicnt 
of the nay At clcNcn in the moining e\cr\ ‘hin'a: b id been 
iro'.ng on a*- d, in^w I> Marcarct and the two thihlrtn 
Vile in I'lvMii'n her fo ’r lUf " fnc’li'-cs, an! l\ 
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was Tirtimlly in a state of insuiTection against tlio roval 
antlioiity, stirred up thereto hy the Duke of Burgundy, 
who had thus openly leagued himself with the scum of 
Palis. That what he had seen that evening was hnt the 
heginning of a series of cnuieSj Guy could not douht^ and 
although this man had expressed his confidence in the 
powei of the marlcet-inen to sweep the craftsmen out of 
Paris, he felt sine fioin what he had heal'd, that this could 
not he done until a fierce and doubtful battle had been 
fought in the stieots. At eight next morning he went ont 
with his companion 

*‘It is well not to go into a place where we sh.ill meet 
many till yonr face is better known,” the latter s.iid: 
and he led the iray to .a small imfhh' a quarter of a mile 
away. Here they sat down and breakfasted, then they 
lotiirned to the maiket where the 'Wliite Hoods were inns- 
tonng. Simon, who w.is eiddently well Iniown to most of 
the bntcheii^ took his place near the head of the column, 
.and at nine o’clock it got into motion \Micn it issued 
from its own qiiaitero it was eiddent that its approach 
excited general appiehension The streets weie deseited 
ns it passed along Hone of the casements were opened, 
and .although the traders dared not put np their shntteis, 
none of them appeared at the doora, Avhero their .apprentices 
and workmen gathcied to look at the pioccssion P.issmg 
.along stc.idily and in good order, and headed as hcfoi e by 
the Icnights of the Duke of Burgundy’s household, they drew 
lip before the pilaco of the Duke of Aqnit.iino Caboche, 
John do Troyes, and one of the butchers entered the house. 
The gnai'ds hawng no oi'dei's. and seeing how strong was 
the force that was at thcii bick, did not ventnro to appose 
their entrance, and tliey pushed on into the piivnte apait- 
raents of the Duke and infoimcd him that they, on behalf 
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of tlie good to-svn of Pans and foi the welfare of Ins father 
and himself, requued the deliveiy to them of ceitain traitois 
now in the hotel 

The duke, fmious at their insolence, told them that such 
affairs were not their business, and that there were no tiaitois 
in the hotel. In the meantime many of the White Hoods had 
followed their leadeis, Simon and Guy entering inth them 
They scattered through the apartments and seized the duke’s 
chancelloi, the Duke of Bai, a cousin of the king, and tweh e 
othei knights and gentlemen, some of whom were in the 
apai tment of the Duke of Aquitaine himself ^Wiile this as 
going on the Dukes of Buigund}’^ and Lorraine arrived, and 
Aquitaine, turning to the foimer angiily, said 

“Father-in-law, this insuircction has been caused hy your 
advice, those of j’^our household aie the leaders of it, you 
shall some day repent of this The state shall not be 
always governed accoidmg to jmur inll and pleasure ” 
Ilovcver, in spite of his indignation and remonsti'ance, 
the twehe gentlemen were earned avay and confined in 
diffeient pii«ons, and picscntl3’ disco’veiing the king’s 
soci clary, the} killed lum and threw the body into the 
rner Tho} compelled the Duke of Aquitaine himself to 
leal c his palace, and v ith the king, Ins father, to take up 
his abode in the Hotel de St Pol Placing a stiong guaid 
round i^so as to piei ent them fiom leaiing Pans, the mob 
then conq'olled .dl the nobles and eien the prelate=, thc\' 
met, to put on vhite hoods, .ind their leaders sent ofi lettei > 
to the chief toum in Pi-ance to infonn them that vhat the\ 
had done for the m elf ire of the king and kingdom, ind 
ivquiring them to m'e ,iid should there be .in\ nect'-'Ui 
fo" it tlu'V then pnbh<ln.d .‘ti edict in the name cf tlx 
king I wlermg th a n ^h(udd b„ p'av-I ibne'i 'i: baihwxJ. 

t"*’ .t to ut'dt.' pc! ib\ of do ith nd cc’,fxe,ato»-j of 
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goods, stoTiId ober "ariT summons from their supgmor loid 
to taie Tip arms or to trouble the Idngdom The mad Idng 
mas made to sign tins afr.er the Tnkes of Aguitaine, Terri, 
and Lorraine, and other nobles of the connail hadpnt thai 
names to it 

At nine o’clock that erening Grny Trent to the sgnaxe 
before d^otre Lame. Here many groiips of people irere 
talking orer the events of the day, Gny had, as soon as he 
left the market qnarter, taken ori" his Trhite hood, and 
before starring he put on ins dress as an apprenlice There 
mas no donbt that the opimon of the gi eat majori'^ of those 
in the square mas hostile to the authors of the events of the 
day, and that the consternation among the dtisens mas 
■very great. After thus forcing the great nobles to obey 
their Tvill and outraging the palace of the Luke of Aquitaine, 
there mas no saying to mhat length they mould go, and fears 
mere expressed that ere long they might sack the mhole of 
the better quarters of Paris. 

It mas so evident, homever, that they had the support of 
the Luke of Burgundy that no one sam any may out of 
their trouble, and that nothing but the arrival of apomerfnl 
army of Orleanists could rebeve them from their peril 
As Guy had no real expectation of seeing any of Ids fol- 
lomers, — although the gates had been opened ihat afl.ernoor 
after the seirure of the knights, — he attended more to the 
conversations going on about him than to the matter on 
mhich he had come Presently, homever, he sam a rough- 
looldng fellom matching him attentively. He malked dose 
to him, but not recognizing Mm mould have passed on, had 
not the man taken a step formard and said in a lorn voice: 

‘“Yilleroy]'’ 

“Is it you, BoberM in faith I did not recognize you in 
that attire " 



THE lilASTERS OF PARIS. 


241 


“And I was not suie that it was you, Master Guy, I 
should certainly not have Imown you by your face Your 
figuie and ivalk, when a short distance awa}^, attracted my 
attention, and knowing your disguise was that of an ap- 
prentice I made sure it was you Then as you came closer 
I doubted, and though I ventured upon saying the name of 
our lord, I scarce thought that you would reply ” 

“ YTiere aie the others, Robert 1 ” 

“ They aio wallnng about separately seeking for you "We 
are to meet on the steps of the cathedral at half-past nine ” 
“What has become of Tom?” 

The man laughed “If 3'ou will come along this waj", * 
master, j^u will sec ” The}’- vent to a quiet corner of the 
squaie As tho}^ approached it they heard angiy voices, 
and standing under a lamp Guj'- saw a tall man of mid and 
unkempt appearance, with black ban and a begiinied face, 
and a basket of vegetables strapped to his shoulders, tliieat- 
emng angril}’^ mth a staff thiee or four gamins who weie 
making fun of him He spoke in a mid, incohcicnt wa}’’, 
and seemed to bo half-i\ itted 

“YHiat aic jmu worrying this poor fellow foi?” Robcit 
said angrily to the boys “ If you do not be off, and that 
qnicklv, I will la}* my cudgel about your shouldcis ” 

Tins till oat was much more efficacious than tho'c of the 
Inlf-mtted man had been, .iiid the boys at once took to 
then hccK The tall man shuffled towards the ncw-comci •= 
"Is It really aou, Tom? ’ Guy s,ud in a low tone 
"It is TOO, snre enough, Mister Guy I should not know 
masclf. and am not suiprisod tint you do not know me. 
in f nth. my back athes anth valking vith a stoop, an<I tnv 
log^ mth shaffiing alouir as if I hafl ll e in--’ of tht ’*1 

Inste d skjiping out m*”, fully --h mIP Yk r .c 

ht. O'd id ‘■fOvCe doing-- — th u t'lC 1 ut-'-t'Ct'' 1 .ao. with tho 
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countenance of Bin gundy, bearded the Dulce of Aqiutaine, 
and even carried oif some of his fiiends from before his face, 
also that the houses of three of those rvho had mthstood 
them had been burned, among them that of Maltre Leroux, 
also that tu o traders had been IdlJed, though ivhich tiro tliey 
ivei e ive have not been able to learn.” 

“All is ivell, Tom; our lady and her children n’cre safelj’ 
bestowed, as rvas al'jo the silversmith and his wife ” 

“I am i-ight glad of that; they were a worth}’- couple 
And so his house is burned and saclcedl” 

“Burned, but not sacked, Tom; for he had, before they 
came, stowed away m a hiding-place nheie they could not 
be found all those chests of his, and not a single piece of 
silvei feU into the hands of the butch eis ” 

“That was well done,” the archer said, rubbing his hands 
“ I should like to have seen the dogs’ faces v hen they hurst 
in and found nothing And my bow, blaster Guy?” 

“ I fear that the flames will not have spared it I went 
past the house to-day, and nought but the bare walls are 
standing ’ 

At this moment the bell of the cathedral struck the half- 
hour, and Bobert Picard said “Will you stay here, blaster 
Gu}’- 1 I must go and meet the others, and forthwith bring 
them to you here ” 


CHAPTER XIV 

PLAA’A’IA'G JIASSACRE 

F t a short time Robert Picard returned mth his two com- 
panions, and lea-ving the square, the}' all went along the 
quays to a quiet spot “We cannot be overheard here,” 
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Guj'^ said, “and non", in the first place, let me laioiv' hoir 
you have faied I Icneiv that j’ou had got safely avay, for 
I ivas neai the gate of St Denis vheii the Durgiindians 
fought their ivay out, and I sair you follovr.” 

“Wo had no difficulty,” Eobeit Picaid said. “We ■went 
into the wood, and thence I went acioss to St Cloud and 
bought these garments that you see us in, and we hid away 
our steel caps and harness in some bushes in the heart of 
the ^\ood, wheic thej'^ aic not hkel}’’ to be found Then 
aftei a long talk with Tom •\^e agieed that he had best go 
as a half-vittcd man with a basket of vegetables for sale, 
and I went into St Cloud ag:un, dicssed as I now am, and 
found a little shop vhcrc they sold lags and old gaiments, 
and got Ins outfit for a couple of fiancs, and dcai at that 
We thought in that w ay he would not ha\ e to say much, 
and that any confusion of speech would be set down to the 
fact that lus brain was weak. Ilcarmg that the gates \\eie 
open this afternoon, v c came m ]ust before they were closed 
for the night We lia\ c got a loom in a lane which honest 
folk would not caio to pass through even in daylight, 'tis 
a mIc hole, but coii'^oits well with oui appc^irauce ” 

“I wall li} and find you a bcttoi place lo-monow, IJobcrt 
I am going to «Ge the people with whom Marti e Lerouv is 
m hiding I lioai tint thc\ hate no syni]iatln with Ihc'-c 
butchoi-^, and when I tell them that \ou are «tout fellows 
and goivl fightcis nictliiiiks they will find (piartcr-' for ton; 
and ^ ou laiy be able to put on safer dneui-'C' than liuibC 
YOii Wear at picsont, oveept tint of Toms whah I think 
wo cannot better Bes dc^ he can be ibert cimctlj, and 
need nets e'«e]/t when he cbo I'O'', "^illv out I rn tU ata 
lobnt'u V jnc'eni emene; the batcKi' 1 l'c.a>' i! .a 
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liaTo escipod fiom. Petris, l/Pey ^11 laj* iaiids on ns tcij 
soon 

“I shonH like to lay Lands on n fcTr of thoni lajsoli, 
Llast'Or (liiy, Tom said earnestly, ' say ont in iLnt irood 
tLcrc rritL a gnaTter-stafr, and to deal rritL foam of them at 
n time Tliey Lave Lnmt my Lon-, and I sLaH not ^get eren 
■vritL tLem till I Lare cracked fully a dosen of their skulls ” 
I shall Lb likely to Le near you in the quarl.er Trhere I 
Lope to get you lodging, Tom, for I too am going to LauB 
a room there, though I shall generally lire trhere I notr 
am, as I can there oLlain uctts of all that is going on, aaid 
might Le aLle to Tram our lady in time if they should got 
any ncTvs that may set. them on her track. Heard you 
aught at St Goud of any Orloanist gathcaing^ ’ 

‘‘ I heard a good deal of talk ,aLout it Lut nought tor 
certain^ Lut mctliinks that ere lo:ag they Trill Le stirring 
again The nerrs that I hare heard of the insolence 'of the 
moL here to the Puke of Aquitaiue, and of the scisuro of 
their friends ttLo Trerc Trith him, is like to set them on rire, 
for they Trill sec that .all the promises made Lj Purgnndy 
meant nothing, and that, rrith the aid of tire Parisians, he 
is determined to exercise all authority 5u the stata aud to 
hold Aquitaine as ttcH as the Idng in his harrds^’ 

The next morning G-ny Trent to the house of Maltrc de 
LepellelieTa and inquired for Philip Sampson kfaitre 
ieroux Tvas in 

•“I hare spoken to my friend aLout yon, ho said, after 
they had talked utst the events of the last tTro tlays, '"riand 
he has arranged for a room for you in a house three doors 
.aTray; and I have no donLt that your four men can Le 
lodged there also, for ’ris a large house, and is let out, for 
the most part-, as he told nni, to iourneynren carqrcntei's. 
But rincD the trouLles Legan there has Loen little Luilding, 
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and men wlio can find no vorlc lieie have moved avay to 
seek for it in places less afflicted these tioubles That 
js one of the leasons ivh}’’ the carpenteis have not made a 
fiimei stand against the butchers I vnll ask him to come 
up heie You abeady loioiv him, as you have spoken vuth 
him several times vhen he vas looking after his men putting 
up the nciv dooi-s ” 

The master caipentei soon came in “I mU gladly get 
a lodging for your men,” he said, vhen Guy had exiilaincd 
the matter to him “We may come to bloivs inth these 
maikct people, and four stout fellovs aie not to be despised 
There mil be a meeting of the council of our gmld this 
afteinoon, and on my recommendation they mil give me the 
nccessaiy documents, saying that the men — you can give 
me then names — haie recened pci mission to ivoik as 
cai pouters in Pans They can then put on di esses suitable 
foi craftsmen, and the papeis mil suffice to satisfy anyone 
ivlio may iiKpineaslo thou business I think that your 
tall archci nnv safclv l.iv aside the dismiise vou sav he has 
assumed, it might be likely to get him into trouble, the 
change in the colour of the liaii and the darkening of his 
eiobions chould be tjuitc sufficient disgime, and if he is 
ilvA}s vhen abioad vith one of his comnidcs, he has but 
to keep his mouth shuts and if <picst!oned the man mth him 
can s,iv that he is dumb" 


“Tint Mould bo excellent, ' Guy said "and I am grcatlv 
obliged to % ou PonbtlcsSj too thev Mill soon make ac- 
quarv uue M*ith sonic of the other Morkmen, ‘"d hy mixvng 
vnh t’’i’"'<' tktro miU be lo-s susp cieu cited lb ui if t^’cv 
I'l ivs Meat lbc>"t t''>g0tln ’ 


“I Mill ud 
Mo'k t " rn*, 

1 no or V f 


iMV f uom lU to p c'j’ut ll t' I'' r "n c t -i 
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room for you. It, miglit bo useful, loo, u ere I to give you 
n piper of npprouticeslup, aud if you rroro similaily intro- 
duced. In tliot CISC it uiiglit lie couveuienl to exchange 
the smill room that I liave talcen for you for a huger one; 
05 nu apprentice you umuld ordimuily lotlge witli your 
master, and if you did not you mould scarce liave a room to 
youi'self. but more you to lodge uutli your four men it mould 
seem natniul enough 

"Tint mould be a c;ipital phu, l^hiiJre Lopelletiere,” 

■‘‘You see,, iii that miy, too," the cm pent er arcutou. “you 
u'onld only Inve to place a pi ink on your shoulder and then 
go mhere yon null ivithont exciting the least ntlention I 
Aiill furnish yon mitb a list of the houses mhere I have men 
at moik, and tbis again mould be an assistsance to you It 
is mv foi email mho took the lodging for you; I am expect- 
ing him here shoi tly for ordei's, and he shall go round mith 
you As you s.iy th it your felloms arc dressed at present 
in rough fashion it inll ho as moll that they should prmido 
themselves mith thoir ncm disguises before they come here, 
as, if they mere seen in thoir proscul guise, it, mould prepidice 
them mith the others in the house, for cmftsmcn look doavn 
greatly upon the rough element of the street.” 

“They shall do so,” Guv siid, “and I 'will come 'with 
them myself this evening.” 

Guy jiresontlv ment, in vutli the foreman and arranged 
for a large attic mith a dormer miiidoAv, at the top of the 
house. At mid-day he met Tvobert Picand and told him the 
airaugciuonts that Ind been made, supplying him mith 
money for the pnrchiso of the four dresses. “As soon as 
it becomes d irlc,” he siid, “yon had best go to some ipiiet 
spot and change them Priug the clothes yon nom have on 
in a bundle, for they may yet prove useful, and meet me at 
eight o’clock it the coiner of the Unc des Fosses.” 
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Guy then went to the Italian’s and told Dame Margaiet 
of the aiiangements he had made 

“ Since you have managed it all so ivell, Guj", I am glad 
to hear that the men are all back in Pans Ibefoie washed 
th.it they should make straight foi Yilleioy, but since they 
are so safely bestow cd it w’cie best peihaps that they should 
bo within icach Long Tom is the only one I shall feel 
iinxious about, foi of com'so he is less to disgiuse than 
the otheis ” 


“He has plenty of shrewdness, mj' ladj", and will, I haie 
no doubt, play his pai t well I know that I mj self feel 
■very glad that theic arc four tiuc men upon whom wc can 
icly if any ditliculty should aiisc ” 

“Some evening, mother,’ Agnes said, ‘'when I have 
giown moic accustomed to this boy’s dicss I will go with 
Kataiina to this house so that I can cair}’ a message there, 
should she happen to be away when theic is need for send- 
ing one ’’ 

D\dy Margaret hesitated, but Guy said “ By your leuve, 
my ladv, I llunk that the idea is a veiy good one, saving 
that 1 niv'-elf will escort the two ladies iheie as soon as 
Mistress Acnics feel'^ confident cnoutrh to so 

“In that ca«e 1 should have no objection, Guy Under 
voui charge I have no doubt Agnc^ would bo peifoctlv ‘-ife, 
but 1 could Innilv biiiiginv^elf to let her go out without 
C'lOit in <0 Wild a tjty as this is it pie"ent " 


I ho luilnn an<l hi^ daughter pi eseutlv Joined tiicui, "'ud 
hc-’'d With sit'-f.^ctiou w hire Guv and the four imti hid 
I'ht virel i vU* hvlmuu 

“ S 'i! ho Kv d, “ 1 ‘•hu d 1 .uKi=o V ou s "-b < •> 
" V O"-- \,y x)u' n at hi'-jdeci' S mo i j- r< ’ the - >"t 

^ ^ I ‘".tp- ' Ui'U V II 1 w oi'd t h '"'• ■* I b “vi. o d V ^ 'j hu'i i nr , 
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me again — for none of those ■with irhora I have dealings 
know’ w’ho I am or w’hcre I e — but tliat once "was siifiicient 
to show mo that the fellow* nught be trusted to sene mo 
w ell as long as he W’as paid w ell, especially as he believed 
that I W’as an agent of the duke’s, still, he is a lough and 
A’ery unsavoury rascal, and had I been able to think at the 
moment of anyw’here else wheio yon could foi the time 
safelj’- shelter I should not have placed you w’lth him.” 

“I do not mind,” Guy said, ‘‘and at any late w’lth him I 
have opportunities of seeing w’hat is going on, as, for example, 
w’hen they insulted the Duke of Aquitaine, and it is coi- 
tainly w’oll to be able to leain w’hat the intentions of the 
fellow’s aie As an Englishman I care nought foi one paity 
or the other, but as one of gentle blood it fills me with 
anger and disgust to see this rabble of butch eis and skinners 
loiding it ovei nobles and diagging knights and gontlcmoii 
aw’a}"- to piison, and if it w’cie in my power I w’ould 
gladly upset their design, w’cio it not that I know that, foi 
my lad3'’s sake, it w’cic well to hold myself altogethci aloof 
fiom meddling in it ” 

“You aie light,” the Italian said gi’avely “I myself am 
caieful not to meddle in an}' way w’lth these afians I try to 
leal n w’hat is doing, because such knowdedge is useful to me 
and gams me ci edit as w’cll as money w’lth those w’ho consult 
me, and may possibly be the means of saving their lives if 
they do but take my w’arning Tims, hai’ing learned w’hat 
W’as proposed to be done ycsteiday morning, I W’as able to 
w’arn a cei tam knight w’ho visited me the evening befoi o 
that it might cost him his life w’ere he to lemain in Paris 
twelve hours Ho w’as incieduloiis at first, foi I w’onld gne 
him no clue as to the nature of the danger, howevoi, by a 
little tuck I succeeded in impiessing him sufficiently foi 
him to lesolve to Icaie at daybieak This ho did, at least 
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tliey searclicd foi liuxi in I’ain at the Duke of Aquitaine s, 
and therefore I have no doubt that he took my adnee, 
engjiged a boat, and made his escape b}" the nver It was 
his fiist nsit to me, and I doubt not that henceforth he unll 
be a valuable client, and that he v*ill brmg many of his 
friends to me If I mistake not, I shall have moi e oppoi turn- 
ties of doing such sei nces and of so inci casing my i epu tation 
ere long ” 

Foi a time things vent on quietl}*. Tom and his com- 
panions -wcic on friendlj’ terms inth the othei men in the 
house, uho all believed them to be cai penters ivho had come 
to Pans in search of employment Long Tom was supposed 
by them to be dumb, and ncvci opened his lips save v hen 
alone nith Ins companions, and seldom left the house The 
1 oom was altogether unfurnished, but furniture was regarded 
as bv no means a necessitv in those days Five bundles of 
Indies foimcd theii bed«, and Gui*, as tlieic nas little to 
loam in the markets, gcncralh* slept there An earthenwaic 
pin, in uhich buined a thaicoal fire over nhich they did 
nil It cooking was noLCSs.uy, a lough gridiron, and a cooking 
P'H Aveio the only p^uch.l^cs tint it was necessary to make. 
Shcc'' of Lnoul formed their plattci^ and sited them all 
tionble in the m utcr of nadung up IV idling was roughlv 
jieifotmed .it a noil in the court-vaid of the home 

Things had ron quit Vd don n so much th it a comidcrabic 
number t'f gioit nobles reburied to Pari' foi tbc ling bad 
non a bn id intci \ .d .Vmong ihcui w ere the Dukes of Bo’ n 
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that tlie buteheis "^veie only biding their time to get as 
many fish into them net as possible, and that when they 
n-oiild dra-vv it they ivould obtain a great haul You hai e 
not been doivn theie foi some time, it irere best that you 
put on your butcher s gaib again and endeavour to find out 
vhat is intended ’’ 

“ I vas expecting you,” Simon said, vhen that evening 
Guy entered his room “ There ivill be a meeting at mid- 
night in the butchers’ hall, and I cannot talce you in ivith 
me, but I vdll teU you what happens ” 

“ That will do as well as if I went myself,” Guy said, 
“though in truth I should hlce well to see one of these 
coimcils ’ 

“ ISTo one is admitted save those known to be, like myself, 
thoroughly devoted to the cause ” 

“That I can well understand, Simon, a traitor might 
mar all their plans ’ 

“Some time I may take jmu,” Simon said, “for doubtless 
I could smuggle you in , but to-night — and he hesitated, 

“ to-mght it will be speciall}" important, and they have to 
be more particular than usual as to who aie admitted ” 

Guy noticed the hesitation, and replied carelessly that one 
occasion would be as good as anothei for him, and presently 
lai^ down in his corner. He wondered to himself what the 
business could be that his companion was endently anxious 
that he should hear nothing of He might ivish that ho 
should alone have the ment of reporting it, or it might he 
something that it was deemed the Duke of Dm gundy him- 
self, the butchers’ fnend and ally, would not approve of 
At any rate he was determmed, if possible, to find it all out ; 
he therefore feigned sleep At eleven o’clock Simon got up 
and went down; Guy waited for two or three minutes and 
then rose and followed. As soon as he was out of the 
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dool lie made direct foi tlic ball of tbe butebers’ guild He 
knew that Simon ivas not going straight there, as the meet- 
ing ivas not, he said, for an bom, and that he irould bo 
stoppmg to diink at some cabaret Mith his associates The 
hall was but a short distance away 

't^Tien Guy approached it he saw that as yet it was not 
lighted up. On thiee sides it was surrounded bj’’ a gaiden 
with high trees, neai the front entiance some triventy men 
wcie gathered tallung togethci He, thcicfore, went round 
to the back, several trees grew near the wall, and the 
branches of one of these extended over it With considei- 
able difficulty Guy succeeded in climbing it, and made bis 
way along the branch and got upon the top of the nail 
This was about fouitecn feet high, and, loweiuig himself by 
his aims, he diopped into the garden and crossed to the 
building He took off his rvlntc hood and thnist it into his 
doublet The wmdons uoie six feet from the gioiind, and 
were, as usual at this time, closed by uooden shutteis on the 
iiiMdc rutting his fingeis on the sill he raised himself up 
Thcic plenty of room foi him to stand, and, holding on 
bi the lion bar', he took out Ins dagger and began to cut 
a hole in the shutter 

The nood is old. .ind aftei half an hours h.iid woik he 
sun ceded in m 'king a hole three inches long and an inch 
iMde By the time this vas rinidiod tlie hall liad been lighted 
upvuh toiihes .uid men v ere pouring m thumcih tbedooi- 
-1’ the (’the! cid Acto" the end next to bun v as a plat- 
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sleppod for-vrard from the otliers on tlic plauoTm and stand- 
ing an front of tlie a-aldo, addressed Hs comnades 

■‘‘My fnonds,'’ Jae saad, '‘it as time that tre trcrc at trotlv 
again. Paris is Pocoining infcslod lay enemies of tlic people, 
and 'vre annst and oaarselves of a-hem. The nobles arc 
asscnablod for the pnrpos.e, as they say, of being present 
at the marriage of Louis of Bavaaia Trith the trido'vr of 
Peter de ISTavarre, bial 'cre Icnorr tvcll enongh that this is 
hnt a pretext, they haa'c come to consult hoar best :dicy ean 
oTcrthro-^ the poarer of onr Pnlcc of Bnrgandy and suppress 
tlio liberty of tbis graat city. The gncslaon as, are tro 
lamely to snhanit to tliis 

A deep shont of “Kob” ran throngh the mnltatnde. 

“Yon arc rights me adll not snbmit AATre me to do so 
me knom tli.at it mould cost the liams of all those mho hare 
anade themselves prominent in the defence of the liheitics 
of Paris; they anight CTcn go so far as to snppress all onr 
priTileges and to dissolve onr guilds. In this anatter the 
Duke of Bnrgnndy hesitates and is aiotanclhied to go trith 
aas to the full, boat me Parisians mnst yidgo for onrsclve.'s^ 
mliat is aiocossary to be done. The dnke has fnmished ais 
math a list of tmelre names; these men are all dangrrons 
and ohnoarioaas to the safely of Paris. But ihcre amist be a 
longca list, me mnst strike at. onr omai enemies as mcll as 
at those of the duke, and the conneal has therefore prepared 
a list of sixty naanes, mhich I trill road to joai.” 

Then, taking ont a roll of paper, he amad a list of loads 
and gentlemen aaid also, to Gnys indignation, the aiames 
of several ladies of rank. 

■“Tlicse poophe,” he s.dd mheai he had haiished, ■“are all 
obnoxaons, and maast he cast aaato prisoaa They amast be 
tried aaad coaidemaaed 

lEven amoaag the greater portion of those present ihc 
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boldness of a proposal that would array so many powerful 
families against tbem created a feeling of doubt and besita- 
tion The bolder spirits, however, burst into loud applause, 
and 111 tins the others speedily joined, none liking to appear 
moic lukewaim than the lest Then up rose Caboche, 
a big, burly man mth a coarse and brutal expression of 
face 

“ I say we want no tnals,” he cried, stnlring one hand 
on the palm of the other “As to the number, it is well 
enough as a beginning, but I would it were six hundred 
iii'^tead of sixty I would that at one blow we could destroy 
all the nobles, who live upon the people of Fiance. It needs 
but a good example to be set in Pans for all the great towns 
in Fiance to foUoiv it Still, paltry as the number is, it mil, 
as I said, do as a beginning But theie must be no mistake, 
if trials they must liai e, it must be by good men and tnie, 
uho mil know what is necessarj’’ and do it, and who will 
not stand upon legal tricks, but mil take as evidence the 
fact that IS known to all, that those people arc dangerous to 
Pans and arc the enemies of the king and the Duke of Bur- 
gundy Last time wc vent, ue marched vith five thousand 
men. this time wc must go mth tventj thousand They 
must SCO vlnt foicc wc ha\c at our command, and that 
Piri'' IS moio powerful than any lord or noble c^cn of the 
hmhest rank, and that our alliance must l>e courted .and our 
uMlom obeyed Tlio Duke of Burgundy mar pretend to 
fiomi, but at heart he mil know that wc .arc acting in his 
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ho IS not with us now. Foi' myself, I am glad that Pc 
JacquoMllc and his langhls mil not this tunc, as last., iido 
at our head, ’tis host to show them that Pans is inde- 
pendent oven of Pui'gund}’, and that vhat wo will vo 
can do ” 

The hall rang with the loud acclamations, then John dc 
Ti oyes got up again. 

“I agieo, A\o all agi'oo, mth every v'ord that oui good 
friend has spohen, and can Avari'ant mo that the judges 
shall ho men in vhom avc can ahsolutolj tiust^ and that 
those Avho enter the prisons mil not leave them aln c The 
day after to-nioiiOAV, Thursda}^ the 11th of hlay, a\o shall 
hold a gi cat assembly, of which avo shall give notice to the 
Icing and the loyal dukes, and shall make our proposals to 
the Duke of Aquitaine Noav, my fiicnds, let each come 
foi'AA’ard Avith a list of the numhei of his fiicnds aa’Iio he Avill 
engage shall ho present on Thui sdaj' ” 

At this point, Guy, seeing that the main business of the 
meeting had been dcclaicd, and that thoio noAV loniamcd 
hut to settle the details, got doAvn from his post With the 
aid of some lA^y he climbed the Aiall and dioiipcd doAvn bc- 
3 ond it, and made his Avay back to his lodging When Siiiioii 
leturncd an liour later, Guy A\’as appaicntly as fast asleep 
as liofoi c When sleeping at the butchci s’ qnai tor ho alivays 
1 oso at a A'ory early hour, so that none Avho might liaA'O 
noticed him in his butcher’s attire should see him go out in 
that of an appiciitioo, and ho Awas obliged to Avalk about for 
some timo bcfoio he could c.all at the count’s As soon as 
ho thought that they Avould be hkcl}' to bo stining ho 
knocked at the door. TIio old Avouian opened it 

“Is your master up yet?” he asked 

She nodded, and Anthont fni tber question be made his 
AAAaj’ npstaii-s to the Italian’s chambci 
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“You are early, ]\Iaster Aylmer,” tlie latter said in sur- 
prise as lie entered “Have you news of importance^” 

“ I liaA e indeed, Coiuit,” and lie at once I’elated all that 
ho had heard thiough the hole in the shutter. 

“ The insolence of these people surpasses ah. hounds,” the 
count said angiily as he walked up and down the room. 
“Were there any force in the town that could resist them 
I would warn the Duke of Aqmtaine what was intended, 
hut as it IS, nothing would he gained hy it You can 
only reniemhez the eight or ten names that you have given 
mel” 

“That IS all, they wcie names that I was familial with, 
while the others were sti-ange to me ” 

“Two or thiee of them I can at least save from the grasp 
of these rascals,” he said, “ hut I mil take them aU don n 
on ray tablets YTiat need ivas there for you,” he went on 
after he had done this, “ to run such nsk as you did — for 
you would assuredly have been killed mthout mercy had 
ihoy caugh\ you spying upon them — when Simon, who you 
say u as piescnt^ could haicsent me full p irticulars of all 
tint p issed T* 

Cu\ <ated Ins reasons for fancying that upon this 
Oi-t.asuin Simon did not intend to send a full accounU 

“I thouglit so hoforo I st irtod, ’ he said, “but Inn veil 
a^nued of It mIicii I heaixl tint, although Eurgundi had 
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liam 1D tlidr plans, lie 'vnll s.'^y notliln^ tliatin%lit CTalil? 
Burgundy to tlnrart tliom ” 

“ Ii I tlionglil. tli.-y, Bnrgiindy conld, or 'vronld do so, I 
>ronld Inform Mm ns orcll .os Apnloinc rrliat 5s doing? Imt 
In tlio drst, place lie lias not tlic porrer, and In tlie second lie 
M'onld not liare tlio 'will, liVliat arc a few score of IMcs to 
linn, and tliose mostly of men of llic Orleanlst faction, In 
comparison witli tlie support of Paris ? I am Toxed, too, at 
tills f.rllnrc of Simon, tliat is to sty, if It lie a failure That 
'ire sli.ill knoiY by inld-d.iy, kly d nigliter 'will mectliim in 
tlie Place do GrCvc at eleven, .and are sb.all bear trlien slic 
comes bade bo'w mneb be b.is told ben T am going after 
breakfast to my bootb outside tlie w-ills, wliore yon first 
stw me, I must send notes to tlie tlirec gentlemen wbom 
I know, begging them to see mo tliore.’” 

'“Can I tKake tbem for yon? I bavo notblng to do, .and 
shall bo glad of anything to occupy me,” 

“I sb.ill be obliged if yon will? yon are sure to fnd tbem 
in at tin's bonrP’ 

Ho s.at downand •wrote tbrec short cDmmnnic.ations Tlie 
wording w.as ideiitiail, bnt the times f xod for the interview 
were an hour apart.. They r.ni as follows; 

Ml/ Lot d-, — Gmisnltmg the sfais last mglii 1 jlnd iMi da/iga 
menaces gav- If may 5^ avciicd if gmt gini Taih mhen gnn 
oecehc ihh, foi it seem’i to me that it is heie emly fhai yem sojcfi/ 
is menacel Should yon mish to eonsnlt me hefoic doing so, esmu 
Igvay yov., to my booth in thej'aii at two, ont esme mannted- 

Instoad of a signature a cab.alistic fgnrc w.as dr.a'wn below 
it, and tlien the words were added; 

The Imiei can l>c tuistcd 

The slips of parcliracnt were then rolled np and scaled; 
no addi cssos were pnt on 

“If tbev question yon,” be s.aid, “say nothing, save that 
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1 told you that the mattei contained in the letter -was sine 
and ceitain, and that a gieat risk of life would assuredly he 
lun unless my adnce was taken Deliver them into the 
hands of those they concern, and trust them to no otheis, 
Master Aylmer If you cannot obtain access to them, say 
to the varlets that they are to inform their loid that one 
fiom the man in the Eue des Essarts desires urgently to 
see them, and that should be sufficient if the message is 
given If they refuse to take it, then I piay you wait out- 
side for a while on the chance of the gentlemen issuing out 
This, on which you see I have made one dot, is foi the 
Count de Eennes, who is at present at the Hotel of St Pol, 
being in the company of the Duke of Bern, this is foi Sii 
John Eembaiilt, who is at the Louvie, nherc he is lodging 
mth the goiernor, who is a relation of his, the thud is for 
the Lord of Eonbaix, -n ho is also lodged at the Louitc ” 

“ They shall hai e them,” Guy said as he placed them in 
his doublet, “ if I hai c to stop till midnight to get speech 
with them, the mattci of waiting a few hours is but a tuflc 
m compaiison with the life of a man. I would that I could 
wai n othei s ” 

The Italian shook his head “It could not be done 
vithont gicit danger,” he said "Weie you to cany an 
anonjmous Ictiei to other*? lou might be seired and ques- 
tioned The throe to nhom ton now carry iiotcc ha\e all 
roivon foi knowing tint my predictions arc not to be 
dc'pised. but ibc others iioiild not acccjit anv v ’niinct fioni 
an unknown person They might take it for a ploU ''I’d 
you might be mterrog'itcd ml cion put to tort me to di- 
coMr who '’'*0 and who*'ce ion ol>t aned thn rifoata- 
tu-n Tbimr- n.-' : cu th^v me. ir^ 5’% tin? n i 
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may giow. Moicovoi, ymi have no riglife to inn a lislv for 
stiangois wlicn your life may lio of lital soivicc to your 
misti css Slionld you succeed in handing those t In on let (el's 
to tlie gentlemen to ■whom t.hcj* aio witfen hynoon, I shall 
be fflad if you avill bun" the news to mo at mv booth, and 
I shall then be able to tell jmu howmucli infounation the 
butoher has sent of the piocecdmgs last night'’ 

Guy went first to the Louvic As inanj^ jicople were 
going in and out, no question "was asked Inm, and on leach- 
ing the cnti-anee he inqiincd of some a allots standing there 
for the lodgings of the Loi'd do Eoiibaix and Sir tTohn 
Ecmbanlt 

“I am in the sernco of the Lord do Loiibaix, what 
Avonld yon nith him?” 

“I am chaigod with a message for liim; I was told to 
deliver it only to himself.” 

“Fi'om Mhoni do ■\*ou come? I cainio! dislinb him vith 
such a message fi om I know not who 

“That is reasonahlo,” Guy loplicd, “but if yon tell him 
that/ 1 come fioiii the man in the Luo des Essjirts I iiarmnt 
that ho will SCO mo You don’t suppose that I am joking 
with yon,” he went on as the a allot looked at him sii^:- 
picioiisly, “nheii I should likely be ivliipped foi my jiain^- 
If yon Aidll give the nicssago to yoiir loid I doubt not that 
ho M ill give me audience.” 

"Follow me,” the vailet said, and led the awy iipstan^ 
and tliioiigh soveial coiridois, then ho motioned to him to 
Avait., and ontcied a loom He lotuincd in a mimito 

"kly loid will see yon,” he said, and led the wav into 
the room "This is t.lio person, my loi-d,” lie said, and then 
ictiicd 

The Loi'd of Loubarv: aatis a tall man of some foi (y 
of ago Guy boAved deeply and handed to him the roll o 
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parchment The count bioke the seal and read it, and 
when he had finished looked fixedly at Guy 

“The wTitei tells me that you are to he trusted?” 

“ I hope so, my lord ” ' 

“Do you know the contents of this letter?” 

“I know so much, my loid, that the imter told me to 
assure you that the mattci w.is urgent, and that he could 
not he mistaken as to what was wiitten in the letter ” 

The count stood iriesolute for a minute or tuo, then he 
said 

“ Tell him that I \nll act upon his adiuce He has hefore 
now pro\ ed to me that his gainings aic not to he neglected. 
You seem hy yoiu attiio to he an appi entice, young sir, 
and } et your manner is one of highei degicc ” 

“Disguises aio convenient in times like these, my loid,” 
Guy said 

“ You aic light., lad ” Ho put his hand to his pouch, hut 
Guy diev hack vith a smile 

“Ko, mvloid, had you oficicd me gold hefoie 3'ou rc- 
mailccd that I vas hut plai'ing a pait, I should haie taken 
It in onlei to keep up that pait, os it is I can refiuc it 
vithout loui con'sidcrnur it •'tniiure that I should do <^0 ’ 
Tlic count smiled “ Whoeicr jou aic, you are shicnd 
and hold, 3'oung cn I shall douhtle^': see you vheii I 
loUirn to Tali': 

Guj’ thou left, and deliieicd the other tuo nii‘:‘:i\es. 
In each c.ue tlius-e who iveenod them snnjilv lotuuicd an 
au^'WC'' ihu iho)' would he at the place at the hour named. 
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“I doiiljfc, lioTrevci',’' lie said, “irbetliei either of the three 
gentlemen Anil bo lieio at the time appointed, for thcAMiite 
Hoods are ■\ratchiim at the ipito ’ 

“I tliink that they will not stop nnyone to-day, l^Iaster 
Aylmer They intend to make a great haul to-morrow, and 
would not 'vi'isli to excite suspicion by seizing anyone to-dry 
'Were it Icnown that they had done so, manv others who 
hare x'eason to belioxe they aie obnoxious to Biugundy or 
to the Pai'isiaiis, might concc,il themselves oi make tlieii 
escape in raiious disguises I liwir that a request has been 
made that a deputation of the citizens of Paris shall he 
received by the Duke of Aquitaine to-morrow moining. and 
that the gieat lords may be piesent to hear the request and 
complaints of the city.” 


CHAPTER XV. 

A RKSCUE 

a UY had found his mornings hang hc.avy on his hands, 
as of course he had been obliged to give up attending 
tlic fencing-school Going doini to the river now, he s.it 
there watching the passing boats until ncJirly one o clock, 
and then retmned to the fan. Befoic reaching the booth 
Ivahirina joined him 

“ I h ive been w.at clung foi yon, JMonsieiu Guy. “P.ithei 
said it w-is .as well that you should nok twice in a dav, be 
seen entering his place He bade me tell you that the three 
gentlemen have been to him and vdll not re-enter P.iris 
“Did you see Simon this moining?” 

“ Ves, he only told me th.at the maiket men would have 
an intciview with the Duke of Aquitaine lo-moirow, and 
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would demand tlie anest of those whom the Duke of Bui- 
gundy had pointed out as his cnomies He said that they 
would go in such force that the duke would he unable to 
lefuso thou request Although it was so carl}’’, I think that 
the man had been drinlnng My father, when I told him, 
said I should go no more to meet him ” 

“I am vciy glad to hear it," Guy said “He is a low 
scoundiel, and though I say not but that the information 
obtained from him may have been of some adi'antage, for 
indeed it ■« as the means of my being enabled to save oui 
lives and those of my Buigundian fnends, I like not the 
thought of your going to meet him, and I am suie that if 
he wcic to take the idea into his thick head that it uas 
not foi the advantage of the Duke of Bin gundy that the 
infoimation he had given was being used, he is cvipablo of 
denouncing you ” 

"I did not mind meeting him,” the girl said “I never 
went into the loiigh quaiteis, but alnays met him in one 
of the better squaies or sticets Still, I am glad that I 
hai c not to go again I think that he had been di inking all 
night, and inth his unwashed face and lus bloodshot eyes 
and his foul attue I vas ashamed eien in my piesent drc'^s 
to speak with him ” 

“I hope that 1 have done anth him too,” Guy said “Of 
coni=c, for mv inictrc's’s '^ike, I shall go again if there he 
aught to be learnt by it, but as it scorns he is now no 
longer to be tnu^ted it is not likely that any adiantatre is 
to be gamed by vnitme: him Howeacr, I shall hear a\hat 


aoarfatbet think': tins cneninc: ’ 
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Anil feel aggrieA'ed I myself sliall go lu disguise to monoAr 
to meet him in the Place de Grei’e, and teU him that for 
the present theie Anil he no occasion for him to come to the 
rendezvous, as the events of the meeting AA’hich aauU have 
taken place before I see him shoAv that there can he no 
doubt that the butchers are leadj' to go all lengths’against 
the Orleanist party, but that if any change should occur, 
and private information be required, you Avoiild go to his 
lodging again I shall make no allusion to his having given 
me none of the names saA'e those furnished by the duke, 
or remark on the strangeness that, haAung been at the 
meeting, he should have heard nothing of the measures 
proposed against the others, his oAvn conscience Aidll no 
doubt teU him that his failme is one of the causes of 
my no longer desiring any messages from him I have 
other means of gaining information, as I have one of the 
medical students A\-ho foUoA\* that cracked-brained fellow, 
John de Troyes, in my pay. Hitherto I have not employed 
him largely, but shall now, if need be, avail myself of his 
seiAUces But I do not think that I shall have any occasion 
to do so After the demand by the Parisians for so many 
nobles and sientlemen to be arrested it Avdl be clear to all 
adhering to Orleans that Pans is no longer a place for them, 
and eA'en the followers of Burgundy Anil see that those the 
duke regarded as his servants haA'e become his masters, and 
theie Anil but few persons of quahty remain m Paris, and 
therefore, '^aA’e when some citizen Anshes to consult me, 

I shall have little to do here saA'e to carry on my Avork as a 
quack outside the gates Even this I can drop for a time, 
for the people of Pans aviU not be inclined for pleasure 
Avhen at any moment there may be fieice fighting in the 
streets I shall be weU content to look on for a time. 

I have been almost too busy of late And it was but yester- 
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day that I received news fiom a Carthusian monlc, — whom 
I thought it as veil to engage to let me Icnow what is 
passing, — that there have been debates among some of the 
highei cleigy upon reports received that peisons, e’vudently 
disguised, call upon me at late hours, and that I piactise 
diabolic’aits A determination has been ai rived at that an 
inquisition shall be made into my doings, my house is to be 
seaiched, and myself arrested and tiled by the judge for 
having deabngs "^vith the dcAul This nows much distuibcd 
me, however, when you told me that the Archbishop of 
Bomgcs was among those on the list of accused, and also 
Boisiatiei, confessor to the queen, it is undent that these 
good ecclesiastics mil liaA'c ample mattei of another sort to 
attend to, and are not likely to tioiible themselves about 
sorceiy at piescnt ” 

On the follomng morning some tv elve thousand T^^lltc 
Hoods marched to the Hotel de St Pol, and the loaders, on 
being admitted, found all the gio^it loixls assembled After 
making vaiious piopositions they presented a loll to the 
Duke of Aquitaine containing the names of those thej’chaiged 
with being liaitors He at fiist lefiiscd to take it, but 
so many of their follov eis at once poui ed into the gicat hall 
that he vas obliged to do so, and to read out the names 
Tventy of those mentioned in the list vere at once, in spite 
of the piotest of the duke, anosted and carried off, a pio- 
clamalion vas made In sound of trumpet in all the sqtiaics 
of Palis summoning the other foi t\’ named to appo.ir v ithm 
a fov days, under penaltv of ha\ing their piopcity confis- 
cated A veek later the knm. Inmim lecoiered his he iltli, 
vent to the chuich of Xotre Dame he and all the nobles 
vith him vemne white hoods Four d.ns latex the 
Paii'-inis rose again, sewed the gates, drov up the bndges. 
pi iced stiong guards at cich pouit, and a coxxlon of armed 
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men outside tlae Trails all Tonnd ilie citj, to prcTcnt any 
from escaping Isj letting tliemselves donrn from tie mails. 

Parties of ten armed men mere placed m ereiy street 
and tie sheriffs and other leaders marched a lara:e hodr of 
men to the Hotel de St. Pol and snrrounded it hy a line 
three deep They entered and fonnd the Idng, dnlces, and 
nohlcs all assemhled in the great hall. 

They then ordered a Carmelite friar, named Hnst-ace, to 
preach to the Idng, He tooh for his text?, “Prccj:*;' ihe 
I/jrJ Icqj flic dh], ilic loafchnan imlcih hvf m wah”, and 
npon this disconrsed on the had state of the government 
of the Idngdom, and of the crimes committed. The chan- 
cellor of Prance demanded of the friar mhen he had con- 
cluded vrho mere those mho had incited him thus to speak, 
and the leaders at once said they had done so, and called 
np a number of other leaders, mho on bended knees declared 
to the king that Pather Eustace had spoken their sentiments; 
that they had the sincerest love for the Idng and his family, 
and that mhat they had done had been for tie meHare of 
himseP and the Idngdom While this mas going on, the 
Duke of Eurgundy, at once indignant and alarmed at this 
insolence of the Parisians, had gone ont^ and, finding the 
lines of armed men surrounding the hotel, had earnestly 
entreated them to retire, saying that it mas neither decent 
nor expedient that the king, mho had but jnst recovered from 
Hs illness, should thus see them drama np in battle array 
round his abode. Those he addressed replied like tbe 
leaders mithin, that they mere there for the good of the king- 
dom, and then gave him a roll saying that they should not 
depart until those -written on it mere delivered np to them. 

With the names of Louis of Bavaria, five knights, an 
archbishop and priest, mere those of nine ladies of high 
ranl^ including the eldest daughter of the Constable The 



A RESCUE 


265 


duke found that neithei his authority nor powers weie of 
the slightest avail, and returning to the queen, showed her 
the list She was greatly troubled, and begged him to go 
with the Duke of Aquitaine and beg the Parisians ih her 
name to wait for eight days, and that she would at the end 
of that time allow them to airest hei brother. The two 
dukes went out to the Parisians, but they positive!}' lefused 
to grant the request, and declared that they would go up 
to the queen’s apartments and take those named by force, 
even in her or the lung’s pi esence, unless they were given 
up On their return to the queen they found Louis of 
Bavaria and the king with her On their report of the 
Paiisiaiis’ demands the Duke of Bavana went out and 
begged them to take him into custody, and that if he were 
found guilty the}' could punish him, but that if found inno- 
cent he should be allowed to go back to Bavana, under a 
promise not to return to France again. He begged them 
to be content with taking him a piisonei, and to arrest no 
others 

They would not, however, abate one jot of then pi cten- 
Bioin, and the v hole of those demanded wci e at once brought 
out, including tlic ladies They vcrc put two and two on 
hoiseback, each horse escorted by foui men-at-arms, and 
ucre carried to various pn-^ons The Duke of Burgundy 
nou, with his inual craft, piofcssed to be veil satisfied vitli 
what the Parisians had done, and handed ovei to them the 
Duke of Bai and the other prisoiiei-s confined in the Loin re, 
for u hose =ocmit\ he had solemnly pledged himself The 
Pan'll in'! then obliged the king to appoint twchc Icnighl'!, 
iiominatcd by thcm=elvcs, and six eximmoi's, to try the 
p!i=!iiners and punish all found guilty, vhile the dukes were 
obliged to draw up a '^Uteuicnt and -end it to thcUnnot^ily 
foi then seal of appio^al of what had been done 
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The University, howevei, to tlioir honour, stood fimi, and 
■while king and nobles had quailed before the "siolence of 
the croM^d, they declaied in full council bcfoic the king that 
they "would in noinse intermeddle or advise in the business; 
and that so far from having ad^^sed the ariest of the dukes 
and othci piisoneis, thej’^ weie much displeased at^^hat had 
taken place The Univeisit}'^ was a powei , its biuldings 
weie stiong, and the students were numerous, and at all 
times ready to take pait in brawls agauist the Parisians, 
and even the butcheis, violent as they were, weie afraid to 
take steps against it 

They foiesaAv, however, that the position taken up by 
the Universit}’^ might lead some day to an inquii}'^ into 
their conduct, and thercfoie obtained fiom the king an 
edict declaiing that all that had been done was done by his 
approval and foi the security of his peison and the state, 
and that the aiicsts and impiisonmcnts weie therofoie to 
bo considoiod and regarded as having been done foi the 
tiue honoui and profit of the croivn, and that he accoidingly 
commanded all his counciUois, judges, and officeis to pio- 
claiin that this was so in all public places This was signed 
by the king in council, the Dukes of Beiii and Burgundy, 
and seveial other nobles and ecclesiastics, by the Chancellor 
of Biugundj'^, and other knights attached to the duke 

]\Iany nobles quitted Pans at once, eithei openly oi in 
disguise, including many of the Buigundian paity, vlio 
Avere to the last degree indignant at Avhat Avas going on, 
for the mock trials Avei o at once commenced, and iiiaii}’^ of 
the piisoneis, Anthout legaid to sex, AA'eio daily eithei put to 
death in prison oi di owned m the Seine Some of the bodies 
AA'oie exhibited on gibbets, the heads of others Aveie fixed 
on lances, and some of them Aiore beheaded in the maiket- 
place During this time Pans icniaincd in a statoof teiror, 
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bands of armed butclieis parading the stieets iveie loud in 
tbeu threats as to what would be done to all who did not 
]oin heartily with them None of the better class ventiued 
fiom their houses, and the mob were absolute masters of 
the city The leaders, however, maintained for the time a 
ccitain degree of Older For the time they were anxious to 
appear in the light of earnest fi lends of the hang, and as 
cai lying out in Ins name the punishment of his enemies 
But many tumults, murdeis, and conflagiations occurred in 
the city, and the countij’^ in gcneial soon peiceived the real 
nature of their doings It was known that the Orleanist 
f 01 CCS Aveio maiching against the city The Count d’Eu 
had left Pans and ictuined to his estates, wheie he raised 
two thousand men-at-arms and marched to Yei neuil, whei c 
the Dukes of Oilcans, Biittany, and Bouibon weie assembled, 
with a numbei of great loi ds, among whom wei e the Counts 
of Vcttiis and D'Alen9on, the king’s sons The formei had 
made his escape fiom Pans, and brought letters fiom the 
Duke of Aquitaine declaiing that he himself, vith the lung 
and queen, were piisoncis in the hands of the Parisians 
All these nobles met in a great assembly, and letters were 
wntlen to the king, Im gieat council, and to the Parisians, 
ordering them to allow the Duke of Aquitaine to go vher- 
01 Cl he pleased, and to set at libertj’ the Dukes of Bai and 
Bavaiia and all othci piisoner^ Should thej’’ rofiwe to 
comply, they declared nar against the town of Pans, vliicli 
they dedal cd they would dc'=troy, vith all inthin it except 
the king and the princes of royal blood The Paii'^ians 
compelled the king to send a friendl.t an'^ncr, putting them 
oft vith cxcu«c«, and m the meantime to despatch com- 
ini'^s'iiics to all the ton ns and baronic'; of France asmnng 
them tint the tinls and executions of the traitor® h'^d been 
fauly conducted and then guilt proicd and calling uivui 
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sucli agentj and tins matter must be inqniied into "We ■will 
toke liim ^Titll us to tlie maiket, they ■will soon find means 
of leaiuiug all about him and his employ'd.” 

Guy felt at once that if Katarina •were cairied to the 
butcheiSj not only -would the consequences to hei-self be 
teiriblCj but that she ivonld be forced to make such dis- 
closures as -would lead to the arrest of the count, and to the 
discovery of Dame Maigaiet He detennined at aU hazaids 
to get her out of these men’s hands The girl made a sudden 
attempt to fiee heiself, slipped from the grasp that one of 
the men had of her shoulder, dived between two otheis, 
and would have been off had not Simon seized her by the 
ai-m Guy spi nug foi ward and thi ew himself on the biitchei , 
and mth such foice that Simon rolled ovei in the gutter. 

“ Run, mil < ’ he shouted at the same moment to Katarina, 
who daited down a lane to the left, while he himself ran 
forward and turned down the first lane to the light -a-ith 
the three men in hot pursuit of him Young, active, and 
nnencumbeied by annour, he gained on them rapidly; but 
when he neai ed the end of the lane he saw some five or six 
AYhite Hoods, whose attention liad been called by the shouts 
of his pursuers, running to meet him He tmned and i-an 
back tin close to those who had been follo-wing him, and 
then suddenly sprung into a dooiway when they weie but 
thiee 01 four paces fiom him They weie unable to check 
their speed, and as they passed he brought his swoid do-wn 
on the neck of the one nearest, and ns he fell to the gioimd 
Guy leapt out and ran up the stieet again He had gone but 
ten paces when he met Simon, who lushed at him furiously 
with an uphfted axe Springing aside as the blow descended 
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lie delivered a slaslung cut on tlie butcher’s cheelt, dashed 
past him, and kept on his way He took the first tiu'ning, 
and then anothei, leading, hke that in which he had been 
intercepted, towards the rivei His pursueis weie fifty 
yards behind him, but he feared that at any moment then 
shouts would attract the attention of another patrol Moie 
than once, indeed, he had to alter his direction as he heard 
sounds of shouts in fiont of him, but at last, after ten 
minutes’ running, he came down on to the mam thorough- 
fare at the point wheie the stieet leading to the bridge 
across to the island issued from it 

His pursuers weie still. but a shoit distance away, for , 
flesh paities who had joined them had taken up the chase, 
and Guy was no longer luiimng at the speed at which he had 
started. His gieat fear was that he should be stopped at 
the gate at the end of the bridge, but as there was no feai 
of attack this had been left open, so as not to inteifere with 
the traffic between that quarter of the city on the island 
and those on the opposite banks Guy was now again run- 
ning Ins hardest, in order to get across far enough ahead of 
Ins pursuers to enable him to liide himself, when a strong 
patrol of some twenty "NMiitc Hoods issued from the gate 
at the other side of the budge 'Without a moment’s liesi- 
tation he climbed the pai-apet and tin ew himself oier It 
n onld. he knew, be as bad for his mistress weie he cajitured 
as if Katainia bid fallen into their hands, for if caught he 
fob mre that tortures nould be ajiphed to discoier nho he 
i\as and uhcie his mi'^tress avas hidden, and he bad made 
nj) his mind that if he w.as oa*ertakcn lie would fight until 
killed ruber thin be raptured 
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"When he cjimo to the surface of tlio ■water Guy -turned 
on bis back and suflered bimself to float do’vMi until bo lo- 
covoiod bis broatb ^^lion bo did so boi'aised bis bead and, 
ticading tlio 'water, listened attentively Ho was now nearly 
a quarter of a mile below tbo bridge. Tliero v aji no sound 
of sboiiting boliind biin, but bo felt sure that tbo pin suit 
was in no wa}' abandoned Already torcbes were flnsbing 
on tbo qiiaj’’ between tbe wall and tbo river, and in a short 
time others appealed on bis loft. On both sides there ivcio 
dark spaces ulioio tbo walls of the groat cbatoaiix of tbe 
nobles oxtondod down to tbo water’s side, and obliged those 
pursuing bull along tbo quays to make a dotoiii loiiiid tboiii 
to come down again to tbo bank Ho could hardly succeed 
111 I'cacbing one of these buildings without being soon, for 
tbo light of tbo toicbcs on tbo opposite shore vould bo 
almost certain to betray bis inovcnients as soon as be began 
to swim, and oven if bo did reach tbo sboie unsoon bo might 
at once bo banded oi oi to tbo White Hoods those in tbo 
hotel. Ho tberoforo remained floating on bis back, and in 
twenty minutes v as beyond the lino of tbo city Avail Ho 
could noAv snini Avitboiit feai of being discoA^eicd, and made 
for tbo soutbcin sboic 

It Avas noAV tbo middle of Juno, and tbo ai atei Avas fairly 
Awirm, but bo Avas glad to bo out of it So far as Guy bad 
bo.ud bo bad not boon caught sight of fiom tbe moment 
that be bad sprung fiom tbo biidgo It might avoH bo 
supposed that bo bad boon droAmed. Climbing up tbo bank 
bo g.'uned, after Avalking a quaitor of a milo, tbo foiest that 
suiioundcd Pans on .all sides Going some distance into it 
bo tin CAV bimself doAvn, aftoi first talang ofl Ins doublet and 
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hanging it on a bush to dry He had escaped the first 
pressing danger, that of being talcen and tortiued into con- 
fession, and the rest was now comparatively easj’- He had 
but to obtain another disguise of some sort and to le-entei 
Pans, he, would then be in no greater danger than before, 
for in the sudden attack on Simon, and in the subsequent 
flight thiough the ill-lighted streets, he was certain that 
beyond the fact that he was young and active, and that he 
was ondently not a noble, no one could have noted any 
details of his diess, and certainly no one could have had as 
much as a glance at his face 

He started at daybreak, walked through the woods up to 
Meudon, and thence to Versailles, which was then little more 
than a idllage. Bj’’ the time that he i cached it his clothes 
had thoroughly dried on him, and being of a daik colour 
they looked little the woise, save that his tight pantaloons 
had shrunk considerably The stalls nere just opening 
when he ai rived there, and he piescntly came upon one 
vhcro garments of all sorts were banging The piopnetor’s 
vnfe, a cheory-looking woman, was standing at the door 

“ I have need of some garments, madam,” he said 

“ You look as if you did,” she said v.nth a smile, glancing 
at Ins ankles “ I sec that you are an apprentice, and for 
that sort of gear you mil have to go to Paris, we deal in 
connin’ garments ” 

“That mil suit me well enough, madam The fact is 
that, as you sec, I am an appi entice; but hamig been badlv 
treated, and hiving in tnith no stomach for the frnis and 
al.vims m Pans (nhcrc the first man one meets mil stnhe 
one domi, and if ho slavs a on it luutcrs not if he but 
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shout loud enough that he has hilled an Orleanist), I have 
left nij^ master, and have no intention of lotiu’ning as an 
apprentice But I might he stopped and questioned at every 
place I pass thiough on my ivay home did I travel in this 
’prentice dress, and I would, theiefoie, fain buy the attire 
of a young peasant.” 

The woman glanced up and down the street 

“ Come in,” she said “ You know that it is against the 
law to give shelter to a lunawa}^ apprentice, but thoie are 
such wild doings in Pans that for mj’^ pait I can see no haim 
in assisting an3mno to escape, whether ho be a noble or an 
appi entice, and mothinks from your speech that you are 
as like to bo the former as the lattei But,” she wont on, 
seeing that Guy was about to speak, “ tell me nought about 
it M)’’ liusband, who ought to be hero, is snoring upstaiis, 
and I can sell what I will, therefore, look lound and talcc 
your choice of garments, and go into the parlour behind the 
shop and don them quickl}' before anyone comes in As to 
jmur oivii I vnll pay you what they are worth, for although 
those pantaloons are all too tight for those stiong limbs of 
jmurs the}’- may do for a slighter figure ” 

Guy was soon suited, and in a few minutes left the shop 
in a peasant’s dress, and made his way along the milage 
until beyond the houses Then ho left the road, made a 
long detour, and leturned to S6mes Heio ho fiist pur- 
chased a basket, which he took outside the place and hid 
in a bush. Then he went dovm into the maikot and bai- 
gained for vegetables, malang three ioui’ne3"s backwards 
and forwaids, and buying each time of diflerent women, 
until Ins basket was piled up Then he got a piece of old 
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rope for t'svo or tluee sous, slung tlie baslcet on his shoulders, 
crossed the ferry, and made for Pans He felt strange 
^snthout his sword, which he had dropped into the watei on 
landing, for although in Paris every one now went armed, 
a sword* would have heen out of character with his dress, in 
the country, and still more so in the disguise in which he 
had determined to re-enter the town He passed without 
question through the gate, and made his way to his lodg- 
ings As ho enteied Long Tom leapt up mth a ciy of joy 
“Thank God that you aie safe, Master Guy' 'We have 
been grievously disturbed for your safety, for the count 
came here eaily this mormng in disguise to ask if we had 
heard aught of you He said that his daughter had re- 
turned last night saying that you bad lescued her from the 
hands of the "White Hoods, and that beyond the fact that 
they had followed you in hot pursuit she had no news of 
j oil, and that the countess was greatly alarmed as to your 
safety. The other three men-at-aims started at once to find 
out if aught could be Icai nod of you I would fain have gone 
also, but the count said that I must bide here in case you 
should come, and that there was trouble enough at present 
nithout my running the nsk of being discovcicd Au hour 
since Robert Picaid returned: be bad been listenincr to the 
talk of the ^NTiite Hoods, and bad leained that one of 
tbcir number had been killed ami another soreh wounded 
bj a man who had rescued a pn=onei fiom the hands of 
.a patwil. He had l>cen chased by a number of them, and 
tinallv threw himself oil the bndge into the Seine to aioid 
fallj’.g into thou hinds. The general ide.a vas tint he vas 
one of the iiob'o« in dicgidse, of whom thci vere in starch. 
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and that the capture Avonld have been a very important 
one 

“ All agreed that he could never have come tip alive, for 
there tvei'C hands of men with toichcs along both hanhs, 
and no sign of him had been perceived. However, they 
are searching the river down, and hope to come upon 
his body cither floating or cast ashoie Robert went out 
again to try and gather more news, leaidng me welbnigh 
distraught here ” 

“ The story is true as far as it goes, Tom. I did catch 
one of them a baclv-handed blow just nndor his helmet as 
he laii past me, .and I doubt not that it finished him, as to 
the othci, I laid his check open It was a hot pin suit, but 
I should have got avoiy had it not been that a strong patrol 
came out thioiigh the g.ito at the other end of the bridge 
just as I was in the middle, and theie was no coui'se but to 
jump for it I thioist my sword into the sheath, and went 
over It added somewhat to my weight in the watei, and 
it sunk my body below the suiface, but with the aid of 1113^ 
hands paddling I floated so that only my nose and month 
Averc above the Avater, so that it is little Avondei that thc3’^ 
could not make me out I handed on the other bank a 
qiiaitci of a mile bc3^ond the walls, slept in the foicst, 
st.aitcd this morning fiom Vcrs.aillcs, Avhcio I got rid of m}’^ 
other clothes and bought these I pui chased this basket and 
the A'cgct.ablcs at StlsAucs, thou walked boldR’^ in No one 
could liaA’o seen m3’ face in the. d.arkness, .and thciefoie I 
am safe from detection, peihaps safer than I vois bcfoie ” 

‘AYell done, ]\rastcr Guy; they Avoiild haA’c killed you 
assiuedly if thoA’^ had c.anght you.” 
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“ It was not tliat that I was afraid of— it was of being 
taken piisoner You see, if they had captmed me and earned 
me before the butchers m order to inquire who I was before 
cutting my throat, they might have put me to the torture 
and forced me to say who I was,' and where my nusti-ess 
was in hiding. I hope if they had, that I should have 
stood out, but none can say what he ivill do when he has 
red-hot pinceis taking bits out of his flesh, and his nails, 
pel haps, being tom out at the roots So even if I could not 
have swam a stroke I should have jumped off the bridge ” 
“You did well, Master Guy,” the archer said admiringly, 
“for indeed they say that the stiongest man cannot hold 
out against these denlish toi tines " 

At this moment a step was heard on the stairs, and Jules 
Vaioy entered 

“The saints be praised*” he exclaimed as he iccognized 
Guy “ I thought that you weie di owned like a rat. Master 
Guy, and though Tom here told us that you could swim 
V ell, I nci er thought to sec 3 ou again ” 

Guv told him in a few words how ho had escaped, and 
begged him to c.arry the news to his mistress He was 
about to give him the address— for up till now he had 
icfrained from doing so, telling them that it was fiom no 
doubt of theii fidelity, but that if by any chance one of 
them fell into the hands of the YTiite Hoods the^* might 
ondcai our to vuing from them the secret, and it v as there- 
fore host thit they should not be burdened inth it — but 
the man stopped him 

“Ihc count told us tint he would be at his Ixioth at the 
nir at elevon o clock, and that if any of as obtained any 
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ncw^s Tvc Trerc to tokc it to hira tlicie He said that there 
■wore sereral parties of 'Wliite Hoods in the sfa'cets, and 
that as lie ir'cnt past he heard them say that the hoy of 
■vvhoni they Trere in search rvas a messenger of some person 
of importance at corrrt, arrd that dorrhtless the man rvho had 
roserred hnrr "was also irr the plot, arrd that a strict n’otch 
■rras to he kept on the quarter both for the hoy and for the 
man, rrho nras sard to he tall and yorrng. Simon, 'vvho had 
heen worrnded hy him, had declared that he knenr him to 
he connected vritlr the hoyj that he •was a yorrng marr 'uith 
dark hair, arrd -was m the hahit of arsing disgnises, some- 
times vreaiing the dress of an .apprentice, and at other 
times that of a hrrtehcr's assistant He said that he avas 
ahorrt tweirty-thrce.” 

Guy snriled. He rrndei stood that the hirtcher, who was 
a very powerftrl man, did not. lilro to OAnr that the man who 
had killed one of his comr-ades and had severely wormded 
himself was hut a lad 

“As you go, Jules,” ho said, “will you seeiMaitro Leroiix 
and ask him if he can come hither, for I would consult him 
on the matter.” 


CHAPTER XYI. 


THE ESCATE 

M AITRE LEROTJX came in shortly aftei Jules Taroy 
had loft He had not, until the man told him, lieard 
of tire events of the night before, and Guy had to toll him 
all about it before anything else was s.aid. 
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“ It was a lucky escape, Master Aylmer, if one can call 
luck what is due to thought and quickness Is there any- 
thing I can do for you?” 

“ This black hue that I gave my hair has been of good 
service to me hitherto, but as it is a youth with black hair 
that they are now lookmg for, I would fain change its hue 
again?” 

“"What dye did you use?” 

“It was bought for me at a perfumer’s in the Rue Cabot 
As you see, it is fading now, and the ducking last night has 
gieatly assisted to wash it out The shopman said that it 
vas used by court ladies and would last for a long time, but 
I have alieady had to icnew it four or five times I would 
now coloui' my hair a led or a i eddish-brown, if I cannot 
do that I must ciop it quite short It matters nothing in 
this disguise whether it is altogether out of the fashion or 
not What think you?” 

“Doubtless you could get dyes of any shade at the 
perfumer’s jmu speak of, for he supphes most of the court 
ladies Avith dyes and perfumes, and I should say that reddish- 
browTi dye would suit you well, since that diffei-s a good deal 
from youi hair’s onginal colour and still more from what it 
is at picscnt I vull ask one of Lepelletiere’s daughters to 
fetch It for you It would be better than cutting it shoi t, 
though that might not go badly inth youi jiresent disgmse, 
but should you need to adopt any other it would look 
strange, since in our days there is 'scarce anyone but v ears 
his hail doM n to his shoulders In the meantime I would 
have you ivash your hair several times inth a Icy of potash, 
but not too strong, or it mil damage it I warrant me that 
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toII ialro out the c2tc ^tqgelhiDr; hint he sure that jouirash 
5t u'dl m pure Trater uftenrarcis, so -as to gotuad of the 
potash, ior that might greatly affect the xictr dye I mh 
send a hoy up 'with some potash to you at ouce, so that you 
may he ready to apply the dye as soon .asyou get-it'’' 

Late in the afternoon Guy sallied out in the disguise in 
mhich he had amrod Bis h^ -was a tasmy hromn Be 
had left his haslcet hehind him, and carried a hoary cudgel 
in his hand He sauntered 'guaetlr along, stopping often to 
stare at the goods on the stalls, and at nohles mho rode iiast 
follomed gmcrally hy tmo or ihroc esguhes Bo one mould 
douht that he mas a young countiymati freshly aiaired in 
Patis 

He had sent a message to the count hy Jules Tatoy that 
he mould pass along the street m the 'disguise of a young 
paasant as the dock struck seven, and that if he sam no 
'White Hoods ahont he monld look np at the casement, 
return a minute or tmo aft-ermards. and then try if the door 
mas unfastened if so he mould come in mhile if it mere 
fastened he shonld connder that it mas jndged unsafe for 
him to enter. He caught aght of Hatatina’s face at the 
mindom as he glanced up ihere mas a patrol of the 
THiite Hoods in sight, hut it mas far domn the street and 
ail or going a fern yards past, the honsc he crossed the road, 
.and as he rctumed he pushed at the door, it jieldodat 
once and rdth a glance round to see that no one mas 
matching he entered qnicHy and closed it hehind him 

“The hladonna he thanked that yon are safe!'” Xatarina, 
nom in her girTs dress, cvclairDcd as she seised his hand 
■“ Oh, Monsieur Guy, horn I hare suffered,' It mas not until 
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two o’clock tliat my fatker returned and told us tliat you 
weie safe, I should never have foi given myself if liaim had 
come to you from jmur noble effort to save me I beard 
tbeir sbouts as they ran in pursuit of you, and scaice thought 
it possible that you could escape when there were so many 
of their patiols about in the stieet I cued all mght at the 
thought that you should haim thrown away your life to try 
to save mine, for I knew well enough what would have 
happened had that e^^l butcher dragged me to his quarter 
After my father had been out early and brought back the 
nows that you had leapt into the Seme ive had some httle 
hope, for Dame Maigaiet declaied that she loiew that you 
could sinm well We had no one we could send out, for 
the old woman is too stupid, and my father now stnctly 
forbids mo to stir outside the door So heie we all sat 
0111 with anxiety imtil ni}’- father returned from the booth 
with the nows. He could not come back earlier, and he had 
no one to send, for the black man must Iceep outside amus- 
ing the people as long as my fathei is there ” 

All this was poured out so i-apidly that it was said by 
the lime they reached the dooi upstairs. Dame Margaret 
silently held out her hands to Guy as he entered, and 
Agnes kissed him ivith sisterly affection, while Charlie 
danced lound and round him vuth boisterous delight 
“I baldly knew how much you were to me and how 
much I depended upon yon, Guy,” Dame Margaiet said 
}irc<=cntly, “until I feared that I liad lost you ^Wicn, as 
I thought mu'^t be the case from what Kataiina said, I 
beluned you woie killed or a pnsoner in the hands of tho«e 
toinblc people, u seemed to mo that we were qiute left 
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alone, althongli there still remained the ionr men, dTeither 
Agnes nor I closed -onr ejes all night. Charlie soon cne3 
himseli to sleep, Ehtarina sat np trith ns till nigh morning, 
and me had hard morlc to console her in anj maj, so deep 
mas her grief at the thought that it mas oming pn her that 
jon had run this peril. All night me conld hear the count 
maDriug up and domn in the room ahore. He had pointed 
■out the peril that might arise to us all if you had fallen 
into the hands of the butchers, hut at the time me could 
not dmell on that, though there mere doubtless grounds for 
his fears.’’ 

Great grounds, madame. That is mhat I most feared 
mhcn I mas dying from them, and I mas TCSDlred that I 
mould not he taleeu alire, for had I not gained the bridge 
I mas determined to force them to Idll me rather than 
be captured. It mas fortmiate, indeed, that I came along 
mhen I did, Katarina, for had I not heard mhat Sunou 
said I should hare passed on mithout giriug a thought to 
the matter. There are too manr eml deeds done in Paris 
to rish one’s life to rescue a prisoner from the hands of a 
patrol of the 'White Hoods,’’ 

'‘"As for me, I did not realiEC it until it mas all OTer,” 
Katarina said. ‘"I felt too frightened eren to thiuh 
clearly. It mas not until the shouts of your pursners had 
died amay that I could realise mhat you had saved me 
from, and the thought made me so faint and moah that 1 
mas forced to rit domn -on a door-step for a time before I 
could malce my may home. As to my father, he turned 
as pale as death mhen I came in and told him mhat had 
happened.” 
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Shortly afterwards the count, who had been engaged with 
a person of consequence, came down He thanked Guy m 
the warmest terms for the service he had rendered his 
daughter. 

“Never, was a woman in greater peril,” he said, “and 
assuredly St Anthony, my pation saint, must have sent 
j'ou to her rescue. She is all that I have left now, and it is 
chiefly for her sake that I have continued to amass money, 
though I say not that my own fancy for meddling in such 
intiigues may not take some part in the matter. After this 
I am resolved of one thing, namely, that she shall take no 
further part in the busmess For the last j^ear I had often 
told myself that the time had come when I must find 
another to act as my messenger and agent It was difiicult, 
however, to find one I cordd absolutely tiaist, and I have 
put the matter off I shall do so no longer; and indeed 
thei e IS now the less occasion for it, since, as I have just 
learned, fresh negotiations har^o been opened for peace That 
it mil be a lasting one 1 have no hope, but the Orleamsts aie 
advancing in such force that Burgundy may well feel that 
the issue of a battle at present may go against liim But 
oven though it last but a short time, there mil come so 
many of the Oileanist nobles here mth doubtless strong 
rctmuo'^ that Pans mil be overarved, and we shall har e an 
end of these riots heic I shall, thcicfore, have no need 
to trouble a*^ to what is going on at the markets As to 
othoi matters I can keep myself veil informed. I have 
done sor\ ices to knights and nobles of one party as well as 
the otliei, and shall be able to learn wbat is being done in 
Kith c-amps The important point at present is, Lady Mar- 
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garctj tliat tliere is like to ke a truce, at any rate for a 
time. As soon as this is made and tlie Duke of Aquikdne 
lias gained povrer to act you may lie sure tkat tko leaders 
of tlie 'Wliite Hoods 11411 be punisbed, and tbere nill be no 
more closing of gates and examination of tbpse ivbo pass 
in and out Tbereforc, madame, you trill tbeii be able to 
do ivbat is notr wcll-nigb impossible, namely, quit tbe tovni 
At present tbe orders are more stringent than ever, none 
arc allofcd to leave save vutb orders signed by Jobii de 
Ti'oyeSj vrbo calls bimself keeper of tbe palace, Cibocbe, or 
otber leaders; and even peasants ivbo come in vrilb m-irket 
goods must lieuccfoi tb produce papiers signed by tbe syndics 
of tbeir lillagcs saying they are tbe inbabitants of bis com- 
mune, and tbcieforc quiet and peaceable men gouig about 
tbeir business of supplying tbe city vitb meat or vege- 
tables, as tbe case may be. These papers must also bo 
sbovni on going out again Until a change takes place, 
then, tbere is no hope of your maldng your vray out 
tlirougb the gates vntb your children, but as soon as the 
tiiice is concluded and tbe Oileanists come in yon vrill be 
able to pass out vritbout trouble. ” 

It vras not, indeed, for another month that tbe tiuce vras 
settled, altbongb tbe terms vrero virtually agreed upon at 
Pontois, Tvbcre tbe Dukes of Bcrri and Burgundy met 
the Dukes of Orle.ans and Bourbon and tbe other Orlcaiiist 
nobles, and tbe conditions vrci e considered at a council to 
Avbicb tbe delegates of tbe Univeraity and the ninnicipality 
of Paris vrere admitted Tbe conduct of tbe insurgents ot 
Paris vras now i epndiated by tbe Duke of Burgmidy, and 
tbe severest censure pissed upon them, in tbe conditions of 
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the treaty. The greatest alarm vras excited in the market 
(^narter, and this ivas increased ivhen, immediately after- 
ivardSj the Dukes of Bar and Bavana ivere liberated On 
the 12th of August and on the 4th of September the lest 
of the prisoners still left ahve nrere also set free The bells 
of the chinches rang a iojdul peal De dacqiieinUe, John 
de Troyes, Caboche, and many of the leaders of the butchers 
at once fled from Pans 

Most of the kmghts ivho had been agents for the insurgents 
in the mock trials also left Paris, and shortly aftenvaids the 
duke himself, findmg hoiv strongly the tide had set against 
him, and fearing that he himself might shortly be seized 
and thioivn into prison, went out from Pans under the 
pretence of hunting, and fled During this time Guj’’ had 
remained mth the four men-atKirms As soon as the power 
of the butchers diminished and the guards were removed 
from the gates, and all who pleased could enter or leave, 
D.amc ^Margaret prepared foi flight Along with the Bur- 
gundian kmghts and nobles who returned after the truce was 
proclaimed came Coimt Charles d’Estournel, and several of 
tho«e who had fled with him Guy met the former riding 
tlu'ough the street on the day after his return to Paris 
Not caring to accost him theie, he followed him and saw 
him dimiount at his former lodging As soon as he had 
entciod Guy wont up to the door 

“ do you want f ’ one of the count’s valets said. 

“1 want to see your master, fellow,'* Guy said sharply, 
and 1 irill pull your ears foi your insolence if you accost 
mo in that stile “ 

The inlet st tred at him open-mouthed then thinking 
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tliafc this peasant might he deputed by the terrible butchers 
to see his loid, he inquired in a changed tone what message 
he should give to the count - 

“ Say to him that the man of the street fray wants to see 
him ” 

A minute later the young count himself ran doimstairs 
and warmly embraced Guy, to the astonishment of the valet 

“My dear fiiend,” he exclaimed, “I am indeed delighted 
to see you ' Tinco have you saved my life, for assuredly 
had wo not got through the Poit St Denis that daj'^ not 
one of us would over have left Pans alive, and we ai e all 
undei the deepest obligation to you But even after our 
slni mish at the gate wo scarcely realized the danger that 
wo had escaped, for wo believed that oven had the Parisians 
been insolent enough to demand our arrest for stopiiing them 
when engaged in attaching the houses of peaceable citizens, 
the duke ivould ti eat their demand ivith the scorn that it 
deserved. However, when next day wo heard that some 
of the officeis of his household had headed them when they 
forced their way into the Duke of Aquitaine’s hotel, and 
carried off the Duke of Bar and others from befoie his eyes, 
and that the duke in all things assisted them, wc know that 
ho would not have hesitated to delivei us up to the nllams 

“ Wc held a council as to what v o should do We could 
not affirm that ho had failed, as our loi d, in giving us pro- 
tection, for ho had not done so, seeing that we had taken 
the matter in our own hands Had ho actually consented 
to hand us over to the Parisians, wo should have issued a 
declaration laying the mattei bofoi o all the gi’eat vassals of 
Bui gundy and denouncing him as a false lord There aie 
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many who would have been very glad to have taken up the 
matter, for his truclding to these knaves has gieatly dis- 
pleased all save the men who are mere creatures of his 
Howevei, as ive had no pi oof that he was willing to sin- 
render us to the fury of the moh of Paris, we could do 
nothing, and the crafty fox called upon my father the next 
day and expressed his satisfaction that we had all ridden 
away, though at the same time saying that there was no 
reason whatever for our having done so, as he should of 
course have refused to give any satisfaction to the mob of 
Pans, and he caused several letters to the same effect to be 
sent to my fnends who escaped with me. 

“ My father was very short with hun, and told him that 
as it seemed the Parisians were the masters of the city, 
and that he had no power to restrain them, however mon- 
strous their doings, he thought that we had all acted very 
ivisely in going He himself left Pans the next day, and 
several othei nobles, lelations or fnends to some of us, took 
the earliest oppoitunity also of leainng for their estates 
How that the power of the butchers has been broken and 
that their leaders have fled, I came back again, chiefly to 
find out vhat had become of you, and whether you and 
your charges haie passed through these enl times un- 
harmed ” 

M c have all been in hiding, and save for an adventure 
or two haie passed the time quietly. How that the gates 
aie open we arc going to make our escape, for you see 
c\cr\ thing points to the probability that tbe Orleanists will 
lory shortly bo supreme heie, and after the defeat Sir 
l.u-iacc gave Sii Clugnet de Prabant they might be glad 
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may be, are questioned at every place on the road where 
they stop ” 

“Do not speak of thanks, Guj'-, I t^nce owe you my life, 
and assuredly ’tis little enough to furnish you in return 
with an escort to Artois Now’’, tell me all that you have 
been doing since we left ” 

Guy gave a short account of all that had happened 

“It has been fortunate for us both,” the count Charles 
said when he had finished, “that this astrologer should 
have made your acquaintance, it ’U'as his warning that 
enabled you to save us as ivell as your lady. I have heaid 
several times of him as one who had 'wondrous powers of 
reading the stars, but now I see that it is not only the 
stars that assist him ” 

“I can assure you that he himself believes thoroughly 
in the stars. Count, he says that by them he can read the 
danger that is threatening any person whose horoscope 
he has cast I had not heard much of such things in 
England, but I cannot doubt that he has great stall m 
them To my knowledge he has saved several lives 
thereby ” 

“He certainly saved ours, Guy, and should he like to 
join your party and ride -with us he wall be hcaitily 
welcomed ” 

“ I will return at once,” Guy said, “ and give my lady the 
good news. I wall not ask j^u to go wath me now, foi if the 
count — for he is really a nobleman though an exile — decides 
to stay here he w’ould not care to attiact the attention of 
his neighbours by the coming of a noble to his house m 
daylight Though I cannot wathout his permission take you 
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tliere, I will return here this evening at eight o’cloch, if j’-ou 

mil he at home at that hour ” 

“I will he heie, and De Lactre and Poupart will he here 
to meet you. I will go now direct to the chancellor and 
obtain the pass both in their names and mine, then we shall 
he ready to start whenever your lady is prepared We have 
all brought some spare horses, so that you will have no 
trouble on that score Your men-at-arms will, of couise, 
ride mth ours We have brought eight horses, knowing 
the number of your company, if your Itahan and his 
daughter go mth us Lady Agnes and Charles can iide be- 
hind some of us ” 

Dame Jilargaret, Agnes, and Ohaihe were delighted in- 
deed when they heaid from Guy of his meeting mth the 
young Count d’Estournel, and of the lattei’s offer to escort 
them to Artois 

“The saints be piaised'” his lady said “I have spoken 
little about it, Guy, but I have dreaded this journey far 
more than any of the clangers here In times so distuibed 
I have peicencd that we should inn inmimeiable iisks, and 
eager as I am to return to my loid I have doubted whether, 
mth Agnes with me, I should he right in adventuring on 
such a journey Now there can be no risk in it, saving 
only that of falling in mth any of the hands of robbers 
who, as they say, infest the country, and even these would 
scarce \ontuie to attack so strong a party We shall be 
ready to start to-moirow, if Count d’Estournel is prepared 
to go '=0 coon. Y e mil be \ eiled as we nde out It is most 
nnhhi.lv that anyone mil lecogmze us, but ’tis as w*ell for 
In'! >e\ho that there should he no lisk whateier of this being 
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known The count is out and will not return until six, 
therefore it will he best that jou should go at once and 
warn the others that we start to-morrow ” 

The pleasure of Long Tom and his companions at the news 
was scarcely less than had been that of Dame ]Marga,ret, and 
they started at once to recover their steel caps and armour 
from the place where they had been hidden, saying that it 
would take them aU night to clean them up and make them 
fit for service Then Guy went in to ^Maitre Lepelletiere 
and saw the silversmith, who was also smcerely glad at the 
news he gave him, 

“ I was but yesterday arranging foi a house wheie I could 
open my shop again untd my own was rebuilt,” he said, 
“ for there is an end now of all fear of disturbances, at any 
rate for the present and I was heartily greeted by many old 
friends, who thought that I was dead I will go down with 
Lepelletiere this afternoon to the offices of the municipahty 
and ask for a pass for madame — what shall I call hei ?” 

“Call her Picard; it matters not what surname she 
takes ” 

“ ^ladame Picard, her daughter and son, and her cousin 
Jean Bouvray of Paris, to journey to St Omer It does 
not seem to me that the pass is likely to be of am^ use 
to you, at the same time it is as well to be fortified ivith it 
Now that the t^wanny of the market-men is over they will 
be glad to give us the pass without question ’ 

On the Itahan’s return that afternoon Dame iMargaret 
herself told him of the offer the Count d’Estournel had 
made He sat silent for a minute or two and then said 
‘I will talk it over with Katarina, but at piesent it does 
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not seem to mo that I can accept it I am a restless spirit, 
and thoic is a fascination m this ivoik, but I mil see you 
presentlj’- ” 

An hour later he came doivn mth Katarina 
“Wa have agiced to stay, Lady Maigaret,” he said 
gravely, “I cannot bxing myself to go It is true that I 
might continue my "work in London, but as a stranger it 
ivovdd be long before I found cbents, while here my reputa- 
tion IS established. Two of the knights I enabled to escape 
have alieady returned One called upon me last mght and 
was full of gratitude, declaiing, and rightly, that he should 
have been, like so many of his fiiends, murdered in piison 
had I not warned him I have eight requests already for 
interviews from friends of these kmghts, and as, for a time 
at any rate, their faction is hkely to be triumphant here, I 
shall have my hands full of business This is a pleasant 
life I love the exercise of my art, to watch how the 
piedictioiis of the stars come true, to fit things together, 
and to take my share, though an unseen one, in the politics 
and events of the day I have even received an intimation 
that the queen herself is anxious to consult the stars, and 
It may he that I shall become a great power here I would 
fam that my daughter should go imder your piotection, 
thouglj ] oun that I should miss her sorely However, 
she rofu'^es to leave me, and against my better judgment 
my licait Ins pleaded for her, and I have decided that she 
shdl rcni.nn She will, howevet, take no further part in 
TOV busmess Init will be solelj my companion and solace 
1 tnnt that ivitb such protection as I shall now receiic 
the*e no ch'ince of even the Chvuxh meddling vith me. 
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but should I see danger approaching I Avill send or bring 
her to jou at once.” 

shall be glad to see her whenever she comes^ and shall 
receive her as a daughter, "We owe our lives to vour shelter 
and Idndness, and we already love her.’’ , 

“ The.^shelter and the Idndness have already been far 
more than repaid by the inestimable se^^•ice yo'iu' esquire 
rendered us, ’ the Itah'an said “ I have since blamed myself 
bitterly that I neglected to consult the stars conceniing hex. 
I have since done so, and found that a most terrible danger 
threatened her on that day, and had I known it, I would 
have kept her indoors and would on no account have per- 
mitted her to go out Howevex', I shall not be so careless 
of her safety in futxu e I see that, at any rate for some 
time, her future is unclouded. She herself will bitterly 
regret your absence, and has already been weeping sorely 
at the thought of your leaving. Save xnyself she has never 
had a fixend, poor child, and you and your daughter have 
become verv dear to her, ’ 

Dame l\Iargaret had no preparations to make, for in their 
flight from the silversmith’s each had carried a bundle of 
clothes Guy brought Count d’Estoxxrnel round in the 
evening, and the arrangements were then completed. It 
was thought better that they should not mount at the house, 
as this V ould be certain to attiuct considerable observation 
and remark, but that Count Charles should conic round 
at seven in the morning and escort them to his lodging. 
There the horses would be in readiness, .and they would 
moimt and ride off. Guy then went round (o the Hue dcs 
Fosses and -warned the men of the hour at which they were 
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to assemble at the count’s He found them all hard at 
worlc huimshing up their armour 

“We shall make hut a poor shoiv, Master Guy, do what 
we mil," Tom said, “and I doubt whether this geai mil 
evei recQver its hiightness, so deeply has the rust eaten 
into it Still, we can pass muster on a journey; and the 
swoids have suffeied but little, having been safe in their 
scabbards I never thought that I should be so pleased to 
put on a steel cap again, and I only msh I had my bow 
slung acioss my shoulder ’’ 

“ It will bo something for you to look forward to, Tom, 
and I doubt not that you mil find among the spaie ones at 
Villeioy one as good as your own, and that with piactico 
you will soon be able to shoot as tiuly mth it ” 

Tom shook his head doubtfully “ I hope so, but I doubt 
Avhethei I shall ho suited again till I get home, and klastei 
John the bovyei makes one specially suitable foi mo, and 
BIX inches longei than oidinaiy. Still, I doubt not that, if 
It be needed, I shall bo able to make shift mth one of those 
at Villeroy ” 

The evening before the departuie of Dame klargarct and 
her children, ^lalti e Leroux and his wife, mth a man bear- 
ing a largo paicel, had called upon Dame Maigaiet at the 
house of the astiologer, vhoso addiess Guy had given the 
pro\ ost that day 

“AVc could not let you leaic, Lady Maigaiet,’ his mfo 
said, “mtliout coming to msh you God-speed Oui troubles, 
like \ours, arc OAcr for the piesent, and I tnist that tlie 
but Choi'S inll never become mastezs of Paris again, wh'^tei er 
mav h ippcn ’’ 
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Lcpelletieie,’’ said tlic silvei-smitlij “is going to 
organize Uic whole of his craft, the worlviiicn and appi en- 
tices, into an armed body, and the inastci of the smiths 
will do the same I shall endeavour to prei ail upon all the 
traders of my omi guild and othom to laisc such a body 
among their servitors; and while we have no wish whatei or 
to inteifere in the political aflaiis of state, wo shall at least 
sec that the inaiket people of Pans shall not become oni 
masteis again. Master Aylmer, I have bi ought hithei for 
you a slight tolccn of my rcgjird and giatitndo for the 
manner in which you saved not only onr property but onr 
lives. Within this package aie two suits of aiinour and 

arms. One is a servicc«ible one suitable to your piesciit 
condition of an csquiic, the other is a knightly sink which 
I hope you will wear in lemcinbi'ance of us as soon ns you 
obtain that honour, Avhicli I cannot but feel assmed will not 
be fai distant Had you been obliged to leave Palis m 
disguise I should have made an endeavour to send them to 
you in England by way of Elandei'sj but ns ^>ou will issue 
out in good company, and wnthout examination or question 
asked, you can waar the one suit and have the other canied 
for you.” 

Guy thanked the silversmith most heartily, ior, hawng 
lost his nimour at the binning of the house, ho had felt 
some uneasiness at the thought of the figuio that he would 
cut iiding in the tr.iin of the tlucc Bui gnndian knights But 
.it the same tunc Ins own pin so had been exhausted in the 
purchase of the disguises foi himself and the mon-at'-ai ms, 
.and that of his nnsticss gicatly i educed by the expenses 
01 the keep of the men, and ho h.id dotormined not to 
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draw upon her resources for the purchase of armour. His 
thanks were repeated rvhen, on the package "being opened, 
the beauty of the knightly aimorrr Avas seen It Avas indeed 
a suit of A\'hich any knight might be proud It iras less 
ornate in its inlaying and chasing than some of the suits 
Avoin by nobles, but it ivas of the finest steel and best make, 
Ainth eA’^eiy part and accessory complete, and of the highest 
Avoikmanship and finish 

“It IS a princely gift, sir,” Guy said as he examined it, 
“and altogethei beyond my poor deseits ” 

“That IS not Avhat I think, blaster Aylmci You haA^e 
shoNvn all through this business a coolness and courage 
altogether beyond your years, and Avhich Avoiild haA'o done 
honour to an experienced knight bly store of silA^er-Avaie 
that A\as saved by your exertions, to saj* nothing of oiii 
liA'es, was Avoith A’ciy many times the laliie of this armour, 
and I am sure that your lady mil agree Avith me that this 
gift of ours has been Avell and honourably earned ” 

“I do indeed, blaltio Leroux,’ Dame Margaret said 
Avannly, “and assure you that I am as pleased as Guy 
hiinself at the noble gift you haic made him I mvsclf 
haic said but little to him as to the scrAice that he has 
icndcred here, lea ring that until we reach our castle in 
«afctv, Avhen Sir Eustace, on he.anng from me the ^tnry 
of our doings, aviU better speak in both our names than I 
tan do ” 

In the morning Dime Margaict and her children '^ct out 
foi ibe lodging of DE'^toiirnel, c^coifed b\ the count and 
Guy, followed by a porter carrying the latter’^ second suit 
of asmo'U atsd the \ahsos of Darac Mergaiet Guy him^e’f 
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iad cliaTge of a casket wMcli tlie Count de klontepone lad 
tlat morning landed to Dame Margaret. 

'^Tlese are gems of value,'’ le said. ”In the course of 
my lusiness I more often receive gifts of je^vels than of 
money. The latter, as I receive ir, I land to a £rm lere 
laving dealings Tvith a banker of Bruges, vlo lolds it at 
my disposal Tie gems I lave litlerto kept; but as it is 
possible tlat ve may, wlen ve leave Paris, lave to travel 
in disguise;, I vould fain tlat tley vrere safely bestorred. 
I prav you, therefore, to take them vdtl you ro your castle 
in England, and to hold them for us until ve come ” 

Dame klargaret ■willingly took charge of the casket, -winch 
■was of steel, stronglv bound, and some nine inches square. 

“Its -weight is not so great as you -would think by its 
appearance,” tie Italian said, “for it is of tie finest steel, 
and tie gems lave been taken from their settings It ■will, 
therefore, I lope, be no great inconvenience to you.” 

At parting, Katarina, -who -was greatly affected, lad 
given G-uy a small box. 

“Do not open it -until you reach Tilleroy,” she saidj "it 
is a little remembrance of the girl you saved from deadly 
peril, and -who -will never forget vlat she o-wes to you.” 

On reaching the count's lodgings they found tie other 
TWO knights in readiness Dame Margaret's four men-at- 
arms -were holding tie horses 

“I am glad to see you all again,'’ she said as she came 
up “This is a far better ending than onr fortunes seemed 
likelv to have at one time, and I thank yon all for yonr 
faithful service.” 

“I am only sorry, my lady, that we hai'e had no oppor- 
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timity of doing aught since nc iveie cooiied up,” Tom le- 
phed, “nothing u’ould have pleased us better than to have 
had the chance again of stnking a stout hloiv in your 
defence ” 

“ We may as ivell moimt at once, if it is yoiu’ pleasure, 
Dame ISIargaret,” Count d’Estournel said, “foi the other 
meii-at-aims aie naiting for us outside the gates ” 

The packages vere at once fastened on the two pack- 
hoises that weie to accompany them, all then moimted 
The three knights inth Dame klaigaret rode fiist, then 
Guy lode inth Agnes by his side, and the four men-aharms 
came next, Charlie izding befoie Jules A'aroy, who was the 
lightest of the men-at-arms, nhilc two of the coimt’s 
sen ants bi ought up the leai, le.iding the sumpter hoises 


CHAPTER XVII 

A LONG PAUSE. 

i QUARTER of a mile beyond the gate the party was 
joined bv eisihteen men-at-arms all fullv anned and 
rcicly for any encounter eight of them fell in behind Dame 
Maigarct’s retainers, the othei ten took post in rear of the 
smnptoi horses With such a train as this there was little 
fear of anr tionblc mth hands of marauders and a« the 
road lav tluo'igli a country devoted to Burgundy there 
M 1 *! si'uli iluiKo of their eticountenng an Oikiiu-t for^c 
1 hoy t’ Helled In* almost the virne route by vh.th ])>mc 
3iHrg-ir\t h d Ine”. cs^ort-C'd to Paris. At all the tovus 
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tluougli Avliicli they passed the Bnigundi.m knights and 
their following were well cntcrtaiiiedj none doubting that 
thc}’^ weie iiding on the business of thou duke One or 
other of the knights generallj’’ lodc beside Gii}^, and except 
that the heat in the middle of the daj^ u as somewhat exces- 
sive, the jouiney uas altogether a veiy pleasant one. Fiom 
Alias they rode direct to Villcroy As soon as their coming 
was obseivcd fiom the keep the dinwhiidge uas laised, and 
as they appi oaclied Sir Eustace himself appeal cd on the u all 
above it to heai any message the now-comcis might hai c 
biought him As thej’ came near, the knights icincd back 
their hoiscs, and Dame IMargarot and Agnes lodo forwai*d, 
followed by Guy having Chailie in fiont of him As ho 
iccognizcd them Sii Eustace gave a shout of joy, and a 
moment later the diawbiidge began to descend, and as it 
touched the opposite side Sir Eustace lan acioss to the 
outworlf, tliiew open the gate, and fondl}^ embraced his 
Mifo and childicn, who had aheady dismounted 

“Ah, u\y love'” ho exclaimed, “you cannot tell hoiv I 
have suflci ed, and how I haA o blamed myself for pei mitting 
you and the childicn to leave mo. I lecciAcd youi fiist 
Icttci, saj’ing that you wore comfoitably lodged at Pans, 
but since then no Avoid has i cached me. I of conisc hcaid 
of the dicadful doings theic, of the asccndcnc}'^ of the 
butchcis, of the massacics in the sticcts, and thoimudcis 
of the knights and ladies A scoio of times I have losohcd 
to go myself in scai ch of you, but I kncAA not hoAV to set 
about It aaIicii thcic, and I should assuicdly haAO been 
seized by Biugund}' and thiown into piison Anth othcis 
hostile to his plans. But aa'Iio aio these A\ith you?” 
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“They aie three Burgundian knights, who from love 
and courtesy, and in leqiutal of a seiiuce done them by 
your bravo esquire heie, have safely bi'ought us out of 
Pans and escorted us on our way They are Count Chailes 
d’Estouinel, Sir John Poupait, and Sir Lotus de Lactre ” 
Holding his hand she advanced to meet them and intio- 
duced them to him 

“ Gentlemen,” Sir Eustace said, “ no words of mine can 
exiiress the giatitude that I feel to you for the service that 
you have rendeied to my wife and children Henceforth 
you may command me to the extent of my bfe ” 

“The seivice was requited befoie it was rendered. Sir 
Eustace," Count Charles said, “it has been senuce for 
semce In the fiist place your esquue, with that tall 
aichor of 3’ouis, saved my life when attacked bj’^ a band of 
cut-tin oats in Pans This to some small extent I lepaid 
when, ivith my two good friends heic and some others, we 
charged a mob that was besieging the house in which 3*0111 
dame lodged Tlien Master Aylmer laid a fiesh obligation 
on us b}* wai mug us that the butchers demanded oui lii es 
for mterfeiing in that business, whereby avc were enabled 
to cut out wai* out bi' the Poitc St Denis and so saie our 
skins M e could not rest thus, matters being so unci en, 
and therefore as 'soon as the king’s pai ty ami cd in a sufli- 
cient force to put doini the tiwanny of the butchers, ve 
returned to Paii« with the intention we have c.irncd out 
— of finding P unc Mai-garet m her hiding-place if happilv 
‘•ho ''hould halo C'Cancd all these pcrib, and of conducting 
her to ion And no’v, haiing delivered her into vour 
houK MO will take our leaie ' 
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“I pi ay you not to do so. Count,” tlie Imiglit said, “it 
Tvould mar the pleasuie of this da}' to me, Tveie yon, Tvho 
aie its authois, thus to leave me I pi ay you, theiefoic, 
to entei and accept my hospitality, if only foi a day oi tvo ” 
The knights had pre^nously agieed among themselves 
that they vrould leturn that night to Arras, but they could 
not lesist the earnestness of the imitation, and the whole 
party ciossed the drawhiidge and entered the castle, amid 
the timiultuous gieeting of the retainers 

“You have been away but a few months,” Sir Eustace 
said to his wife, as they weie ciossing the bridge, “though 
it seems an age to me You are hut little changed by what 
you have passed through, but Agnes seems to have giown 
more womanly Charhe has grown somewhat also, hut is 
scat cel V looking so strong ” 

“It has been fiom want of air and exercise, hut he has ^ 
picked up a great deal while we have been on the road, and 
I, too, feel a difteieiit woman Agnes has shared my anxiety 
and has been a gieat companion for me ” 

“You have hi ought all the men hack, as well as Guy 
“You should lathei say that Guy has brought us all 
hack, Eustace, for ’tis assuredl}' wholly due to liim that we 
have escaped the dangers that thieatened us ” 

The knights and men-at-arms dismounted in the court- 
yard, and Sir Eustace and Dame ^faigaiet devoted them- 
selves at once to malana them welcome inth all honour 

O 

The maids burned to prepaie the guestr-chambers, the sor- 
vitois to get ready a banquet Guy and his meii-at-aims 
saw to the comfort of the knights’ letamers and their hoi scs, 
and the castle lang with sounds of memment and laughter 
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to wMcli it Lad "been a stranger for months After the cup 
of welcome had heen handed round Sir Eustace showed the 
knights over the castle 

“We heard the details of the siege, Su Eustace, from 
your esquire, and it is of interest to us to inspect the defences 
that Sir Clugnet de Biahant failed to captme, for, foe though 
he is to Burgundj’^, it must he owned that he is a very 
valiant knight, and has captured many tmvns and stiong 
places Yes, it is assuredly a strong castle, and with a suf- 
ficient gaiiison might well have defeated all attempts to 
storm it hy foes who did not possess means of battering the 
walls, but the force you had was quite insufficient when the 
enemy wei e strong enough to attack at many points at the 
same time, and I am suiprised that you should have made 
good your defence against so large a foico as that which 
assailed you 

“But It was doubtless in na slight dcgiee due to yom 
English archers We saw in Pans vbat even one of these 
men could do ” 

“I am all anvicty to laiow what took place thcie,” Sir 
Eustace said, “and I shall pi-ay you after suppei to give me 
in account of wli it occui i cd ” 

“We will tell YOU as far as we know of the matter. Sir 
Fu«tace, but in tnitli ve took but little share in it, tlieic 
w.ic ju«t one chaige on our part and the mob were in IhghL 
And 3 can toll you that we did it vntli thorough good-vill, 
for in truth ve vcre ill licartily sick of the ariogince of 
these butchery who lorded oier .all Pans cicn out Loid 
fif Burgundy va=: coii'=triuicd to put up with ihcii iii'-olcnco. 
‘^ince thoii aid vas o=;-=cntiil to him But to u= vho t ihe 
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no very gi cat heed of politics and leave these mattci's to 
the great loids, the thing vas vrell-nigh intolciahlcj, and I 
can tell you that it vas vith lieai ty good-vull vc seized the 
ojiportinnty of giAing the knaves a lesson.’’ 

As soon as the visitois had airived, mounted men h.id 
iidden oft' to the tenants, and speedily returned with a stoie 
of ducks and geese, poultry, wild-fowl, hi'awn, and fish , the 
banquet thei efoi o was both abundant and vai ied While the 
guests supped at the upper table, the inen-at-ams were no 
less amply plo^^dcd foi at the lowei end of the hall, vheic 
all the letamers at the castle feasted loyally in honour of 
the icturn of then lady and her children The bovaiien 
weie delighted at the letuin of Long Tom, A^hom few had 
cxjiectcd ever to sec again, while the retiiin of Eobeit 
Picaid and his companions was no less hcaitil}’ welcomed 
by their comi'ades After the meal vas concluded Dame 
!Marg;irct went lound the tables with her husband, saying a 
few Avords here and thcio to the men, who leceivcd her vith 
loud shouts as she passed along 

Then the paity fiom the upper table ictired to the pm ate 
apaitment of Sn Eustace, IcaA'ing the men to sing and 
carouse unchecked by then piesence When they voro 
comfoitably seated and flagons of wine had been placed on 
the boaid, the knight icqucsted Count Cliailcs to gne him 
an account of Ins adventiuo AVith the cut-tin oats and the 
pait he had subsequently played in the CA'ents of Avhich he 
had spoken D’Estournel gaA'c a lively iccihal, telling not 
onl}’ of the fiay AMth the "NWiitc Hoods, but of Avhat they 
saw Avhen, after the defeat of the mob, thcA’’ enteicd the 
house “Had the passage and staiis been the bicacli of 
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a city attacTjed "by assault it could not liave been moie 
tluclvly strewn with, dead bodies, ’ the count said, and 
indeed foi my part I would lather have struggled up a 
bleach, however strongly defended, than have tiled to carry 
the barricade at the top of the stairs, held as it was I 
behove that, even had we not arrived, Master Aylmer could 
have held his ground until morning, except against fire ” 

“I w'onder they did not fire the house,” Sir Eustace re- 
marked 

“Doubtless the leaders would have done so as soon as 
they saw the task they had before them, but you see 
plunder was with the majonty the mam object of the attack, 
while that of the leaders was assuredly to get nd of the 
provost of the silversmiths, who had powerfully withstood 
them The cry that was raised of ‘ Dorni with the English 
spies'’ was but a pretext However, as all the plate-cases 
with the silverware were m the barricade, theie would have 
been no plunder to gather had they set fire to the house, 
and it was for this reason that they continued the attack 
so long, hut doubtless in the end, when they were convinced 
that they could not cairy the barricade, they would have 
resorted to fiic *’ 

Then he went on to recount how Guy had warned himself 
and Ins fiiends of the danger that threatened, and how diffi- 
cult It had been to persuade them that only by flight could 
then safctvhe secured, and howat last he and the two knights 
with him had returned to Pans to escort Dame Margaret 
^ “Truly, Count, your narrative is a stirring one,” Sir 
Lu-'tuce said ; “ but I know not as yet how Guy managed to 
gam the information th it the house was goiu2 to be attacked 
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and so sent to you for aid, or how he afterwards learned 
that your names were included with those of the Duke of 
Bar and others whom the butchers compelled the Duke of 
Aquitaine to hand over to them.” 

“Dame Margaret or your esgmre himself can best tell 
you that,” the Count said “ It is a strange story indeed ” 

“And a long one,” Dame Margaret added “Were I to 
tell it fully it would last till midmght, but I wdl tell you 
how matters befell, and to-morrow will inform you of the 
details more at length ” 

She then related briefly the incidents that had occurred 
from the day of her mtemew with the Duke of Burgundy 
to that of her escape, teUing of the various disguises that 
had been used, the manner in which Guy had overheard 
the coimcils of the butchers before they surrounded the 
hotel of the Duke of Aqmtame and dragged away a large 
number of kmghts and ladies to prison, and how the four 
men-at-arms had re-entered Pans after their escape, and 
remained there in readmess to aid her if required 

Guy himself was not present at the narration, as he had, 
after staying for a short time in the room, gone down into 
the banqueting-hall to see that the men’s wants were well 
attended to, and to talk noth the English men-at-arms and 
archers 

“ It seems to me,” Sir Eustace said when his ■nufe had 
fimshed the story, “ that my young esquire has comported 
himself ivith singular prudence as well as bravery.” 

“ He has been everythmg to me,” Dame Margaret said 
warmly, “he has been mj*^ adviser and my friend I have 
learned to confide in him implicitly It was he who secured 
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for me in the first place the friendship of Count Charles, 
and then that of his friends He was instrumental in 
securing for us the assistance of the Itahan who warned 
and afterwards sheltered us One of the adventures that 
I have not yet told, because I did not think that I could do 
so without saying more than that person would like known , 
hut Guy rendered him a sennce that in his opinion far 
more than repaid him for his landness to us The messenger 
he employed was a near relation of his ” 

And she then related how Guy had rescued this relation 
from the hands of the butchers, how he had himseK been 
chased, and had killed one and wounded another of his assail- 
ants, and how at last he escaped fxom falling into their 
hands b}'’ leaping from the bndge into the Seine. 

“You mil understand,” she said, “ that not only our host 
but wo all should have been sacnficed had not the mes- 
sengei been rescued He would have been compelled by 
thioats, and if these failed by toitures, to reveal who his 
employer was and where he lived, and in that case a search 
would have been made, wo should have been discovered, 
and our lives as well as that of our host would have paid 
the penalty ” 

“It is impossible to speak too highly of the young 
e'^quuc,” Sir John Poupart said wamil}' “For a «hort tunc 
ve all caw a good deal of him at the fencing-school, to 
which DEstouinol introduced him He made grc.it pio- 
giocc and wonderfully irapmved his swoixlcmanslnp even 
during the cho't time he was there, and the he^t of us 
found a match in him He ivac quid and tnodo=t, and c\cn 
ajnrt fxom the ccrvict* he had rendered to D C^tourn^I, v,c 
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all came to like Mm greatly. He is a fine ckaracter, and 
I trust tkat ere long lie may have an opportunity of win- 
ning Ms spurs, for tke courage he has shown in the defence 
of Ms charges would assuredly- have gained them for him 
had it heen displayed in battle.’’ , 

The knights were persuaded to stay a few days at the 
castle, and then lode away with their letainers with mutual 
expressions of hope that they would meet agam in quieter 
times Guy had opened the little packet that Katarina 
had given Mm at starting. It contained a ring with a 
diamond of great beauty and value, with the words ‘'TTith 
grateful legards ’ 

He showed it to Sir Eustace, who said ■ 

‘'It is worth a knight’s ransom, lad, and more, I should 
say. Take it not with you to the wars, but leave it at 
home under safe guardiansMp, for should it ever be your 
bad luck to be made a prisoner, I wiU warrant it would 
sell for a sufficient sum to pay your ransom. That is a 
noble suit of armour that the silversmith gave you Alto- 
gether, Guy, you have no reason to regret that you accom- 
panied your lady to Paris You have gained a familiarity 
with danger wMch will assuredly stand you in good stead 
some day, you have learned some tricks of fence, you have 
gained the friendship of half a score of nobles and knights; 
you have earned the lasting gratitude of my dame and 
myself, you have come back with a suit of armoiu such as 
a noble might wear in a tournament, and a ring worth I 
know not how much money. It is a fair opening of your 
life, Guy, and your good father will rejoice when I tell him 
how well you have borne yourself. It may be that it will 
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not be long before you may have opportunities of shoiving 
your mettle in a vuder field The English have aheady 
made several descents on the coast, and have carried off 
much spoil and many prisoners, and it may not be long 
before we hear that Henry is gathering a poweiful army 
and IS crossing the seas to maintain his nghts, and recover 
the lands that have durmg past years been wrested from 
the crown 

“I propose shortly to return to England My dame has 
borne up bravely imder her troubles, but both she and 
Agnes need rest and quiet It is time, too, that Chailie 
applied himself to his studies foi a time and leaint to lead 
and wiite well, foi methinks that cveiy loiight should at 
least know this much, I shall take John Haipcn back v ith 
me Such of the mcn-at-aims and archers as may vish to 
return home must wait here until I send you otheis to take 
their places, for I pioposc to leave you here during my 
absence, as my castellan It is a post of honour, Guy, but 
I feel that the castle mil be in good hands, and there is, 
moreover, an advantage in thus leanng you, as, should any 
mc'^sage bo sent bj Bmgundian or Orleanisl, you will be 
able to rejily that, having been placed here by me to hold 
the c<istlc in my absence, you can surrendei it to no one, 
and can admit no one to garnson it, until you hai e sent to 
me and received ray orders on the subject Thus consider- 
able delay may be obtained 

“bbould I receive such a message fiom you, I shall pass 
acioss u once to Calais mth such force as I can gathei I 
tni^t that no such sumiiioiis arnic, for it 1=: clear ihat 
the truce nov made bclMeen the iwo rrciich factions will be 
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a yeiy sliorfc one^ and tliat ere long the tronble mil recom- 
nience, and, as I thlnlc, tils time Bnrgundj mil Tjb mrsted 
The Orleanists are nonr masters of Paris and of the Idnris 
person, yrhole assuredlj thej hare the snpport of the Duke 
of Aquitaine, yrho must long to rerenge the indignities that 
■were put upon him, hj Burgundy and the mob of Paris 
They should therefore be much the stronger parly, and can, 
moreover, issue ■what proclamations they choose in the king’s 
name, as Burgundy has hitherto been doing in his om 
interest The duke will therefore be too busy to think of 
meddling with us. Upon the other hand, if the Orleanists 
gain the masteiy they are the less likely to interfere ■vrith 
us, as I hear that negotiations have just been set on foot 
again for the marriage of King Henry ■with Katherine of 
Prance The English raids will therefore be stopped, and the 
Prench ■will be loath to risk the breaking off of the negotia- 
tions which might be caused by an assault •without reason 
upon the castle of one who is an English as well as a Prench 
vassal, and who might, therefore, obtain aid from the garrison 
of Calais, by which both nations might be again embroiled ” 

“If you think well, my lord, to leave me here in com- 
mand I •will assuredly do the best m my power to prove 
myself worthy of your conSdence; but it is a heavy trust, 
for one so young.” 

“I have thought that over, Guy, but I have no fear that 
you ■will fail in any ■way. TTere the garrison wholly a 
Prench one I might hesitate, but half tbe defenders of tbe 
castle are Engbsbmen; and in Tom, the c,aptain of the 
archers, you have one of whose support at all times you ■will 
be confident, while tbe French garrison will have le.amed 
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from, tlie three men who went 'noth you that they would 
as readily follow you as they would a loiight of expenence. 
Moreover, good fighters as the English are, they are far 
move independent and inclined to insuhoidination than the 
Fionch^ who have nevei been hi ought up in the same 
fieedom of thought Therefore, although I have no doubt 
that they will respect your authonty, I doubt whether, 
were I to put a Frenchman in command, they would prove 
so docile, while with the Fiench there will be no difficulty 
I might, of course, appomt John Harpen, who is ten years 
your senior, to the command, but John, though a good 
esquire, is bluff and rough in his ways, and as obstinate as 
a mule, and were I to leave him in command he would, I 
am sure, soon set the garrison by the ears As an esquire 
he IS wholly trustworthy, but he is altogether unfitted for 
command, therefoie I feel that the choice I have made of 
j’^ou is altogether foi the best, and I shall go away confident 
that the castle is in good hands, and that if attacked it will 
bo as staunchly defended as if I myself were here to direct 
the operations ” 

Two days later Sir Eustace mth his family started, under 
the guai-d of ten English and ton French men-at-arms, for 
Calais Bofoic stxirting he formally appointed Guy as 
castellan in his absence, and charged the garrison to obey 
his oidcrs in all things, as if they had been given by him- 
self He also called in the jirincipal tenants and deliveied 
a similar charge to them The English men-at-arms weie 
well plc-ised to he commanded hy one whom they had 
known from childhood, and whose father they had been 
accustomed to regard as their master during the absences of 
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Sir SQst.ac3 and Dame Margaret The archers iad rot, like 
the men-at-arms, Itecn ilramn from the Snmmcrlej estaiic, 
Imt the devotion of their loader to G-nj, and the tales he 
had told them oi vrhat had taken place in Pans rendered 
them eqnallj satisfied at hts choice as their loader, , As tor 
the Drench men-at-arms, hred np in ahsolnte 'ohedience to 
the vill of their lord, they accepted his orders in this as 
they tronld have done on any other point. Sir Enstace left 
Gny instrnctions that he might make any further addition 
to the defences that he thonght fit, pointing ont to him 
several that he had himself intended to aarry ont. 

‘T shonldhave setahont these at once,'’ he had said, "'hat 
it is only notv that the vassals have oompleted the trorlc of 
rehnilding their houses, and I tronld not call TQton them for 
anv service nntil that tras completed. I have told them 
notr that snch tvorks mnst he taken in hand, and that^ as 
they satr npon the occasion of the last siege, their safety 
depends npon the potrer of the castle to defend itself, I 
shall expect their sei rices to he readily and loyally rendered, 
c=:p>ecially as they have heen remitted for over six montha 
It tronld he trell .also to employ the garrison on the trorks 
— in the first place, hecanse nhey have long heen idle, and 
idleness is had for them; and in the second place hocanse 
the vassals trill .all trork more raadily sedng that the gam- 
son are also omployed. TThilc so engaged .an extra maasnre 
ox tvine can he served to oach man. aiad a small addition 
of jaav. Here are the plans that I have ronghly prepared 
Pevond the moat I troiald creci, at the cenxrc of each of the 
three sides a st'^-ong vork, similar to that across the dratr- 
hiidgc, and the latter I tro'xld also have strengtliencd. 



A LONG PAUSE 


313 


“These works, you. see, are open on the side of the moat, 
so that if earned they would offer the assailants no sheltei 
from arrows fiom the walls, while being tnangular in shape 
they would be flanked by oui' fire Each of these three 
foits shpuld have a hght drawbndge runnmg across the 
moat to the foot of the wall, thence a ladder should lead 
to an entrance to be pierced through the wall, some fifteen 
feet above the level of the moat, by this means the gam- 
son could, if assailed by an overwhelming force, withdiaw 
into the castle. These outposts would render it — so long as 
they were held — impossible for stoiming-parties to cross the 
moat and place laddeis, as they did on the last occasion. 
The first task will, of course, be to quarry stones As soon 
as sufficient are prepared for one of these outwoiks you 
should proceed to erect it, as it would render one side at 
least unassailable and diminish the circuit to be defended. 
As soon as one is finished, with its drawbndge, ladder, and 
entrance, proceed ivith the next I would build the one at 
the rear fiist As you sec from this plan, the two walls are 
to he twenty feet high and each ten yards long, so that they 
could ho defended by some twenty men After thej' are 
built I would fuither stiengthen them by leading ditches 
from the moat, six feet deep and ten feet wide, lound them 
The earth from these ditches should be thrown inside the 
walls, so as to strengthen these and form a platfonn for the 
defenders to stand on. If the earth is insufficient for that 
purpose the moat can be widened somewhat ” 

“I mil see lint youi wishes are canied out, Sir Eustace; 
aS'.ui'edU the-'O little outworks mil add greatlj to the stremrth 
of the ca«tle Are the bridges to be made to draw up^” 
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“l\o; tliat toII liardly 1)3 nBcessary, Xict ihcm conast 
of twD Iteams 'wifh plaiilcs laid crossrrisc fChcj nood not 
1)3 moro lliaii four loet Tvide, and lliB planks can tliore- 
iore ke oasilj pnlled np as tke garrison falls kack I iare 
told tke tenants that during the irmter, rrhen therp Is knt 
kttle for thrir men to do, they can keep them employed on 
this ■work, and that I rill pay regnlar mages to them and 
for the carts nsed in bringing in the stones ” 

Gny mas rery glad that there mas something specific to 
ke done that monld giro him ocenpation and keep the men 
employed Sir Eustace had informed the ganison of the 
mork that monld ke required of them, and of the ration of 
mine and extra pay that monld ke giren, and all mere moll 
satisfied mith the prog)cct Eor the Engksk especially, 
haring no friends outside, found the time hang reiy hoary 
on their hands, and their experience during the last siege 
had taught them that the additional forSfications, of the 
nature of mhich they mere ignorant, homerer, mould add 
to their safety. 

As soon, therefore, as Sir Eustace had left, G-uy commenced 
operations A fern men only mere kept on guard, and the 
restment out daily to prepare the stones under the duoclion 
of a master mason, mho had heen brought from Arras hy Su 
Eustn ce Some fifty of the tenants mere also employed on the 
mork, and as the minter closed in this numher mas doubled 

The quarry lay at a distance of half a mile from the castle, 
and as fast as the stones mere squared and roughlT dicssed 
they mere taken in carts to the spot mherc they meie to 
be used Guy had the foundations for the malls dug in 
the fi-rst place,, to a depth helom that of the bottom of "the 
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moats, and filled up Tntli cement and rubble Tbe trenches 
"weie then dug at a distance of five feet from tbe foot of 
the Avails With so many hands the woilc proceeded bnsMj^, 
and befoie spring-time the thiee works were all completed, 
Avith thmr bridges and ladders, passages pierced through 
the castle wall, and stone steps built inside by which those 
who passed through could either descend into the court- 
yaid or mount to the battlements At the end of Septem- 
ber fifteen archeis and men-at-arms ami'ed from England 
to take the place of those who had desired to letuin home, 
and AA’ho on their coming marched aivay to Calais 

Fiom time to time reports weie receiv'ed of the ei’^ents 
happemng in Pans Pans had been stiongly occupied by 
the Orlcanists, and a proclamation had at once been issued in 
the name of the king condemmng all that had been done in 
the city, and denouncing by name all the nngleaders of the 
late tumults, and such of these as were found m Pans Avere 
ai rested Another proclamation was then issued enjoining 
all paities to keep the peace, to refrain from gathenng in 
armed bodies, and to abstain from the use of expressions 
against each other that might lead to a breach of the peace. 
On tbe 13th of ISovcmber, tbe year being 1413, fresh 
and more stringent orders were issued by tbe king against 
any assemblies of men-in-arms, and at tbe end of this 
montb tbe Duke of Burgundy sent to tbe king a letter of 
complaint and accusation against his enemies. Those sur- 
iMunding Clnrles persuaded him to send no answei A\bat- 
e\or to A\lnt they considered Ins insolent letter Some 
of tbe Burgnndun knigbts had still remained in Pans, 
and on the adn'ce of tbe Dukes of Bern and Orleans 
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and oilier princes, the queen caused four knights of the 
suite of the Duke of Aquitaine to be carried away from 
the Louvre This so much enraged the duke that he at 
first mtended to sally out and call upon the populace of 
Pans to aid him to rescue the prisoners The pnnces of 
the blood, however, restrained him from domg this, hut 
although he pretended to he appeased he sent secret letters 
to the Duke of Burgundy begging him to come to his 
assistance. 

This senmd as an excuse for Burgundy to gather all his 
adherents and to march towards Paris, and as he collected 
the force he sent letters to all the prmcipal towns saymg 
that at the inidtation of his son-m-laiv, the Duke of Aqiu- 
taine, and m consequence of the breach of the peace com- 
mitted by his enemies, he was forced to take up arms to 
rescue his beloved daughter and the duke from the hands 
of those who constrained them. Upon the other hand, 
letters were written in the king’s name to the vanous towns 
on the line by which Burgundy would advance from Artois, 
begging them not to open their gates to him 

The Burgimdian army advanced and occupied St Dems, 
thence the duke sent detachments to the various gates of 
Paris in hopes that the populace would nse m his favour 
However, the citizens remained quiet, and the duke, being 
unpiovided with the engines and machines necessary for a 
siege, fell back agam, placing strong gamsons m Compiegne 
and Soissons Then the Oileanists took the offensive, be- 
sieged and captuied town after toivn, and revenged the 
murder of their friends in Paris by wholesale massacres 
and atrocities of the worst description. 
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The Burgundiatis in vain attempted to raise an army of 
sufficient strength to meet that of the lung, "who himself 
accompanied the Orleanist foices in the field The fact 
that he "vras present mth them had a povrerful influence 
in preventing many lords vrho would otherwise have done 
so from 3oming Bm gundy, for although aU knew that the 
king was hut a puppet who could be swayed by those 
who happened to be lound him, even the shadow of the 
royal authority had great weight, and both parties carried 
on their operations in the Icing’s name, piotestmg that any 
decrees hostile to themselves were not the true expression 
of his opinion, but the work of ambitious and traitorous 
persons who sunounded him After occupying Laon, 
Pcronne, and other places, the king’s army entered Axtois, 
captured Bapaume, and advanced against Aoras, where Sir 
John of LuxembiU'g, who commanded a Burgundian gar- 
rison, prcpaicd foi the siege by sending away the gi eater 
part of the women and cbildien, and destroying all the 
buildings and suburbs outside the walls 

As soon as it was eridcnt that the Orleanist army was 
marching against Artois, Guy despatched one of the Eng- 
lish soldicis to Summorloy to inform his lord that if, as it 
seemed, the Orlcanists intended to subdue all the Burmin- 
diaii tomis and fortresses in the proimcc. it was probable 
that ^ illeroy would be besieged The messenger returned 
vnth twenty more archers, and brought a letter from Sir 
Eustace to Guv saying that Dame Margaret had been ill 
o\cr since her leturn from France, and that ‘^he wa"; at 
pie^ont in dangerous a state that he could not leave her 
“I tni't, he said, “tint as the negotiations for the 
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marriage of the Hng 'natli tlae Prench piincess are still 
going on^ jon mil not be disturbed. The main body of the 
Trencb army mil likely be engaged on more miportmt 
enterprises, and if you are attaclced it mU probably be only 
by strong pbmdering detacbments; these you need not 
fear. Should you be besieged strongly, bold out as long 
as you can. I sball be sure to receive nem of it from 
Calais, and mil go at once to tbe king and pray for his 
protection, and beg him to mite to tlie Eing of Trance 
declaring that, to his knowledge, I have ever been as loyal 
a vassal of Trance as of England Should you find that 
the pressure upon you is too groat, and that the castle is 
like to be taken, I authorize you to make surrender on 
condition that all mthin the castle are permitted to march 
array free and unmolested rrhithersoever they mil’’ 


CHAPTER XYIH 

IJATAUINA. 

A S soon as the Idngb army approached Arras, Cny 
repeated all the precautions that had before been 
taken, bnt .as this time there had been long marning, these 
vere carried ont more efiectnally. A consider.able number 
of the cattle and sheep of the tenants mere driven to Calais 
and there sold, the rest, mth tlie horses, mere taken into 
the castle. The crops mere hastily got in, for it mas iicar 
July, and these mere thrashed and tlie grain brought in 
mth the household furniture and all belongings. A graat 








KATARINA. 


319 




store of arrows had been long before prepared, and Guy 
felt confident that he could hold out for a long time 
The women and children took up their abode in the castle, 
and the former were all set to work to make a gieat num- 
ber of sacks A bundled cart-loads of earth were brought 
in, and ^his was stored in a corner of the court-yard. The 
earth was to be employed in filhng the sacks, which were 
to be lowered fiom the walls so as to form a protection 
against hea^’y missiles, should an attempt be made to efiect a 
breach 

A few days after the king’s army sat down before Aims, 
the look-out informed Guy that a horseman, together nuth 
a lady and two attendants, weio riding towards the castle 
Wondering uho these visitors 'could be, Guy crossed the 
drawbridge to the outwork, wheie a small party were now 
stationed As they rode up, he saw, to his surpnse and 
pleasuie, that they wore the Count of Montepone and his 
daughter He ran out to meet them 

“ I am delighted to see you, Count, and you also hlistrcss 
Katanna I regret that Sir Eustace and Dame Margaret 
aic not here to receive you pioperly ” 

“We veic aAvare that she was absent,” the count said as 
ho dismounted, ivhilo Guy assisted Katarina from her 
•saddle “ I received a letter three months since, it came by 
wav of riandcrs from Sir Eustace, evpiessing his thanks 
foi vhal «light senneo'! I had rendered to his wife He 
told 1110 that they had crossed o\er to England, and that 
you were his castellan here But I thought that ere this 
he might Inie rotmnod'’ 

*' I hcaid from him but a fov dav‘= ago,” Guv “^aid “ He 
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is detained in England by the illness of Dame Maigaret, or 
he would have hastened hither on heaiing that the French 
aimy was moving noith I need scarcely ask how you are, 
Mistress Kataima, for you have changed much, and if I 
maj^ say it ivithout ofTence, foi the better.” 

The girl flushed a little and laughed, and hei fatliei said . 
“It IS nigh three months since we left Pans; the country 
air has done her good. Since we left she has till now been 
in disguise again, and has ridden as my page, for I could 
not leave her behind, nor could I in an amiy, with so man}' 
wild and reckless spirits, take her in the dicss of a gnl ” 

By this time they had crossed the diawbiidge, the ser- 
vants leading their hoiscs aftei them 

“ kly sta}' must bo a short one,” the count said as they 
entoiod the banquoting-hall, and Guy gave oiders foi a le- 
past to lie solved 

“ I hoped that you were come to stay for a time, Count; 

I would do all in my power to make your visit a pleasant 
one ” 

The Italian shook his head “ No, I must ride back to- 
night I have come hero foi a double purpose In the 
fiist place I must send Katarina to England, she is almost 
a woman now, and can no longer wandei about mth mo in 
times like these In the second place, I have come to tell 
you that I tlnnk you need have no fear of an attack upon 
the castle That news you gave mo, v hich enabled me to 
save those three Orleainst nobles, has, added to what I had 
bofoio done in that vay, helped me vastly One of thorn 
IS a great favourite with Aquitaine, and the lattei took 
me under his special protection, and he and many other 
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great lords, and I may tell you even tlie queen herself, con- 
sult me frequently Shortly after you left I moved to a 
larger house, and as thei e vas no longer any need for me to 
assume the character of a vendor of medicines I abandoned 
that altogether, and took handsome apartments, vnth my 
negro ?rom the booth to open the door, and two other 
lackeys 

“ Jtly Imowledge of the stars has enabled me with some 
success to predict the events that have taken place, and 
Aqmtaine and the queen have both imphcit confidence in 
me and undertake nothing without my adwce The Duke 
of Orleans, too, has frequently consulted me. I have used 
my influence to piotect this castle I have told them that 
success vnll attend all their efforts, n Inch it was easy enough 
to foresee, as Burgundy has no army in the field that can 
oppose them But I said that I had descried a certain point 
of danger It was some time before I revealed what this 
was, and then said that it appeared to me that the onl in 
some way started from the west of Arras I would go 
no further than this for many days, and then said that 
it arose from a castle held bv one who was not altorrcther 

O 

French, and that were an attack made upon it enl would 
ari'^e I saw that it would lead to a disturbance I '=aid, in 
the negotiations for the mamage, and perhaps the ami il 
of an English army More than this I said the stars did 
not toll me 

“Aquitaine made inquiries and soon found that rav dc- 
script'on applic 1 to t illeroy, and be and the queen haie 
issne-1 OTxlers th u no plundering party is to coxrc in 
tb'* diiectiOn, and tnat on no r<. count i= the carik to V' 
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intcifercd and I shall talcc caie that their intentions 
in this matter aic not changed I had the loyal oideis to 
accompany the aimy This I should have done in any case, 
hut of couiso I piofesscd a ceitain icluctancej by saying 
that I had many clients in Pans However, I leceivcd 
vaiiousiich picsents, and was thcrefoi o prevailed ifjion to 
travel vuth them.” 

“ I thank you most heartily, Count, for, as you saw on 
crossing the couit-yaid, I have already called all the vassals 
in and made preparations to stand a siege As to youi 
daughtoi, I 'vnll, if 3*011 uish it, appoint two of the tenants’ 
daughteis as her attendants, and send an elderl3’^ voman 
as her companion, vnth an cscoit under Eoheit Picard, — 
one of those who wore vnth mo in Pans, — and four other 
mcn-at-aims to accompaii}^ her to Summoiloy and hand 
her over to the charge of Dame !Maigarct, who vnll, I 
tiust, bo in better health than when Sii Eustace mote to 
mo It will bo a gi’cat relief to our loid and lady to know 
that their presence is not urgently lequiied heio The 
escoit can stait to-moriow at da3’break if you wish that 
the}' should do so ” 

The count hesitated, and Gu}' went on “I vnll a])pomt 
the voman and the tv'O maids at once jMistiess Kataiina 
can occupy Dame JIargaret’s chambci, and the voman and 
the maids can sleep in those adjoining it ” 

“That mil do well,” the count said coidially “AVc liaio 
iidden twenty miles ahead}', and she could liaidly go on 
to-day, while if she staits at daybicak they may rcacii 
Calais to-moiiow ” 

“I vnll give Pic.ud a Icttei to the governor, asking him 
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in my lord’s name to give lionourable entertainment to the 
young lady, who is under Dame Margaret’s protection, and 
to forward hei upon her journey to join them by the first 
vessel sailing to Southampton, or if there be none sailing 
thither, to send her at once by ship to Dover, whence they 
can travel by land One of the four men-at-aims shall be 
an Englishman, and he can act as hei spokesman by the 
way ” 

“That mU do most excellently,” the count said, “and I 
thank you heaitily As soon as I have finished my meal I 
must ride for the camp again I staited early this morning 
in ordei not to be observed, in the first place because I did 
not wish mj'’ daughtei to be seen in hei female dress, and 
in the second because I would not that any should notice 
my coming in this direction, and indeed wc rode for the 
first mile baclcivai’ds along the load to Bapaume, and I shall 
retui n by the same n ay ” 

“AMiat mil the end of these troubles be, Count?” 

“As I lead the stais there will be pe<ice sboitly, and 
indeed it is clear to me that the Duke of Burgundy must 
by this time see tliat if the wai goes on he mil lose all 
Ailois and peihaps Flandci's, and that therefore he must 
make peace, and peihaps keep it until the royal army has 
maiched an ay .uid dispersed; aftei that we may be sure 
that the crafty duke mil not long remain cpiiet I have a 
Ini':;!!’ emis^iry m Buiguudy’s household, and as soon as 
the duke comes to the conclusion that he must beg foi 
pence I shall hnne intelligence of it, and shall giie early 
nows to the queen and to Aquitaine, who nvould hail it with 
gl idnC"?' for, seeing that the latter's aMfe is Burguiidt’s 



324 


AT AGINC0T7ET. 


daughter, he does not vrish to pi ess him hard, and •n'otild 
gladly see peace concluded” 

An hour later the count rode off Trith his tiro foUoirer^ 
after taking an affectionate leare of his daughter, and telling 
her that it -would not he long before he joined her — if only 
for a time — ^in England Before he went Guy had chosen 
the woman who, "with her two daughters, was to accompany 
Katarina, and had installed them in the private apart- 
ments. 

“What shall we do with ourselves for the day he asked 
the girl, who was, he saw, shy and ill at ease, now that her 
father had left. “If you are not tired we might take a ride 
We have some hawks here, and now that the harvest has 
been gathered we shall doubtless find sport -with the game- 
birds ” 

“ I am not at all tired,” she said eagerly, “and should hke 
it much ” 

Calling upon Long Tom and another to accompany them, 
horses were brought up, and they started and remained 
out imtil supper-time, bi ingmg home -with them some seven 
or eight partridges that had been lolled by the hawks 
Guy suggested that perhaps she would prefer to have the 
meal served in her o-wn apartments and to retire to bed 
early. She accepted the offer, and at once went to her 
room, which she did not leave again that evening Guy, 
as he ate alone, wondered to himself at the change that 
some nine or ten months had made in her. 

“ I suppose she feels strange and lonely,” he said to him- 
self “ She was merry enough when we were out hawking; 
but directly we got back again she seemed quite unlike 
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heiself I suppose it is because I always used to tieat her 
as if she were a boy, and now that sbe bas grown up into 
a woman sbe wants to forget that tune ” 

Tbe town of Arras resisted sturdily Tbe garrison made 
frequitnt sorties, took a good many prisoners, and inflicted 
heavy loss upon the besiegers before these could gather in 
sufficient numbers to drive them in agam, and all assaults 
weie lepulsed with loss Tbe castle of Belle Moote, near 
ALTras, also repulsed all tbe efforts of tbe kmg's army to 
take it 'Foraging parties of Orleamsts committed temble 
devastations in tbe country round, but gamed no advantage 
in tbeir attacks on any foi tiffed place 

On the 29tb of August tbe Didce of Brabant arrived intb 
some deputies from Flanders to negotiate a peace between 
Bui gundy and tbe king They were well received, and an 
ainustico was at once arranged The Fiencb troops weie 
suffering severely fiom disease, and tbe failure of all tbeir 
attempts to capture Anas made them ready to agree ivill- 
mgly upon a peace This was accordingly concluded on 
the 4ib of Seiitember, and tbe next day tbe royal army 
maicbed away 

Three weeks after Katarina had gone to England, Sir 
Eustace himself, to Guy’s great joy, arnved at the castle, 
bringing with him bis esquire and eight men-at-arms, as well 
as the throe semng-women and tbeir cscoii As soon as 
hi- pennon was seen Guy leapt on a horse that was standing 
'Middled in the com t-\ ard, and rode to meet them As he 
came up ho checked his bor=c in siirpjbe, for his fatbci vas 
liding by the side of Sir Eustace Iieco\enng himself, 
hov e\ C’ , bo doffed Ins cap to bis lord. 
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“Welcome bacl^ mj lord’’’ lie said. "I tiust that om 
dear ladj* is bettei. ’ 

“ Hucli better, Guj You see I bare brought your father 
ovei 'With me ” 

Guy bent lour to his father. * 

“I am right glad to see you,” the latter said, “and to 
hear such good accounts of yoiL Dame IMargaret and 
hLstress Agnes Tvere never tired of singing youi praises, 
and m truth I vas not veaiy of heaimg them ” 

“Are you going to make a long stay, father?” 

“I shall stay for some little tune, Guy. Our lady is 
going to be her ouui castellan for the present. And in 
truth things aie so quiet in England that Summeiley could 
•svell go on •without a gamson, so Sir Eustace suggested 
that I should accompany him luther, "wheie, hoTrever, just 
at piesent tilings have also a peaceful aspect. The young 
countess arrived safely, Guy, and "was heaitily -welcomed, 
the more so since, as your letter told me, it is to her father 
that "sve Q-we it that -we did not have the king’s army battei- 
ing our -n-alls, or, even if they did not tiy that, devastating 
the fields and ruinina: the farmeis ’ 

By this time they -were at the gate Long Tom had the 
gnrnson diawn up in the coiu't-yard, and they hailed the 
return of theii lord -with heart}* cheers, -u'hile the retainers of 
Siunmerley -were no less pleased at seeing Sir John Aylmer. 
“And no-w, Guy,” said Sir Eustace, “I will tell you why I 
have come hithei. It is partly to see after the estate, to 
hear the complaints of my vassals and to do what I can for 
them, and in the next place I wanted to see these fortifica- 
tions that you have raised, and, thirdly, I shall shortly iide 
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to Pans in the tram of tlie Earl of Dorset, the Loid Grey, 
Admiral of England, some Insliops, and many other knights 
and nobles, amounting m the whole to 600 hoise They go 
to treat for the mariiage of the pimcess of France udth the 
English long I had an audience "with the king at Win- 
chester as soon as we heard that the loyal army was march- 
ing towards Artois, and ho gave assurance that he would 
instruct the governor of Calais to furnish what assistance 
he could should the castle be attacked, and that he himself 
would at once on hearing of it send a lemonstrance to the 
King of France, vugmg that I, as a vassal of his as well as 
of Fi-ancc, had avoided talang any part in the troubles, and 
had ever borne myself as a loyal vassal of his Majesty 
“He was at Winchester when the young countess arnved, 
and I rode over to him to tell him that I had news that it 
was not piobable that Yilleroy would be attacked It was 
then that his Majesty infonned me that the Earl of Dorset 
mth a large body of nobles would ere long cross the 
Channel for the purpose that I have named, and begged me 
to iide with them The Idng, being disengaged at the time, 
talked vith me long, and questioned me as to the foimer 
defence of the castle, and how Dame Margaiet had faied 
wlicn, as ho had hoard, she was obliged to go as a hostage 
to Pans I told him all that had befallen hei, at which he 
seemed gieatly interested, and bade me present jou to him 
at the fust opportunity 

“ ‘ lie must be a lad after my o\m heart,’ he said, ‘ and 
he shall haN c an opportunity of winning his spurs as soon 
as may he, vhich peuhance is not so fai an ay as some folks 
ihmk’ ’ 
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Gnr tLaalrod -Sir Ikslacc ior so ^cdren -oi itm 30 

tlic English iin_g, 0115. -astod: '“'Wiiat do tot: iJimlc ic rjoant 
\y Idiosc last "^ordsj xqj lord?'’ 

^^IDhat I cannot saj, Onj; Em it maj irell Eo tEat ic 
tliinEs that this marriage mhich has Eocn so long talted of 
may not talce plac^ and that the negotaataons hare Eoen 
continnod solely for the pmnose of heaping him ‘qniet mhile 
JEance mas Ensied mith her omn tronldcs MoreoTrr, I 
hnom that the hang has been already -enlisting men, that he 
is impatient at haring Eeen pnt off so oft.cn mithsoftmords, 
and that this emEasm is intended to Ering matters t.D a 
head; therefore if, as I gathered from some of my friends at 
his conrt, he is eager for righting, it may Ee that his amoas- 
sadors anil demand 'conditions rrhich he is sure Eeforehand 
the King of France trill not grant. At may rate I shall 
ride tvith Dorset to Paris; rrhatercr the sentiments oi the 
Pnrgundians or Orloanists may Ee torr-ards me trill matter 
aaothing, riding as I shall do in the train of the earl I Ana 
going to tahe yon tritli me, as trell as J ohn Harpen, for I 
mats! do as trell as others, aaad hare had to lay ont a goodly 
snm in garments fit for the occasion, for the hang is Eent 
npon his emEasyr making a Erare shorn. Your father trih 
Eo castellan here in my aEsence„ I shall also tahe trith me 
Long Tom -and fonr of his ,archors, and fire French men- 
at-arms I hare Ironght some Lincoln-green -cloth to make 
fresh sarits for the archery and .also m-iterial for those tor 
the men-at-arm.s,'' 

Loth Sir F'tstace and Sir John Aylmer e,xpressed great 
satisfaction at the moaner in trhich the new ontworhs had 
Eeen erect.ed 
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“Assuiedly it is a strong castle now, Sir Eustace,” Sir 
Jotii said, “and would stand a long siege even liy a great 
aimy ” 

“"WTiat is all tliat eaitli for in the corner, Guy^” Sir 
Eustac*^ asked as they re-entered the castle after having 
made a survey of the new worlcs 

“I had that hroiight in, my loid, to fill sacks, of which I 
had three hundred made, so that if guns and batteiing 
machines were brought against us, we might cover the wall 
at the place they aimed at with sacks hanging closely to- 
gether, and so break the force of the stones or the cannon- 
balls ” 

“Excellently well arranged, Guy You thought. Sir 
John, that I was somewhat lash to leave the defence solely 
to the charge of this son of yours, but you see the lad was 
leady at all points, and I will warrant me that the castle 
vould have held out under him as long a tune as if you 
and I both had been in command of it ” 

It was not until January, the yeai being 1415, that the 
Eail of Dorset and a great company arrived at Calais As 
they passed not far from the castle they were joined by 
Su Eustace and his ictinue The long’s wishes had been 
cairied out, and the kniglits and nobles were so grandly 
attired and their retinues so handsomely appointed that 
vhcn they lode into Pans the people wore astonished at 
the splendour of the spectacle A few days after they 
reached the tipital the king gave a great festii al in honour 
of the M«itor* and there was a grand touinament at which 
the king and all the pniice-^ of the Wood tilted The 
English ambassadors n ore splendidly entertained, but their 
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proposals Trere considered inadmissible bjtbePrencb conr^ 
for Henrj demanded rrith Elatberine the dnchj of Eor- 
mandjj the county of Pontieu, and the ducby of Aquitaine. 

IN’o direct refusal Toas giTen, but the long said that he 
irould shortlj send over an embassy to discuss tire rendi- 
tions hlany handsome presents mere made to all the 
hnights and noblemenL, and the embassy returned to Eng- 
land. Sir Eustace left them near Tilleroy mith his partj.. 
and stayed tmo days at the castle Sir John Aylmer said 
that he Trould prefer that Guy should return home nith 
Sir Eustace and that he himself should remain as castellan, 
for he thought that there mas Bttle doubt that mar mould 
soon be declared j he said that he himself mas too old to 
tahe the field on active service^ and preferred greatly that 
Guy should ride mith Sir Eustace. Long Tom made a peti- 
tion to his lord that he too should go to England for a time. 

“If there mas any immediate chance of fighting here, mv 
lord,’’ he said, “ I mould most millingly remain, but seeing 
that at present all is quiet^ I mould fain return mere it but 
for a month: for I have a maid matting for me^ and have, 
methmks. kept her long enough, and mould gladly go home 
and fetch her over here.*’ 

The request mas at once granted, and Sir Eustace, his 
tvo esquires, and the archer rode to Calais, and crossed mith 
the company of the Earl of Dorset. 

Eor some months Guy remained quietlr at Summcrlev. 
Agnes, though nearly sirteen, mas stiH but a young gtrl 
mhile Eatarina had gromo stiH more momanlr during ihe 
last six months. The former almavs treated him as a brother, 
hut the latter mas changeahle and capricious, Occ-asion- 
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ally she would laiigii and chat when the thiee were alone, 
as she had done of old in Pans, hut moie often she would 
tease and laugh at him, while sometimes she would he shy 
aud silent 

“I cannot make out the young countess, my lady, he 
said to Dame Margaiet when Katanna had been teasing 
him even moie than usual. “She was nevei like this in 
Pans, and I know not that I have done aught to offend 
her that she should so often pick up my woids, and heiate 
me for a meamng they never had ” 

“You see, things have changed since then,” Dame 
Margaiet said vuth a smile, “’tis two years since you 
weic in Pans, and Katarina, although hut little older than 
Agnes, is alieady a jmung woman You were then still 
uudci seventeen, now you aic mneteen, and in growth and 
statiue wcll-nigh a man You can hardly expect her to he 
the same mth you as vhen she was running about Pans in' 
boy’s attire, for then you regaided her lather as a comiade 
than as a girl I think, perhaps, it is that she a little 
resents the fact that you knew her in that guise, aud theie- 
foro feels all the less at her case ivith you. Do not trouble 
about It. the thing mil right itself in time, and besides, you 
mil shoitlv be going oft to the uar ’ 

In fact picjiarations were being already made for it A 
1 lonch cmb.is5y of nobles and knight':, inth three bundled 
and filly horsemen had come o\ cr, and, aftei parsing through 
London, had gone to M inchc'^ter, and there met the king 
uud li”: gii.it lords. The Archbishop of Bourge*. vho was 
their ''jHike^man, at once forth that the king could not 
Lind over so lu'-ge a portion of his kingdom, but that he 
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Tvotild give vatli Jus daughter large estates jn Erance, to- 
gether 'witli a great sum iu ready money. This offer vras 
refused, and preparations for Tvar "went on in both countries 
France vras, indeed, but in poor condition to defend itself, 
for the Duhe of Aquitaine had seriously angered both 
parties He had made a pretext to get the great lords to 
ride out from Paris, he being Tvith them; but he had secretly 
returned, and had ordered the gates to be closed, had 
called the citizens to arms, and had resumed the supreme 
authority of the realm 

Hairing done this, he sent his ■wife, Burgundy’s daughter, 
to a castle at a distance, and surrounding himself with young 
nobles as reckless and dissipated as himself, led a life oi 
disorder, squandering money on his pleasures, and heavily 
taxi n g the city for his -wants. The Duke of Burgundy, 
indignant at the treatment of his daughter, sent an ambas- 
sador to demand that she should be taken back, and that 
all the persons, five hundred in number, who had been 
exempted from the terms of the treaty, should be allowed 
to return to Paris. Both requests were refused and the 
consequence was that the Duke of Burgundy, with his 
partisans, returned to his o-wn country in deep anger, he 
would take no part in the •war against the Enghsh, although 
he permitted his vassals to do so 

In July the English levies gathered at Southampton- 
The king was to have embarked immediately, and a great 
fleet had been collected for the purpose: but, as he "was on 
tbe point of sailing, Henry obtained news of a plot against 
his life on tbe pari of Sir Thomas Grey, Lord Scroop, and 
Eichard, Earl of Cambridge, tbe long's cousin As Scroop 
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was in constant attendance upon tlie king and slept in Hs 
room, the conspunturs had little doubt that their purpose 
could be earned out, their intention being to proclaim the 
Earl of March king, and to summon assistance fiom Scotland 
The three conspirators were tried by a juiy and were all 
found guilty. Grey was beheaded, but his companions 
claimed to be tned again by their peers No time was lost 
in cariying out the tnal, all the lords assembled at South- 
ampton were called together, and, after hearing the eiddence, 
at once found the two nobles guilty, and they were imme- 
diately beheaded 

Orders weie then given for the embarkation Sir Eustace 
had brought with him thuty aichcrs and as many men-at- 
arms, and, as they were waiting on the strand for the boats 
that weic to take them out to the ships to which they had 
been appointed, the Mug, who was personally superintending 
the operations, rode past Sir Eustace saluted him 
“Is this your following, Su Eustace?” the Mng asked 
“ It is, my loi d long, and would that it were larger Had 
we landed at Calais I should have been joined by another 
fifty stout Englishmen from Tilleroy, and should we in our 
marches pass ncai it I mil draw them to me Your majesty 
asked me to pi eseiit to you my esquire, Guy Aylmer, who, 
as I had the honour of telling you, showed himself a brave 
and trusty goutleraan, when, during the tioubles, he was in 
Pans with my wife Step fonvard, Gny'” 

The latter did so, saluted the Mng, and stood erect in 
milita’y .attitude. 

\ou hue begun well.’ the Mng said gracioudi . “and 
I hereby leqnc^t your lord that in the day of battle he will 
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permit you to fight neai me, and if you hear yourself as weU 
•when fighting for your Mng as you did when looking after 
your lady mistress, you shall have your share of honours 
as well as of blows ” 

The Idng then rode on, and Sir Eustace and Guy took 
their places in a boat wheie the men had already em- 
barked 

“ This is something like, Master Guy,” said Long Tom, 
who was m command of the archers, “ It was weU mdeed 
that I asked to come home to England when I did, else had 
I been now mewed up at YiUeroy while my lord was fightmg 
the French in the open field Crecy was the last time an 
English kmg commanded an army in battle against France, 
think 3'ou that we shall do as well this time?” 

“I trust so Tom, methinks_we ought assuredly not to 
do worse It is true that the French have been having 
more fighting of late than we have, but the nobles are less 
umted now than they were then, and are likely to be just 
as headstrong and incautious as they were at Crecy I 
doubt not that we shall be greatly outnumbei ed, but num- 
bers go for httle imless they are well handled The 
Constable D’AIbrett is a good soldier, but the nobles, who 
are his equals in rank, will heed his orders but little when 
their blood is up and they see us facmg them We may be 
sure, at any rate, that wc shall be weU led, for the lung has 
had much expenence against the Scotch and Welsh, and 
has shown himself a good leadei as well as a brave fighter 
I hope, Tom, that you have by this time come to be well 
accustomed to your new bow.” 

“ That have I I have shot foimscore arrows a day “With 
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it from tlie time I readied liome, not even omitting my 
wedding day, and I tlunlc that now I make as good shooting 
•with it as I did "With my old one ’Tis a pity we are not 
going to Calais 5 if we had been joined by tlurty archers 
there we should have made a brave show, and more than 
that, thSy would have done good ser'vrce, for they are picked 
men A few here may be as good, but not many. You see 
when we last sailed inth our lord the times were peaceful, 
and we were able to gather the best shots for fifty miles 
round, but now that the king and so many of the nobles 
aie all calling for archers we could not be so particular, and 
have had to take what we could get, still, I would enlist 
none who were not fair marksmen ” 

This couveisation took place as they were dropping down 
Southampton Wateis Their destination was known to be 
Haifleur, which, as it was stiongly fortified and garrisoned, 
was like to offer a sturdy lesistance The fleet was a great 
one, consisting of fiom twehm to fouiteen hundred sail, 
vlnch the king had collected from all the ports of England 
and Ireland, or hned from Holland and Fnesland The 
army consisted of six thousand five hundred horsemen and 
twenty-four thousand footmen of all kinds On the 13th of 
August the fleet anchored in the mouth of the Seine, three 
miles from Haiflem The operation of landing the great 
aimy and their hoises occupied three days, the French, to 
the EurpriEC of all, permitting the operation to he earned on 
vithout let or hindrance, although the ground was favour- 
able for their attacks As ^oon as the landing was effected 
the aiuiy took up its position so as to prevent any supplies 
fu'ui entering the town Ihcy had nith them an abundance 
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of macliines for 'batt-ering the ■walls, and these were speedily 
planted, and they began their work. 

The garnson had been reinforced by four hundred knights 
and picked men-at-arms, and fought with great determination 
and yalour, making seyeral sorties from the two gates of the 
town There were, howeyer, strong bodies of troops always 
stationed near to guard the engines from such attacks, and 
the French sorties were not only repulsed, but their knights 
had much difficult in -winning their way back to the to-vni 
The enemy were unable to use their cannon to much effect, 
for a large supply of gunpowder sent by the French long 
was, on the day after the English landed, captured on its 
■way into the to-wn. The besiegers lost, howeyer, a good 
many men from the crossbow-men who manned the -avails, 
although the English archers endeayoured to keep down 
their shooting by a storm of arrows The most formidable 
enemy, howeyer, that the Enghsh had to contend with -was 
dysentery, brought on by the damp and unhealthy natme 
of the ground upon which they were encamped Ko less 
than two thousand men died, and a yastly larger number 
were so reduced by the malady that they were useless for 
fighting The siege, howeyer, was carried on uninter- 
ruptedly. The rmners who had been brought over droye 
two galleries imder the walls, and the gates were so shat- 
tered by stones and cannon-balls that they scarce hung 
together 

The garrison surrendered after ha-^dng by the permission 
of the English king sent a messenger to the King of France, 
who was at Yemon, to say that unless they were succoured 
■within three days they must surrender, as the to-wn w.os 
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already at tlie mercy of the English, and received for ansiver 
that no army ivas as yet gathered that could relieve them 
In addition to the ravages of dysentery the Enghsh army 
had suffered much from ivant of food Large bodies of French 
ti oops Tere gathered at Rouen and other places, and when 
Icnights and men-at-arms went out to forage, they fell upon 
them and diove them back StiU a large amount of booty 
was gathered, together with enough provisions to afford a 
bare subsistence to the army A considerable amount of 
booty was also obtained when Harfieur fell The greatei 
portion of the inhabitants of the toivn were forced to leave 
It, the bleaches in the walls were repaired and new gates 
erected A portion of the treasure obtained was dmded 
by the Idng among the troops The pnsoners and the main 
portion of the booty — which, as Harfleur was the chief poi t 
of Normandy, and indeed of all the western part of France, 
was very great — he sent direct to England, together with the 
engines of war The sick and ailing were then embaiked on 
ships, with a considerable fighting force under the Earl of 
\YaTwick They were ordered to touch at Calais, where the 
fighting-nion were to be landed and the sick carried home, 
and Henry then prepared to march to Calais by land 
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CHAPTER XIX 

AGINCOUKT. 

T he Englisli Mng waited some time for an ansvier to a 
challenge lie Lad sent to the Duke of Aquitaine to 
decide their quari el by single combat; but Aquitaine cared 
more for pleasure than for fighting, and sent no answer to 
the cartel It was open to Henry to have proceeded by sea to 
Calais, and it.was the advice of his counselloi s that he should 
do so, but the lang declaied that the Erench should never 
say that he was afraid to meet them, and that as the country 
was his by right he would march wherever he pleased across 
it, and so, after leaidng a thousand archers and five bundled 
men-at-arms under the command of the Duke of Exetei, he 
set out on the 6th of October on his adventurous journey. 

Accounts difier as to the number that started with him. 
some French historians put it as high as 17,000, but it is 
certain that it could not have exceeded nine thousand men, 
of whom two thousand were men-at-arms and the rest 
archers Now, while the siege of Harfleur had been going 
on, the aft-angements for the embarkation of the troops and 
stores carried out, and the town put in a state of defence, 
troops had been marching from all points of France at the 
command of the French king to join him at Rouen, so that 
here and in Picardy two great aimies were already as- 
sembled, the latter imder the command of the Constable 
The English force marched by the sea-shore until it 
arrived at the river Somme No great resistance was en- 
countered, but large bodies of the enemy’s horse hoveied 
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near and cut off all stragglers, and rendered it difficult to 
obtain food, so that sickness again broke out among the 
troops. On reaching the Somme Henry followed its left 
bank up, intendmg to cross at the ford of La Blanche-Tache, 
across ^^hich Edward the Third had earned his army before 
fighting at Crecy 

The French, as on the previous occasion, held the ford, 
but they this time had erected defences on each of the 
banks, and had strong posts driven into the bed of the 
river Still ascending along the iiver banlc the English 
found every budge broken and every ford fortified, while 
a great body of troops marched parallel inth them on the 
right bank of the river. At Pont St. Eemy, Ponteau de 
Mer, and several other points they tned in vain to force a 
passage Seven days were spent in these attempts; the 
troops, suffermg ternble hardships, were disheartened at 
their failure to cross the nver, and at finding themselves 
getting farther and farther from the sea On the morning 
of the 19th, howei er, a ford was discovered which had not 
been staked The Enghsh vanguard at once made a dash 
across it, repulsecj its defenders on the other bank, and the 
whole army with its baggage, which was of scanty dimen- 
sions, swarmed acioss the nver. 

Sir Eustace, ivith his little force, now reduced to half 
its number, was, as it happened, in front of the army when 
the ford was discovered, and. followed by his two esquires 
and ten mounted men-at-arms, dashed into the riier, 
Vihile the archers, slinging their bows behind them, drew 
their axes and followed. For a short time there v .as .a 
desperate conflict, but .is reinforcements hurried ncro-s, the 
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fight "became more eyen and the French speedily gave "way. 
TVhen the king had crossed he thanked Sir Eustace for his 
prompt action. 

“Hhd you yaited t-o send hack for orders/’ he said, ‘'the 
French yrould have come up in such numbers that t^e ford 
•would not have been won "uithout heavy loss, whereas by 
dashmg across the moment it '^vas discovered, you took the 
defenders by surprise and enabled us to get over ■without 
the loss of a single man.*’ 

The Constable, disconcerted at finding that all his plans 
for keeping the Enghsh on the left bank of the river were 
foiled, fell back to St Pol in Artois Henry followed, but 
without haste His small force ■was greatly reduced by 
sickness, while by this time the whole of the royal army 
had marched round and joined that of the Constable. On 
the day after the passage had been effected three heralds 
arrived in the English camp to acquaint the king ■with the 
resolution of the Constable and of the Dukes of Orleans and 
Brabant to give his army battle before he reached Calais 
Henry rephed that fear of them woidd not induce hi m to 
move out of his way or to change the order of his march, 
he intended to go on straight by the road to Calais, and 
if the French attempted to stop him it would be at their 
peril : he accordmgly contmued to advance at the same rate 
as before 

The Constable fell back from St. Pol and took up his 
post between the villages of Euissan-rille and Agincomt, 
where, having received all the remforcements he expected, 
he determined to give battle. On the 24th the English 
crossed the Temois at Blangi, and soon afterwards came 
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111 Sight of the enemy’s columns These fell hack as he 
advanced, and toivaids evening he halted at the village of 
Maisoncelles, within half a mile of the enemy’s position 
Foitunately piovisions had been obtained during the day’s 
maicH, these were cooked and seived out, and the English 
lay down to sleep The king sent for Sir Eustace 

“You know this ground well, I suppose, Sii Eustace,” 
he said, “for your castle of ViUeroy is not many miles 
distant?” 

“’Tis but six miles away,” the kmght regbed “It is a 
good ground to fight on, for facing it are fields, and on 
either flank of these are largo woods, so that theie Anil bo 
little space for the enemy to move ” 

“ That IS just what I Avould have,” the king said. “AYere 
they but half as strong as the}’’ are I should feel less confi- 
dent that Ave should defeat them, then numbers Anil hinder 
them, and the deep wet ground aviU hamper their move- 
ments As for ourselves, I Avould not haA’-e a man more 
Anth mo if I could, the foAver we are the greater the glory 
if we conquer, Avhile if Ave are defeated the less the loss to 
England Does your young csqmre also know the ground, 
Sir Eustace?” 

“Yes, sire, he has, I know, often ndden here when 
haAA'king ” 

“Then let him go Anth four of my officers, who arc 
about to reconnoitre the ground and see Avhere Ave had best 
fight " 

Gu\ Av.as accordingly called up and started Anth the 
officers He first took them up to the AAOod on the right 
of the French dmsion, then they moAed across its front at 
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a distance of fifty yards only fiom tlio Fi'cncli line Tlie 
contrast between it and the English camp tras gicab In 
the latter all n-as qniet Tlie men after a hearty meal had 
lam domi to sleep, heeding little the wet ground and falling 
rain, exhausted by their long marching, and in good rpirits, 
— desperate though the odds seemed against them, — that 
they weic next day to meet their foes In the French 
camp all iras noise and confusion Each body of troops 
had come on the ground under its own commander, and 
shouts, orders, and mqnines sounded from all quarters. 
iSlany of the Ficnchmen never dismounted all the night, 
thinldng it better to lem.ain on horseback than to lie down 
on wet gionnd Groat hies were lighted and the soldiers 
gathcied round these, wanning themselves and drinking, 
and c.alcnlnting the ransoms to be gamed by the capture of 
the king and the great nobles of England. Knights and 
men-at-anns rode .about in search of their diAnsions, their 
horaes slipping and floundcnng in the deep cl.ay 

Pissing .along the hue of the Ficnch army Guy and 
the officers proceeded to the wood on the left, and s.atisficd 
thomselA'cs that neither there nor on the other hank had 
an}’ 111 go body of men been posted They then returned 
and made their report to the king Gny wr,appod him- 
self in his cloak and lav doAvn and slept until the moon 
rose at, three o’clock, Avhen the whole army awoke and 
picpircd for the day’s aa'oiIc. The English king ordered the 
trumpeters and other musicians avIio had been brought Avilh 
the .army to pl.av mciry tunes, and these during the three 
hours of daikncss cheered the spirits of the men and liclpcd 
thcui to resist the dojiressing influence of the cold night .aii 
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following upon tlieir sleep on the wet ground The French, 
on the other hand, had no manner of musical instiuments 
with their aimy, and all weie fatigued and depressed hy 
their long vigil 

The horses had sufiered as much as the men from damp, 
sleeplessness, and want of forage There was, howevei, no 
want of confidence in the French army — ^all legarded nctoij’^ 
as absolutely certain As the Enghsh had lost by sickness 
since they left Haifleur fully a thousand men out of the 
9000, and as against these were anayed at least a hundred 
thousand — some French histoiians estimate them at 150,000 
— compiising most of the chivahy of France, the latter might 
well regard victoiy as certain. There were, however, some 
Avho were not so confident, among these was the old Duke 
of Boin, who had fought at Poitieis sixty years before, and 
remembered how confident the French wei e on that occasion, 
and how disastrous v as the defeat His coxuisel that the 
English should be allowed to maich on unmolested to Calais, 
had been scouted by the French leaders, but he had so fai 
pi mailed that the intention that Charles should place him- 
self at the head of the aimy was abandoned 

“It would bo better,” the duke had urged, “to lose the 
battle than to lose the king and the battle together.” 

As soon as day bioke the English weie musteicd and 
formed up, and three masses were celebrated at dilTerent 
points in ordci that all might hear Illicn this was done 
the foi cc was formed up into three central divisions and t\% o 
Mings, but the dinsions Merc placed so close togethei that 
they pnictically formed but one. The whole of the archers 
Mere placed in adiance of the men-at-anns eri archer, in 


BU 


AT AGKCOTjItT. 


addition to Ms arms, carried a long state starpened at tott 
ends, ttat '^rMct iras to project above tbe gronnd being 
armed vritb a sharp tip of iron. "When the archers had 
taken up their positions these states vrere driven obliquely 
into the ground, each being firmly thrust in trith the 
strength of ttvo or three men As the archers stood many 
lines deep, placed in open order and so that each could 
shoot between the heads of the men in front of Mm, there 
were sufficient stakes in front of the line to form a tMck 
and almost impassable cJicmux-dc-fnse. The baggage and 
horses were sent to the rear, near the village of Maison- 
celles, Tinder a guard of archers and men-at-arms. "iThen 
all the arrangements were made^ the king rode along the 
line from rank to rank, saying a few words of encourage- 
ment to each group of men He recotmted to them the 
victories that had been won against odds as great as those 
they had to encounter, and told them that he had made up 
Ms oTvn mind to conquer or die^ for that England should 
never have to pay ransom for him 

The archers he fired especially by reminding them that 
when the Orleanists had taken Soissons a few months before 
they had himg up like dogs three hundred English archers 
belonging to the garrison He told them that they could 
evpect no mercy, for that, as the French in other sieges had 
committed horrible atrocities upon their own coimtrrmen 
and countrywomen, they would assuredly grant no mercy to 
the Enghsh ; wMIe the latter on their march had burned no 
town nor rillage, and had injured neither man nor woman, 
so that God would assuredlv light for them against their 
wicked foesw The lungs manner as much as Ms words 
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aioused tlie entliusiasm of tlie soldiers, liis expression 'was 
calm, confident, and clieerful, lie at least evidently felt no 
doubt of tlie issue. 

The Duke of Berri had most stiongly urged on the 
council that the Drench should not hegm the attack. They 
had done so at Grecy and Poitiers u'lth disastrous effect, 
and he urged them to await the assault of the English 
The latter, however, had no intention of attacking, for 
Henry had calculated upon the confusion that would surely 
arise when the miniense Piench army, crowded up between 
the two woods, endeavoured to advance. The men were 
therefore ordered to sit down on the ground, and food and 
some Avino were served out to them 
The Constable was equally determined not to move; the 
Eicnch therefore also sat down, and for some hours the 
two armies watched each other The Constable had, how- 
evoi, some difficulty in maintaining his resolution The 
Duke of Orleans and numbers of the hot-headed young 
nobles clamoured to be aUon ed to charge the English. He 
himself would gladly have waited until joined by large re- 
inforcements iindei the Duke of Brittany and the Marshal 
do Loigny, who weie both expected to arnve in the course 
of the day. As an excuse for the delay, rather than from 
.my wish that his oveitiires should be accepted, he sent 
hcnilds to the English camp to offer Henry a free passage if 
ho would lestore Harfleur, with all the prisoners that he 
had made there and on his mazch, and resign his claims to 
the tin one of Prince Henry replied that he maintained 
iho conditions he had laid doim by his ambassadors, and 
that he would accept none others He had, in fact, no 
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•wish to uegotiatc, foi he, too laieAv that the French would 
very shortly he largely reinforced, and that were he to 
delay his march^ even for a day or two, his army vronld he 
starved 

Perceiving at last that the Constable was dcteijnnned 
not to begin the battle, he sent ofi' two detachments from 
the rear of his army, so that their movements should be 
concealed from the sisfht of the French One of these 

O 

composed of archers, 'vvas to talie post in the wood on the 
left hand of the French, the other was to move on through 
the wood, to come down in their rear, and to set on fire 
some bams and houses there, and so create a pamc. He 
waited until noon, by which time he thought that both de- 
tachments would have reached the posts assigned to tliem, 
and then gave the orders for the advance. The archers were 
dehghted when their commander, Sir Thomas Frpingham, 
repeated the order !None of them had put on his armour, 
and many had thrown off their jerltins so as to have a freer 
use of their arms either for bow or axe Each man pinched 
up his stake, and the whole moved forward in orderly 
arniT until within bow-shot of the enemy. Then the archers 
again stuck their stokes into the ground, and, taking up 
their position as before, raised a mighty shout as they let 
fly a Tollev of arrows into the enemy. 

The shout ivas echoed from the wood on the French left., 
and the archers there at once plied their bows, and from 
both flank and front showers of arrows fell among the 
French As originally formed up, the latter’s van should 
have been covered by archers and crossbow-men, but, from 
the anxiety of the knights and nobles to bo first to attock, 
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the footmen had been pushed back to' the rear, a position 
which they were doubtless not sorry to occupy, remem- 
beimg how at Crecy the crossbow-men had been trampled 
down and slam by the French kmghts, desirous of getting 
through them to attack the Enghsh Therefore, there stood 
none between the archers and the French array of kmghts, 
and the latter suffered heavily from the rain of arrows 
Sir Glugnet de Brabant was the first to take the offensive, 
and with twelve hundred men-at-arms charged down upon 
the archers with loud shouts The horses, however, were 
stiff and iveary from standing so long in order, the deep 
and shppery ground, and the weight of their heavily-armed 
riders caused them to stagger and stumble, and the stoim 
of arrows that smote them as soon as they got into motion 
added to the disorder 

So accurate was the aim of the archers, that most of 
the arrows struck the kmghts on their helmets and lizors 
hlany fell shot through the brain, and so terrible was the 
rain of arrows that all had to bend down their heads so 
as to save their faces Many of the archers, too, shot at 
the horses, some of these were killed and many wounded, 
and the latter swerting and turning aside added to the 
confusion. And when at length Sir Glugnet and the 
leaders reached the line of stakes in front of the archers, 
only about a hundred and fifty of the twelve hundred men 
were behind them 

The horses drew up on reaching the hedge of stakes 
Their nders could give them no guidance, for "without 
deigning to nio\e from their order the archers continued 
to keep up their storm of arrows, which at such close 
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quarters pierced all but the ^ery finest armour, while it 
was certain death to the kmghts to raise their heads to 
get a glance at the situation The hoises, maddened with 
the pam of the arrows, soon settled the matter Some 
turned and rushed off madly, carrying confusion into the 
ranks of the first division, others galloped oft to the nght 
or left, and of the twelve hundred men who charged, three 
only broke through the bne of stakes, and these weie 
instantly kdled by the bdl-hooks and axes of the archers 
The second bne of battle was now in disorder, broken 
by the fugitive men and horses of Sir Clugnet’s party, 
smitten with the arrow s to which they had been exposed 
as that party melted away, and by those of the English 
archers m the wood on their flank The confusion height- 
ened every moment as wounded knights tried to withdraw 
from the fight, and others from behind struggled to take 
their places in front Soon the disorder became temble 
The archers plucked up them stakes and ran forward; 
the French bne recoiled at their approach in order to get 
into fairer order, and the archers, vnth loud shouts of 
victory, slung their bows behind them, dropped the stakes, 
and with axe and bill-hook rushed at the horsemen These 
were too tightly wedged together to use then lances, and as 
they had retired they had come into newly -ploughed 
ground, which had been so soaked by the heavy rain that 
the horses sank in the deep mud to them knees, many 
almost to then bellies Into the midst of this helpless 
crowd of armed men the English archers bm'st Embai rasscd 
by their stniggling horses, scarcel}’^ able to w ield their arms 
in the pi ess, seeing but scantily, and that only in front 
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througli the narroTT slits of their vizors, the chivalry of 
France died almost unresistingly 

The Constable of France and many of the highest nobles 
and most distinguished kmghts fell, and but few of the first 
hne m^de their escape, these, passing through the second divi- 
sion, in order to draw up behind, threw this also into some 
confusion The Dulce de Brabant, who had just arrived on 
the field, charged down upon the flank of the archers These 
met him fearlessly, and he and most of those mth him were 
killed This fight had, however, given time to the second 
dinsion to close up their ranks The archers would have 
attacked them, but the king caused the signal for them to 
halt to be sounded, and ndmg up formed them in order 
again. The French were unable to take advantage of the 
moment to try and recover their lost ground, for the horses 
were knee-deep in the ground, upon which they had all 
night been trampling, and into which the weight of their 
own and their nders’ aimour sunk them deeply 

“ Jlow, my lords,” the king said, turning to those around 
him, “our brave archers have done their share, it is our 
turn and then, as arranged, all dismounted and marched 
foiward against the enemy 

In accordance with Ins orders, Sir Eustace de Yilleroy 
and Guy were posted close to the king, while John Harpen 
led the men-at-arms from Summerley. For a time the 
battle raged fiercely. In the centre fought the king -with 
his nobles and knights, while the archers nho had most of 
them thrown off their shoes and were able to move lightly' 
01 cr the treacherous ground, threw themselves upon the 
enenn s flanks, and did dreadful execution there. In the 
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centre, liOArevcr, tlic progress of the Englisli Tvns slorrer. 
Tlic French knights in.nJc the most desperate efiorts to 
attack the Mng himself, and pressed forAvard to reach the 
royal banner. His brother, the Dnke of Clarence, rras 
rronnded, and mould have been killed had not thj* king 
himself, mth a fern of his knights, taken post around him. 
and kept olf the attacks of his foes until he recovered his 
feet Almost immediately aftermords a band of eighteen 
Ivuights, under the banner of the Lord of Croye, mho had 
bound themselves by an oath to take or kill the king, 
charged domn upon him One of them struck him so heavy 
a blom on the head mith a mace that the king ivas beaten 
to his knee, but Ins knights closed in round him, and every 
one of the assailants mas killed. 

The Duke of Alcncon next charged domn mith a strong 
folloiving; he cut his vray to the royal stand.ard, and struck 
the Duke of York dead mith a Worn of his battle-axe. Heuiy 
sprung forward, but Alcucou’s meapon again fell, and striking 
him on the head chpped off a portion of the cromu mliich 
Henry more round his helmets But before the French knight, 
could repent the stroke Guy Ayhuci sprung forvrard and 
struck so hc.avy a hlom full on the duke’s viror that he fell 
from his horse dead. His fall completed tlio confusion and 
dism.av among the French, and the second division of their 
army, mhich had hitheito fought, gallantly, nom gave may. 
Many mere taken prisoners. Tlio third dirision, although 
alone vastly snpenor in numbers to the English, seeing the 
destruction of the others, began to dram off They had 
moved but a short distance avhen loud shouts mere heard 
in the English rear. Two or three French knights, mith 
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a body of several hundred armed peasants, had suddenly 
fallen upon the English baggage and horses which had been 
left at Maisoncelles Many of the guard had gone off to join 
in the battle, so that the attack was successful, a portion of 
the baggage, including the king’s oivn wardrobe, and a great 
number of horses being captured 

Ignorant of the strength of the attackmg party, Henry 
beheved that it was the reinforcements under the Duke of 
Brittany that had come up At the same moment the third 
division of the French, whose leaders were also similarly 
deceived, halted and faced round Belieidng that he was 
about to be attacked m front and rear by gieatly superior 
forces, Henry gave the order that all prisoners should be 
killed, and the order was to a great extent executed before 
the real natme of the attack was discovered and the order 
countermanded. The third dmsion of the French now con- 
tinued its retreat, and the battle was over. There remamed 
but to examuio the field and see who had fallen 

The king gave at once the name of Agincourt to the 
battle, as this nllage possessed a castle, and was therefoie 
the most important of those near which the fight had taken 
place. Properly the name should have been Azincourt, as 
this was the Fieiich spelling of the village The loss of the 
Fiench was teriible, and their chivalry had suffered eieii 
more than at Poitiers Several of the relations of the French 
king wore killed. The Duke of Brabant, the Count de Kevers, 
the Duke of Bar and his two brothers, the Constable, and 
the Duke of Alen^on all perished No less than a hundred 
and tnenty great lords were killed, and eight thousand 
nohlc% knight‘=, and esquires lost their lives, ^nth soinc 
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thousands of loTrer degree^ irhile the Duke -of OrlennSj the 
Diike of Bourbon, and many others irere taken prisoneis 

The accounts of uhe English loss diSer considerahlj-, the 
highest placing it at sixteen hundred^ the lowest at one- 
fourth of that number. The plunder taken hj them fu the 
shape of costly armour, arms, rich garment^ and the trap- 
pings of horses, was great; hut of food there was hut little, 
and many of the rictors lay down supperless around the 
Tillage of Maisoncelles. 

The knights who had led the peasants to the attack of the 
haggage-train, instead of joining in the fight and had thereby 
caused the unfortunate massacre of so manr prisoner^ fell 
into great disgrace among the Trench for their conduct and 
were imprisoned for some years hy the Duke of Burgundy. 

That erening the English king knighted many esquires 
and aspirants of noble families, among them Guy Aylmer, 
who was indeed the first to receire the honour. 

“No one fought more hrarely than you did, young 
knight’’ he said, as Guy rose to his feet after Tecaring the 
accolade; “I will see that you have lands to support your 
new dignity. Twice you were at my side when I was in 
the greatest danger, and none hare won their spurs more 
fairly.’’ 

John Harpen would also hare been among those knighted, 
but he declined the honour, saying that he was not come of 
gentle blood, and wished for nothing better than to remain 
his lord s esquire so long as he had strength to follow him 
in the field. 

The next morning the army marched t.o Calais Tlic 
king turned aside with Sir Eustace, and with a strong pariy 
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rode to Villeroy liad gone on 'with the naen-at-arms 

at daybreak, and a banquet had been prepared, and Wenty 
cart-loads of grain and a hundred bullocks sent off to meet 
the aimy on its march 

“’Tis a fine castle. Sir Eustace,” the king said as he rode 
m, “ but truly it is perilously situated If after this I can 
make good terms mth France I "will see that the border 
shall run outside your estates, but if not, methinks that it 
weie best for you to treat •with some Fiench noble for its 
sale, and I ivill see that j^ou are equally "well bestowed in 
England, for in truth, after fighting for us at Agincourt, 
you are like to have but httle peace here ” 

“ I would gladly do so, my lord kmg,” Sir Eustace replied. 
“During the last three years it has been a loss rather than 
a gain to me I have had to keep a large garrison here, the 
estate has been wasted, and the houses and barns burned. 
Had it not been that there was for most of the time a truce 
between England and Franco I should have fared worse 
And now I may well be attacked as soon as your majesty 
and the army cross to England ” 

“You will have a httle breathing time," the king said, 
“ they mil have enough to do for awhile to mourn their 
losses I n ill not leave behind any of your brave fellows 
who bale fought so haid here, but when I arnve at Calais 
mil Older two hundred men of the garnson to come over 
<0 reinforce you untd you can make arrangements to get 
nd of the cistlc, if it is not to remain within my temtory ” 
Sir Eustace intioduced Sir John Aylmer as the father 
of the nevly-nnde Icinght 
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one who is like to make his way to high distinction I 
douht not that before we have done with the French he 
wih have fresh opportunities of pronng his i alour ” 

After the meal was over the king went round the walls 
“ ’Tis a strong place/’ he said, “ and yet unless aid r^ched 
you, you could not resist an army with cannon and machines ” 
“ I have long seen that, your majesty, and have felt that 
I should have to choose between England and France, for 
that, when war broke out agam, I could not remain a vassal 
of both countries ” 

“It shall be my duty to show you that you have not 
chosen wrongly. Sir Eustace. I cannot promise to mamtam 
you here, for you might be attacked when I have no army 
with which I could succour you. As soon as I return home 
and learn which of those who have fallen have left no heirs, 
and whose lauds theiefore have come into my gift, I will 
then make choice of a new estate for you ” 

The army marched slowly to Calais It was weakened by 
sickness and hunger, and every man was borne down by the 
weight of the booty he carried On arriving there the king 
held a coimcil, and it was finally determined to retiun to 
England The force under his command was now but the 
skeleton of an army Fresh men and money were i equired 
to continue the war, and he accordingly set sail, carrying 
with him his long train of royal and noble pnsoners The 
news of the nctory created the greatest enthusiasm in Eng- 
land At Dover the people rushed into the sea and carricfl 
the king to shore on their shoulders At Canterbury and 
the other towns through which he passed he received an 
enthusiastic welcome, while his entry into London was a 
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tnumph Every house was decorated, the conduits lan 
■with wine instead of watei, and the people were vuld "siuth 
joy and enthusiasm. Great subsidies weie granted him by 
Paihament, and the people in their joy would have sub- 
mitted* to any taxation However, throughout his reign 
Henry always showed the gi’eatest moderation, he kept 
well within constitutional usages, and his pleasant affable 
manner secured for him thioughout his leign the love and 
devotion of his subjects 

On his arnval at Calais Guy discovered that among the 
prisoners was his friend Count Charles d’Estournel 

“ I am grieved indeed to see you in this plight,” he ex- 
claimed as he met him 

’Tis unfortunate trulj'’, Aylmer, but it might have been 
worse, better a prisoner than among the dead at Agmcoui t,” 
the light-hcaited jmung count said, “but truly it has been 
an awful business AATio could have dreamt of it? I 
thought mj’^self that the council were 'svrong when they 
refused all the offers of the tomis to send bodies of footmen 
to fight beside us, had they been there, they might have 
faced those terrible archers of yours, for they at least would 
ha\ c been free to figlit when we were all but helpless in that 
quagmire I '^ee that you have knightly spurs on, and I 
congratulate you ” 

“Non, Count, -what can I do to ensure vour release at 
once? ^Vho':c pnsoner aie you?’’ 

" I sui rendered to one John Pardons, an esquire, and I 
shall, of course, as soon a*; wc get to England, send home to 
rai-^e money for my ransom ” 

“I know him veil,’ Guy said, “his lord's tent was 
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pitched alongside that of Sir Eustace, before Harfleur, and 
we sair much of each other, and often rode together on the 
march K I gave him my guarantee for your ransom, I 
doubt not that he "will take your pledge, and let you depart 
at once ” c 

“ I should be glad indeed if you vrould do so, Aylmer ” 

“ At any rate he tviII take the guarantee of Sir Eustace,” 
Guy said, “•which ■wiU, I know, be given readily, after the 
service you rendered to his dame, and it may be that you 
•mil have it m your power to do him a sendee in return.” 
He then told the count of the intention of Sir Eustace to 
sell the estate, or lather to arrange for its transfer 

“It is held directly from the cro^wn,” he said, “but just 
at present the crown is powerless. Artois is every wheie 
Burgundian, and it would ceitainly be greatly to the advan- 
tage of Biugimdy that it should be held by one of his fol- 
lowers, while it would be to the safety of France that it 
should be held by a Frenchman, rathei than by one who is 
also a vassal of England ” 

“I should think that that could be managed,” the count 
said thoughtfully “ I ■will speak to my father I am, as 
you know, his second son, but through my mother, who is 
a German, I have an estate on the other side of the Khine 
This I would gladly exchange — that is to say, would part 
with to some German baron — ^if I could obtain the fief of 
Yilleioy I have no doubt that Burgund}’^ would not only 
consent, but would help, for, as you know by the manner 
in which your lady was made a hostage, ho looked •with 
great jealousy on this frontier fortress, which not only 
gives a way for the Enghsh into Ai'tois, but which would. 
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in tlie hands of an Orlearast, greatly aid an invasion of the 
promiice fiom Pontoise and the ivest And, although the 
court would ]ust at present object to give the fief to a 
Bui’gundian, it is poweiless to inteifere, and when the 
tioublps are over, the duke would doubtless be able to 
manage it ” 

Guy had no difficulty in arranging the matter with D’Es- 
tournel’s captor, to whom Sir Eustace and he both gave 
their surety that his lansom should be paid, and, before 
sailing, Guy had the satisfaction of seeing his friend mount 
and ndo for St Omor uuth a pass thiough the English terri- 
toiy from the governor 


CHAPTER XX 


PENSHURST 


Eustace and 
his com- 


A FTER accompanying the king to London Sir Eus 
Guy rode to Summerley, where Long Tom and 
panions had alroad}^ ainved, haidng marched thither direct 
fiom Dover Theie were great rejoicings at the castle Not 
only the tenants, but people from a long way lound came 
in to ]oin in welcoming home two of the heroes of Agni- 
court The aicher had already brought news of Guy hai ing 
been kmghled, and he was warmly congratulated by Dame 
Margaret and by Agnes, who received him inth her usual 
sisterly affection Katanua, also, congratulated him, but 
it was vith less varmth of manner In the evening, hov.'- 
e\er. hei mood changed, and she said to him- 
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“Thougli 1 do not say much, you Inio'^r that I am yloasod, 
Sir Guj,” 

“I am not sure, ConntBSS Kat-rrina — since Treare to he 
ceremonious to each other — that I do quite huou-, for ance 
I returned from Prance last time, I hare seldom ur!dcrst.0Dd 

r 

you 5 one moment you seem to me just as you used to he, 
at another you hold me at a distaaice, as if I mere rrell-nigh 
a stranger,'’ 

Katarina shrugged her shoulders “^iVhat rrould ;\tou 
hare, Guy? One canh he alrrays in the same humour.'” 

“ You are alrrays iu the same hmnour to Dame Margaret 
and Agnes ’’ he said^ “ so far as I can see I am the only 
one Trhom you delight to tease"” 

“Konr that you are a belted hnight, Sir Guy, I shall not 
presume to tease you auT more, bur, shall treat you rrith 
the respect due to your dignity,'” Then she smept a deep 
curtrsey, and turning, Trent OS' vrith n mcirr latigh, irhile 
Guv loohed after her more pnszled than ever. 

That evening he received the news that during the absence 
of SirEnstace and himself Sir "William Bailev, a yonng hnight 
whose estates lay near, had ashed for the hand of Agnes, 
and that although Dame hrargarethad heen unable to give 
nu answer during her lord's absence, Agnes would willingly 
submit herself to her father's orders to wed Sir Whlliam 

Guy remained for some months quietly at Summcrley, 
The Emperor Sigismimd had paid a visit to England, anu 
then to Paris, to endeavour to reconcile the two conntries. 
His mediation failed. Henry offered, as n hnal settlements 
to accept the exccniion. on the part of Fr.ance, of the treatv 
of Tropipiy Kolhing, however, came of it for there was 
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no government in Trance capable of malang a bmdmg 
treaty In spite of the disgrace and tbe slaughter of the 
nobles at Agmcourt theie vras no abatement of the internal 
dissensions, and the cnnl war between Bm gundy and 
Aii^agnac was still raging, the only change in aftaus bemg 
that the rncious and mcapable Duke of Aquitaine had died, 
and the queen had once again gone over to the Burgundian 
faction Count Charles d’Estoiunel had cairied mto effect 
the mission ivith which ho had charged hmiself Biu’gundy 
had eageily embraced the oppoitumty of attaching to his 
side the castle and estates of ViUeioj^, and he and the Count 
d’Estournel between them raised a sum of money which 
was paid to Sir Eustace for the rehnquishment to Bm gundy 
of the fief, vhich was then bestowed upon Count Chailes 
The sum in no way repiesented what would now be con- 
sideicd the value of the estate, but in those daj's, when fiefs 
1 everted to the ciowu oi othei feudal supciior upon the 
death of an owmei wnthout hens, or were confiscated upon 
but slight pretence, the money value was fai undci the 
real value of the estate. Sir Eustace was well satisfied, 
how'e\ or, wutli the sum paid him Had his son Henry li\ ed 
he had intended that the anomalous position of the loi-d of 
Yilleioy, being also a lassal of England, should have been 
got lid of b^ one of his sons becoming its ownei, and a vassal 
of riance, while the othei would inhent Sumnieilcy, and 
gtow up a \assal of England only. Henry’s death had put 
an end to the ixissibihly of this arrainzcnicnt. and Cha^'lic 
would now 1)0001110^ at his father’s de.uh Lord of .Sunnner- 
ley and ut «nch o'lur English land- could l>o ohunnod 
with the Money tu’d for the siuicndtr of tl o fuf tf Villero^t. 
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In the first week of July there were great rejoicings at 
Summerley over the marriage of Agnes Avith Sir William 
Bailey. The king had not forgotten his piomise to Sii 
Eustace, and had raised him to the title of Baion Eustace 
of Summerley, and had presented him with a royal ly'^ioi 
near Winchester. Guy was summoned to court to take part 
in the festivities that were held during the visit of Sigis- 
mund, and the king said to him pleasantly one day. 

“ I have not forgotten you, Sir Guy , but I have had many 
to reward, and you know importunate siutors, and those 
who have powerful connections to keep their claims ever in 
fiont, obtain an advantage over those who are content to 
hold themselves in the background ” 

“ I am in all waj^s contented, youi’ majesty. I have lived 
all my life in the household at Summerley, and am so much 
one of my lord’s family that I have no desne to quit it 
Moi cover, my father has just leturned from Villeroy with 
the garnson of the castle, and it is a great pleasme to mo 
to have his society again ” 

“ I thought that some day you would have married Dame 
Margaret’s fair daughter, after acting as their protector in 
the troubles m Pans, but I hear that she is betrothed to Sir 
WiUiam Bailey ” 

“Such an idea never entered my mind, your majesty 
She was but a child ui those days, not so much in yeais as 
in thought, and bi ought up together as we were I have 
always icgarded hei rather in the hght of a sistei ” 

Guy’s qiuet stay at Summerley came to an end suddenly 
A foi tnight after the muinagc of Agnes, Harficur vas be- 
sieged by the Fiench by land and vater, and the Eail of 
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Dorset, its governor, sent to England for aid The king 
sent hasty ordeis to his vassals of Kent, Surrey, and Hamp- 
shire, to march with their retamers to Rye, where a fleet 
was to gather for their conveyance A body of archers and 
ml^g.t-arms were also sent thither by the long, and the 
Dulce of Bedford, his brother, appomted to the command of 
the expedition Sir Eustace was sufiering somewhat from 
the effects of a fever, the seeds of which he had contracted 
in Fiance, and he accordingly sent his contingent, thirty 
archeis and as many men-at-arms, under the command of 
Guy 

“ I had hoped that we had done with Harfleur,” Long 
Tom said as they started on their march to the seapoit 
“ I don’t mind fighting, that comes in the way of busmess, 
but to see men rotting away like sheep mth disease is not 
to my fancy ” 

“Wo shall have no fighting on land, Tom,” Guy lephed, 
“<it least I expect not ^^Tien the French see that the 
gariison is leinfoiccd they 1X111 probably give up the siege, 
though we ma}"- have a fight at sea inth the French ships 
that are blockading the toivn and prei cnting pronsions from 
lea clung the gariison Doubtless we shall take a good 
store of food until us, and the Fiench unll know well enoimli 
that ns we had such hard work in captunng the town, thev 
can have no chance whatci or of taking it by assault u hen 
defended by us ” 

Guv and his pnity had a small ship to thcni'^elves, with 
ubuh he was veil content, as, being but a neuly-inade 
kniuht, he vould, had he been in a large ship, ha\e been 
undci the oulers of any otheis who chanced to be i.ith him. 
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•vvliile lie was now free to act as lie cliose The Tovasre was 

• O 

favoiu-alile, lint when the fleet aiTived off the mouth of tlie 
Seine they found that the woilc before them ivas far moie 
serious than they had expected In addition to their own 
fleet, which was itself considerably stionger than the Er^;^ 5 h, 
the besieirers had hired the aid of some ereat Genoese vessels, 
and a number of galleys, caravels, and many high-declccd 
ships fiom Spain They occupied a strong position off the 
tov n, and could be supjioited b^' some of the siege battenes 
The English fleet lay to at the mouth of the Seine, and at 
night the captains of the tioops on board the various ships 
were rowed to Bedford’s ship, v hich displayed a light at the 
mast-head, so that the fleet could all lie in company round 
her. Heic after much discussion a plan for the battle next 
day was agreed upon The enteipnse would have been a very 
hazardous one, but., happily, at daybreak the Fiench ships 
were seen coming out to give battle Confident in their 
superior numbers, and anxious to revenge their defeat at 
Agmeourt, the French commanders were eager to reap the 
whole glory of nctory without the assistance of their allies, 
whose ships lemained anchored in the nver. 

Bedford at once made the signal to attack them, and a 
desperate fight ensued Great as was the slaughter in those 
days in battles on land, it was fai greater in sea-fights 
Except to knights and nobles, from whom ransom could be 
obtained, quarter was never given to prisoners either by 
land or sea, consequently as soon as soldiers in a land battle 
saw that foitune was going against them they fled But on 
sea there was no escape, cveiy man loiew that it was either 
death 01 anctorj*, and therefore fought inth determination 
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and obstinacy to the end The two fiist Trench ships that 
aiiived weie speedily captured, but when the rest came up 
a desperate battle took place Guy was on the point of 
oidering his ship to be laid alongside a Tiench craft little 
lai^^r than his own, ivhen his eye fell upon a great ship 
cany mg the flag of a Fiench admiral, and at once diverting 
the course of his vessel, he ran alongside her. The archers 
were on the bow and stern castles of his ship, and as they 
came ivithm a short distance of the Frenchman, they sent 
their arrows thick and fast into the ciowded mass on her 
deck Two grapnels, to each of which were attached twenty 
feet of chain, were thrown into the shiouds of the Freneh 
vessel, and Guy shouted to the men-at-aims in the waist to 
keep the enemy fiom boarding by holding the vessels apart 
by thiustmg out hght spars and using then spears. 

The Fiench had a few crossbow-men on boaid, but Guy, 
running up on to the castle at the bow, whei e Long Tom 
himself was posted, bade him direct the fire of his men solely 
against them, and in a veiy short time the discharge of 
missiles fiom the Fiench ship ceased In vam the French 
attempted to bung the ships alongside each othei by thi ow- 
ing grapnels, the ropes of these were cut directly they feU, 
and although many of the English speais were hacked in 
tno, othei 5 nere at once tluust out, and the spars, being 
inclined so as to meet the hull of the enemy belon the 
water-line, could not be reached by their axes The wind 
was light, and there was no great difference in point of 
sailing The English sailors were ngilant, and when the 
I’lenchman brailed up Ins gicat sail, so as to fall behind, 
they at once folloncd his example. At the end of a (punter 
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of an hour the effect of the arrows of the thirty aichers was 
so great that there was much confusion on boaid the enemy, 
and Guy thought that, comparatively small as his force was, 
an attack might he made So the spars were suddenly drawn 
in and the chains haided upon The archers caught up^ir 
axes and jomed the men-at-arms, and as the vessels came 
together they all leapt "with a great shout upon the enemj' s 
deck. 

The French knights, whose 'Srmour had protected them 
to some extent from the slaughter that the arrows had 

O 

effected among the soldiers, fought bravely and ralhed their 
men to resistance, but with shouts of “Agmcourt'” the 
men-at-arms and archers, led by Guy, — who now for the 
first time fought in his Inughtly armour, — ^were irresistible 
They had boarded at the enemy’s stem so as to get all their 
foes in front of them, and after clearing the stern castle 
they poured donn into the waist and gradually won their 
way along it After ten minutes’ hard fighting the French 
admiral and knights were pent up on the fore castle, and 
defended the ladder bj^ which it was approached so desper- 
ately that Gu 3' ordered Tom, with a dozen of the aichers, 
to betake themselves to the English fore castle and to shoot 
from there, and in a short time the French leaders lowered 
their swords and surrendered. The French flag at the stern 
had been haided down and that of England hoisted as soon 
as the}' boarded, and the latter was now run up to the mast- 
head amid the loud hurrahs of the English 

The moment the Fiench surrendered, Guy called to his 
men to cease from slaving and to disarm the piisoners, 
who V ere still much more numerous than themseb cs The 
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cotQTiioii men li6 told to ttilce to tlieir boats and row away, 
while the admnal and knights were conducted to the cabin, 
and a guard placed over them As soon as this was done 
Guy looked round, the battle was stdl i aging and many of 
thb'JFrench ships had been captured, but others were de- 
fending themselves desperately Twelve of Guy’s men had 
been killed, and several of the others more or less severely 
wounded, and seeing that his countrymen did not need his 
assistance, he ordered the decks to be cleared and the dead 
bodies throuTi overboaid In a quarter of an hour, the 
last French ship had been taken Theie was now breathing 
time for half an hour, during which the Duke of Bedford, 
whose ship lay not far from Guy’s prize, had himself rowed 
on board 

“All have done well to-day, Sir Guy Aylmei, but as- 
suredly the feat you have performed siupasses any of the 
others, seeing that you have captured this great ship with 
one of the smallest in our fleet Their crew must have 
been three or four times as strong as yours, which was, 
as I know, but sixty strong Has the Count de Valles 
fallen 1” 

“F'o, my lord duke, he is, with six of his knights, a 
piisoncr in the cabin ” 

“I "Will see him later,” the duke said, “we are now 
going to attack the Genoese and Spaniards Is there aught 
that I can do foi youi” 

“Some twenty of my men are dead or disabled,” Guy 
said, “ and I must Ic ive ten in charge of this prize I have 
sufTerod the Ficnch soldicis, after disarming them and the 
sailors, to lca\ e in their boats, and ten men mil therefore 
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bo sufficient to bold her. If yonr gi'ace cnn spare me thirty 
incn-at-x\iras I 'vv'ill go on in my oivn ship to attach the 
Genoese 

“I irill do so,’’ the dnhe replied “I ivill send ten to 
keep this ship, and twenty to fill the places of tho3</'of 
your men who hare fallen I can spare ten from my own 
ship and will boirow twenty fiom such of the others as can 
best spare them.” 

In a few minutes the thiity men came on board, inth a 
sub-officer to take chaige of the prize Guy leturncd "with 
his oim men and twenty new-comers to his rcs^sel, and sailed 
in with the fleet to attack the gieat ships of the Genoese 
and Spaniards at their moorings As they appiaachcd they 
wcio leceived with a heaiy cannonade fiom the eneni 3 '’s 
ships and shoie batteries, but without replying they sailed 
on and ranged themselves alongside the enemy, their num- 
bers permitting them to lay a vessel on each side of most 
of the gicat caravels Their task was by no means an easy 
one. for the sides of these ships were fifteen feet above 
those of the low English vessels, and they were all crowded 
inth men Xeveithelcss the English succeeded in board- 
ing, forcing then w.ay in thiough poit-holcs and irindows, 
clambeiing up the bows by the caiwcd woik, oi running 
out on then y.ai-ds and swinging themselves by i opes on to 
the enemy's deck, while the cannon plied them irith shot 
close to the water-line 

Mo=:t of the ships were taken by boarding, sonic wore 
<= 111 ^ with all on board, a few only escaped by cutting their 
cables and running up the Seine into 'shallow watei The 
loss of life on the part of the French and their allies in this 
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brilliant Bntisb victory was enormous Witb tbe exception 
of those on boaid the few ships which escaped, and the men 
sent off in the boats by Guy, the whole of the ciews of the 
French, Genoese, and Spaniards, save only the nobles and 
kn}<jlits put to ransom, were hailed, drowned, or taken pri- 
soners, and during the three weeks that the English fleet 
remained off Haifleur, the sailors were horrified by the 
immense number of dead bodies that were carried up and 
dorni by the tide Harfleur was revictualled and put into 
a state of defence, and the Duke of Bedford then sailed 
•vnth his fleet to England, hanng achieved the greatest 
naval \uctory that England had ever won save when 
Edward the Third, with the Black Prince, completely de- 
feated a great Spanish fleet off the coast of Sussex, with 
a squadiou composed of ships vastly mferior both in size 
and number to those of the Sparaards, which contained 
fully ten times the number of fighting men earned by the 
Enghsh 1 essels 

This great naval nctory excited unboimded enthusiasm 
in England The king gave a gieat banquet to the Duke 
of Bedford and his principal officers, and by the duke’s 
oidoi-s Guy attended Before they sat down to the table 
the duke piesented his officers individually to the lang 
Guy, as the youngest knight, was the last to be introduced 
“The duke has already spoken to me of the nght I'aliant 
deeds that you accomplished, Sir Guy Aylmer,” the king said 
as he boired before him, “and that with but a small craft 
and only sixty men-at-arms and archers you captured the 
dnp of the French adnural, which he estimates must have 
cunod at least three bundled men ^Ye hereby raise vou 
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to the rank of kniglit-banneiefc, and appoint you to the fief of 
Penshurst in Hampshire^ non* vacant by the death nathout 
heirs of the good knight Sir Kichard Pulk. And ve add 
thereto, as our own gift, the two royal manors of Stonehani 
and Piverley lying adjacent to it, and we enjoin you tci^^ke 
for your coat-of-arnis a great ship The fief of Penshmst 
is a sign of our royal appioval of your bravery at Haiflem, 
the two manors are the debt we owe you for your seince at 
Agincoiut TTe have ordered our chancellor to make out 
the deeds, and to-moiiow you wiU receive them from him 
and take the oaths. ’ 

Guy knelt and kissed the hand that the king held out to 
him, and acknowledged the royal gift in fitting woi'ds On 
the following day, after taking the oaths foi his new pos- 
sessions, he moimted, and the next day lode into Summer- 
ley. Here to his surpnse he foiuid the Count of ^lontcponc, 
who had anived, by way of Calais and Dover, a few dais 
prcMOusly. He was sufienng from a severe wound, and 
when Guy entered rose feebly from a chair by the fire, for 
it was now October and the weather was cold His daughter 
was sitting beside him, and Lady I^Iargaret was also in the 
loom Lord Eustace and Sir John Aylmer had met Guy 
as he dismounted below. 

“ So vou have srone throuerh another adventure and come 

• O O 

out safely,” the count said after Guy had giected Inui 
“Tiulv vou have chamied uvcatlv since vou left Pans, well- 

^ V W O V * 

nigh thiee veais aeo It was Avell that Maitic Lerouv 
had the amour made big foi you, for I see that it is nO'V 
none too large I too, you sec, have been at war but it 
Avas one in A\hieh there was small honour, though as jou 
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see, some nsTc, for it was a piivate duel forced upon 
me by one of tbe Armagnac laugMs Up to that time my 
predictions had "wrought me much profit and no harm I 
had told Aquitaine and other loids who consulted me that 
disuctei would happen when tSie Fiench army met the 
Enghsh That much I read in the stars And though, 
when Henry marched north from Harfleur with so small a 
following, it seemed to me that ructoiy could scai ce attend 
him against the host of France, I went over my calculations 
many times and could not find that I had made an error 
It was owing greatly to my predictions that the duke leadily 
gave way when the gieat lords persuaded him not to risk 
his life in the battle 

“ Others whom I had warned went to their death, in some 

cases because they disbelieved me, in others because they 

preferred death to the dishonoiu of drawing back One of 

the latter, on the eve of the battle, confided to a hot-headed 

knight in his following that I had foretold his death, and 

instead of quarrelling with the stars, the fool seemed to 

think that I had controlled them, and was lesponsible for 

his lord's death So when in Pans some months since, he 

publicly insulted me, and being an Itahan noble as well as 

an astrologer, I fought him the next day I killed him, 

but not befoie I received a wound that laid me up for 

ninuths, and from which I have not yet fairly recovered 

W bile lying in Paris I decided upon taking a step that 

T had 101 some time been meditating I could, when 

Katarina loft Pam mth your lady, have well gone with 

her, "With ample means to hvo in comfort and to furnish her 

mth a fortune not unfitted to her rank as mv daiio'hter 
(HtT't') * o. 
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“ During tiie past three years the reputation I gained hy 
my success m saving the lives of several persons of rank, 
increased so rapidly that money has flowed into my coffers 
heyond all belief There was scarcely a noble of the kind’s 
party who had not consulted me, and since Agincourt 'the 
Duke of Aquitaine and many others took no step whatever 
without coming to me But I am weary of the everlasting 
troubles of which I can see no end, and assuredly the aspect 
of the stars affords no ground for hope that they wiU ter- 
mmate for years; therefore, I have determmed to leave 
France, and to practise my art henceforth solely for my 
own pleasure I shall open negotiations "with friends in 
Mantua, to see whether, now that twelve years have elapsed 
since I had to fly, matters cannot be arranged with my 
enemies, much can often be done when there are plenty of 
funds wherewith to smooth away difficulties Still, that is 
in the future ^My first object in coming to England was 
to see how my daughter was faring, and to enjoy a penod 
of rest and quiet while my wound was healing, which it has 
begun to do since I came here I doubted on my j'ourney, 
which has been wholly performed in a litter, whether I 
should arrive here alive ” 

“And now, father,’’ Katarina said, “let us hear what 
Sir Guy has been doing since he left, we have been all full 
of impatience since the news came four days ago that the 
Duke of Bedford had destroyed a great fleet of French, 
Spanish, and Genoese ships ” 

“Guy has had his share of fighting, at any rate,” Lord 
Eustace said, ns he entered the room while the girl was 
speaking, “for fifteen of our men have fallen, and, as 
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Long Tom tells me, they had hot vrotk of it, and gained 
much credit by captmmg single-handed a gieat French 
ship ” 

"'“YeSj "vre were fortunate,” Guy said, “m faUing across 
the ship of the French admiral, Count de Valles Our 
men all fought stoutly, and the aichers hamng cleared 
the way for us and slam manj’^ of their crew, we captured 
them, and I hold the count and five French kmghts to ran- 
som ” 

“That will fill your purse rarely, Guy. But let us hear 
more of this fighting De Valles’ ship must have been a 
gieat one, and if you took it ndth but your own sixty men 
it must have been a brilhant action 

Guy then gave a fuU account of the fight, and of the 
subsequent capture of one of the Spanish carracks with the 
aid of another Enghsh ship 

“ If the Duke of Bedford himself came on board,” Lord 
Eustace said, “ and sent you some reinforcements, he must 
have thought highly of the action, indeed he cannot but 
ha\c done so, or he would not have come personally on 
board. Did he speak to the king of ifJ” 

“ Ho did, and much more strongly, it seems to me, than 
the afiair warranted, for at the banquet the day before 
ycsteiday His ^Majesty was graciously pleased to appoint 
me a knight-Kanneret, and to bestow upon me the estates 
of Pciwhurst, adding thereto the royal manors of Stoueham 
and Pivetley ” 

“A ngbt royal gift’*’ Lord Eustace said, while exclama- 
tions of plc.asnre broke fiom the others 

“Icongnituhte you on jour new honour, whicb you have 
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riglit Tirortliily earned Sir John, jon may nrell be prond 
of tins son of ronrs 

am so, indeed. Sir John Aylmer said heartily, “I 
had hoped well of tlie lad, hiit had not deemed that Ire 
would mount so rapidly. Sir Richard Pulk had a iinc 
estate, and joined now to the two manors it will he .as Large 
.as those of Summerley, even with its late additions ” 

“I am A'ery glad,"’ Dame !Margaret said, “that the long 
has appoitioned you an estate so near us, for it is scarce 
fifteen miles to Penshurst, and it will he hut a morning ride 
for you to come hither. ’ 

“Methmlcs, wife," Lord Eustace said with a smile, “we 
were somewhat hasty in that matter of Sir 'William Bailey, 
for had we hut waited Agnes might have done better,'’ 

" She chose for herself, ’ D.ame hlargaret replied with an 
answering smile, “I say not that in my heart I had not 
hoped at one time that she and Guy might have come 
together, for I had le.arnt to love him almost as if he had 
been my own, .and would most gladly have given Agnes to 
him had it been your wish .as well as theirs, but I have 
seen for some time past that it was not to be, for they 
were like brother and sister to each other, and neither had 
any thought of a still closer relation Had it not been so 
I should never have favoured Sir 'William Bailcv’s suit, 
thonsxh indeed he is a worthv voung man, and Agnes is 
happv avith hinn You have not been to your aastle yet, 
Guy' she a^ked, suddenly changing the subject, 

“Xo. indeed, Lady Marpvrets I lodc "Jt might here from 
London, deeming this, as methinks that I shall .ilamys deem 
it, my home.' 
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“^ye must make up a party to iide over and see it 
to-moiroWj” Loid Eustace said “We will stait eaily, wife, 
and you and Katarina can nde witk us Cliailie "will of 
course go, and Sir Jolin We could make a liorse-litter for 
tke count, if ke tkinks ke could bear tke journey ” 

“Metkinks tkat I kad best stay quietly kere,” tke Itakan 
said. “I kave kad enougk of litters for a time, and tke 
skalang migkt make my wound angry again 

“Nonsense, ckild'” ke bioke off as Katanna wkispered 
tkat ske would stay vntk kim, “I need no nursing now, 
you skall iide witk tke lest ” 

Accordingly tke next day tke party started early Ckaike 
was in lugk spuits, ke kad grown into a sturdy boy, and 
was dokgkted at tke good fortune tkat kad befallen Guy, 
wkoni ke kad logarded vntk boundless admiration since tke 
da) s in Pans Katarina was in one of kei silent moods, 
and rode close to Lady jMargaiet Long Tom, wko was 
gieatly lejoiced on kearing of tke konours and estates tkat 
kad been bestowed on Guy, rode ivitk two of kis comrades 
in tke rear of tke party Penskiust was a strong castle, 
tkougk scarcely equal in sire to Summerley , it was, kow- 
e-ser, a more comfortable kabitation, kanng been altered 
by tke late ovmei’s fatker, wko kad travelled in Italy, watk 
a 1 lew ratker to tke accommodation of its inmates tkan its 
defence, and kad been furnisked intk many articles of 
luMirv raiG in England 

“A comfortable abode truK, Guy'” kis fatker said 
‘‘It was Veil enougk tno bundled yeais since, wkeii tke 
country Mas unsettled, for us to pen ourseUes up Mutkin 
Mulls, but tbcic IS little need of it noM' in England, altkough 
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in France, 'wliere factions are constautlj fighting against 
each other, it is ■well that every man should hold himself 
secure from attack But now that cannon are getting to so 
great a pomt of perfection, walls are only useful to repel 
sudden attacks, and soon crumble when cannon can Ife 
brought agamst them. Methinks the time will come when 
walls will be given up altogether, especially in England, 
where the royal power is so strong that nobles can no longer 
war with each other. ’ 

“However, Gur*,” Lord Eustace said, “’tis as well at 
present to have walls, and strong ones, and though I say 
not that this place is as strong as YiUeroy, it is yet strong 
enough to stand a siege ” 

Guy spent an hour with the steward, who had been in 
charge of the castle since the death of Sir Bichard Fulk, 
and who had the day before heard from a royal messenger 
that Sir Guy had been appomted lord of the estates. The 
new oivner learned from him much about the extent of the 
feu, the number of tenants, the strength that he would be 
called upon to furnish in case of war, and the terms on 
which the vassals held their tenure 

“ Your force will be well-nigh doubled,” the steward said 
in conclusion, “ smce you tell me that the manors of Stone- 
ham and Piverley have also fallen to you.” 

“’Tis a fair country'-,” Guy said as the talk ended “and 
one could wish for no better. I shall return to Summerley 
to-day, but next Monday I 17111 come over here and take 
possession, and you can bid the tenants, and those also of 
the two manors, to come hither and meet me at two o'clock ” 

“"Well, daughter,” the Count of Montepone said to 
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Katarina as she was sitting by his couch m the evening, 
“so you think that Penshiust is a comfortable abode?” 

“Yes, father, the rooms aie brighter and bghter than 
^ese, and the walls are all hung with airas and furnished 
far more comfortably.” 

“Woiildst thou like to be its mistiess, child?” 

A blight flush of coloui flooded the gill’s face 
“Dost mean it, father?” she asked in a voice hardly 
above a whisper 

‘AYliy not, child? You have seen much of this brave 
young knight, who, methinks, any maiden might fall in 
lore with .tlit thou not more sensible to his meiits than 
■was Mistress Agnes?” 

“ He sai ed my life, father ” 

“That did he, child, and at no small iisk to his own. 
Then do I understand that such a mainage would be to 
youi liking?” 

“Yes, father she said frankly, “but I loiow not that it 
would be to Sir Guy’s ” 

“ That IS for me to find out,” he said “ I asked Lady 
M.iTgaiet a few days ago vhat she thought of the young 
knight’s inclinations, and she told me that she thought in- 
deed he bad a great liking foi you, but that in truth you 
vere so wayvaid that you gaie him but little cbauce of 
bhou ing It ” 

“ How could I let bim sec that I cared for him, father, 
when I knew not for certain that he thought aught of me; 
and nioreoier, I could not guess v hat your intentions for 
mo might be ’ 

“I should not hue sent you vhero \ou woidd often 
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be in bis company, Katarina, unless I had thought the matter 
over deeply It "was easy to foresee that after the service 
he had rendered you you would think well of him, and that, 
throAvn together as you would be, it was like enough tb^^t 
you should come to love each other. I had cast yoiu horo- 
scope and his, and found that you would both be married 
about the same time, though I could not say that it would 
be to each other. I saw enough of him during that time in 
Pans to see that he was not only brave, but prudent and 
disci eet I saw, too, from his affection to his mistiess, that 
he would be loyal and honest in all he undei took, that it 
was likely that he would nse to honour, and that above all 
I could assuredly trust your happiness to him He was 
but a youth and you a girl, but he was bordenng upon 
manhood and 3-ou upon womanhood I marked his manner 
vuth his lady’s daughter and saw that she ivould be no rival 
to you Had it been othervase I should have yielded 
to your prayers, and have kept you inth me in Fiance 
Matters have turned out according to my expectation 
I can give you a dovny that any English noble would 
think an ample one vuth his bride, and though Guy is 
now himself well endowed he will doubtless not object 
to such an addition as may enable him, if need be, to 
place in the field a folloiving as large as that which man}' 
of the great nobles are bound to funiish to their sove- 
reign I will speak to him on the subject to-moirow, 
Katarina ” 

Accoidingly, the next morning at breakfast the count told 
Guy that there was a matter on which he vished to consult 
him, and the young knight remained behind vhen the other 
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membeis of tlio family loft tlie room, to cari’y out tlieir 
avocations 

“Hast tbouglit of a mistress for your new castle, Sir 
Guyf’ the count began abruptly 
^Guy started at the sudden question, and did not reply at 
once. 

“ I Jikve thought of one, Count,” he said , “ but although, 
so far, all that you told me long ago in Pans has come tiue, 
and fortune has favoured me wonderfully, in this respect 
she has not been land, for the lady cares not for me, and I 
would not take a nnfe who came not to me mllingly ” 

“ How know you that she cares not foi jmu ?” the count 
asked 

“Because I have eyes and ears. Count She thinks me 
but a boy, and a somewhat ill-mannered one She mocks 
me when I tiy to talk to hei, shuns being left alone with 
me, and in all ways shows that she has no inclination 
towards me, but very much the contrary ” 

“Have you asked hci stiaightforwaidly'?” the count 
inquii cd w ith a smile 

“ No, I should only be laughed at for my pains, and it 
would take more courage than is reqmi ed to capture a gi eat 
Fj ench ship foi mo to put the matter to her ” 

“I fancy, Sii Gu)-, that you are not greatly versed in 
female ways A woman defends herself like a beleaguered 
fortress She makes sorties and attacks, she endeavours to 
hide her weakness by her brai’ados, and when she leplies 
roost di';damfully to a 'summons to capitulate, is peihaps on 
the e\ e of sui render To conic to the point, then, are you 
speaking of my daughter “J 
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“I am, Sir Count,” Guy said fiunkly “I love her, but 
she loves me not, and there is an end of it ’Tis eas}*^ to 
undei stand that, beautiful as she is, she should not give a 
thought to me v"ho, at the best, can only claim to be a stout 
man-at>arms, as for my piesent promotion, I knoiv that it 
goes for nothing in hei eyes ” 

“It may be as you say, Sir Guy, but tell me, as a 
soldier, before you gave up the siege of a foi tress and 
letired would you not summon it to sun’endei ?” 

“I should do so,” Gu}*^ replied with a smile 

“Then it had better be so in this case. Sir Guy You 
say that you would willingly many my daughter I 
would as •wiUingl)'^ give her to you The difSculty tbcn 
lies mth the maiden herself, and it is but fair to you both 
that you should yourself manfully ask her decision in the 
matter ” 

He went out of the loom, and returned in a minute 
leading Katanna “Sir Guy has a question to ask you, 
daughter,” he said, “I pray you to answer him frankly” 
He then led her to a seat, placed her there and left the 
room 

Guy felt a greater inclination to escape b}' another door 
than he bad eier felt to flj'in the hour of dangci, but after 
a pause he said . 

“I mil put the question, Katanna, since your father 
would have me do it, though I know well enough befoie- 
hand vhat the answer mil be I desire above all things to 
have you for a wife, and vould giie you a tnic and loial 
affection were you mlling that it should be ^o, but I feel only 
too well that you do not think of me as I do of you *Still, 
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as It is youi fatliei’s -vrisli tlaat I should talce your answei 
from your lips, and as, above all things, I -would leave it 
in yoiu hands without any constraint from him, I ask you 
whether you love me as one should love another befoie 
plighting hei faith to himl” 

“ Why do you say that you know what my answei mil 
he, Guy? Would you have had me show that I was leady 
to drop hke a iipe peach into your mouth before you opened 
It? A^Tiy should I not love you? Did you not save my 
life? Were you not land and good to me even in the 
daj's when I was more like a boy than a girl? Have you 
not since borne mth my humours? I will answer 3mur 
question as frankl}’ as my fathei bade me ’ She rose now 
“Take my hand, Guj’-, foi it is youis I loie and honour 
you, and could insh foi no better oi happier lot than to 
bo your wife Had you asked me six months ago I should 
ha\ 0 said the same, sai e that I could not have given you 
hand until I had my fathei ’s consent ” 

During the next month Guy spent most of his time at 
Penshiirst getting everything in readiness for its mistiess 
Loid EusUice advanced him the moneys that he vas to 
leceive for the lansoms of Count de Valles and the ^i^e 
knights, and the week befoie the wedding he went up mth 
the Count of iMontepone to London, and under hi^ adv ue 
bought many rich hangings and pieces of laie funiitme to 
bemtify the pniatc apaitmcnts The count laid out a still 
larger sum of money on Ila‘:tern (Mqicts and other luxuries, 
as veil as on dro'^es and other matters for hi= daughter 
On jt'vek he spent nothing, hi\iug alieady, he saitl, “n 
budk'ieut store for the wife of a total duke 
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On Ms retmn Guy called upon tlie Mng at lais palace at 
Wincliester, and Henry declared that lie liimself tvould ride 
to Siimmeiley to lie pie^cnt at the vredding 

‘‘You stood by me/ lie said, “in tlie day of battle, it is 
but right that I should stand bj* you on yoiu' ivedding-dai'. 
Hei father "11111, of course, give hci antiy, and it is right 
that he should do so, seeing that she is no ivard of iiiinc; 
but I vrill be your best man I vrill bring nith me but a 
small train, for I tvould not mconrenience the Baron of 
Sumraeiley and Ms ivife. and I niU not sleepi at the castle: 
though I do not say that I iviU not stai’ to tread a measure 
"ivith yoiu fair bnde 

Tivo days later a tmin of iragons iras seen approaching 
Summerlcy, they tveie escoited by a body of men-at-arms 
with two officers of the Mug. Lord Eustace, in some sur- 
pnse, rode out to meet them, and was informed that the 
king had ordered them to pitch a camp near the castle for 
himself and Ms kmghts, and that ho intended to tarry there 
for the nighri As soon as the wagons wore unloaded the 
attendants and men-at-arms set to work, and in a short 
time the royal tent and six smaller ones were erected and 
fitted arith their furniture. Other tents were put up a 
shoit distance aaiaiy for the grooms and attendants Tliis 
irreatlY relieved Xady hfargarcts for she hid wondered 
where she could bestow the king and Ms knights if, at the 
last moment, he determined to sleep there 

For the next three days the castle was ,ilive nith prejnr- 
ntions Oxen .and sivino were shnghtered. i.nt qumtitics 
of srnue cecse, and poubiy were brought in. tiio stags 
from the royil presents at Winchester were sent oior by 
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the Icing, and the rivers for miles round vrere netted for 
fish At ten o’clock G-uy rode in with fifty mounted men, 
the tenants of Penshuist, Stoneham, and Piverley, and 
tlrise and all the tenants of Summerley lode out under 
Loid Eustace and Guy to meet the kmg They had gone 
but a mile when he and his train rode up He had with 
him the Eail of Dorset and five of the nobles who had 
fought at Agincouit and weie all personally acquainted 
Avith Guy The church at Summeiley was a large one, but 
it was crowded as it had nevet been before The Inng and 
his nobles stood on one side of the altar, while Lord Eustace, 
his wife, Agnes, and Charlie weie on the othei Guj’-’s 
tenants occupied the front scats, while the i est of the chui ch 
vas filled by the tenants of Summerley, their wives and 
daugbteis, and the retainers of the castle, among them 
Long Tom, -with his pretty mfe beside him When every- 
thing was in oidcr the Count of hlontepone entered the 
church vnth his daughter, followed by the six piettie'^t 
maidens on the Summeiley estate 

“In tiiith, Sir Guy,” the king whispered ns the bnde and 
her father came up the aisle, “ youi taste is as good in love 
as youi arms aic stiong in war, for my eies neier fell on 
a fairer maid ” 

After the ceremony there was a gieat banquet in the hall, 
while all the tenant':, intli theii •«i\es and families, cat 
down to long tables spread in the court-yard After the 
meal v.is over and the tables remoaed, the king and tlie 
paita in the banqiieting-hall vrent out on to the "tops ami 
A^oic reccned unth tioniemlou': rhrenng Gir, first re- 
turned thankc lo^ hnucelf i*id li^ biide for tt^e vclc'ue 
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that they had given him^ and then, to the dehght of the 
people, the king stepped forward 

“Good people,” he said, “among whom there are, I know, 
some who fought stoutly with us at Agincourt, you do vCll 
to shout loudly at the marriage of this brave young knight, 
who was brought up among you, and who has won by his 
valour great credit, and our royal favour Methinks that 
he has won, also, a pnze in his eyes even greater than the 
honours that we have bestowed upon him, and I doubt not 
that, should occasion occur, he will "win yet higher honours 
in our service ” 

A great shout of “God bless the king'” went up from 
the assembly. Then the party returned to the hall, while 
casks of •vvine were broached in the court-yard As Lord 
Eustace had sent foi a party of musicians from "Wmchester, 
first some stately dances were performed in the hall, as 
many as could find room being allowed to come into it 
to witness them. The king danced the first measure with 
Katanna, the Earl of Dorset led out Lady Margaret, and 
Guy danced with Lady Agnes, while the other nobles found 
partners among the ladies who had come in from the 
neighbourhood After a few dances the party adjourned 
to the courtyard, where games of various kinds, dancing 
and feasting were kept up until a late hour, when the king 
and his companions retired to their tents At an early 
hour next morning the king and his retinue rode back to 
Winchester. 

Until he signed the marriage contract before going to 
the church, Guy was altogether ignorant of the doivry that 
Katarina was to bring, and vas astonished at the very 
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largo sum of money, besides tbe long list of jewels, entered 
in it 

“ She will have as much more at my death,” the count 
BCid quietly, “there is no one else who has the shghtest 
claim upon me ” 

Consequently, in the couise of the wars mth France, 
Guy was able to put a contingent of men-at-arms and 
archers, far beyond the force his feudal obligations re- 
quired, in the field Long Tom was, at his oivn request, 
allowed by his lord to exchange his small holding for a 
larger one at Penshurst, and always led Guy’s archers in 
the wars 

Sir John Aylmer remained at Summeiley, refusing Guy’s 
pressing imntation to take up his abode at Penshurst 
“No, lad,” he said, “Lord Eustace and I have been friends 
and compamons for many years, and Lady Maigaret has 
been very dear to me from her childhood Both would 
miss mo sorely did I leave them, the more so as Agnes is 
now away [Moreover, it is best that you and yo\u fair 
vifc should bo togcthci also foi a time ’Tis best in all 
^pects You aie but two horns’ easy riding from Snm- 
^ilcv, and I shall often be over to see you ” 

- Foil! jeais after his mamago the king promoted Guy 
to the rank of Baron of Penshuist, and about the same time 
the Count of Montepone, vho had been foi some month'^ 
m Italy, finding that Ins enemies at Mantua were '^till so 
■strong that he wa"; unable to obtain a leiersnl of the doc’-ce 
of banishment that had been passed again~t him, retur»ie<I 
to Penshurst, 

“I luve had more than enough of wandering and v ould 
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that ttev liad ^ron him, and tlicn, to the delight of the 
people, the king stepped fomrard 

“Good people,’ he said, among Trhom there are, I knoar, 
some Trho fonght stontly nrith ns at Agiuconrt, jaxi do TtCll 
to shout londlr at the mamage of this hraa'e young knight, 
■who •was brought up among you. and who has won by his 
Talour great credit and our royal farour. Methinks that 
he has won, also, a prise in his eyes even greater than the 
honours that we hare bestowed upon him, and I doubt not 
that, should occasion occur, he will "win yet higher honours 
in mu' serriee 

A great shout of “God hless the long]” went up from 
the assembly, Tlien tlic party returned to the hall, whde 

casks of wme were broached in the conrt-rard As Lord 

• 

Eustace had sent for a party of musicians from 'Winchester, 
first some stately dances were perfonned in the hall, as 
many ns conld find room being allowed to come into it 
to Aritness them. Tlie king d.anced the first measure ■with 
Katarina, the Earl of Dorset led out Ladv hlargaret, and 
Gut danced with Lady Agnes, while the other nohlos found 
partners among the ladies who had come in from the 
noighhonrhood After a few dances the party adjourned 
to the court-ward, where games ot warious kind®, danwr.g 
a’ld foastinn were kepi np until a late hour, when the king 
.and his companions retired to their tents At. an early 
hoiu next morning the king and his retinue rode back to 
Winchester. 

Until he signed the marrage eontrict before gomg to 
the church. Guv was altogether ignorant of the dowry that 
KaUarina was to bnng, and was a®ionished at the a'crr 
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largo sum of money, besides tbe long list of jeivels, entered 
in it 

“ Sbe will have as much more at my death,” tbe count 
scid quietly, “there is no one else who has tbe sbgbtest 
claim upon me ” 

Consequently, in tbe couise of tbe wars with France, 
Guy was able to put a contingent of men-at-arms and 
archers, far beyond tbe force bis feudal obbgations re- 
quiied, in tbe field Long Tom was, at bis omi request, 
allowed b)’’ Ins lord to exchange his small bolding for a 
larger one at Pensbiust, and always led Guy’s archers in 
tbe wars 

Sir John Aylmer remained at Summeiley, refusing Guy’s 
pressing imntation to take up bis abode at Pensbmst 
“No, lad,” be said; “Lord Eustace and I have been friends 
and companions for many years, and Lady Margaret has 
been very dear to mo from her childhood Both would 
miss me sorely did I leave them, tbe more so as Agnes is 
now away IMorcovei, it is best that j'ou and your fair 
vifc should be togctbei also for a time ’Tis best in all 
^pccts. You aie but two hours’ ea-^y iiding from Sum- 
i^rlcv, and I shall often be ovei to see vou.” 

Foil! years aftei Ins marriage tbe king promoted Guy 
to the rank of Baron of Penshurst, and about tbe same time 
the Count of Montepone, vbo bad been for some months 
in Italy, finding tbit bis enemies at Mantua vere still co 
strong that be w.as unable to obtain a reiersal of the decree 
of bimsbment tbit had been passed against him, rcturritd 
to Pensburst, 

“I bale had mo’-e than enough of iv ’iKiiiang, and would 
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fain settle doTm here, Guy, if you •vrill give lue a chamber 
for myself, aud one for my instruments I shall need them 
hut little hencefoi th, but they have become a pare of myself, 
and, though no longer for gain, I love to v*atch the stya^. 
and to ponder on their lessons: and ■when you ride to the 
wars I shall be company for Katarina, who has long been 
used to my society alone, and I promise yon that I •erill no 
longer employ her ns my messenger/’ 

Once established at Penshurst the count employed much 
of his time in beauj^fpng the castle, spending monev freely 
in adding to the private apartments, and decorating and 
fiunishing them in the Italian style, until they became the 
wonder and admiration of all who visited them In time 
he took upon himself much of the education of Katarina’s 
childicn, and throughout a long life Guy never ceased to 
bless the day when he and D'lme Margaret were in danger 
of their lives at the hands of the "White Hoods of Paris 
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